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SOME THOUGHTS ON THE PROGBESS OF AMERICA, 
AND THE INFLUENCE OF HER DIVERSE 
INSTITUTIONS. 


AN ADDRESS 


PHKl’AttKD roil THE ANTI-SI.AVKRV CONVENTION IN BOSTON, 

May 31, 1854. 

At this day there arc two groat tribes of men in Chris¬ 
tendom; which seem to lmvo a promising future before 
them—the Sclavonic and the Anglo-Saxon. Both are 
comparatively now. For the last three hundred years 
each has been continually advancing in numbers, riches, 
and territory; in industrial and military power. To judge 
from present appearances, it seems probable that a hundred 
years hence, there will ho only two great national forces 
in the Christian world--the Sclavonic and the Anglo- 
Saxon. 

The Anglo-Saxon tribe is composite, and the mingling 
so recent, that we can still easily distinguish the main in¬ 
gredients of the mixture. There arc, first, the Saxons and 
Angles from North Germany; next, the Scandinavians 
from Denmark and Swedenand, finally, the Normans, or 
Bomanmcd Scandinavians, from France. 

This triha is now divided into two great political 
branches, namely, the Anglo-Saxon Briton, and the- 
Anglo-Saxon American *, but both aro substantially the 
same people, though with different antecedents and sur¬ 
roundings. The same fundamental characteristics belong 
to the Briton and the American. 

Three hundred year's ago, the Anglo-Saxons were scarce 
three millions in number; they did not own the whole of 
Great Britain. Now there are thirty or forty millions of 
men with Anglo-Saxon blood in their veins. 'They possess 
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the British Islands; Heligoland, Gibraltar, Malta, and the 
Ionian Isles; St. Helena, South Africa, much of East and 
Vest Africa; enormous territories in Indin, continually 
increasing; the whole of Australia; almost nil of North 
America, and I know not how ninny islands scattered 
about tho Atlantic and Pacific sens. Their geographical 
spread covers at least, one-sixth part of the habitable globe; 
their power controls about one-fifth of the inhabitants of 
the earth. It is the richest of all the families of mankind. 
The Anglo-Saxon leads the commerce and the most im¬ 
portant manufactures of tho world. He owns seven- 
eighths of the shipping of Christendom, and half that of 
th-i human race. Ho avails himself of the latest dis¬ 
coveries in practical science, and applies them to tho 
creation of “ comforts'’ and luxuries. Iron is his favourite 
metal; and about two-thirds of the annual iron crop of the 
earth is harvested on Anglo-Saxon soil. Cotton, wheat, 
and the potato, are his favourite plants. 

Tho nolitical institutions of the Anglo-Saxon secure 
National Unity of Action for the State, and Individual 
Variety of Action for each citizen, to a greater degree 
than other nations have thought possible. In all Christen¬ 
dom, there is scarce any freedom of the Press c-xccpt on 
Anglo-Saxon soil. Ours is the only tongue in which 
Liberty can sj>cak. Anglo-Saxon Britain is the asylum of 
exiled patriots, or exiled despots. The royal and patrician 
wreck' of the revolutionary storms of continental Europe, 
in the last century and in this, were driven to her hospit¬ 
able shore. Kossuth, Mazzini, Victor Hugo, and Comte, 
relics of the last revolution, are washed to the same coast. 
America is tho asylum of exiled nations, who flee to her 
arms, four hundred thousand in a year, and find shelter. 

The Sclavonians fight with diplomacy and the sword, 
the Anglo-Saxon with diplomacy and tnc dollar. He is 
the Homan of productive industry, of commerce, as the 
Homans were Anglo-Saxons of destructive conquest, of 
war. The Sclnvonian nations, from the accident of their 
geographical jwsition, or from their ethnological pecu¬ 
liarity of nature, invade and conquer lands more'civilized 
than their own. They have the diplomatic skill to control 
nations of superior intellectual and moral development. 
Tho Anglo-Saxon is loo clumsy for foreign politics; when 
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ho meddles ■with tlio affairs of other civilised people, he is 
often deceived. Husain outwits England continually in 
the political gnmo now playing for the control of Europe. 
Tho Anglo-Saxon, more invasive than the Sclavomnn, 
prefers now and wild lands to old and well-cultivated 
territories; so ho conquers America, mid tills its virgin 
soil: seizes on Africa,—the dry nurse of lions and of 
savage men,—and founds a nc*.v empire in Australia. If 
he invades Asia, it L in the parts not Christian, His rulo 
is a curse to countries full of old civilization; I take it 
that EngliMid lias been a blight to India, and will bo to 
China, if she acts there her conquering foot, 'The Anglo- 
Saxon is less pliable than tlio Homans, a less indulgent 
master to conquered men; with mo.o plastic power to 
organize and mould, be has n less comprehensive imagin¬ 
ation, limits himself to a smaller number of forms, and so 
hows off and easts away what suits him. not, Austria 
conquers Lombardy, France Algiers, Husain Poland, to the 
benefit of tho conquered party, it seems. Can tmy one 
show that the British rule has been a benefit to India ? 
Tho Euftsums make nothing of their American territory. 
But whnt civilization blooms out of tho savage ground 
wherever the Saxon plants Ills foot l 

I must say a word of tho leading peculiarities of this 
tribe. 

1. There is a strong love of individual freedom. This 
belongs to tho Anglo-Saxons in common with all tlio 
Teutonic family. But with them it seems eminently 
powerful, Circumstances havo favoured its development. 
They care much for freedom, little for equality. 

2. Connected with this, is a lovo of law and order, 
which continually shows itself or. both sides of tho ocean. 
East as wo gain freedom, wo secure it by law and eonstitib- 
lion, trusting littlo to tho caprice of magistrates. 

0» Then there is a great federative power—a tendency 
to form combinations of persons, or of communities and 
states—special partnerships on a small scale for mercantile 
business; on a large scale, like tlio American Union, or 
tho House towns, for tlio political business of a nation, 

4, Tho Anglo-Saxons havo eminent practical'power to 
organize things into a mill, or men into a state, and then 
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to administer tho organization. 'This power is one which 
contributes greatly to both their commercial and political 
success. 33ut this tribe is also most eminently material in it 8 
aims and means; it loves riches, works for riches, fights 
for riches. It is not warlike, as some other nations, who 
love war for its own sake, though a hard tighter when put 
to it 

5. We are the most aggressive, invasive, and exclusive 
people on the earth. The history of the Anglo-Saxon, for 
the last three hundred years, has been one of continual 
aggression, invasion, and extermination. 

- I cannot now stop to dwell on these traits of our tribal 
anthropology, hut must yet say a word touching this nu- 
■ tionnl exclusiveness and tendency to exterminate. 

. Austria and Russia never treated a conquered nation so 
cruelly as England 1ms treated Ireland. Hot. many years 
ago, four-tilths of the population of the island were Catho¬ 
lics, a tenth Anglican churchmen. All ouices were in the 
hands of the little minority. Two-thirds of the Irish 
House of Commons were nominees of tho -Protestant 
gentry; tho Catholic members must take tho declaration 
against Transubstantiation. Papists were forbidden to 
vote in elections of members to the Irish Parliament. 
They suffered " under a universal, unmitigated, indispens¬ 
able, exceptionless disqualification." In tho courts of 
law, they could not gain a place on the bench, nor act as a 
barrister, attorney, cr solicitor, nor be employed even as a 
hired clerk, nor sit on a grand jury, nor servo as a sheriff, 
nor hold even tho lowest civil office of trust and profit: 
por have any privilege in a town corporation ; nor bo a 
freeman of.such corporation ; nor vote at- a vestry/’* A 
Catholic could not marry a Protestant: the priest who 
should celebrate such a marriage was to be hanged. Ho 
could not- bo " a guardian to any child, nor educate his 
own child, if its mother were a Protestant,” or tho child 
declared'in favour of Protestantism. ” No Protestant 
might instruct a Papist. Papists could not supply their 
want by academies and schools of their own : for a Catholic 
to teach, even in a private family, or as usher to a Pro¬ 
testant, was a felony, punishable by imprisonment, exile, or 
death.” “ To be educated in any foreign Catholic school 

• fj5ncrr.fi, History hf U*ttm Stnim, vol. r. p. G0, cl saq. 
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was an unalterable and perpetual outlawry.” “Tho. child 
sent abroad lor education, no matter of how tender an age, 
or himself how innocent, could never after sue in. law or 
equity, or bo guardian, executor, or administrator, or 
receive any legacy or deed of gift-; ho forfeited till bin 
goods and chattels, and forfeited lor his life all hia lands 
whoever sent him incurred the same penalties. 

The Catholic clergy could not be taught at homo or 
abroad : they “ were registered and kent, like prisoners at 
largo, within prescribed limits.'' u All Papists exercising 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction; all monks, friars, and regular 
priests, and all priests not actually in parishes,' and to bo 
registered, were banished from Ireland under pain of 
transportation; and, on a return, of being hanged, and 
quartered.” • " The Catholic priest abjuring his religion, 
received a pension of thirty, and afterwards of forty 
pounds.” “No non-conforming Catholic could buy land, 
or receive it by descent, devise, or settlement; or lend 
money on it as security ; or bold an interest- in it through 
a Protestant trustee; or tako a lease of ground for mom 
tlum thirty-ono years. If under such a lease he brought 
his farm to produce more than one-third beyond the 
rent, the first Protestant discoverer might sue- for the 
lease before known Protestants, making the defendant- 
answer all interrogations on oath ; so that the Catholic 
farmer dared not drain his fields, nor inclose thorn, nor 
build solid bouses on them.” “ Even if a Catholic owned, 
a horse, worth mom than five pounds, any Protestant 
might hike it away,” on payment of that sum. ” To the 
native Irish, the English oligarchy appeared as men of a 
different race and creed, who had acquired the island by 
force of arras, rapine, and chicane, and derived revenues 
from it by the employment of extortionate underlings or 
overseer’s.” * 

Tho same disposition to invade and exterminate showed 
itself on this side of tho ocean. 

In America, the ."Frenchman ard the Spaniard came in 
contact with tho red man; they converted him to what 
they called Christianity, and then associated with him on 
equal terms. The pale-face and tho red-skin hunted in 
company; they fished from tho same canoe in the^Bay of 

* BanctoB, uM tap, p. 67, rf 
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F'iady and Lake Superior ; they lodged in the Earns tent, 
slept on tho same bear-akin ; nay, they knelt together be¬ 
fore tho same God, who was “ no respecter of' persons,” 
and had made of ono blood all nationp of men! Tho 
white man married tho Indian’s daughter; the rod man 
wooed and won tho polo child of tho Caucasian. This took 
place in Canada, and in Mexico, in Peru, and Equador. 
In Brad], tho negro graduates at tho college; ho becomes 
a general in tho army. But tho Anglo-Saxon disdains to 
mingle his nroud bleed in wedlock with tho ” inferior 
races of men. He putt; away tho savage—black, yellow, 
red. In How England, tho Puritan converted tho Indians 
to Christianity, as far as they could accept tho theology of 
John Galvin; but mads a careful separation between white 
and ml, '’my people and thy people.” They must dwell 
in saparato villages, worship in separate houses; they 
must not intermarry. Tho general court of Massachusetts 
once forbade all extra-matrimonial connection of white and 
rod, on pain of death! The Anglo-Saxon has carefully 
sought to ox terminate tho savages from his territory. 
The Briton does so in Africa, in Tan Diemen’s Band, m 
How Zealand, in How Holland—wherever ho moots thorn. 
The American does tho same in tho western world. In 
How England tho Puritan found tho wild woods, tho wild 
beasts, and the wild men; ho undertook to eradicate 
them all, and has succeeded best with tho wild men. 
There are more bears than Indians in How England. 
Tho United States pursues tho earns destruotivo policy. 
In two hundred, years more there will bo few Indians left; 
between tho Lake of tho Woods and tho Gulf of Mexico, 
between tho Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 

Yet tho Anglo-Saxons arc not oniei j they are. simply 
destructive, Tho Dutch,.-in How York, perpetrated tho 
most wanton cruelties: the savages.thmselvas shuddered 
at tho white man’s atrocity : ” Our gods would be offended 
at such things,” said they; ” the white man’s God must bo 
different V* Tho cruelties of tho French, and, still more, 
of Iho Spaniards in Mexico, in the Wo@t Indies, and 
South America, arc too terrible to repost, but too well 
known to need, relating. The Spaniard put men to death 
with refinements of cruelty, luxuriating in dcstruetivoneas. 
The Anglo-Saxon simply shot down his foe, offered a 
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reward for homicide, so much for a scalp, but tolerated &o 
noodles* cruelty. If tilt problem is to destroy ft moo of 
men with the least cxponditu.ro of destructive force on ono 
side, ami tbs least suffering on the other, the Anglo-Saxon, 
Briton, or American, is too fittest instrument to bo found 
on tho whole globe. 

So much for tho Anglo-Saxon character in general, as 
introductory to an examination of America in special. It 
is well to know tho anthropology of tho stock before 
attempting to appreciate tho character of tho special 
people. America lias tho general characteristics of ibis 
powerful tribe, but modified by her peculiar geographical 
and historical position. Our fathom emigrated from their 
homo in a time of great ferment, and brought with them 
ideas which could not then l>o organized into institutions 
at homo. This was obviously tho case with the theological 
ideas of tho Puritans, who, with their descendants.;, have 
given to America most of what is now .and peculiar in ho? 
institutions. Still more, the early settlers of the North 
brought with them sentiments not ripened jot, which, in 
duo lime, developed themselves into ideas, and then Into 
institutions. 

At first necessity, or lovo of change, droro tho wanderers 
to tho wilderness f they had no thought of separating from 
England Tho fugitive pilgrims in the Mayflower, who 
subscribed tho compact, which so many Americans erro¬ 
neously regard os the “ rood*com of the republican tree, 
under which millions of her men now stand,'' called thorn - 
selves “ loyal subjects of our dread sovereign, King James," 
undertaking to plant a colony ,f for tho glory of God, and 
advancement of tho Christian faith, and honour of our king 
and country.” in duo time, as tho colonists developed 
thejurolveS in one, and tho English at homo in a different 
direction, there cams to be a groat diversity of ideas, and 
an opposition of interests. When mutuality of ideas i ml 
of interests, as the? indispenaablo condition of national unity 
of action, failed, tho colony foil off from its parent-; tho 
separation was unavoidable. Before many years, we doubt 
not, Australia will thus separate from tho mother country, 
to tho advantage of both par ties. 

In America, two generation* of men have passed away 
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since tho last battlo of the .Involution. Tho hostility of 
that contest is only a matter of history to tho muss of 
Unions or Americans, not of daily'consciousness ; and ao 
this disturbing force is withdrawn, tho two nations see 
and feel mom distinctly their points of agreement, and 
become conscious that they arc both but ono people. 

Tho transfer of trie colonists of England to tho western 
world was an event of great importance to mankind ; they 
found a virgin continent, on which to set up and organise 
ihrir ideas, and develop their faculties. They hud no 
enemies but. tho wilderness end its savogo occupants. I 
doubt not that, if tho emigrant had remained at home, it 
would havo taken a thousand years to attain tho same 
general development now reached by the free Stales of 
North America. The settlers earned with them tho boat 
ideas and tho best institutions of their native land—the 
arts and sciences &$ England, the forms of a representa¬ 
tive gover nment, tiro trial by jury, the common law, tho 
ideas of Christianity, and tho traditions of tho human 
race. In tho woods, far from help, they wore forced 
to become self-reliant and thrifty men. It is instruc¬ 
tive) to seo what has come of tho experiment. It is 
but two hundred and forty-six years since the settlement 
of Jamestown—not two lumclred and thirty-four years 
since the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth; what a develop¬ 
ment fiutco that time—of numbers, of riches, of material 
and spiritual power! . 

In tho ninth century, Kerb Flokki, a half-mythical 
.person, “ lot loose his three crows,” it is said, seeking land 
to tho west and north of the Orkneys, and wont to Iceland. 
In the tenth century, Gunnbjiorn, and Eirek tho Red, 
discovered Greenland, an " ugly and right hateful coun¬ 
try,” as Paul Egedo calls it. In the eleventh century, 
Leiie, son. of Eirek, with Tyrker tho Southerner, disco¬ 
vered Finland, some pari of North America, but whether 
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, or Now* England, I shall 
leave others to determine. It- is not yet four hundred 
years since Columbus first dropped his anchor at San Sal¬ 
vador, and Cabot discovered'tho continent of America, mid 
cruised along its shores from Hudson's Bay to Florida, 
seeking for a passage to tho East Indies. In 1008 
the first permanent British settlement was mado in 
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America, at JameMown; in 1020 the Pilgrims began 
their far-famed experiment at Plymouth. What a change 
from. .1608 to 1801! It is not in my power to determine 
tho number of before the Revolution. There? 

was a great variety of nationalities—Dutch in New York, 
Germans in Pennsylvania and Georgia, Swedes and Finns 
hi Delaware, Scotch in Now England and North Carolina, 
Swiss in. Georgia; Acad inns from Nova Scotia; and 
Huguenots from France. 

America has now a stable form of government. Her 
pyramid is not yet high. It is only humble powers that 
she develops, no great creative spirit hero os yet enchants 
men with the wonders of literature and art;—but her 
foundation is wide and deeply laid. It is now cosy to sco 
tho conditions and tho causes of her success. Tho condi¬ 
tions are, tho now continent, a virgin soil to receive tho 
seed of liberty ; tho causes were, first, tho character of the 
tribe, and next, *ho liberal institutions founded thereby. 

The rapid increase of America in most of tho- elements 
of national power, 'is n remark a bio fact in tho history of 
mankind. .' , 

Look at the increase’- of numbers. In 16-80, the entire 
population of the English colonies, exclusive of tho 
Indians, amounted to about 2-00,000. Twenty-tivo years 
hit r there were 464,000, now 24,000,000.* 

a TalU C'f Papula j&m in 175 5. 
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. ; 04,000 

2,000 

06,000 

IUkkIc Iulftod . ... 

.. 

. j 8,500 

500 

9,000 

Cmmftetic’tit . . . • 


. .5 40,000 

1,500. 

47,500 

Xft-w York .... 


. i 87,000 

4,000 

31,000 

Ntr?* Jwttov ... . 


. i 21,000 

1,500 

22,500 

IVn na vi ran h tim! Dels 

warp . . 

. •. 43,800 

2,800 

45,800 

Mftfyla&tl .... 


. ? 40,7® 

0,600 

COJS&O 

VJratsia .... 


. , 73,000 

20,000 I 

85,000 

Norm CsroUtm . . 


. ’ 7,500 

■. j o ( 2i>o 

| 075,760 

' 3,7® 

11,200 

Scuta Cfiroliivn .' 


10,600 j 

asj&o 

16,750 

134,000 | 
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The present population of the TTnitoa States consists of 


In 175A, ?iXioi,hst return ms made to tho Board of Trad?, i« £ho fpl* 
totfing 

fabk of Pc^latfan ir» Vj6&. 

mite. 1 Blades. 7Uah 

1,103,806 £02,753 1,465,654 

Ws will now give the population at mnm attecaasirfl periods, as inui* 
catcd Ijy Uio returns of the official coanug of tlio United states, 

TabU of Population from 1700 fa 1850, 

6 lares, 

697,897 


Tear?., 

ividfea. 

Free Cetwred, 

1790 

3,173,464 

69,468 

1800 

4,304,469 

106,393 

1810 

6,868*00* 

186,446 

1820 

7,872,711 

238,197 

18*0 

10,637,37$ 

819,699 

1540 

1.4,189,565 

3Sfl,248 

1850 

19,680,788 

438.661 


693,Oil 

1,101.864 

1,648,688 

3,009,0*3 

3,487,885 

3,108,324 


Told. 

3,929*837 

8,806,885 

7,23P,8'H 

0,6S4,§IH3 

12,860,020 

17,009,455 

88,357,738 


Tho following is tha official report of Irani ignition from 1780 to 1850, 
Much of it la end approximate. 

Titbit; of XinmigroMm ft tin 1 /P 0 fa ISfK), 

From 1790 to 1.800 . 120,000 

„ 1810 to 1820.. 114,000 

„ 1820 to 1830 ..... 203,tvp 

„ 1830 to HMD.778,500 

1540 to 1850 , 


Zj1 59,329 

Tim immigrants are thus conjee to rally distHwtod am crag the nations! 
of the earth. Tho cstnaato i.s a rough uni?. 

TuiU of KaifanaHity, 

Cclue—Imh (mut-half) ....... L260,000 

Teutonia—tbrmans, Danes, Swedes, eta (tme«fmirtli) , » 075,000 

MiJKsa9a»oo»#—All other nation* ..... 734,359 

The fbHewtng stoiemeat exhibit* tho nationality of tho immigration to 
Urn tMt«d States for the calendar year, 1851 (Deo. 31, I860, to Deo, 31, 
1651) i— ’ 

NaUomUiy of I:w.iyrmls in 1851. 


From Groat Britain and Ireland , , 251,223 

,, Germany ...... 7g*2&a 

„ France.*0,107 

Of th«5 there wore Males .... 245,017 

,, Females , . . 163,746 

n ,i tlnxnmrn . . 50 

T.iU<3 of fmnifttiim for She f.rst fottr months of 1853, 
From ihe British Island* .... 2,5,035 

„ FrM-eh l’ort* , . . . , 3,73$ 

,, German Ports . . , . , 3,511 

„ Belgian and Dutch . . . 3,74? 

,, Spanish, Perlaga©#®, and Italian , 188 
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the following ingredients, Tho numbers arc conjectural 
mid approximate:— 

T<ihh t>J XaUz-Mliiy. 

White Ximnigrants &in«M} 17#Q, and their whUo 

•Jes^ndant# 4,350,93-4 

Africans, »ad ihrt'rF dcnocmdaats . , . 0,8;&5,5S5 

White Immigrants previous to 1750, and their 

white tfgjwxsyiMite . 15,379, 

This docs not include the Indians living within tho 
territories and States of tho Union. These facts show that 
n remarkable mingling of families of the Occasion stock 
is. taking place. The exact statistics would'disclose a yet 
moro remarkable. mingling of the Caucasian and tho ‘ 
Ethiopian races going on. The African^ aro rapidly 
" bleaching ” under the influence cf democratic chemistry. 
If only one-tenth of tho •* coloured population ” has 
Caucasian blood in its veins, then there are 302,638 
descendants of this "amalgamation f ’ but if you estimate 
these hybrids m one in five, which is not at all excessive, 
wo have then 720,837, 

Tho thirty-ono States now organized have a gurfaoo of 
.1,485,870 square miles, while tho total area of tho United 
States, so far as I have information, on the 17th of May, 
1853, was 3,220,000 square miles, In tho States, on an 
average, there are not sixteen persons to the square mile j 
in fho whole territory, not eight to a mile, hlnssuchui-etta, 
the most densely * .opfsd State,, has more than one hundred 
and twqnty-six to tho mile, while Texas has but cighty- 
nino men "for a hundred miles of land, more than eight 
hundred acres to each human souk 

In 1840, there were ten States, whose united populations 
exceeded 4,000,000, which yofc had no town with 10*0OG 
inhabitants.* 

® Tho following table shows tbs c<«ops.Uon of *738,870 persons In 
1840; uy t ha cswwrna s— 

TtsiU ej Occupoifon, 

£sps«S ta l-iining ...... 15,3X1 

,, AgricuHare ..... 3,719,951 

n Ctomrswton...... 117,007 

„ Sfsnnfaehstva ... . 791,740 

,, KftvXgalitfn (Ckssati) .... &6 ( 031 

„ „ (IsbHMl W«Uw) . . 35,078 

„ I^samts-cl , « G5,SS5 
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Look next at the products of industry in tho United 
States* 

• I take Uvb*$ results of tho consul of 1340, sa» deduced by Professor 
Tueknr, in bis admirable bock, ZVeswrj cf the Ur,Util State* in I\nntlat\i>n 
end Wealth in lty?y Year*. Kerr York, 1S43. 1 rol. Svo. 

Yahto of'Annual Productr cf Industry, 3840. 

Agriculture' ...... $854,3S7,«d7 

Manufactures. 236,836,224 

Commer.’b .‘ .'.*.. 79,721 y OS6 

Xining.42,35*761 

The .forest..16,835,060 

Tho Ocean.11,936,108 

Total . . . Cl,063,134,736 

In 1850, the iron-err.n in the United Staten -nniqr«ntcKl to 564,755 tons. 
The ship-crop wsa 1360 vessels, with a meaimrsnwwt of 272,218 tons. 
The in crease of American shipping is worth notice, and is shown in the 
following' 

Table of American Tonnage from 1815 to 1S50. 

Years'. T«as- 

ISIS .... 1,368,127 
1S20 . . . . 1,280,165 

1825 .... 1,423,110 

1830 .... US1.9S6 

1835 . . . . 1,824,939 

1840 .... 2,180,763 

1845 . . . . 2,417,001 

1950 . . . . 3,535,454 

Tim tonnage is still cm tho increase. In 1851 it amounted to 3,772,439, 
ami At this moment must be considerably mono titan 4,000,000: Tim 
first ship built in New Bngland was the " Blessing of tho Hay,’' a s * bark 
of thirty tens," launched in 1634. Nor far from the spot where her keel 
was laid-,, a ship has recently been buiii, thrt6 hundred and ton feet long, 
and -Acre than six thousand tons burden. 

On the 30th September, 1851, them wore, if the accounts are reliable, 
12,805 miles of railroad in tho United States. A% present, there am 
prubablr about 15,000 mile*. 


show the increase of American commerce 

consider the folio vri 

TaM< 

i cf Ifnperfs and Repent* from 

IS00 to 1852. 

T fears. 

I m rears. 

Kxrorrs. 

2800 

§93,252,768 

$70,971,760 

2805 

120,000,000 

95,568.021 

1910 

85,400,000 

66,767,97-4 

1815 

113,041,274 

52,557,753 

1820 

74,460,f 00 

69,691,699 

1825 

96,340,-*5 . 

m,m;m 

1830 

70,870,^20 

73,949,508 

1835 

149^95,742 

121,693,577 

1946 

307,141,519 

232,065,946 

1S46 

117,254,564 

114,64(5,606 

1350 

178,139,318 

161,808,720 

1S52 

, 212^23,292 

209,641 ,S2o 
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The contrast between tho Spanish and the Anglo-Saxon 
settlements in America is amazing. A hundred years ago, 
Spain, the discoverer of America, hud undisputed sway 
over all South America, except Brazil and the Ghiiauas. 
All Mexico was hers—Ml Central America, California 
unbounded on tho north, extending indefinitely, Louisiana, 
Florida, Cuba, Porto Rico, Jnd part of llnyti. Sho ruled 
a population of twenty million men. How Cuba trembles 
in her faltering hand; all the rest has dropped from the 
arms of that feeble mother of feeble sons. In 1750 her 
American colonies extended from. Patagonia to Oregon. 
Tho La Plata was too far north tor liter southern .limit, the 
Columbia too far south for her northern bound.* 'The 
Mississippi and the Amazon were Spanish river©, 2 nd 
emptied tho waters of a continent into the lap of America, 
the Mexique Gulf, which was also a Spanish sea.. But 
Spain allowed only cight-and-thirty vessels to ply between 
the mother country and tho family of American daughters 
on both sides of the continent. The empire of Spain, 
mother country and colonies, extending from Barcelona to 
Manilla, with more sea-coast than the whole continent of 
Africa, employed but sixteen thousand sailors in her com¬ 
mercial marine. Portugal forbade Brazil to cultivate any 
of the products of tho Indies. 

Look at this day at Anglo-Saxon, and then at Spanish 
America. In 1606 there was not an English, settlement 

The most important- articles of export for five-and twenty years appear 
in the following 

Table of tk$ chief articles afE-ppcrl ftt- s» 1S25 to I860. 

Years. Cotton. Br&*&4af£<i aaJ. Prorision?. Tobacco. 


1825 • 

$36,850,64 9 

$ 11,634,4-10 

$6,116,623 

1630 

29,674,683 

6-4,061,302 

12,075,430 

5,586,365 

1S3S 

12,009 390 

8,250,577 

1640 

63,870,307 

19.067,555 

9,863,957 

1855 

51,739,643 

16,743,421 

"469,810 

i860 

71.484,016 

26,051,373 

9,951,023 

1852 

81,965,732 

25,557,177 

10,031,283 


The greatest amount of cotton vraa exported in 1S52,—1,093,230,639 
wands ( but the greatest value-of cotton was in 1651, amounting, to 
$116,'151,217. Tu 1S47, the vatite of breadstnflk anil provisions sported 
was $'3,701,921. . 

The government revenues for Who fiscal year 1852 were C *0,725,360.69 * 
there was a balance, in tho treasury of $10,911,0-55,63 * making the total 
means for'that year $60,6-10,032,57. On the 1st January, 1853, tho 
national debt ap-oanted to $85,131,632. . .. 
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in Amr. At. In 1027 only two, Jamestown and Plymouth. 
But the Spanish colonies date back to 1493. Compare tko 
history of the basin of the Amazon with tho valloy of the 
Mississippi. Tho Amazon, with its affluents, commands 
seventy thousand miles of internal navigation, draining 
more arable land than all Europe contains, the largest, the 
most fertile valley in tho world. It includes 1,790,000 
square miles. Everything which finds u homo on earth 
will flourish in tho basin of tho Amazon, between tho level 
of tho Atlantic and the top of tho Andes. But tho tonnage 
on the Amazon does not probably equal tho tonnage on Lake 
Champlain. Only an Anglo-Saxon stcamor ruffles tho waters 
of tho Amazon. Paril, at its mouth, more tbnn tlirco 
hundred years old, contains less than 20,000 inhabitants. 

Tho Mississippi with its tributaries drains 982,000 square 
miles, and affords 16,694 miles of steam navigation. In 
1851 there were 1190 steamboats on its bosom, measuring 
249,054 tons, i turning at an. annual cost of $39,774,194; 
the value of tho merchandise carried on tlio river in 1852 
was estimated at $432,651,240, more than double the whole 
foreign trade of tho United States for that year. Hew 
Orleans, at tho mouth of the Mississippi, was founded in 
1719, and in 1850 contained 119,461 inhabitants: in 1810 
it had not 1S,000 ! 

Tho Anglo-Saxon colonists brought with them tho vigor¬ 
ous bodies and sturdy intellect c-f their race; tho forms of 
representative and constitutional government; publicity of 
political transactions; trial by jury; a fondness for local 
Bclf-govemnicnt; an aversion to centralization; tho Pro¬ 
testant form of religion; the Bible; tho right of private 
judgment; their national administrative power; and that 
stalwart self-reliance and thrift which mark tho English¬ 
man and American wherever they go. Hew Spain had 
priests and soldiers; Hew England ministers and school¬ 
masters. In. two centuries, behold what consequences come 
of suoh causes! Ho Chilian vessel ever went to Spain! 

But America itself is not unitary; there is a Spanish 
America in the United States. Unit}' of idea and interest 
by no means prevails here. 

America was settled by two very different classes of men; 
one animated by moral or religious motives; coming to 
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realize nn idea; the other animated by only commercial 
ideas, pushing forth to make n fortune or to escape from 
gaol. Some men brought religion, others only ambition; 
the consequence is, two antagonistic ideas, with institutions 
which correspond, antagonistic institutions. 

First there is the Democratic idea: that all men are 
endowed by their Hreator with certain natural rights; that 
these rights arc alienable only by the possessor thereof; 
that they arc equal in all men; that government is to 
organize these natural, unalienable, and equal rights into 
institutions designed for the good of the governed; and 
therefore government is to be of all the people,' by all the 
people, and for all the people. Hero government is de¬ 
velopment., not exploitation. 

Next; there is the Oligarchic idea, just the opposite of 
this; that there is no such thing as natural, unalienable, 
and equal rights, but accidental, alienable, and unequal 
powers; that'government is to organize the might of all, 
for the good of the governing party; is to be a government 
of all, by a part, and for the sake of a pa rt. Tho governing 
power may be one man, King Monarch ; a few men, King 
Noble; or the majority, King Many. In all these cases, the 
motive, the purpose, and tho means, are still tho same, and 
government is exploitation of the governed, not the develop¬ 
ment thereof. So far as the people are developed by tho 
government, it is that they may be thereby cxploitered. 

Neither the Democratic nor tho Oligarchic idea is per¬ 
fectly developed as yet: but the first preponderates mast 
at tlic north, the latter at the south—one in the free, the 
other in the slavo States. 

The settlers did not bring to America the Democratic 
idea fully grown. It is the child of time. In all great 
movements there arc three periods—first, that of Sentiment 
—there is only a feeling of th& new thing; next of Idea 
—tho feeling has become a thought; finally of Action— 
the thought becomes a thing. It is pleasant to trace the 
growth of tho Democratic sentiment and idea in the hutnau 
race, to watch the efforts to make the thought a thing, and 
found domestic, social, ecclesiastical, and political institu¬ 
tions, corresponding thereto. Perhaps it is easier to trace 
this here than elsewhere. It has sometimes been claimed 
that the Puritans came to America to found such institu- 
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tions. But they had no fondness for a Democracy; the 
thought did not enter their heads that tho substance of 
man is superior to tho accidents cf men, his nature more 
than his history. Now England men on tho 4th of July 
claim the compact on board tho Mayflower, as tho founda¬ 
tion of Democracy in America, and* of tho Declaration of 
Independence. But the signers of that famous document 
had no design to found a Democracy. Much of tho 
liberality of the settlers at Plymouth seems to have been 
acquired by their residence in Holland, where they saw tho 
noblest example of religious toleration then in the world. 

Tho Democratic idea has had but a slow and gradual 
growth, even in New England. The first form of govern¬ 
ment was a theocracy, an intense tyranny in tho name of 
God. The next world was for the “ Elect’’ said Puritan 
theology; “ let us also have this,” said the Elect. Tho 
distinction between clerical and laical was nowhere more 
prominent than in Puritan New England. The road to 
the ballot-box lay under tho pulpit; only church-members 
could vote, and if a man’s politics were not marked with 
tho proper stripe it was not easy for him to become a church- 
member. Tho ” lords Brethren” wero ns tyrannical in 
tho new world as the " Lords Bishops” in the old. 

There was a distinction between " gentlemen,” with tho 
title of Mr., and men, with only the name, John, Peter, 
and Bartholomew, or tho title “ Goodman .” 

Slavery was established in the new world; there wero 
two forms of it:—absolute bondage of the Africans and 
tho Indians; the conditional bondage of white men, called 
“ servants,” slaves for a limited period. Before the De¬ 
volution the hitter wero numerous, oven in the north. 

The Puritan had little religious objection to the esta¬ 
blishment of Slavery. But the red man would fight, ami 
would not work. It was not possible to make useful slaves 
of Indians: tho experiment was tried; it failed, and the 
savago was simply destroyed. 

In theocratic and colonial times at the north, the 
Democratic idea contended against the church; and 
gradually weakened and overcame tho power of the clergy 
and of all ecclesiastical corporations. At length all churches 
stand on tho sarao level. The persecuted Quaker has vin¬ 
dicated bia right to free inspiration by tho Holy Ghost; 
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llic Baptist enjoys the natural right to foe baptized after the 
apostolic fashion ; tho Unitarian to deny tho Holy Trinity ; 
tho Universal ist to aflinn tho eternal blessedness of all men ; 
and tho philosophical critic to examino tlio claims of 
Christianity as of all religions, to sweep tho whole ocean of 
religious consciousness, draw his net to land, gather the 
good into vessels, and cast tho bad away. 

The spirit of freedom contended against the claims of 
ancestral gentility. In tho woods of New England it was 
soon found that a pair of arms was worth more than a 
“coat of arms,” never so old and horrid with griffons. A 
man who could outwit the Indians, “ whip his weight in 
wild cats/’ hew down tress, build ships, make wise laws, 
and organize a river into a mill, or men into towns and 
states, was a valuable person ; and if born at all was well 
born. “ Men of no family" grew up in the new soil, and 
often overtopped the twigs cut from some famous tree. In 
the humblest callings of life, I have found men of tho most 
eminent European stocks. But it was rare that men of 
celebrated families settled in America: monarchy, nobility, 
prelacy did not emigrate, it was the people who came over. 
And in 1780, the Convention of Massachusetts put this in 
the first Article of the Constitution of tho State: “ All men 
are bom free and equal, and have certain natural, essential, 
and unalienable rights." All distinction of gentle and 
simple, bond and free, perished out of Massachusetts. Tho 
same thought is repeated in the constitutions of many 
Northern Stated. 

This spirit of freedom contended against tho claims of 
England. “ Local self-government" was tho aim of tho 
colonics. Opposition to centralization of authority is very 
old in America. I hope it will bo always young. 'England 
was a hard master to her western children ; she left them 
to fight their own battles against tho Indians, against tho 
French; and this circumstance made all inen soldiers. In 
King Philip’s war every man capable of bearing anus took 
tho field, first or last. Tho frontier was a school for 
soldiers. The day after the Imilo of Lexington, a hundred 
and fifty men, in a large farming town of New Hampshire, 
shouldered their muskets and marched for Boston, to look 
after their brethren. 

It was long before there was a clear and distinct expres- 
vol. vi. a 
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si on. of the Democratic; idea in America. The Old Tes¬ 
tament helped it to forms of denunciatory speech. The 
works of Milton, Sidney, Locke, and the writers on tho 
law of nature and of nations, were of great service. Rous¬ 
seau came at. the right time, and aided tho good cause. 
Calvin and Rousseau, strange to say, fought side by side in 
the battle for freedom. It was a great thing for America 
and tho waild, that this idea was so clearly set forth in tho 
Declaration of Independence, announced as a self-evident 
truth. A young man’s hand came out of the wall, and 
wrote words which still make many tremble as they read. 

The battle for human freedom yet goes on; i's victory 
is never complete. But now in tho free States of tho 
North the fight is against all traditional forms of evil. 
The domestic question relates to tho equal rights of men 
and women in the family and out of it; there is a great 
social question,—“ Shall money prevail over man, and tho 
rich and crafty exploiter the poor and the simple ?” In 
tho church, men ask—“Shall authority—a book or an 
institution, each an accident of human history—prevail 
over reason, conscience, the affections, and the soul—the 
human substance ?” In the State, the minority looks for 
the eternal principles of Right; and will not heed tho 
Lidding of famous men, of conventions, and majorities; 
appeals to the still, small voice within, which proclaims 
tho Higher Law of God. Even in tho North a great 
contest goes on. 

The Democratic idea seems likely to triumph in tho 
North, and build up its appropriate institutions—a family 
without a slave, a family of equals; a community without 
a lord, a community of 1 co-operators; a church without a 
bishop, a church of brethren; a State without a king, a 
State of citizens. 

Tho institutions of the free States are admirably suited 
to produce a rapid development of the understanding. 
Tho State guarantees tho opportunity of education to all 
children. The free schools of the north arc her most 
original institution, quite imperfect m yet. The attempts 
to promote the public education of tho people have already 
produced most gratifying results. 

More than half of the newspaper editors in tho United 
States have received all their academical education in tho 
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common school. Many a Methodist and Univemlisfc 
minister, many a member of Congress, has been graduated 
at that beneficent institution. The intelligence and riches 
of the North are due to the- c- mmon schools. In the free 
States books are abundant; ' newspapers in fill hands; 
skilled labour abounds, llody runs to brain, and work to 
thought. The head saves the hands. Under the benignant 
influence of public education, the children of the Irish 
emigrant, poor and despised, grow up to equality with the 
descendants of tho i*ich ; two generations will efface tho 
difference between them. I have seen, of a Sunday after¬ 
noon, a thousand voung Irish women, coming out of a 
Catholic church, all well dressed, with ribbon .id cheap 
ornaments, to help elevate their self-respect; and when re¬ 
membering the condition of these same women in their native 
land, barefoot, dirty, mendicant, perhaps thievish, glad of a 
place to serve at two pounds a year, I have begun to see 
the importance of America to the world; and have felt 
as John Adams, when ho wrote in his diary, "I always 
consider the settlement of America with reverence and 
wonder, as tho opening of a grand scene and design of 
Providence, < br tho illumination of the ignorant, and the 
emancipation of the slavish part of mankind, all over tho 
earth." 

The educational value of American institutions, in tho 
free States is seldom appreciated. The schools open to all, 
where nil classes of the people freely mingle, and the son 
of a rude man is brought into contact with the good man¬ 
ners and self-respectful deportment of children from more 
fortunate homes ; * the churches, where everybody is we! 
come (if not black) ; the business which demands intelli¬ 
gence, and educates tho great mass of the people; tho 
public lectures, delivered in all tho considerable towns of 
New England, the winter through ; tho newspapers abun¬ 
dant, cheap, discussing everything with as little reserve ns 
the summer wind ; the various social meetings of incorpo¬ 
rated companies to discuss their affairs; the constitution 
of the towns, with their meetings, two or three times a 
year, when officers are chosen, and taxes voted, and all 
municipal affairs abundantly discussed; tho public pro- 

* In the Urge town* of Uic north—evsti of Massachusetts—the cs’cuml 
children tun not allowed in the common R-hoots, 

c2 
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coedings of the courts of law, so instructive to jurors and 
spectators ; the local legislatures of the States—each con¬ 
sisting of from two to four hundred members, and in 
session four or live months of tho year; the politics of the 
nation brought home to every voter in the land,—all these 
things form an educational power of immense value, for 
such a development of tho lower intellectual faculties, as 
men esteem most in these days. 

But, tho Oligarchic idea is also at work. You meet 
tins in all parts of the land, diligently seeking to organise 
itself. It takes no new forms, however, which are peculiar 
to America. It re-enacts the old statutes which have 
oppressed mankind in tho eastern world: it attempts to 
revive tho institutions that have cursed other lands in 
darker days. Now the few tyrannize over tho many, and 
ck-visn machinery to oppress their fellow-mortals; then tho 
majority thus tyrannize over the few, over the minority. 
There are two forms of .Democracy—llm Satanic and tho 
Celestial. one is Selfishness, which knows no higher law; 
the other Philanthropy, that hows to tho justice of tho 
infinite God, with a “Thy will be done.” In America 
we find both—tho democratic Devil and the democratic 
Angel. 

The idea of tho North is preponderating!)* democratic in 
the bettor souse of the word ; new justice is organized i:i 
the laws; government becomes more and more of all, by 
all, and for all. You truce the progress of humanity, nf 
liberty, equality, and fraternity in tho constitution of tho 
free States from Massachusetts to Wisconsin. 

But in the Southern States the Oligarchic idea prevails 
to a much greater extent, and becomes more, and moro 
apparent and powerful. The South has adopted the insti¬ 
tution of slavery, elsewhere discarded, and clings to it with 
strange tenacity. In South Carolina, the possession of 
slaves is made the condition, sine qua non-, of eligibility to 
certain offices. The constitution provides that a citizen 
shall not “ bo eligible to a seat in tho House of Represen¬ 
tatives, unless legally seized and possessed in his own right, 
of a settled freehold estate of live hundred acres of land, 
and len negroes.* 


» Art. t. § 0. 
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The Puritans of Now England made no von' strong 
objection io Slavery. It was established in all the colonies 
of the North and South. White servitude continued till 
the Revolution. As Into as 1757, white men vre.ro- kid¬ 
napped, “ spirited away/'* as it was called in Scotland, and 
sold in the colonics. 

Negro slavery began early. Even tho gentler Puritans 
at Plymouth bad tho Anglo-Saxon antipathy to the 
coloured race. Tho black man must sit aloof from tho 
whites in the meeting-house, in a " negro pew ; ” ho must 
" not be joined unto them -in burial; " a place was set 
apart, in the graveyard at Plymouth, for coloured people, 
and still remains as “from time immemorial." In Idol, 
an Abolitionist, before his death, insisted on, being buried 
with the objects of his tender solicitude. The request was 
complied with. 

After the Revolution, the Northern States gradually 
abolished slavery, though not without violent opposition 
in some places. I.n 3788 three coloured persons were 
kidnapped at Boston and carried to tho West Indies ; the 
crime produced a great excitement, and led to executive 
and legislative action. The same year, the General Pres¬ 
byterian Assembly of America i&mcd a pastoral letter, 
recommending “ tho abolition of Slavery, and tho instruc¬ 
tion of the negroes in letters and religion." In 1700, 
Dr. Franklin, president of the 11 Pennsylvanian Society for 
the Abolition of Slavery," signed a memorial to Congress, 
asking that body 11 to countenance tho restoration of lib;-rty 
to tho unhappy men who alone in this land of freedom 
arc degraded into perpetual bondage, and who, amid 
tiro general joy of surrounding provinces, aro grain¬ 
ing in servile subjection; that you will devise means for 
removing this inconsistency from the character of tho 
American people; that you will permit mercy and jus¬ 
tice towards tiiis distressed race; and that you will step 
to tho very verge of the power vested in you for dis¬ 
couraging every sjKicics of traffic in the persons cf our 
fellow-men.” 

The memorial excited a storm of debate. Slavery was 
defended as a measure of political economy, and n prin¬ 
ciple of humanity, South Carolina leading m tho defence 
of her favourite institution. Yet many eminent Southern 
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men were profoundly convinced of the injustice of slavery ; 
others saw it was ft bad tool to work with. 

Since that time tho Southern idea of Slavery appears to 
have changed. Formerly, It was granted by tho defenders 
of slavery that it was wrong; but they maintained:— 
1. That Americans, were not responsible for tho wrong, m? 
England had imposed it upon tho colonies. 2. That it 
was profitable to the owners of slaves. 3. That it was 
impossible to got rid of it. Now the ground is taken that 
slavery is not a wrong to tho slave, hut that tho negro is 
fit for a slave, and a slave only. 

I pass by tho arguments of thu Southern clergy and the 
Northern eletgy—~ whoso conduct is yet more contemptible 
—to cite ihe language of tin: prominent secular organs of 
the South. Tho Richmond Examiner, one of the most able 
journals of the South, declares 

“ When we deprive the negro of that exercise of his 
will which tho white culls liberty, we deprive him of 
nothing; on the contrary, when wo give him the guidance 
and protection of a master, wo confer on him a great 
blessing.” * 

“ To treat two creatures so utterly different as tho while 
man and tho negro man on the same system, is an effort to 
violate elementary laws.” “Tho aphorisms of tho Decla¬ 
ration of Independence” are illogical when applied to tho 
negro. “They involve tho assumption that the negro is 
the white man, only a little different in external appear¬ 
ance and education. But this assumption cannot bo sup¬ 
ported.” “ A law rendering perpetual tho relation between 
the negro and ids master is no wrong, but a right.” 
“ Negroes are not men, in tho meaning of tho Declaration 
of Independence.*' 

“ ‘Haven’t negroes got souls?' asks some sepulchral 
voice. ‘Have they no souls?' That question wo never 
answer; wo know nothing about it. Non mi rlcordo; 
they may have souls, for might we know to tho contrary ; 
so may horses and hogs." 

“ We expect the institution of Slavery to exist for over.” 
“ The production of cotton, rice, sugar, coffee, and tobacco, 
demand that which Slavery only can supply. And in all 

s aiwvf, vul. L p, 3!}i, it *v'j. 
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portions of this Union where those staples are produced, 
it will bo retained. And when we get Hoyti, Mexico, and 
Jamaica, common sciuse will doubtless extend it, or rather, 
re-establish it there too.” * 

I will now quote a little from the Mr. Be Bovrs large 
work:—f 

No amount of education or training can ever render 
the negro equal in intellect with the white.” “ ‘ You 
cannot make a &ilk purse out of a &owY lug,’ is an old and 
homely adage, but not the less true ; m you cannot make 
anything from a negro but negro ism, which means bar¬ 
barism and inferiority.” "As God made them so they 
have been, and so they will Iw; the white man, the negro, 
and the jackass ; each to his kind, and each to his nature; 
true to the finger of destiny (‘which is the huger of God), 
and undeviatinglv pursuing the track wMch that linger as 
tmdeviaringlv points out.” * 

4i Is the negro made for slavery ? God in heaven! what 
are we, that because we cannot un ..eretand the mystery of 
this Thy will, we should dare rise in rebellion, and call it 
wrong, unjust, and evil "t The kindness of nature fits each 
creature to fulfil its destiny. The very virtues of the 
negro fit him for slavery, and his vices cry’ aloud for the 
shackles of bondage! ” “ It is the destiny of the negro, if 

by himself, to lx* a ravage; if by the white, to bo a serf.” 
“ They may be styled human bangs, though of an inhe¬ 
rently degraded species. 'To attempt to relieve them from 
their natural inferiority is idle m itself, and may ho 
mischievous in its results.” § 

“ Equality is no thought nor creation of God. Slavery', 
under one name or another, will exist as long as man 
exists; and abolition is a dream whose execution is an 
impossibility. Intellect is the only divine right. The 
negro cannot bo schooled, nor argued, nor driven into a 
love of freedom.”!! 

“ Alas for their folly! (the abolitionbts.) But woe! 

* lUcbmemd (Vs.) BcmO’xakbj Ee^inimr, January 4, 1S33. 

t “Tlte Indus trial Kornum-s, etc., of the Southern and Wtjtcra Staiea : 
embracing a View of their Commerce, Agriculture, Manufactures, In¬ 
ternal Improvements ; Slave ujmI Fro® Labour, Slavery IjuttitutiotM, Fro* 
ducts, etc., of the South, etc., with an Appendix/' By J. B. B. do Bow, 
etc- lu 3 robs. 8vo. New Orleans, 1832,. 

I Ite Bow, yuI. ii. p. Ittt. § IJ. p. 203. 


II Id. p. 201. 
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woo ! a woo of darkness and of death, a woo of hell and 
perdition to those who, hotter knowing, goad folly on to 
such jin extreme. This is, indeed, the sin not to bo for¬ 
given : the sin against tho Holy Ghost, and against the 
Spirit of God 1 Tho beautiful order of creation breathed 
doim from Almighty intelligence, is to bo moulded and 
wrought by fanatic intelligence, until dragged down, at 
last, to negro intelligence! ’ * 

Chancellor Harper, of South Carolina, in an address 
delivered before “tho Society for tho Advancement of 
Learning,” at Charleston, makes some .statements a litilo 
remarkable:— 

“ Tho institution of Slavery is a principle cause of civili¬ 
zation.” “It is as muck tho order of nature that men 
should enslave each other, ns that other animals should 
prey upon each other.” “ Tho savage can only bo tamed 
by being enslaved or by having slaves.” “ The African 
slave-trade has given and will give tho boon of existence 
to millions and millions in our country who would other¬ 
wise never have enjoyed it.” f 

He quotes the Bible to justify Slavery:— 

“ ‘They shall ha your bondmen for ever.’ ” “Servi¬ 
tude is tho condition of civilization. It was decreed when 
tho command was given, ‘ Bo fruitful and multiply, and 
replenish tho earth and subdue it;' and when it was added 
* In the sweat of thy face shnlt thou cat bread.' Slavery 
was “ forced on us by necessity, and further forced upon 
us by tho superior authority of the mother country. I, for 
one, neither deprecate nor resent tho gift.” “ I am by no 
means sure that tho cause of humanity has been served by 
tho change in jurisprudence which has placed their murder 
on the same footing with that of a freeman.” “ Tho 
relation of master unci slave is naturally one of kindness.” 
“ It is true that the slave is driven to his labour by 
stripes; such punishment would bo degrading to a free¬ 
man, who had tho thoughts and aspirations of a freeman. 
In general, it is not degrading to a slave, nor is it felt to 
be 

It is alleged that “ tho slave is cut off from the means 
of intellectual, moral, and religious improvement, and in 
consequence his moral character becomes depraved, and ho 

• Do Bow, yoL ii. p. 197. t M. pp. 200—210. $ hi pp. 214—217. 
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addicted to degrading vices.” To ill is tlio democratic 
Chancellor of South Carolina replies:— 

“ Tho Creator did not intend that every ind. vidual 
human "being should "bo highly cultivated, morally and 
intellectually.” “ It is better that a part should be highly 
cultivated, and tho rest utterly ignorant.” “ Odium has 
been cast upon our legislation on account ''"Us forbidding 
tho elements of education to bo cotmnu. .oated to slaves. 
But, in truth, what injury is done them by this ? IIo who 
works during the day with his hands does not read in 
intervals of leisure for his amusement, or the improvement 
of his mind.” “ Of the many slaves whom I have known 
capable of reading, I have never known one to read any¬ 
thing but the Bible, and this bask they imposed on them¬ 
selves as matter of duty.” “ Their minds generally show 
a strong religious tendency, . . . and perhaps their religious 
notions are not much moro extravagant than those of a 
largo portion of tho free population of our country.” “ It 
is certainly tho master's interest that they should have 
proper religious sentiments.” 

“ A knowledge of reading, writing, and the elements of 
arithmetic, is convenient and important to tho free labourer 
. . . but of what uso would they bo to the slave ?” 
“ Would you do a benefit to tho horse or tho ox by giving 
him a cultivated understanding or fine feelings ?” * 

“ The law has not provided for making those marriages 
[of slaves] indissoluble; nor could it do so.” “ It may 
perhaps bo said, * that tlio chastity of wives is not nrotecteil 
by law from tho outrages of violence.' ” “ "Wlio ever 

heard of such outrages being offered? . . . Ono reason, 
doubtless, may bo, that often there is no disposition to 
resist, . . , there is little temptation to this violence as 
there is so largo a population of tins class of females 
[slave wives] who set little value on chastity.” “It is 
true that in this respect the morals of this class are very 
loose, . . , and that tho passions of tho men of tho superior 
casto tempt and find gratification in tho easy chastity of 
the females. This is evil, . . . but evil is incident vO every 
condition of soc’ ity.” 

“ The female slave [who yields to these temptations] is 
not a less useful member of society than before. . . . >Sho 
* Do Bow, yoL ii. j>. 217, et *' 
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baa done no great injury to herself or any other human, 
being; her offspring is not a burden but an acquisition to 
her owner ; hia support is provided for, and ho is brought 
up to usefulness; if tho fruit of intercourse with a freo 
man, his condition is perhaps raised somewhat abovo that 
of hia mother.” 

“Ido not hesitate to say, that the intercourse which 
takes place with enslaved females is less debasing in its 
effects [on man] than when it is carried on with females 
of their owii caste, ... the attraction is less, . . . the 
intercourse is generally casual, ... he is less liablo to 
those extraordinary fascinations.” 

“ lie [tho slave husband] is also liable to bo separated 
from wife or child, . . . hut from native character and 
temperament, the separation is much less severely felt.” * 

“ Tho love of liberty is a noble passion. But, alas ! it is 
one in which wo know that a large portion of tho human 
race can never bo gratified.” “ If some superior power 
should impose on tho laborious poor of this, or any other 
country, this [* a condition which is a very near approach 
to that of our slaves'] os their undeniable condition, . . . 
how inappreciable would the boon bo thought.” “Tho 
evils of their situation they [tho slaves] but slightly feel, 
anti would hardly feel at all if they were not sedulously 
instructed into sensibility.” “ Is it not desirablo that tho 
inferior labouring class should bo mado up of such who will 
conform to their condition without painful aspirations and 
vain struggles ?” t 

“ I am aware that, howover often assumed, it is likely 
to be repeated again and again;—How can that institution 
he tolerable, by which a largo class of society is cut off 
from the hope of improvement and knowledge; to whom 
blows arc not degrading, theft no moro than a fault, false¬ 
hood and tho want of clmstitv almost venial; and in which 
a husband or parent looks with comparative indifference on 
that which to a free man would bo tne dishonour of a wifo 
or child ? But why not, if it produce tho greatest aggre¬ 
gate of good P Sin and ignorance arc only evils because 
they lead to misery.” £ 

“ Tho African negro is an inferior variety of tho human 

• Do Uow, vol. si. p. 239, ct t W- !'• 522. % jj. 
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race, . . . and ins distinguishing characteristics arc such 
as peculiarly mark him out for the situation which ho 
occupies among us; . . . the most remarkable is their 
indifference to personal liberty.” “ Lot mo ask if tin’s 
people do not present tho very material out of which slaves 
ought to be made?” “ I do not mean to say tliat there may 
not bo found among them some of superior capacity to 
many white persons. . . . And why should it not bo so ? 
Wo lmvo many domestic animals—infinite varieties, dis¬ 
tinguished by various degrees of sagacity, courage, strength, 
swiftness, and other qualities.” 

“ Slavery has done more to elevate a degraded race in 
tho scale of humanity ; to tamo tho savage, to civil* zc the 
barbarous, to soften tho ferocious, to enlighten the ignorant, 
and to spread tho blessing of Christianity among the 
heathen, than all the missionaries that philanthropy and 
religion havo ever put forth.” “ Tho tendency of Slavery 
is to elevate the character of tho master,” “ to elevato tho 
female character.” “ There does not now exist a people 
in a tropical climate, or even approaching to it, where 
Slavery (foes not exist that is in a state of high civilization. 
Mexico and the South American republics, having gone 
through the farce of abolishing slavery* arc rapidly 
degenerating.” “ Cuba is daily and rapidly advancing in 
industry and civilization; and it is owing exclusively to 
lior slaves. St. Domingo is struck out of tho map of 
civilized existence, and tno British West Indies shortly 
will bo so.” “Greece is still barbarous, and scantily 

a led.” “Such is tho picturo of Italy—nothing has 
; upon it moro heavily than tho loss of domestic Slavery. 
Is not this evident ? ” * 

A writer in the same work, speaking of tho future of tho 
South, refers to tho British and French West Indies as 
follows:— 

“ The mind of tho devout person who contemplates tho 
condition of tho ci~devunt slave-colonics of these two 
powers, must become impressed with the fact that Provi¬ 
dence must have raised up thoso two examples of human 
folly for tho express purpose of a lesson to these States, to 
savo which from human errors it has, on more than one 


• Do Dow, vot ii. j>p. 522—229. 
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occasion, manifestly and diroc + lv interposed..” “ England 
itself ... is in some sort tho slave of Southern blacks.” 

“ The few articles which arc most necessary to modern 
civilization—sugar, coffee, cotton, mid tobacco—axo products 
of compulsory black labour.” * 

Another writer, whom I take to bo a clergyman and 
a Jesuit,f goes so far as to forbid all sympathy for tho 
sufferings of slaves :— 

” Sympathy for them could do them no good, because a 
relief from slavery could not elevate them—could do them 
no good, hut an injury. JJenco such sympathy is for¬ 
bidden ;” meaning it is forbidden by God, in such passages 
ns this : “ Thine cyo shall not pity him” (Deut. xix. 13). 
Ho maintains that African slavery is a punishment divinely 
inflicted on the descendants of Ham for his offence. Ham, 
he thinks, married a descent ant of Cain, and his children 
inherited tho “ mark” set upon the first murderer! 


Let us now look at some facts connected with Slavery in 
America. 

Ho nation has, on tho whole, treated its African slaves 
so gently as tho Americans. This is proved by tho rapid 
increase of tho slave population. Compare America in 
this respect with some of the British West Indies.^ 

In seventy-three years, from 1702 to 1775, the increase 
of the coloured population of Jamaica was 158,014; but 
in rh"*t period tuero were imported and retained in tho 
island, C0U,G22; so tho slave-owners in seventy-throe years 
must have urod up and destroyed about 300,000 human 
beings. This dreadful exploitation continued a long time. 
From 1775 to 1794, about 113,000 more were imported; 


•' Do How, ».il. ill. pp. 39, 40. 

V "John Kielcher of Louisiana," 
Zasy Natchez, 1832. Svo. 

Hate* in the idea of Slavery, and 
Hebrew vpvb ijy, fo slave, in 1.41, 
hithpacl i and a declension of tho ' 
ijf, a slat*. 

1 In 1058 there were in Jamaica 
16VO 
1673 

im 
1775 


in hi.i Studies on Slavery in (119) 
pp. xiv, and 037. The author luxu- 
give* tho nubile a paradigm of tho 

1\iphol t pikcl, J»lhoi, hiphil htrphal, 

'factitious euphonic tcgholats" noun, 

1,400 slaves. 

8.000 „ 

OJ'Oi ,, 

30,000 „ 

60,540 „ 

194,014 „ 
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but in 1701 there wero only 200,000 coloured persons in 
Jamaica. In sixteen years, the loss was more man 47,000 
greater than the entire importation. To sav it all in a 
word : in 1702, Jamaica started with 36,000 slaves ; up to 
1791, she had imported and retained in bondage 473,000 
more; making a total of 509,000 souls, and in 1791, sho 
had only 260,000 to show as the result of her traffic in 
human souls. There was a waste of 249,000 lives S * 

About 750,000 slaves wero imported into Jamaica 
between 1650 and 1808. If that number seems excessive, 
diminish it to 700,000, which is certainly below tho fact; 
then add all tho children horn in the ono hundred and 
eighty-four years which elapsed before tbo day of emanci¬ 
pation came. Remember "that only 311,000 wero there to 
bo emancipated, in 1834, and it is plain what a dreadful 
massacre of human life had been going on in that garden 
of tho western world.f . 

About 1,700,000 slaves have been imported into tho 

• From 1791 to 1808, about 150,000 morn were imported, and tbo slavo 
population in 1808 was only 323,527, showing ft waste of more than. 
80,000 Urea in eighteen years! Importation was illegal, but still carried 
on after tbo latter date; at least 80,000 must liavo boen smuggled in, in 
tho next nino years. 

In 1817 the number of slaves was 346,150 

In 1826 it bad fallen to . . . 331,119 

In 1833 „ „ ... 311,092 

After tbo importation ceased, more pains were taken to preserve tbo 
Africans | but tbo table shows hew mortality wont on with increased 
velocity. 

Y<iar». Registered Birth*. Registered Beatlut, 

From 1817 to 1820 34,348 25,104 

„ 1823 to 1826 - ’ 23,026 25,171 

„ 1826 to 1829 ' 21,728 25,137 

t Tim same thing took place in all tbo British West Indies. Look at 
tbo following 

Talle of Slave Population of British Guiana, 

Number in 1820 -77,370 

„ 1820 71,382 

1832 65,617 

Loss in twelve years 11,859 
Table of Births and Deaths. 

Years. IWetstered Births, Registered Deaths. 

1817 to 1820 4868 7140 

1820 to 1823 4512 7188 

1823 to 1826 -4494 7634 

, 1820 to 1829 4684 5731 

1829 to 1832 -1080 7010 
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British West Indies. Of all this number, and the vast 
families of children bom thereof, in 1834 there were only 
780,993 to be emancipated. 

Look at the course of thing's in tho United States. In 
1714, the number of coloured persons was 58,850 ; in 
1850, 3,626,985.* 

The United States can show ten Africans now living for 
every ono brought into the country, while the British West 
Indies, in 1834, could not show one living man for each 
two brought thither as slaves.f 

• Hero is a conjectural and approximate 

Table of Importation of African Slaves to the United States, 

Before 17U . . 30,000 

From 1715 to 1750 . 00,000 

„ 1750 to 1700 . . 35,000 

„ 17GO to 1770 . 71,000 

„ 1770 to 1790 . . Si,000 

After 1790 . . . 70,000 


Total . . . 332,500 

t The above facts, and the authorities for them, are taken from a valu¬ 
able and readable book, by H. C. Carey, The Slave Trade, Domestic and 
Foreign ; triiy it (mists, and how it mag be extinguished, Philadelphia, 
1853. 1 voi. l&mo., pp. 420. Another work, by M. Charles Comte, con¬ 
tains much information relative to slavery, and its effects in ancient and 
modern times:— Trait4 dc .Legislation ou Exposition des Lois Genfralcs 
rutuin( Usquellcs lot FeupUs protp/rent, deptristenf, ou restent station- 
a ires, etc, (3mo Edition. Bruxelles, 1637.) Lima v. 

In I>e Bow, rol. ii. p. 340, et seq., is a statement of the importation of 
Slavs* to Charleston, from 1804 to 1607, whence I construct the fol- 
•owing 

Table of South Carolina Slave-Trade 1604-1807. 

70 vessels owned in England . . brought 19,040 slaves. 


3 

Cl 

59 

4 


Franco . 

Charleston 
Rhode Island 
Baltimore . 
other Southern Porta 
„ Northern Port* 


1,078 

7,723 

6,238 

750 

787 

G50 


39,075 „ 

Of these, 3133 were imported on account of cititons of the slave-holding 
States, and 35,612 on account of capitalist* in countries whore Slavery 
woa prohibited I Newport, in Rhode If’and, was famous for the slave- 
trade, and it* prosperity fed with that business. Tins cost of paving the 
only street in the town paved with atone was defrayed by a tax of ten 
dollars on each slave brought into tho harbour. 8o lato ns 1650, llostou 
vessels were engaged, in Urn African slave-trade. The domestic slave- 
trade still employs many northern vessels,—1033 slaves were shipped at 
Baltimore, for various southern ports, in 1851. 
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A Texan newspaper, the Columbian Planter, of April 5, 
1853, deprecates all discuss!> of Slavers', and thus speaks 
of tlio slave code of that State:—" Wo consider it the duty 
of the County Court to have these local laws compiled and 
printed in a cheap form, and a copy placed on each planta¬ 
tion in tho county. Hut we cannot, with what we con¬ 
sider the truo policy and interest of tho South, open tho 
columns of tho Planter for their publication.” 

“ Wo regard tho institution of domestic slavery as 
purely a local subject, which should lio at tlio foot of the 
Southern press with deathlike silence; for its great import¬ 
ance will not admit of its discussion.” 

I will mention three cases of cruelty which have lately 
come to my knowledge. A black free man, in a city of 
Kentucky, had a wife who was a slave. One evening her 
master, who had a grudge against the husband, found him 
in the kitchen with her, and ordered him out of tho house. 
He went, but left the gate of the back yard open as ho 
passed cut. The white man ordered him to return and 
shut it; the black man grumbled and refused; whereupon 
the white man shot him dead! The murderer was a 
"class leader” in the church, and attended a meeting 
shortly after this transaction. Ho was asked to " comfort 
tho souls of tho meeting, and improve his gift” by eomo 
words of exhortation. He declined on tho ground that ho 
felt dissatisfied with himself, that he himself "needed 
to ho strengthened, and wished for tho prayers of tho 
brethren.” They appointed a committee to look into the 
matter, who reported that ho had done nothing wrong. 
Tho affair was also brought before a magistrate, who dis¬ 
missed the case! 

Hero is another, yet more atrocious, A slave-holder in 
South Carolina hod inflicted a brutal and odious mutila¬ 
tion, which cannot bo named, on two male slaves for 
some offence. Last year tho master attempted to inflict 
tho same barbarity upon a third slave. He ordered 
another black man to help bind tho victim. Tho slave, 
straggling against them both, seized a knife, killed tho 
master, and then took his own life. The neighbour® came 
together, ascertained the facts, and hung up the slave’s 
dead body at tho next four corners, os a terror to tho 
coloured people of tho place l No account of it was 
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published in the newspapers. Slavery “ should lio at the 
ieet of the Southern press with deathlike silence!” 

While writing this address I receive intelligence of a 
slavo woman recently whipped to death in Missouri. An 
incautious German, who had not been long enough in tho 
country, to become converted to “ American Christianity,” 
and so callous to such things, published an account of tho 
transaction in a German newspaper. Tho murderers wero 
not punished. 

Tho following advertisement is taken from a newspaper 
published in Wilmington (North Carolina), in March, 
1353. Nothing in Mrs. Stowe’s work is so atrocious; for 
American fiction halts this sido of tho American fact:— 

225 Doutisa Hkwjled.—S tate of North Carolina, Now Hanover County. 
—Whereas, complaint upon oath has this day been made to us, two of 
tho Justices of tho Peace for tho State and county aforesaid, by Benjamin 
Halktl, of tho said county, that two certain male slaves belonging to 
him, named Lott, aged about twenty-two years, five feet four or iivo 
inchest high, and black, formerly belonging to Loll Williams, of Onslow 
Co. j and Bob, aged about sixteen years, fivo feet high, and black, have 
absented themselves from their said master's service, and supposed to bo 
lurking about tins county, committing acts of felony and other misdeeds. 
These are, therefore, in the .laamtj of the Stats aforesaid, to command tho 
said slaves forthwith to return homo to their masters j and wo do hereby, 
by virtue of the Act of the General Assembly in such cases made and 
provided, intimate and declare, that if the said Lott and Bob do not 
return home and surrender themselves, any person may kill and destroy 
the said slave*, by each mean* a« he or they may think of, without ae- 
ca ration or impeachment of any crime or offence for so doing, and with¬ 
out incurring any penalty or forfeiture thereby. 

Given under our hands and teals, this 23th day of February, 3853. 

W. N. P*o«r, J. P. [seal] 

W. C. BETTEKCOUt-T, J. P. [*®»Lj 

223 Douass lirwAiu).—Two hundred dollars will ho giren for negro 
Lott, either dead or olivo; and twentv-fivo dollars for Bob's head, de¬ 
livered to tho subscriber in tho town of Wilmington. 

Benjamin llAixm. 

March 2,1833. 

I will next proceed to allow some of tho effects of demo • 
cracy at the North, and despotism at tho South. 

First notice tho effect on tho increase of population. 
In 1790, tho entire population of the territory now occu¬ 
pied by the tdavoStates was 1,961,372 exclusive of Indians; 
that of tho free States was 1,968,455. 

In 1850, with an addition of immense territories— 
Florida, Louisiana, Texas, Now Mexico—the population of 
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tho slave States amounted to 9,710,779; the free States 
and territories, not including Oregon uml California, lmd 
13,318,371 souls. The population of the free States has 
increased about six hundred per cent., that of tho slave 
only about four hundred per cent. 

Lot us compare a free and n slave State which lie side 
by side. In soil and climate, Kentucky is superior to 
Ohio—only tho stream separates them. Slavery is on one 
side, freedom on the other; .md what a difference! 

Kentucky contains 37,GS0 square miles. It is well 
watered with navigable rivers—tho Ohio, Cumberland, 
Kentucky, Green, and Salt. The soil is admirable, pro¬ 
ducing abundantly; tho climate mild and salubrious. It 
abounds in minerals—coal, iron, lead. The salt springs 
were famous even with the French and Indians. It ice, 
cotton, and tho sugar-cane grow in Kentucky. 

Ohio contains 39,904 square miles of land, no better 
watered, with a soil not superior, less favoured with mine¬ 
ral riches, yet also abounding in iron and coal; the climate 
is sterner, the water power less copious. 

In 1790, Kentucky had 73,077 inhabitants; Ohio not 
a white man. In 1800, Kentucky bad 220,959; Ohio 
only 45,300. But in 1850, Kentucky had only 982,405 ; 
while Ohio had grown to 1,980,427 souls. To-day, Ken¬ 
tucky has not 775,000 freemen, while Ohio has more than 
2 , 00 * 0 , 000 . 

In 1810, Louisville, tho capital of Kentucky, numbered 
4,012 persons; Cincinnati, tho chief town of Ohio, con¬ 
tained 9,G44. Now Louisville has less than 50,000, and 
Cincinnati more than 150,000; whilo Cleveland and 
Columbus, in the same State, have risen from nothing to 
cities each containing 20,000 inhabitants. 

Look next at the effect of these different institutions on 
the productive industry of the different sections of tlm 
land. In the North, labour is respected. In 1845, there 
were in Boston 19,037 private families; there were 
15,744 who kept no servant, and only 1,009 who had 
more than one. Is Boston poor ? In 1*854, the property 
of her citizens, taxable on tbe spot, is more than 
$.225,000,000. 

In 18-17, tho real property in Boston wrs valued at 
$97,704,500,—$45,271,129 more than the value of all the 
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rcnl estate of South Carolina, with her 24,500 square miles 
of land. South Carolina “owns” 384,984 slaves ; at §400 
n head, they would come to §158,993,000. The actual 
property of tho inhabitants of Boston, in 1854, is sufficient 
to buy all those slaves, and then leave a balance sufficient 
to pay the market value of all tho houses and land in that 
proud State. 

In 1839, the census value of tho annual agricultural 
products of tho entire South was §312,330,151; that of 
tho free States, §342,007,440. Yet the South had an ad¬ 
vantage by nature, and 249,780 more persons engaged in 
agriculture. 

The manufactures of the South for that year were worth- 
$42,178,1.84 ; of the North, §197,058,040. 

Theaggregntoearningsof all the South were $403,429,718, 
of tho North, §058,705,108. The entire earnings of the two 
Carolina#, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, 
amounted to §189,321,719; those of New York to 
§193,800,433. 

Omitting the territories und California from the estimate, 
in 1850, the fifteen slave States contained 190,297,188 
acres of land in farms; the fifteen Northern States only 
97,087,778 acres. But the Northern farms were worth 
§283,023,483, while tho Southern were valued at only 
§253,583,234. The South has 93,000,000 acres the most 
land, and it is worth §30,000,000 the least. 

The South has invested §95,918,842 in manufactur¬ 
ing establishments which give an annual return of 
§107,900,350: while the North has §431,290,351 in 
manufactures, with a yearly earning of §845,430,428. 

In 1853, the South had 438,297 tons of shipping; 
at §40 a ton it was worth §17,331,880. The North had 
3,831,047 tons, worth §153,241,880. 

On the 1st of September, 1852, tho South, had 2,144 
miles of railroad ; the North 9,001 miles. The cost of 
1,140 miles of railroad in Massachusetts with its equip¬ 
ment was §50,559,982. 

In 1850, tho aggregate value of all the property real 
and personal of the fifteen slave States was §2,755,411,554; 
that of fifteen free States—omitting California—was 
§3; 180,083,924. But in the Southern estimate tho value 
of the working men is included ; appraising the 3,209,412 
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nt $400 apiece, they come to $1,280,104,800; deduct this 
from the gross sum, and there remains $1,476,240,754 as 
the worth of all the material projx.*rty of all the persons 
in the fifteen slave States; while the inhabitants of 
the free States have material property amounting to 
$3,180,683,024. 

The different effects of democracy and despotism appear 
in the higher forms of industry—the inventions which 
perform the work of human hands. From 1790 to 1840, 
there were 16,514 patents granted for inventions made in 
the free States, and only 2,202 in the slave States.. I omit 
patents granted to citizens of the district of Columbia, 
and to foreigners. In 1861, 64 patents were granted to 
citizens of the slave States; 656 to those of the free States. 
Besides, many of the Southern patents are granted to men 
born and bred at the North. 

It is not too much to say, that the machinery of Penn¬ 
sylvania, New York, and Massachusetts, driven by water 
and steam, earns every year more than all the 3,000,000 
slaves of the entire South. Even Chancellor Harper con¬ 
fesses that “free labour is cheaper than the labour of 
slaves.” The South kidnaps men, breeds them as cattle, 
brands them as cattle, beats them as cattle, sells them as 
cattle—does not know “ whether they have a soul or not;” 
declares them cursed by God, not fit for human sympathy, 
incapable of development, indifferent to liberty, to chastity, 
without natural affection ; breaks up their marriages, for¬ 
bids them to bo taught reading and writing—behold the 
practical results! 

Look at the effect of these two institutions, the demo¬ 
cratic and the despotic, on the intellectual education of the 
people, in the North and South. 

In 1839, there were in the slave States^ at schools and 
colleges, 301,172 pupLU; in the free States, 2,212,444 
pupils at school and college. New York sends, to school 
and college, more than twice many young persons as 
all the slave States. 

At that time there were in Connecticut 163,843 free 
persons over twenty years of age; of these only 526 were 
unable to read and write. Ia South Carolina, there were 
111,663 free persons over twenty, and of these 20,615 were 
reported as unable to write or read. The ignorant men of 
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Connecticut were almost all foreigners, those of South 
Carolina natives of that soil. A sixth part of the voters 
of South Carolina are unable to read the ballot they cast. 

According to the census of 1850, in the year 1849, the 
South paid $2,717,771 for public schools; the North 
$0,834,388. Tho South had 976,966 children at school; 
tho North, 3,106,961. 

The South had 2,867,567 native -whites over twenty 
years of ago ; of these 532,605 were unable oven to read— 
more than eighteen per cent. In the North there wero 
6,649,001 native whites over twenty, and only 278,575 
thus illiterate—not four an; 1 one-fourth per cent. 

In 1850, there were in tho United States 2,SQQ news¬ 
papers and other periodicals, from tho daily i-r the quar¬ 
terly, issuing annually about 422,700,000 copies, to about 
5,000,000 Riibscribers. Of these journals, 716 wero in tho 
slave States—including those printed in the capital of 
America—and 2,084 in the free States. The circulation of 
Southern periodicals, however, is limited: their averago 
is not more than one-half or two-thirds that of tho northern 
journals. 

Almost all who are eminent in science, literature, or art 
—naturalists, historians, poets, preachers—aro Northern 
men. Tho Southern pulpit produces nothing remarkable 
but evidences of tho Divinity of Slavery. 

The respective military power of tho democratic and 
despotic institutions was abundantly tested in tho revolu¬ 
tionary war. From 1775 to 1783, tho free population of 
the slave States w»3 1,307,549; there wero also 657,527 
slaves. New England contained 673,215 free persons, 
and 3,886 slaves. During tho nino years of that war, tho 
slave States furnished tho continental army with 58,421 
regular soldiers; New England alone furnished 118,380 
regulars. Tho slavo States had also 12,719 militia-men, 
and New England 46,048 militia-men. 

After the battlo of Bunker Hill, when tho States in 
Congress were called on to furnish soldiers, South Carolina, 
in consequence of her “ peculiar institutions,” asked that 
liars might remain at home. In 1779 (March 29Ui) a 
committee of Congress reported that “ the State of South 
Carolina is un.'blo to mako any effectual effort, with militia. 
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by reason of the great proportion of the citizens necessary 
to remain at home, to prevent insurrection among the 
negroes, and prevent the desertion of them to the enemy." 
Prom 1775 to 1783, South Carolina contained 166,018 
free persons, Connecticut only 158,7G0. During the 
nine years of the war, South Carolina sent 5,508 soldiers 
to the army, and Connecticut 39,831. While the six 
slave. .States could raise only 58,421 soldiers, and 12,779 
militia-men, Massachusetts alone contributed 67,937 sol¬ 
diers to the continental armv, and 15,155 militia-men—in 
all 83,092 ! 


The demoralizing influence of American despotism is 
fearfully obvious ir. the conduct of tho general Govern¬ 
ment. It debases tho legislative and the executive power; 
the Supreme Court is its venal prostitute. You remember 
the Inaugural of Mr. Pierce:— 

" I believe that involuntary servitude is recognised by 
the Constitution. I believe that it stands like any other 
admitted right. I hold that the laws of 1850 [tho Fugi¬ 
tive Slave Act] commonly called the ‘ compromise mea¬ 
sures,’ are strictly constitutional, and to be unhesitatingly 
carried out." “ The laws to enforce these [rights to pro¬ 
perty in the body and soul of men] should be respected 
and obeyed, not with a reluctance encouraged by abstract 
opinions as. to their propriety in a different state of society, 
hut cheerfully, anti according to the decisions of tho 
tribunal to which their exposition belongs." 

The effect of Slavery on the morality of the North is 
painful to .reflect upon. Northern merchants engage in 
the internal slave trade; in the foreign slave trade; they 
own plantations at the South ; they lend money to tho 
South, and take slaves as security. The Northern church 
is red with the guilt of bondage; most of its eminent 
preachers are deadly enemies to tho freedom of the African. 
How many clerical defenders 1ms the Fugitive Skive Act 
found in the North? The court-house furnished kid¬ 
nappers. ul Philadelphia, New York, and Boston; the 
church justified them in the name of God. I know of no 
church which has ever showed itself more cowardly than 
the American, Since 1849, the Bible Society dares not 
distribute tho Scriptures to slaves. The American Tract 



38 THOUGHTS OX AMERICA. 

Society adapts its publications to tbo Southern market, by 
expunging every word hostile to the patriarchal institu¬ 
tion. Mr. Guraoy says, “ If this love had always pre¬ 
vailed among professing Christians, where would have 
been tho sword of the crusader?' Where the African 
slave-trade ? Where the odious system which permiis to 
man a property in his fellow-man, and converts rational 
beings into marketable chattels ?” Tho American Tract 
Society alters tho text, and instead of what I have itali¬ 
cized, it prints: “ Whore tho tortures of the Inquisition ? 
Where every system of oppression and wrong by which 
ho who has tho power revels in luxury and case at tho 
expense of his follow-men ! ” 

In 1850 and 1851, the most prominent preachers in 
the North came out in public and justified tho kidnapping 
of men in Philadelphia, Now York, and Boston. It Is 
true some noblo ministers lifted up their voices against it; 
but tho theological leaders went for man-stealing, and 
know no higher law. 

Commercial and political journals denounced every 
minister who applied tho golden rulo of tho Gospel to 
tho poor fugitives from Slavery. Several clergymen 
were driven from their parishes in Massachusetts, becauso 
they preached against kidnapping. Metropolitan news¬ 
papers invited merchants to refuse to trade with towns 
whore the Fugitivo Slave Bill was unpopular; lawyers 
and doctors opposed to Slavery must not be employed. 

Anti-Slavery sentiments are carefully excluded from 
school-books: tho writers want a Southern market. Tho 
principal men in tho Northern colleges appear to ho on 
tho Bido of oppression. Tho political and commercial press 
of tho North is mainly on tho side of tho slave-holder. 
Wlnlo preparing this paper I find in a Northern news- 
jKijKjr (tho Boston Courier, of April 20, 1853) an adver¬ 
tisement as follows:— 

** A KARS CllAMCE TOR CAlTtAhlSTS! 

"TOR SAI.E. 

“ Tho Pulwdsi Ilonw, at Savannah, and rumituro, and a number of 
nix* xeorqe s, ncatuUmied to hotel btuinew," etc. 

Tho advertisement is dated u Savannah, 19M April” 

On that day, 1851, Boston landed at Savannah a man 
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whom she had kidnapped in her own streets ; on that day, 
in 1775, a few miles from Boston, a handful of farmers 
and mechanics first drew the sword of America against the 
oppressions of her parent, “in the sacred cause of God 
and their country.” Nemesis is never asleep! If men are 
to be advertised for sale in a Boston newspaper, it is well 
that the advertisement should date from the Battle of 
Lexington, or the Declaration of Independence. 

Last year the State of Illinois passed “ An Act to prevent 
the immigration of free negroes” into that .State. A man 
who brings a free negro or mulatto into the .State is to be 
fined not'lcss than $100, nor more than $500; and to 1x5 
imprisoned not more than a year. Every negro thus 
coming, shall bo fined fifty dollars, and, if unable to pay, 
shall bo sold to any person “ who will pay said fine and 
costs, for the shortest time.” “ Even' person who shall 
have one-fourth negro blood shall be deemed a mulatto.” 
Delaware has just passed a similar law, though with penalties 
less severe. 

In the commercial journals of the free and the slavo 
States, the most scandalous abuse has been poured out upon 
Mrs. Stowe for her Uncle 'Jwri's Cabin, and its Ivey. 
“ Priestess of Darkness” is one of the pleasant epithets 
applied to her. The Duchess of Sutherland receives, also, 
a large share of abuse from the same quarter. "When tho 
kidnapper is honoured; when “ prime negroes” aro 
advertised for stile; when elergvmen recommend man- 
stealing in the namo of Christ and of God, it L very proper 
that ladies of genius and philanthropy should bo held up 
ns objects of scorn and contempt! Men who know no 
law higher than tho Fugitivo Slave Bill, must work after 
their kind. 

It is a strange spectacle which America just now offers. 
Exiles flee hither, four hundred thousand in a year, and 
aro welcome; while Americans bom take their lives in 
’ their hand, and fly to Canada, to Nova Scotia, for an 
asylum. Unsuccessful “rebels,” who have comi: itted 
“ treason” at home, find ;. shelter in America, a welcome, 
and tho protection of tho democratic government; while 
3,300,000 men, guilty of no crime, are kept in a bondage 
worse than .Siberian. The “chief judicial officer” of 
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South Carolina thinks of nil “ distinguishing character¬ 
istics” of tho negroc-s “the most remarkable is their 
indifference to personal liberty.” But democratic Calhoun, 
with Clay, "Webster, and all tho leaders of tho South, must 
unite to mako tho Fugitivo Slave Bill, nnd hinder those 
men who ore indifferent to personal liberty from running 
away ! After all tho tumult, fifteen hundred fugitives got 
safely out of the slavo soil of tho United States in tho year 
1853. Alas, they must escape to tho territories of a 
monarch ! Of uu tho ground covered by the Declaration 
of Independence, not an inch is free soil, except tho five 
thousand miles which Britain regained by the Ashburton 
treaty. Every foot of monarchic British soil can change 
a slave to a free man; while in all the three million square 
miles of democratic America, there is not an inch of land 
where he can claim the natural nnd unalienable ri{*ht to 
life, liberty, and tho pursuit of happiness. English is the 
only tongue for liberty ; it is also the only speech in which 
kidnapping is justified by the clergy in tho name of God. 
The despots of tho European continent point with delight 
to tho American democrats enslaving one another, and 
declaring there is no higher law. 

There can bo no lasting peace between the two conflicting 
ideas I have named above. One wants a Democracy, tho 
other a Despotism; each is incursive, aggressive, exter¬ 
minating. Which shall yield ? Tho answer is plain : 
Slavery is to perish out of America ; Democracy is to 
triumph. Every census makes tho result of tho two ideas 
more apparent. Tho North increases in numbers, in 
riches, in tho intellectual development of the great mass 
of its people—out of all proportion to tho South. Slavery 
is a bad tool to work with. In tho South, there is littio 
skilled labour, littio variety of industry; rude form labour, 
rearing corn, coffee, tobacco, sugar, cotton, th«t is all. 
At Boston, at Now York, on tho Kennebec, and tho 
Penobscot, Northern men build ships of oak from Virginia, 
and hard nine from Georgia; they get the pitch and tar 
from Carolina, tho hemp from Kentucky—that State which 
has no shipping. Labour is cheap on the fair land of tho 
Carolina*, the best in the world for red wheat; labour is 
dear in Pennsylvania, but sho undersells tho Carolinos in 
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tho wheat market. Tennessee lia3 rich mines of iron oro 
—the fino bloomer iron; slave labour is cheap, coal 
abundant. Work is dear in Pennsylvania; but there free 
labour makes better iron at cheaper rates. Tho South is 
full of water power; within six miles of the President’s 
house there is fcrco enough to turn all tho mills of British 
i tanchcster; it runs by as idle as a cloud. The Southerner 
draws water in a Northern bucket, drinks from a Northern 
cup; \nth a Northern fork and spoon ho eats from a 
Northern dish, set on a Northern table. lie wears 
Northern shoes made from Southern hides; Northern 
coats, hats, shirts; ho keeps time with a Northern watch ; 
his wife wears Northern jewels, plays on a Northern 
p ; .noforto; ho sleeps in a Northern bed; reads (if read ho 
can) a Northern book; and writes (if writing bo not a 
figure of speech) on Northern paper, with, a pen from tho 
North. The laws of Mississippi must bo printed in a 
Northern town! Tho Southerner has no market near at 
band, no variety of labour, little that is educational in toil; 
industry is dishonourable. It is tho curse of Slavery which 
makes it so! 

Three forces now work against this institution: Political 
Economy, showing that it does not pay; the Public 
Opinion of England, France, Germany, of all Christendom, 
heaping shame on the '* model republic”—“ tho first and 
mast enlightened nation in tho world;” tho still small 
voice of Conscience in all men. Tho Political Economist 
scofls at the absolute Bight; tho Partisan Politician mocks 
at tlio Higher Law; the Pharisee in tho pulpit makes 
mouths at the invisible Spirit, which silently touches tho 
hearts of women and of men. But he who know* tho 
world because be knows man, and man’s God, understands 
very well, that though Justice lias feet of wool, her hands 
are of iron. These three force*—it is plain wlint they will 
do with American Slavery. 

This institution of Slavery has brought us into most 
deadly peril. A story is told of some Italinn youths, of 
famous family, in tho Middle Ages. Borgia and his com¬ 
rades sat riotously feasting, long pas» midnight, hot with 
young blood, giddy with passion, crazed. with fiery wine. 
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In their intemperate laughter they hear tho hoarse voieo 
of monk** in tho street, coming round tho corner, chanting 
tho Miserere tut services fur the dying, “Have mercy upon 
me, 0 God, according to thy loving-kindness f” “ What is 
that?” cries one. “ 0h, >> answers another, •* it is only somo 
]K>or soul going to hell, and tho priests tiro trying to cheat 
tho devil of his duo! Push round tho wine." Again 
comes tho chant, *' For I acknowledge my transgression, 
and my sin is over before mol" “ How near it is; under 
tho windows,*’ says a reveller, turning pale. u What if it 
should be meant for ono of us; let mo look.” Ho opens 
tho window, the torches flash in from the dark street, and 
tho chant pours on them, ** Purge me with hyssop, and I 
shall be clean: wash me, and I shall bo whiter than snow I" 
They all spring to their feet. *‘ Whom is it for?” they 
cry out. " Deliver me From blood-guiltiness, 0 God, thou 
God of my salvation; und my tongue shall sing aloud of 
thy righteousness,” is tho answer. They throw open tho 
door—tho mother of Borgia rushes in: * s You are all dead 
men,” she cries; “ I poisoned the wiuo myself. Confess, 
and make your peace with God; here are His ministers.” 
Tho white-rol>cd priests fill up the room, chanting, ” Tim 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 
contrite heart, 0 God, thou wilt not despise 1” u But hero 
is an antidote for mv son,” cries the mother of Borgia. 
"Take it!” He dashes the cup on the ground-—and tho 
gay company lies there, pale-blue, poisoned, and dead! 
Shall that be the fate of America ? Yes; if she cast tho 
cup of healing to tho ground ! Oilier admonitions must 
come, yet more terrible, before wo learn for whom tho 
Miserere is now wailing forth. 

If America were to keep this shameful pest in tho 
land, then ruin is sure to follow*,—ruin of all tho dear- 
bought institutions of our fathc** Tho slaves double in 
about twenty-five years; sain K30, there would be 
27,000,000 of slaves! What *. it! The question is 
not merely, shall we have Slave, j and Freedom, but 
Slavery or Freedom. The two cannot long continue sido 
by side. 

When this hindorance is taken away, there is a noble 
career open before this young giant. There is a new con- 
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tincnt, now for tho first time married to tho civilized 
world. Various races of mon mingle their blood—Indians, 
Africans, Caucasians; various tribes—Celtic Irish., Welsh, 
.Scotch, Ang!o-Sa;ion, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, Dutch, 
German, Polish, Swiss, French, Spanish; all theso arc 
here. Each will contribute its best to tho goneral stock. 
Democratic institutions and Democratic education will give 
an intellectual development to tho mass of men such as tho 
world never saw. There is no fear of war ; the army and 
tho navy do not number thirty thousand men. Tho 
energies* of the nation will bo uircctcd to their natural 
work—subduing material Nature, and developing human 
Nature into its higher firms. Now we arc excessively 
material in our tastes—one day, if this great obstacle lie 
overcome, America will bo eminent also for scionce, letters, 
art, and for tho noblest virtues which adorn mankind. No 
nation had ever so fair an opportunity—shall we bo false 
to our origin, and the heart's high hope ? Humanity .ys, 
“No!” 
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A SERMON 

PRKACnr.D AT 

The Music Hall, in Boston*, on Sunday, June 4, 1854. 
vtitii 

" IK LESSON FOR THE DAY OF THE PREVIOUS SUNDAY. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

On Sunday, May 28, after tlio u*ual introductory (service*, Mr. Parker 
pronounced tlie follow in# 

LESSON FOR THE DAY. 

I see by your faces, os well os by your number, what is 
expected of rae to-day. A person 1ms just sent tug a re¬ 
quest, asking me, “ Cannot you extemporize a sermon for 
tliis day?” It is easier to do it than not. But I shall 
not extemporize a sermon for to-day-—I shall extemporize 
the Scripture. I therefore pass over the Bible words, which 
I designed to read from the Old Testament and tho New, 
and will take the Morning Lesson from the circumstances 
of tho past week. Tho time has not como for me to preach 
a sermon on tho great wrong now enacting in this city. 
Tho deed is not yet fully done: any counsel that I have to 
offer is better given elsewhero than here, at another timo 
than now. Neither you nor I aro quito calm enough to¬ 
day to look the matter fairly in tho face and see entirely 
what it means. Beforo tho events of tho past week' took 
place, I had proposed to preach this morning on the sub¬ 
ject of war, taking my themo from the present commotions 
in Europe, which also will reach us, and have already. 
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That will presently he the theme of my morning's sermon. 
Next Sunday, 1 shall preach on The vkiuhs into which 
America is wrought at this day ijy the new Crime 
against Humanity. That is the theme for next Sunday: 
the other is for to-day. But before I proceed to that, I 
have some words to say in place of the Scripture lesson, 
and instead of a selection from the Old Testament 
prophets. 

Since last we came together, there lias been a man stolen 
in this city of our fathers. It is not the first; it may not 
ho the last. Ho is now in tho great slave pen in tho city 
of Boston. He is there against the law oi the Common¬ 
wealth, which, if I am rightly informed, in such cases 
prohibits the nso of State edifices as United States gaols. 
I may be mistaken. Any forcible attempt to take him 
from that barrncoon of Boston, would be wholly without 
use. For besides the holiday soldiers who belong to tho 
city of Boston, and are ready to shoot down their brothers 
in a just or an unjust cause, any day when tho city govern¬ 
ment gives them its command and its liquor, I understand 
that there are one hundred and eighty-four United States 
marines lodged iu the Court House, every man of them 
furnished with a musket and a bayonet, with his sido 
arms, and twenty-four ball cartridges. They are stationed 
also in a very strong building, and where live min, in a. 
passage-way, about the width of this pulpit, can defend it 
against five-and-twenty, or a hundred. To “ keep tho 
peace," tho Mayor, who, tho other day “ regretted tho 
arrest" of our brother, Anthony Bums, and declared that 
his sympathies were wholly witn tho alleged fugitive—and 
of course wholly against the claimant and tho Marshal— 
in order to keep tho peace of the city, the Mavor musL 
become corporal of the guard for kidnappers from Virginia. 
He must keep the peace of our city, and defend these 
guests of Boston over tho graves, tho unmonuincntcd 
graves, of John Hancock and Samuel Adams. 

A man has been killed by violence. Some say ho was 
killed by his own coadjutors: I can easily bcliove it; there 
is evidence enough that they were greatly frightened. 
They were not United States soldiers, but volunteers from 
the streets of Boston, who, for their pay, went into tho 
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Court House to assist in kidnapping a brother man. They 
were so cowardly that they could not use the simple cut¬ 
lasses they had m their hands, but smote right and left, 
like ignorant and frightened ruffians as they are. They 
may have slain their brother or not—I cannot tell. It is 
said by some that they killed him. Another story is, that 
lie was killed by a hostile hand from without. Some say 
by a bullet, some by nn axe, and others still by a knife. 
As yet nobody knows the facts. But a man has been 
killed. Ho was a volunteer in this service. He liked the 
business of enslaving a man, and has gono to render an 
account to God for his gratuitous wickedness. Twelve 
men have been arrested, and are now in gaol to await their 
examination for wilful murder! 

Here, then, is one man butchered, and twelve men 
brought in peril of their lives. "Why is this? Whoso 
fault is it ? 

Some eight years ago, a Boston merchant, by his mer¬ 
cenaries, kidnapped a man “ between Faneuil Hall and old 
Quincy,” and carried him off to eternal slavery. Boston 
mechanics, the next day, held up the hnlf-eugles which 
they received as pay for stealing a man. The matter was 
brought before the grand jury for the county of Suffolk, 
and abundant evidence was presented, as I understand, 
but they found " no bill.” A wealthy merchant, in the 
name of trade, had stolen a black man, who, on hoard a 
ship, had come to this city, had been seized by tho mer¬ 
cenaries of this merchant, kept by them for awhile, and 
then, when he escaped, kidnapped n second time in the city 
of Boston. Boston did not punish the deed 1 

The Fugitive Slave Bill was presented to us, aud Boston 
rose up to welcome it! Tho greatest man in all theN n*th 
came here, and in this city told Massachusetts she must 
obey the Fugitive Slave Bill with alacrity—that we must 
nil conquer our prejudices in favour of justice and the 
unalienable rights of man. Boston did conquer her pre¬ 
judices in favour of justice and the unalienable rights ot 
man. 

Do yon not remember tho “ Union Meeting ” which was 
held in Faneuil Hall, when a “political soldier of fortune,” 
sometimes called the “ Democratic Prince of tho Devils,” 
howled at tho idea that there was a law of God higher 
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than the Fugitive Slavo Bill? He sneered, and asked, 

“ Will you have the ‘Higher Law of God* to rule over 
you?” and the,multitude which occupied the floor, and 
the multitude that crowded the galleries, howled down the 
Higher Law of Got!! They treated tho Higher Law to 
a laugh and a howl! That was Tuesday night. It was 
tho Tuesday before Thanksgiving-day. On that Thanks¬ 
giving-day, I told tho congregation that tho men who 
howled down the Higher Law of Almighty God, had 
got Almighty God to settle with; that they lmd 
sown tho wiud, and would reap the whirlwind. At that 
meeting Hr. Choate told the people—" REMEMBER ! 
Rkmkmukk ! Remember!" Then nobody'knew wluit to 
“ remember.” Now you know. That is tho state of that 
case. 

Then you " remember” the kidnappers came here to 
seize Thomas Sims. Thomas Sims was seized. Nino days 
he was on trial for more than his life; and never saw a 
judge—never saw a jury. He was sent back into bondage 
from the city of Boston. You remember tho chains that 
were put around tho Court House; you remember tho 
judges of Massachusetts stooping, crouching, creeping, 
crawling under tho chain of Slavery, in order to get to 
their own courts. All these things you “remember.” 
Boston was non-resistant. She gave her “back to tho 
smiters ”—from the South ; she “ withheld not her check ” 
—from the scorn of South Carolina, and welcomed tho 
“spitting” of kidnappers from Georgia and Virginia. 
To-day we have our pay for such conduct. You have not 
forgotten the “ fifteen hundred gentlemen of property and 
standing,” who voluutcered to conduct Mr. Sims to slavery 
—Marshal Tukey’s “ gentlemen,” They “remember” it. 
They are sorry enough now. Let us forgive—wo need not 
forget. “REMEMBER! Rkmkmhkr! Remember!" 

The Nebraska Bill has just now been passed. Who 
passed it ? Thy fifteen hundred “ gentlemen of property 
and standing” in Boston, who, in 18*51, volunteered to 
carry Thomas Sims into slavery by force of arms. They 
passed the Nebraska Bill. If Boston had punished the 
kidnapping of 1845, there would have been no Fugitive 
Slave Bill in 1850. If Massachusetts, in 1850, had do- 
■ elared tho Bill should not be executed, tho kiduapper would 
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never have shown his faco in the streets of Boston. If, 
failing in this, Boston had said, in 1851, “ Thomas Sims 
shall not bo carried off,” and forcibly or peacefully, by the 
majesty of the great mass of men, had resisted it, no 
kidnapper would have como here again. There would 
have been no Nebraska Bill. But to every demand of 
tho slave power, Massachusetts has said, “ Yes, yes!—wo 
grant it all! ” “ Agitation must cease ! ” “ Save tho 

Union! ” 

Southern Slaver}' is an institution which is in earnest. 
Northern Freedom is an institution that is not in earnest. 
It was in earnest in *76 and '83. It has not been much 
in earnest since. The compromises are but provisional! 
Slavery is the only finality! Now, since the Nebraska 
Bill is passed, an attempt is made to add insult to insult, 
injuty to injury. Last week, at New York, a brother of 
the Ilev. Dr. Pennington, an established clergyman, of 
largo reputation, great character, acknowledged learning, 
who has his diploma from the University of Heidelberg, 
in Gormany—a more honourable source than that from 
which any clergyman in Massachusetts has received one— 
hi? brother and two nephews were kidnapped in New 
York, md without any trial, without any defence, were 
hurried off into bondage. Then, at Boston, you know 
what was done in tho last four days. Behold tho conse- 

? uences of the domino that there is wo higher law. 
xx)k at Boston to-day. There are no chains round your 
Court House—there are only rojws round it this time. A 
hundred and eightv-four United States soldiers are there. 
They are, I am told, mostly foreigners—tho scum of tho 
earth—none but such enter into armies ns common soldiers, 
in a country like ours. I say it with pity—they are not 
to blamo for having bc^r. horn where they were and what 
they are. I pity the scum as well as I pity tho mass of 
men. The soldiers are there, I say, and their trade is to 
kill. Why is this so ? 

You remember tho meeting at Faneuil Hall, last Friday, 
when even the words of my frieiul, Wendell Phillips, tho 
most eloquent words that get spoken in America m this 
century, hardly restrained the multitude from goiug, and 
by violence storming tho Court House. What stirred 
them up ? It was tho spirit of our fathers—tho spirit of 
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justico and liberty in your heart, aud in my heart, and in 
tho heart of us all. Sometimes it gets tho hotter of a 
man’s prudence, especially on occasions like this; and so 
excited was that assembly of four or five thousand men, 
that even the words of eloquent Wendell Phillips could 
hardly restrain them from going at once rashly to tho 
Court House, and tearing it to tho ground. 

Boston is tho most peaceful of cities. Why ? Because 
wo have commonly had a peace which was worth keeping. 
No city respects laws so much. Becauso tho laws liavo 
been made by tho people, for tho people, and are laws 
which respect justice. Here is a law which the peoplo 
will not keep. It is a law of our Southern masters ; a 
law not fit to keep. 

. Why is Boston in this confusion to-day ? Tho Fugi¬ 
tive Slave Bill Commissioner has just now been sowing 
tho wind, that wo may reap the whirlwind. Tho old 
Fugitivo Slave Bill Commissioner stands back; ho has 
gono to look after his " personal popularity.” But, when 
Commissioner Curtis does not aaro appear in this mat 
ter, another man comes forward, and for tho first timo 
seeks to kidnap liis man also in the city of Boston. Judge 
Lorihg is a man whom I have respected aud honoured. 
His private life is mainly blameless, so far as I know. 
Ho has been, I think, uniformly beloved. His character 
has entitled him to the esteem of his fcllow-citizoiis. I 
have known him somewhat I never heard a mean word 
from him—many good words. He was onco the law- 
partner of Horace Mann, and learned humanity of a great 
teacher. I have respected him a good deal. He is a 
respectablo man—in the Boston sense of that, word, and 
iu a much higher sense ; nt least, I have thought so. lie 
is a kind-hearted, charitable man ; a good neighbour; a 
fast friend—when politic do not interfere; charitable 
with his purse; an excellent husband; a kind father; a 
good relative. And I should as soon havo expected that 
venerable man who sits before me, born before your 
Revolution [Samuei. May],— I should as soon hnve ex¬ 
pected him to go and kidnap Robert Morris, or any of 
tho other coloured men I see around me, as I should havo 
expected Judge Loring to do this thing. But ho hes 
sown tho wind, and we nro reaping the whirlwind. I need 
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n«*i F.-.y *.vhai I 3!tiw tliii!]-: of him. Ho is Lr act- to¬ 
morrow, and may yvi uc-i like a wmu. Let \ri wait and 
3 > t 1 t i i i S n him yd. But, my friend.;:, 

ah mm contusion n Ins work, Ho knew hn was stealing 
a man bora with tho fame. unnlionubh; right to “ life, 

') i t , .in pursuit of Imppim.**as himself. Ho 
know d.;o slave-holder::; had 310 more right to Anthony 
.Barns than to his own. daughter, iio knew the conse¬ 
quences of stealing n man. Ho know that there are men 
in Boston, who have not yet conquered (heir prejudice.'-;— 
men who respect the higher law of God. lie knew 
there would 1.50 a meeting at Funeuil Halt—gatherings in 
the streets. Ho know there would be violence. 

KinvAnn Chun-T.KV Lontgci, Judge of Probate for the 
county of Suifolk, in the State of Massachusetts, Fugi¬ 
tive Slave Bill Commissioner of the United States, before 
these citizens of Boston, on Ascension Sunday, assembled 
to worship God, 1 charge you with the death of that 
man who was killed on last Friday night. Ho was your 
‘cllow-Kcrvant. in kidnapping. Ho dices at your hand, 
Fou bred the shot* which make® his wife n widow, his 
child an orphan. I charge you with the pc-ril of twelve 
men, arrested for murder, and on {rial for their lives. I 
charge you with tilling the Court House with one, hundred 
and eighty-four hired ruffians of the United States, and 
alarming not only this city for her liberties that are in 
peril, but stirring up the whole Commonwealth of Massa¬ 
chusetts with indignation, which no man knows how’ to 
stop—vdbich no mail can stop. You have clone it all 1 

This is my Lesson for the Hay. 
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“ 'Then on« of tho twelve, called .Tm!a» Iitcarlot-, went tmlo the ch»«f 
priests, end raid smty shorn, VYhst wilt y-a give mo, and I will deliver him 
unto you ? And Umy covcs&ntfei with him tor thirty pionr* of silver. 
And from that time ho sought opportunity to betray him."—M att. xxrL 
34 - 10 . 

"Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when ho raw that ho wjw ee^- 
dimmed, repented himself, and brought n«am tlia thirty piece* of#ilvor 
to tho chief priests and elder#, saying, 1 have clsmed in that I b»vo 
betrayed tho inuccent blood. And they said, Wbat, io that to usf see 
thou to that.” —Matt, xxvii, 3, -1. 

Within tl\o last few days, we have scon some of the 
results of despotism in America, which might indeed easily 
astonish a stranger; but a citizen of Boston has no right 
to be surprised. Tho condition of this town from May* 
24th to June 2nd is the natural and unavoidable result of 
well-known causes, publicly and deliberately put in action. 
It is only* the first-fruit cf causes which in time will 
litter the ground with ntnhhr harvests, and with others 
even worse. Let us protend no amazement that tho seed 
sown has borne fruit after its kind. Let us see what warn¬ 
ing or what guidance wc can gather from these events, 
their o»ttso and consequence. -So- this morning I ask your 
attention to a Sehmon of the New Chime against 

' * The Sermon which follows was prints*! ia the B&tivn Cw.mmweiUk t 
or, Monday, from tbs Phonographic ftoport of Home?. Slock sad Ycrrio* 
tori. They copied out tho notes At my fceugo, and X remed them. Wo 
did not cam pie'a our klxi urs till half-past three o’clock Hereby momingv 
It may* easily bo imagined that soma orrora appeared in tho print—for 
the gyerahable body weigheth down tho mind, and, though tho spirit bo 
willing, tho iksh is too weak to work four-and-iwerviy hoars co&tisiuoaaly. 
Yet li»a errors were norpruttogly few. In this edition of fho Semton 
sonic pajamgc# have been added which were tmriiJc' » tbs .Ucport, and 
#©»«* ?h*s, which, though written, were not delivers*! on Sandrw. 

BosroX, jr«m* 10, V$U, 
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HUMANITY COMMrvTKl'J IN THt. MIDST OF VS. of Uf> Last 
KiDNAmNd which luw taken place in Boston. 

I know well fho re-spousibiluy of the place I oeemp; f his 
morning. To-inorroV* sun shall carry my words t *U 
America. They 'will be read on both sides of the contin».*ri. 
They will cross the ocean. It may aatonich the minds of 
men in Europe to hear of the iniquity committed m the 
•midst of m. Lot us be calm nud cool, and look the thing 
fairly in the face. 

Of course, you will understand, from my connection with 
what has taken place in part, that I must speak of some 
things with a good deal of reserve, and others pass by 
entirely. However, I .have only too much to say. I have 
•have had but short time for probation, the deed, is so re¬ 
cent Perhaps I skull trespass a little on your patience, 
this morning, that hand overrunning my customary hour 
some twenty or thirty minutes. If'any* erf' you find your 
patience exhausted, and standing too wearisome, you can 
retire; and. if without noise, none will be diAurbtd, and 
none offended. 

On Wednesday night, the 24th of Hay. a- young man, 
without property, without friends — I will"continue ‘to call 
his name Anthony Bums—rims reluming' homo from his 
usual lawful and peaceful work in. the clothing shop of 
'Deacon Pitts, in Brattle Street. He was assaulted by six 
ruihans, who charged him with having broken into a 
jewellers shop. They seized him, forced him to the Court 
House, thrust. him into am upper chamber therein, where 
ho war, surrounded by men, armed, it is raid, with 
bludgeons and revolvers. There ho was charged with 
being a fugitive slave. A man from Virginia, churning to 
be his owner, and another man, likewise from Virginia, 
confronted the poor victim, and extorted from him a con¬ 
fession, as they allege, that ho was the ehuraoaPs fugitive 
slave—if, indeed, the confession was not purely an inven- 
' tiou of his foes, who had made the false charge of burglary; 
for they who begin Avifh alio are not to bo trusted after 
that lie has boon told. He was kept all night, guarded by 
ruffians hired for the purpose of ddnappmg a man. Ko 
' friend was permitted to see him , but A is ‘’deadliest foes, 
who clutched id what every one of us- holds tenfold dearcs- 




than life itself, wore allowed access. They crane rmd 
went freely, making their inquisition, extorting or invent¬ 
ing admissions to bo used for Mr. Burns’s ruin. 

At nine o'clock the next; morning', Thursday (May 
Sfilh), the earliest hour at; which the courts of Massa¬ 
chusetts ever open, he was brought lot ho court-room 
and arraigned before' Edward Greeley Luring, Judge of 
Prohuto. one of tlu? Fugitive {Slave Bill Commissioners of 
the city of Jh.slon, and 'hmuedintely put on trial. "Inti¬ 
midated” ’ y the mob about him, and stupefied with 
term- -rod ie *.r, he makes no defence. " As a lamb before, 
his fisuart f:> i-t dumb, so ho opened not his mouth.” How 
could lie dure make a defence, treated as he laid Been the 
night before?—confronted us he was by men. clutching at 
Ins liberty ? —in, a court-room packed with, ruffians, where 
the slaveholders' counsel brought pistols in their breasts ? 
lie had been in duress all night, with, incpiisitors about 
him. His claimant was there, with, documents manu¬ 
factured in Alexandria : with a witness brought from 
Richmond ; witli two lawyers of Boston to aid them. 

bVhat a scene it was for a Massachusetts court t A 
merchant from Richmond, so Mr. Brent called himself; 
another from Alexandria, who was a sheriff mid merabor of 
the Virginia Legislature—for suck Colonel Buttle has been 
—they were there io steal a man! They had him already 
in gaol; they went out and cm no in as they likes], and shut 
from his presence everybody who was not one of tho 
minions hired to aid them in their crime. 

Further, they had two lawyers of Boston, giving them 
the benefit of their education unci their knowledge of tho 
lava: and, in addition to that, tho senior lawyer, Both 
L Thomas, brought considerable experience, acquired on 
similar occ:uuons—for be has been the kidnoppon:.’ counsel 
from the beginning. The other lawyer was a young man 
of good culture* and amiable deportment, I think with no 
previous stain on bis reputation. This is his first o donee, 
f. trust it will he nko bis last—that ho will not bring 
shame on his own and his mother's head. X know not 
how tho kidnappers enticed tho young man to do so huso 
a deed ; nor what motive turned him to a course so foul us 
this. He is a young man, sorely penitent- for* this early 
treason against humanity. Generous emotions arc com- 
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monly powerful in the bosoms of flu.) young. A young 
man with only cruel calculation in Iris heart is n rare and 
loathsome spectacle. Let; us hope heller thing* of this 
lawyer; thru, a generous nature only deeps in him. It is 
his first offence. I hope ho wilt bring forth <( fruits 
meet for repentance.” Judge of him an charitably us you 
can. Of Mr. Thomas I have only this to add :—that ho is 
chiefly known in the courts as fho associate of Mr. Curtis 
in attempts like this; the regular attorney of the .steak*r.i 
of men. and apparently delighted with his work. Ho 
began this career by endeavouring to seize ‘William and 
Ellen Craft. |Io is a member of the Democratic party 
who has not yet, received his reward. 

On the aide of the kidnapper there were also the district 
marshal, the district attorney, the Fugitive Slave .Bill 
Commissioner, and sixty-five rnen whom I counted 115 the 
marshal’s “ guard.” When the company was ordered to 
disperse, and the guard to remain, 1 tarried late, and 
counted thorn. X icckoncd aixty-fivo in thejeouri-room, 
and five more outside. I may have been mistaken in the 
count. 

On the other side there was a poor, friendless negro, 
sitting between two bullies.,. his wrists chained togethei 
by stout handcuffs of steel—a prisoner with,out a crime, 
chained; on trial for more than life, and yd; there was no 
charge agmusfc him, save that his mother had been a slave! 

Mr. Burns had no counsel. The kidnapper’s lawyers 
presented their documents from Alexandria, claiming 
him ns ft Have of Colonel Buttle, who had escaped from, 
” service.” They brought a Virginia merchant to identify 
the prkoner. Ho was swiftly sworn, and testified with 
speed. Tho claimant’s lawyers declared that Air. Bums 
had acknowledged already that ho was Colonel Buttlo’s 
slave, and willing to go back. So they demanded a 
” certificateand at first it scented likely to bo granted 
at once. Why should a Fugitive Blare Bill Commissioner 
delay? Why docs ho want evidence ? Injustice is swift 
of foot. You know wind; was done in How York, the very 
same week ;—three men were seized, carried before a com¬ 
missioner, and, without even a mock trial, without any 
defence, hurried to bondage, pitiless and for over 1 Only 
an accident, it seems, saved Boston from that outrage. 
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Bui there came forward m the court-room two young 
lawyers, Iliehanl If. Dana and, Charles M. Jillis, noble read 
honourable men, tho pride of the mothers that. bore them, 
and fb/e joy of tho fathers who have (rained them tip to 
piety mid rovorenro for I ho buv of God. Voluntarily, 
gratuitously, they offered their ser.ices at counsel for Idv. 
Ihmuu But it was raid, by {he. kidnappers that bo did 
“ not- want counselthat ho “would make no defence;” 
that ho was “willing to go back.” "Messrs. Dana and 
HID did not wish to apeak with, him, or seemed to plead 
that ho might bo their client. I spoko with him. His 
fear gave him a sad presentiment oi his fate. ' Ho fcmnl 
that ho should bo forced into slavery. How could ho 
think otherwise ? Arrested on a lying charge ; kept. in. 
secret under severe and strict duress; guarded by armed 
men; confronted by his claimant; seeing no friends about 
him ; bow could in. do otherwise than despair ? If he wont 
back at all, it was natural that he .should “wish to go back 
easily,” fearing that, if he resisted his claimant in Boston, 
ho “must suffer for it in Alexandria.” His “ conqueror/ 5 
ho thought, would take “ vengeance” on him v, non he got. 
him home, if ho resisted his claim. That is the best 
evidence which I have soon that the man bad ever been a 
slave : ho know the taste and the strength of tho slavo- 
drivork whip. Thu 4, was not brought forward in 
“ evidence.” If I had boon tho kidnapper’s counsel I 
should have said, “ Tim man is doubtless a slave; ho is 
afraid bo go back !” When I was in tho court-room, as 
I was about y. "sk poor Burns if ho would have counsel, 
one of tho “gtimxl” said to me, “.You will never get him 
to say ho wants a defence.” Another more humanely said, 
“ I hope ho will; at any rate, it will do no harm to try.” 
I asked him, and ho said, “ Do as you think best.” 

But still tho counsel felt tv doUeacy in engaging under 
such circumstances. For they thought that, if, after all, 
ho was to bo sent to bondage, arid when in tho hands of the 
jslavo-maator should bo tortured the more for the defence 
they had made for him in Boston Court. House, it would 
surely bo better to lot-thn marshal lake his victim as soon as 
ho liked, and allow the Fugitive" filavo Bill Commissioner 
to earn, his “ thirty pieces of silver” without delay. They 
begged for time, however, that tho intimidated man might- 




THK NEW CRIMP. 


make up his mind, and determine whether lie would 
have n defence or not. 

There is no w-d to hunum nfm.ity. The kuln&pper’s 
lawyers objected to the delay, and wished the "trial” to 
proceed at oneo “ forthwith.” They said that- tlio claimant, 
Colonel Suttlo, was hero, luumg \ omo nil the way from 
Alexandria to Boston, at ;;iui cou that tin; case was 
clear ; that Burns made no dt k m md 13icy asked for 
an ins tar. t decision. The P'mni. n nnvyer [Tiiom.vs] 
thought it was not worth while to delay; there was only 
the liberty of n mim at stake—a poor man, with no repu¬ 
tation, no friends, nothing but the “natural, essential, and 
unalienable rights ” wherewith ho was “ endowed by bis 
Creator’'----nothing but that:—let the Virginia colonel 
mivo hvs skive! That is Administration Democracy in 
Massachusetts. There arc two Democracies—the Celes¬ 
tial and the Satanic. One—it is the Democracy of the 
•Beatitudes of the Few Testament and of Jesus Christ: 
that rays, “My brother, you uro as good as I: come up 
higher, and let- mo take you by the hand, and wo will 
help each other.” Such Democracy is the worship of the 
great God. The oilier—it says, “ 1 am as good as you, 
and, if you don’t let me triumph over you. I will smite you 
to the ground.” That is the Democracy of Caleb Gushing, 
the Democracy of the Administration, and of a great many 
political men, Democrat and Whig, and neither Whig nor 
Democrat, 

Commissioner Loring asked Air. Burns if ho Wanted 
time to think of the matter, ami counsel to aid in bis 
defence. I shall never forget how lie looked round that 
eouH-rcom, at tho marshal, at the kidnapper’s lawyers, at 
the commissioner, tho claimant, and his witness i Save 
the counsel, whom lie had never seen before, there was 
scarce a friendly face that Iris eye rested,on. At length 
ho said timidly, and catching for breath, " Yes.” Air. 
Loring put off the case until Saturday. Tho Fugitive 
Slave Bill Commissioner was to lecture at Cambridge on 
Friday. Ho is a Professor at Harvard College, and he 
could not conveniently hold court on that day. He is a 
Judge of Probate, and looks after widow.: and orphans; lie 
must ba in the Probate Office on A [today. Saturday was 
the most convenient day for the commissioner. So, in a 
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matter which w&3 to &r Armine whether the prisoner should 
bo a free man or only a Iking which might be sold and 
beaten as a beast, the “ court ” allowed him forty-eight 
hours’ delay ! It really gave him time to breathe u little. 
Let us bo grateful to the commissioner! He gave moro 
favour than any Fugitive Slave Bill Commissioners have 
done before. I believe. 

You know the rest. He was ou trial ten days, lie was 
never in a court; all this time ho has not seen a jury ; ho 
has net even seen a judge; the process is “ summary,” 
not “ summary in time,” as Mr. Boring declares; but it 
is “ without due form of law.” The iJcuiuvnidia chzrt/6 
d'affaires at Turin says ” the negro is the connecting link 
between tho human and brute creation.” * Why do you 
want a court to make a negro a slave in Boston ? Surely*, 
a commissioner is enough in such a case. Let him pro¬ 
ceed as swiftly as ho will:—the kidnapper’s lawyers said 
—“ forthwith ; ” not in a hurry, hut ” immediately.” 

You remember what followed. You have seen the 
streets crowded with armed men. Y r ou have read the 
newspapers, the handbills, and the posters. You remem¬ 
ber the Ftmeuil Hall meeting, when all tho influence of 
tho platform scarce kept the multitude from tearing tho 
Court House that night to ih.o ground. You ro.me.mber 
the attack on the Court House—a man killed and twelve 
eiti/.ens in gaol, charged with crimes of an atrocious 
character. You recollect tho conventions—Free Soil and 
Anti-Slavery. Yeti call to mind tho aspect of Court Square 
last Monday. Boston never saw such an Anniversary 
week. There were meetings of theological societies, phi¬ 
lanthropic societies, reformatory societies, literary societies : 
ami Boston was in a stale, of siege—the Court House full 
of United Stales soldiers—-marines from the navy yard, 
troops from 1:1m forts, from Hew York, from. Portsmouth, 
from Photic Island. The courts sat with muskets at their 
backs, or swords at their bosoms; drunken soldiers charged 
bayonet on tho witnesses, on counsel, and on strangers, who 
hud rights where the .soldier had none. The scone last Friday 
you will never forget- -business suspended, tho shops shut, 
tho streets blocked up, all the ” citizen■-soldiery ” under 
arms. Ball cartridges were made for tho city government on 
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Thursday afternoon in Dock Square, to To fired into your 
bosom a aiul mine; United States soldio**s loaded their 
pieces in Court Square, to be discharged into tho crowd of 
Boston citizens whenever a drunken officer should give 
command; n six-pound cannon, furnished with forty 
rounds of canister shot, was planted in Court Square', 
manned by United State**, soldiers, foreigners before they 
enlisted. Tho town looked Austrian. And, at high 
change, over tho spot where, on the 5th of March, 1770, 
fell the first victim in tho Boston 'Massacre,—whore the 
negro blood of Christopher Attucks stained tho ground,— 
over that spot Boston authorities carried a citizen of Mas¬ 
sachusetts to Alexandria as a slave ; “ and order reigns in 
Boston—or' "Warsaw, call it which you will. 

bo much for a brief statement of facts. 

Pause with mo a moment, and look at the genera 1 causes 
of the fact. Hero arc two great forces in the nation. One 
is Slavery, Freedom is the other. Tho two aro hostile, 
deadly foes—irreconcilable. They will go on fighting till 
one kills the other outright. From 1775 to 1788, Freedom 
generally prevailed over Slavery. It was tho period of 
revolution, when tho nation fell back on its religious 
feelings, and '"hcnco developed tho great political ideas of 
America. But even then Slavery was in the midst of us. 
It camo into tho constitution, and, from tho adoption of tho 
Federal constitution to the present time, it has advanced, 
and freedom declined. It has gone over tho Alleghenies, 
over tho liio del Norte, over tho Cordilleras; it extends 
from tho forty-ninth parallel to tho thirty-second, fi*om the 
Atlantic to tho Pacific; it lias gone into ten now States, 
into all tho territories except Oregon. 

Since tho annexation of Texas, in 1345, Slavery has been 
t ho obvious master, Freedom tho obvious servant. Fidelity 
to Slavery is the sine qua non for office-holders. Slavery 
is tho 11 peculiar institution” of tho industrial democracy 
of America. Slavery is terribly in earnest, as Freedom has 
never been since the Revolution. It controls all tho poli¬ 
ties of the country. It strangles all oar t( great men.” 
There is not a gz mt democrat, ner a great Whig, who dares 
openly op oso Slavery. All tho commercial towns ore on. 
its side. There is not an nnti-Slavcry governor of any 
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State in tho Union. Tho supremo courts of the States are 
nil pro-Slavcry, save in Vermont. The lending newspapers 
are nearly all on the side of wrong- -almost; nil tho com¬ 
mercial, almost all the political newspapers. I know hut 
few exceptions—of course I do x.jfc speak of those devoted 
to philanthropy—tho democratic Evening Post, truly de¬ 
mur rat ic, of In gw York; and tho New York Tribune , which 
is truly democratic, though it hoists another banner. 
Many of tho theological journals—Protestant as well as 
Catholic—arc cruelly devoted to Slavery. But proudly 
above nil tho religions journals of tho land rises the 
Independent, and bears a noble witness to‘ tho humane 
spirit of Christianity. Those are eminent exceptions, which 
would do honour to* any nation. 

. Tho friends of Freedom appeal religiously to tho souls 
and consciences of men : piety and justice demand that all 
bo free; tho appeal immediately touches a few. They 
address also the reason and tho understanding of men: 
Freedom is tho great idea of politics ; it is self-evident that 
” all men arc created equal.'’ That argument touches a 
fow more. But the religious, who reverence God’s higher 
law* and tho intellectual, who mo the great ideas of polities, 
they arc few. Slaver}' addresses tho vulgar interests of 
vulgar men. To tho slave-holder it gives political power, 
pecuniary power; and hero is an argument which tho 
dullest can understand, and the meanest appreciate. Able 
and cunning men feel this, and avail themselves of Slavery 
to secure money and political power. These arc the objects 
of most intense desiro in America. They aro our highest 
things—marks of our ** great men.” Offico is transient 
nobility; mono}* is permanent, heritable nobility. Ac¬ 
cordingly, Slavory is tho leading idea of America—tho 
“ groat American institution.” t think history furnishes 
no instance of one section of a country submitting so meanly 
to another ns wo havG done in America. The South is 
weak in numbers and in money—tho North strong in both. 
Tho South has fow schools, nc commerce, few newspapers, 
no large mass of intelligent men, wherein the North 
abounds. But tho most eminent Southern men aro de¬ 
voted to polities, while tho Northern turn to trade: and 
so tho South commands tho North. I. am only translating 
facts into ideas, and bringing the r maroon of America to 
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tho consciousm-ss of America. Some man knew these 
tilings before, but the mass of men know them not. 

So much for the general causes. 

Now look at some of the special causes. I shall limit 
myself chiefly to those which Massachusetts has had asharo 
in putting into activity. 

In 1826, on the 9th of starch, Mr. Edward Evorctfc 
made a speech in Congress. IIo was the representative of 
Middlesex County. Once ho was a minister of tho church 
where John Hancock used to ■worship, and as clergyman 
officially resided in tho house which John Hancock gave 
to that church. Next, ho was a Professor in Harvard 
College, whoro the Adamses—the three Adamses, Samuel, 
John, and John Q.nincv—were educated, and whore- John 
Hancock had graduated. Ho represented Lexington, and 
Concord, and Bunker Hill, and in his speech he said :— 

“ Neither am I one of those citizens of tho North who 
would think it immoral and irreligious to join in putting 
down a servile insurrection at tho South. 1 am no soldier, 
sir. My habits and education are very unmilitary; but 
there is no cause in which I would sooner buckle a knap¬ 
sack to my back, and put a musket to my shoulder, than 
that.” *' Domestic slavery ... is not, in my judgment, 
to be set clown as an immoral or irreligious institution.” 
” Its duties are presupposed by religion.” “ The New 
Testament says, ‘ Slaves, obey your masters.'’ ” 

The Daily Advertiser defended Mr. Everett, declaring 
that it was perfectly right in him to justify tho continu¬ 
ance of the relation between tbe master and his slaves, and 
added (I am now quoting from tho Daily Advertiser of 
March 28th, 1826):—"We hold that it is not time, and 
never will be, that we should bo aroused to any efforts for 
their redemption.” That was the answer which tho *' re¬ 
spectability of Boston ” gave to Mr. Everett/s speech. 
True, some journals protested against the iniquitous state¬ 
ment; even the Christian Register' was indignant. But 
Middlesex County sent him again. Lexington, and Cor- 
cortl, and Bunker Hill, returned their apostate represen¬ 
tative a second, a third, a fourth, and a fifth time. And, 
when bo was weary of that honour, the State of Massachu¬ 
setts made him. her Governor, and he carried to tho State 



AGAINST HUMANITY. 


.u 


.House the same 'proclivities to despotism whic.li he hud 
evinced in his maiden speech. 

In 18-35, the anti-Slavery men and women were :robbed 
in Boston by an as amblv of " respectable gentlemen;” 
the Mayor did not stop the tumult, lho destruction of 
property, and the per'i to life! There were no soldier's in 
the streets then ; nobody, I think, was punished. 

The next winter, the General Assemblies of several 
Southern Slates sent resolutions to the 'Massachusetts 
General Court, whereof this is one from South. Ctmolina:— 
u The formation of abolition societies, and the acts and 
doings of certain fanatics, calling themselves abolitionists, 
in. tho non- aluvehcldiu g States of this confederacy, are in 
direct violation of tho obligations of the compact of the 
Union.” 

South Carolina requested tho Government “ promptly 
and effectually to suppress all those associations,” and 
would consider “ the abolition of Slavery in the district of 
Columbia as a violation of tho rights of citizens, and a 
usurpation to 1x5 at once resisted.” Georgia asked Massa¬ 
chusetts '*‘to crush the traitorous designs of tho aboli¬ 
tionists.” Virginia required the non-slaveholding States 
'* to adopt penal enactments, or such other measures as will 
effectually suppress all associations within their respective 
limits, purporting to lx, or having tho character of, aboli¬ 
tion societies ; ” and that they H will make it highly penal 
to print, publish, or distribute newspapers, pamphlets, or 
other publications, calculated or having a tendency to 
incite tho slaves of the. Southern States to insurrection and 
revolt.” How do you think Massachusetts answered ? In 
solemn resolutions tho committee of tho Massachusetts 
.Legislature declared that “ the agitation of the question of 
domestic slavery .had already interrupted tho friendly 
relations W/wccn tho several States of tho Union; ” ex¬ 
pressed its ” entire disapprobation of the doctrines and 
speeches of such as agitate tho question,” and advised them 
" to abstain from all such discussion m might tend to dis¬ 
turb and agitato tho public mind.” That was tho voice of 
a committee appointed by tho Massachusetts Legislature t 
-True, it was not accepted by tlio House of lloprcaen- 
tatives, but the report was only too significant. What 
followed? 



In 1844, one of tho most eminent lawyers of this Stale 
was sent by Massachusetts to the city of Charleston, to 
proceed legally and secure the release of MassachuscUs 
coloured citizens from tho gaols of Charleston, where they 
wore held without charge of crime, and contrary to the 
Constitution of the United States', Mr. Hoar was mobbed 
out of Charleston by a body of respectable citizens, the 
high sheriff aiding in driving him out. 

Mr, Hoar made his report to tho Governor of Massachu¬ 
setts, and eabd:— 

“ Has the Constitution of tho United States the least 
practical validity or binding force in South Carolina, 
excepting when she thinks its operation favourable to her? 
She prohibits tho trial of an action in the tribunals estab¬ 
lished under tho Constitution for determining such cases, 
in which a citizen of Massachusetts complains that a citizen 
of South Carolina has done him an injury; saying that she 
has herself already tried that cause, and decided against 
the plaintiff.” 

The evil complained of continues unabated to this day. 
South Carolina imprisons all the free coloured citizens of tho 
North who visit her ports in our ships. 

In 1845, Texas was admitted, and annexed as a slave 
Stale, with the promise that aha might bring in four other 
slave Stales, 

In 1847 and MS camo tho Mexican War, with the 
annexation of an immense territory as slave soil. Many 
of the leading men of Massachusetts favoured tho annexa¬ 
tion of Texas. Now ‘England might have stopned it: 
Massachusetts might have stopped it; Boston might have 
stopped it. But Mr. Webstar said <f she could not bo 
aroused.” Tho politicians of Massachusetts favoured tho 
Mexican war. It was a war for Slavery. Boston favoured 
it» Tho newspapers came out in its defen.ee. The, Governor 
called out the soldiers, and they came. From tho New 
England pulpit we heard but a thin and feeble voice 
against the war. 

But there wore men who doubted that wrong was right, 
and &dd, “ Beware of this wickedness!” Tho sober people 
of tho country disliked tho wax: they said, “No! lot us 
have no such wicked work as this l” Governor Briggs, 
though before so deservedly popular, could never again get 
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elected by the people, IIo had violated their conscience 
by issuing hid proclamation, celling for volunteers. 

In 1850 came the Fugitive Slave Hill. You nil remem¬ 
ber Mr. “Webster's speech on tho 7th of March. Before 
that time ho had opposed till tho great steps of tho slave 
power—tho Missouri Compromise., tho annexation, of 
Texas, tho Mexican “War, the increase of slave territory, 
lie had voted, X think, against tho admission of every 
slave State. Ho was opposed to tho extension of American 
Slavery, " at all limes, now and for ever/’ Ho claimed 
tho Wurnot proviso as Ins “ thunder.” IIo “could stand 
on the IMihlo platform” in 1848. But, hi 1850, ho’prof¬ 
fered his support to tho Fugitive Slave .Dill," with all its 
provisions, to tho fullest extent.” Ho volunteered the pro¬ 
mise. that Massachusetts would “ obey,” and that “ with 
alacrity.” You remember his speech at tho Rover© House 
—discussion “ must bo suppressed, in Congress and out 
Massachusetts must “ conquer her prejudices” in favour of 
the unalienable rights of man, winch sho had fought the 
devolution to secure. You have not forgotten his speeches 
at Albany, at Syracuse, at Buffalo; nor his denial of tho 
Higher laiw of Cod at Gapron Springs in Yirginia—" Tho 
North Mountain is very high.; tho Bluo Xiiclgo higher 
still; tho Alleghenies higher than either; yet this 
‘Higher .Haw’ ranges an eagle’s flight above tho highest 
peak of tho Aiieghanies.” What was tho answer from 
tho crowd? “Laughter.” Tho multitude kughed at the 
Higher Lawn There is no law above tho NorUf Mountain, 
above the Blue bridge, above tho peaks of tho Alleghany-*- 
is there ? Tho Fugitive Slave Bill reaches up where there 
u no God! 

Men of property and standing ail over Now England 
supported tho apostaoy of Mr* Woks ter. Yon remember 
tho letters from Maine, from Now Hampshire, and the ono 
from Nowburyport I am sure you havo not forgotten tho 
letter of tho nina hundred and eighty-seven prominent men 
in mid about Boston, telling him that ho had “ convinced 
the imderstandmg and touched tho conscience of a lwtfon *' 1 
Good men, whom I havo long known, mid tenderly loved, 
put their names to that letter. Bid they think tho “ Union 
xu danger ?” Not ono of them. A man of groat under¬ 
standing beguiled them. 
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You romombor tho tone of the newspapers, Whig ni:d 
Bemoan.! ic. With ul.tteri.l3' they went for kidnapping to 
the fullest, ox tout. They clasped hands ii\ order to seize 
the black mar.. When the time came, Mr. Eliot gave 
the vote of B-oston for the Fugitive Slave Bill. When he 
returned to his home, some of the most prominent men of 
the city went and thanked him for his vote. They liked 
it. I believe no eminent man” of Boston spoke against 
it They ” strained their consciences,” as Mr. Walley 
has just said, u to aid in the passage of the Fugitive Slave 
Act” Boston fired h hundred guns on the Common, at 
noon-day, in honour of that event. 

I know there was opposition.—earnest and here© opposi¬ 
tion ; hut it did not corn© from the citizens of “ eminent 
gravity/' whom Boston and Massed tusette are accustomed 
stupidly to follow. You know what hatred vas felt in 
Boston against all men who taught that the natural Jaw of 
God was superior to the Fugitive Slave Bill, and Conscience 
above the Constitution. 

You. have not forgotten the "Union meeting” in Fa- 
■«vail Hull. I never w so much meanness and so little 
manhood on that platform. The Democratic He rods and 
the Whig IhktloK were made friends that day that they 
might kidnap the black man. You recollect the howl of 
derision against the Higher Law of God, which came from 
that ignoble stage, and was echoed by that ignoble crowd 
abovent and below—speakers lit for fitting theme. 

When the Fugitive Slava Bill was proposed, prominent 
men said, “ It cannot pass: the North, will reject it at once 5 
and, even .if it were passed, it would ho repealed the next 
day. ' Wo will petition for its repeal.” After it was 
p»edj they said; " It cannot be executed, and never will 
bo.” Bui,’when asked to petition for its repeal, tho aamo 
men refused—" Ho, it would irritate tho South.” I 
received tho petitions which our follow-citizens sent from 
marc than three hundred towns in Massachusetts. I took 
the smallest of them all, and sent it to the representative 
of Boston, Mr. Eliot, with a latter, asking him to present 
it to the House. He presented it—to mo! It was not 
” kid on the table f' ho put it in tho pjiit-offico. I, sent it 
back to Washington, to some Southern or Western mem¬ 
ber, and ho presented it in Congress. 
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The next Congress re-affirmed tho Fugitive Slave Bill. 

"Twice they rotuetl all their foes, 

And tvri~ :hny stow She skua." 

Thi s new Bepresentativo from Boston, Mr. Appleton, 
gave tho vote, of Boston for it. Ho war? never censured for 
that act. He was approved, and re-elected. 

You remember tho conduct of the Boston newspapers. 
Almost all of them went for tho Fugitive Slave Bill. They 
made Atheism the first principle m American politfos— 
” There is no Higher Law.” The instinct of commerce is 
adverse to the natural rights of labour: so tho chief leaders 
in commerce wish to have tho working man but poorly paid ; 
tho larger gain falls into their hands; their' labourer is a 
mill, they must rum him as cheap a? they can,. So tho great 
cities of tho Forth were hostile to tho slave—hostile to 
freedom. Tho wealthy capitalists did not know that in 
denying tho Higher Law of God they were destroying tho 
rock on which alone their money could rest secure- Tho 
mass of men in cit ies, servants of tho few, lenew not that in 
dunning tho black man they were also putting fetters on 
their own feet. Justice is the common interest of all men ! 
Alas, that so few know’ what God writes in letters of fire oa 
tho world’s high walls 1 

You have not forgotten the?, general tone of tho pulpit,— 
” Conscience and tha Constitution,” ufc Andover. Mr. 
Stuart says, " Keep the laws of men, conic what may conio of 
tho Higher Law of God.” One minister of Boston said, “T 
would drive the fugitive from my own door.” The most 
eminent Doctor of Divinity iu tho Unitarian ranks declared 
ho would send his own mother into slavery. Ho says ho 
said brother I Give him tiro benefit of tho ethical distinc¬ 
tion : ho would rend back Iris own brother 1 What had 
Andover and Hew Haven to say. in their collegiate 
churches ? What the churches of commerce in New York. 
Boston, Philadelphia, Albany, Buffalo f They all went 
for kidnapping. “ Down with God and up with iniquity.” 
That was the short of the? lower law religion which littered 
tho land, i'ho ecclesiastical teachers did more to strengthen 
infidelity then, than all the. “ infidels” thai over taught. 
What oUo could you expect from lower law divines? All 
at once this blessed Bible seemed to have become n treatise 
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in favour of man-stealing. Kidnapping arguments wore 
strewn nil the. wv through from Genesis to ’.Revelation. 
These were the roveniod gentleman who call mo " infidel/ 5 
or “ atheist 1 " Nothing has so weakened the Church in 
America ns this conduct of these " leading ministers*’ uf 
that time. I mean ministers of churches that arc rich in 
money, which lead the fashion and the opinion of the day. 
What defences of kidnapping have I heard from clerical 
lips ! ft No matter what the law is—it must bo executed. 
Tim mem who made the Fugitive Slave Bill, and those who 
seek to execute it, are 1 Christian men/ 1 'very eonseien• 
Sous V ” Turn back and read the newspapers of 18*30 and 
18 CT. Nay, read them not—they tiro too bad to read ! 

"When the Fugitive Slave Bill was before Congress, some 
of the northern politicians said to the people, “ Lot it pass ; 
it will ‘ save the Union/ and wo will repeal it at- the next 
session of Congress.” After it had passed they said, “Bo 
not try to repeal it; that would irritate the South, and 
‘ dissolve the Union / it will never bo executed ; if is too 
bad to be.” But when the kidnapper came to Boston, and 
demanded William and Ellen Craft, tho same advisers said, 
“ Of course the niggers must bo sent back ; tho law must 
bo enforced because it is law!” 

At length tho time carco to execute tho Act. Horton 
was busy in New York, Kane in ITikclelphia, Curtis, tho 
Boston Commissioner, was also on his feet. ’William and 
Ellen Craft tied off from the stripes of America to tho lion 
of England. Sluulrach—ho will bo remembered as long ns 
Daniel—sang his psalm of deliverance in Canada. Taking 
him out of the Kidnappers’ Court was high treason, It 
was “ levying war.” Thomaa Sims will not soon bo for¬ 
gotten in Boston. Mayor Bigelow, Commissioner Curtis, 
and Marshal Tukcy, they will also bo remembered ; they 
will all three bo homo down to poyvrity, riding on tho 
.‘scourged and bleeding shoulders of Thomas Sims. Tho 
government of Boston could do nothing for the fugitive 
but kidnap him. The officers of the county nothing ; they 
were only cockade turd vanity. Tho Supremo Court could 
do nothing; tho Judges crouched, and crawled, and went 
under tho chain. The Free Soil Governor could do 
nothing; tho Free Soil Legislature nothing. Tho Court 
House was in chains* Faneuil Hall was shut, Tho victim 
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wns on trjnL A thousand ydIo- bodied men in Tremonf. 
Temple all day in a Free 8 hi Convention, and—went homo 
at night! MV t of the newspapers in the city were for 
kidnapping. The grev'er part of the clergy wove for re¬ 
turning the fugitive Send back our brother." Somo of 
the towns held meetings-, find passed resolutions against tho 
rendition of tho fugitive—Lynn,, New Bedford, Worcester. 
And, in consequence, the leading commercial papers of 
Boston threalesual to cut off all trade with New Bedford ; 
they would iv-i buy its oil: would have no dealings with 
Lynn, they v/ouM not tread her shoes under their foot: 
they would starve out Worcester. In Boston, wealthy 
trader? •ertained the kidnappers from the’.South. Mer¬ 
chants un " railroad directors withdrew their advertising 
irons newspapers which opposed tho stealing of men.. 
Mom than one minister in Now England was driven from 
his pulpit for declaring tho Golden Eulc superior to tho 
Fugitive Slave Bill! 

^ When Judge Woodbury decided not to grant tho writ 
os' habeas corpus, and thus at ono spurt of his pen cut- off 
Mr. Sims’s last chance for liberty and life, the Courc House 
rang with plaudits, ami tho clapping of hands of ,f gentle¬ 
men" who had assembled there i Fifteen hundred <f gen- 
tlomon, of property and standing/ - " volunteered to escort 
tho poor fugitive out of the State, and convey him to 
bondage- for aver. It was not necessary. When ho stopped 
from Long Wharf on board John H.’'Pearson’s brig,-—tho 
owner is sorry for it now, and has repented, and promises 
to bring forth fruits meet, for repentance; let that be 
remembered to his honour,-—when Thomas Sima- stopped 
on board tho " Acorn/’ these, were bis words: u And thus 
is Massachusetts liberty 1" There was that greet Mona 
finger pointing from Bunker Hid towards heaven; and 
this was " Massachusetts liberty 1" " Order reigned in 

Warsaw/’ But it was some comfort that he could’not bo 
sent away till soldiers were. WV „d inF&neuil Hall; then, 
only in the darkest hm ,. Ae night! 

Boston scut back th ..vs' mm she over stok since tho 
Declaration of IvA , onhence. Thomas Sins reached 
Savanuah on tho ; h! of April, seventy-six years after 
tho first battle of the Bovolutiou, fought on tho soil of Lex¬ 
ington. Ho was sent back on Saturday, and tho next 
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Sunday the “ leading' ministers” of this city—X call them 
leading, though they lead nobody—gave God thanks. 
Thoy forgot Jesus. They took Iscariot lor their exemplar. 
” The Fugitive Slave Bill must be kept,” thoy said, “como 
what will como to justice, liberty, and lovo; come what 
may como of God.” 

1 know there were noblo ministers, noble men in pulpits, 
whoso hearts bled in them, and who spoke bravo warning 
worths of liberty ; some were in the country, some in town. 
I know ono minister, an “ orthodox man,” who in five 
months helped ninety-end-five fugitives flee from American 
stripes to tho freedom of Canada 1 I daro not yet toll his 
name ! Harable churches in tho country 'owns—Metho¬ 
dist, Baptist, Unit'-riAii—'of all denominations save that 
of commerce—dropped their two mites of money into the 
alms-box for the slave, and gave him their prayers and 
their preaching too. But tho “ famous churches ” went 
for "law ” and stealing men. 

81arory had long been master at Washington: the 
'''Union meeting” proved that it was master at Boston; 
proved it by words. Tho capture and sending back of 
Thc-.TH.s Sims proved it by deeds, bio prominent Whig 
openly opposed tho Fugitive Slave Bill or its execution. 
Ho prominent democrat, opposed it. Not a prominent 
clergyman in Boston spoke against it. I mean a clergy¬ 
man of a “ rich and fashionable church. ”—for in these 
days tho wealth and social standing of tho church make 
tho minister “ prominent.” Intellectual power, eloquence, 
pkty,—they do not make a "prominent minister” in these 
days. 1 * Hot ton of the rich men of Massachusetts gave the 
weight of their influence against it. Slavery is master; 
Massachusetts is ono of the inferior counties of Virginia; 
Boston is only a suburb of Alexandria. Many of our 
lawyers, ministers, merchants, politicians, were negro- 
drivers for the South. They proved it by idea before; 
then by deed. Yet there were men in Boston who hated 
slavery—alas! they had lit tie influence. 

Let mo not pass by the Baltimore conventions, and tho 
two platforms. The Fugitive Slave Bill was the central 

* Dr. CK'tic.-i Low'd.', rriih'Uia htusasa piety winds ins.? beautified his 
long and laUhfal ministry, at that t Lints opposed tho fugitive id&va Dili 
rrith manly earnestness. 
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and topmost plank in them both. Each confessed Slavery 
to bo master; it seemed that there was no North; slave 
soil all the way from tho south M Florida to the north of 
Maine. All over the land Slavery ruled. • 

You cannot forget Mr. Pic7 co r *? inaugural address, nor 
the comments of tho Boston press thereon. Ho says the 
Fugitive Slave Bill is to bo “ unhesitatingly carried into 
effect;” “not with reluctance/’ but “cheerfully and vrill- 
ingl}-.” Tim non ^papers of Boston welcomed tho senti¬ 
ment ; and now Mr. Pierce’s organ, tho fFaihingtoa Union, 
says it is very proper this Bill should be enforced at 
Boston, for “ Boston was among tho first, to approve of 
tins emphatic, declaration.” So let the promise be execute.'! 
hero till wo have enough of it! 

You know tho contempt which lias been shown towards 
everybody who opposed Slavery hero in Massachusetts. 
Horace Mann—(hero is not a man in the State more hated 
than ho by the “prominent politicians,”—or more loved 
by tho people—because bo opposed Slavery with all his 
might; and it is a great might. Robert Buntoui, though 
a politician and a party man, fought against Slavery ; suid 
when ho died, though ho was tm eminent lawyer, tho 
members of tho Suffolk bar, his brother lawyers, took no 
notice of him. Titov wore no crape for Robert Rantoul! 
He bad opposed Slavery; let him die unnoticed, \m- 
honoured, unknown. Massachusetts sent to tho Senate a 
man whose chief constitutional impulse is tho instinct of 
decorum—Mr. Everett, who had boon ready to buckle on 
his knapsack, and shoulder his musket, to put down an in¬ 
surrection of slaves; a Cambridge professor of Greek, he 
studied the original tongue of the Bible to learn that tho 
Scripture says “ slaves,” whero the English Bible says 
only “'servants.” Fit Senator! 

Then caino the Nebraska Bill. It was at once- a measure 
and a principle. As a measure, it extends - tho old curse of 
Slavery over half a million square miles of virgin soil, and 
thus hinders the growth of the territory in population, 
riches, education, in moral and religious character. It 
makes a South Carolina of what might else bo a Connec¬ 
ticut, and establishes Paganism in the placo of Christ’s 
piety. As a principle, it is worse still—it makes Slavery 
national and inseparable from tho‘national soil; for the 
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principle* which is covertly endorsed by tho Nebraska Bill 
might establish Slavery in Massachusetts—and ere long 
the attempt will be made. 

In tho House of Representatives, forty-four Northern 
men voted, for the enslavement of Nebraska. They arc all 
Democrats—it is an administration measure. Mr. Everett, 
tho senator from Boston, “did not know exactly what to 
do.” The thing was discussed in committee, of which ho 
was n member; but when it came up in public, it “ took 
him by surprise.” He wrote, I ani told, to eleven promi¬ 
nent "\Vhig gentlemen of Massachusetts, and n3ked their 
advice ns to what he should do. With singular unanimity, 
every man of them said, “Oppose it with all your might!” 
But he did not. Nay, his vote has not been recorded 
against it vet, I am told bis voto was in favour of pro¬ 
hibiting aliens from voting in that territory; his name 
against the main question has never been recorded yet. 
Nay, ho did not dare to present tho remonstrance which 
three thousand and fifty of his fellow-clergymen manfully 
sent to their clerical brother, and asked lnm to lay' before 
the senate. Did any ono supposo that ho would dare do 
it ? None who knew his antecedents. 

There was an Anti-Nebraska meeting in Boston at 
Fnnouil ITall. It was Siberian in its coldness—it was a 
meeting of icebergs. Tho platform was Arctic. There 
seemed to bo no heart in tho speeches. It must have been 
an encouragement to tho men at Washington who advo¬ 
cated tho bill. I supposo they understood it so. I am 
sure I should. Tho mass of tho people in Massachusetts 
who think at all, aro indignant; but so far as I can learn, 
tho men who control the politics of Boston, or who have 
controlled them until the last week, feel no considerable 
interest in the matter. In Now York, men of great 
property and high standing camo together and protested 
against this iniquity. New York lias been, for once, and in 
one particular, morally in advance of Boston. Tho platform 
there was not Arctic, not even Siberian. Such a meeting 
could not have been held here. 

Now, put all theso things together, and you soo tho 
causes which boro tho fruits of last week ;—in general, tho 
triumph of Shivery over Freedom, and in special, the 
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indifference of Massachusetts, and particularly of Boston, 
to tho efforts which are made for Freedom; her seal 
to promote Sloven* and honour its defenders. Men talk 
of dividing the Ifni on. I never proposed that. Before 
lost week I should not have known where to begin. 
I should have had to draw tho line somewhere north of 
Boston. 

Last week Massachusetts got part of her pay for obey¬ 
ing tho Fugitive Slavo Bill with alacrity ; for suppressing 
discussion; for conquering her prejudices; pay for putting 
cowardly, mean men, in tho place of brave, honourable 
men; pay for allowing the laws of Massachusetts to ho 
trodden underfoot, and nor court-house of Northern granite 
to bo surrounded by Southern chains. Thomas Sims was 
scourged on tho 10th of April, when ho was carried 
hack to Savannah. Boston did not foci it then. She felt 
it last week—felt it sorely. In September, 1800, wo heard 
tho hundred, guns fired on Boston Common, in honour of 
tho Fugitive Slave Bill—tired by men of “ eminent 
gravity.” I fast Friday you saw tho cannon! One day 
you will see it again grown into many cannons. That one 
was only a devil’s grace before a devil's meat! No higher 
law, is there ? Wait a little longer, and you shall find 
there la a “ lower law,” a good deal lower than wo have 
yet come to ! Sow tho wind, shall we ? When tho whirl¬ 
wind comes up therefrom, it has a course of its own, and 
God only can control tho law of such storms as those. We 
have not yet seen tho full consequences of sowing ntheism 
with a broad hand among the people of this continent. 
Wo have not yet seen tho end. Theso are only the small 
early apples that first fall to tho earth. There is u whole 
tree full of them. When some, autumnal storm shakes the 
boughs, they will cover tho ground—sour ami bitter in our 
mouths, and then poison. 

Yet this triumph of Slavery docs not truly represent the 
wishes of tho Northern people. Not a singlo Bro-Slavery 
measure has ever been popular with tho mass of men in 
New England or Massachusetts. Tho pcoplo disliked the 
annexation of Texas in that unjust manner: they thought 
tho Mexican War was wicked. They were opposed to tho 
extension of Slavery; they hated tho Fugitivo Slavo Bill, 
and rejoiced at the rescue of Shadrack. Tho kidnapping 
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of Thomas Sims roused a fierce indignation. Only one 
town in all New England, has ever returned a fugitive— 
all tho rest hide the outcasts, while Boston bewrays him 
that wandereth. Tho Nebraska Act is detested by tho 
people. 

A few editors have done a manly duty in opposing all 
these manifold iniquities. A few ministers have been, 
faithful to the spirit of this Bible, and to their own con¬ 
science, heedless of law and constitution. Manly preachers 
of all denominations—save the commercial—protested 
against kidnapping, against enacting wickedness by statute. 
From humble pulpits thc-ir voices rang out in Boston and 
elsewhere. But what were they among so many ? There 
wero Theological Journals which stoutly resisted tho 
wickedness of tho prominent men, and rebuked tho mam¬ 
mon-worship of tho churches of commerce. The Indepen¬ 
dent at New York, tho Congregationalist at Boston, not to 
mention humbler papers, did most manly service—now 
with eloquence, now with art, then with satiric scorn,— 
always with manly religion. Even in the cities, there wero 
editors of secular prints who opposed tho wicked law and 
its execution. 

No man in New England, within tho last lew years, has 
supported Slavery without at tho same time losing tho con¬ 
fidence of tho best portion of the people—sober, serious, 
religious men, who believe there is a law of God writ in the 
nature of things. Even Mr. Webster quailed before tho 
conscience of the North : the Supremo Court of Massachu¬ 
setts no longer enjoys the confidence of the people; the 
mast “ prominent clergymen” of New England—pastors, 
I mean, of the richest churches—are not looked up to with 
the same respect as before. 

Tho popularity of Uncle Tom's Cabin allowed liow 
deeply the feelings of the world wero touched by this 
great outrage. No one of the encroachments of Slavery 
could have been sustained by a direct popular vote. I 
think seven out of every ten of all the New England men 
would have voted against the Fugitive Slave Bill; nine 
out of ten against kidnapping. But alas! wo did not 
sav so—wo allowed wicked men to rule over us. Now 
beliold tho consequences! Men who will not love God 
must fear the devil. 
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Boston is the test anti touchstone of political principles 
and measures. Fancuil Hall is “ the cradle of liberty,” 
and therein have bam rocked the great ideas of America— 
rocked by noble hands. 

Well, if Boston had said, “ No Texan annexation in 
that wicked way we might have had Texas on fair con¬ 
ditions. If Boston had opposed the Mexican War, all New 
England would have clone the same—almost all the North. 
We might have had all the soil wo have got, without 
fighting a battle, or taking or losing a life, at far less 
cost; and have demoralized nobody. If, when the Fugitive 
Slave Bill was before Congress, Boston had spoken against 
that iniquity, all the people would have risen, and there 
would have been no Fugitive Slave Act. If, after that 
Bill was passed, she had said, “No kidnapping,'’ there would 
have been none. Then there would have been no Nebraska 
Bill, no repeal of the Missouri Compromise, no attempt to 
seize Cuba and Saint Domingo. If the fifteen hundred gen¬ 
tlemen of “ property and standing” in Boston, who volun¬ 
teered to return Mr. Sims to bondage, or the nino hundred 
and eightv-seven who thanked Mr. Webster for the. Fugitive 
Slave Bill, had come forward on the side of justice, they 
might have made every Commissioner swear solemnly that 
he would not execute that Act. Thus the “ true sons of 
liberty,” on the 17th of December, 1765, induced Com¬ 
missioner Oliver to swear solemnly, at noon-day, in 
“presence of a great crowd,” and in front of the Liberty 
Tree, that he would not issue a single stamp 1 Had that 
been clone, there would have been no man arrested. There 
arc only eight Commissioners, and public opinion would 
have kept them all down. We should have had no kid¬ 
nappers here. 

Boston did not do so ; Massachusetts did no such thing. 
She did just the opposite. In 18*28, the legislature of 
Georgia passed resolutions relative to the Tariff, declaring 
that the General Government had no right to protect 
domestic manufactures, and had been guilty of a “ flagrant 
usurpationshe will insist on her construction of the 
Constitution, and “ will submit to r.o other.” Georgia 
carried her point. The Tariff of 1828 went to the ground! 
South Carolina imprisons our coloured citizens: wo bear 
it with a patient shrug,—and pay the cost: Massachusetts 
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is r.on-rcririniit; Now Knglnr. .1 is a Quaker,—when a 
blustering little State undertakes to ride over us. Georgia 
oilers a reward of five thousand dollars for iho head of a 
non-resistant, in Boston,—and Boston takes special pains to 
return Ellen Graft to a citizen of Georgia, who wished to 
sell her as a harlot for the brothels of New Orleans ! 
Northern clergymen defended the character of her 
“ owner”—a man of " unquestionable piety.” You know 
what denunciations were uttered in this city against tho 
men and women who sheltered her! Boston could not 
allow tho poor woman to remain. Bid the churches of 
commerce “ put up a prayer” for her? “Send back my 
own mother!” Not a Northern minister lost his pulpit or 
his professional respectability by that form of practical 
nfhekm. Not ono ! At tho South not a minister dares 
preach against Slavery ; at the North—think of tho preach¬ 
ing of so many “ eminent divines i” * 

® My friend, iho ibvr. Pr. Edwanl Beecher, thinks Z have lawn unjust 
to the ministers,—judging from tho Sermon ns reported in the Cttwnen- 
u’tzlih. So ho published the following article in that paper on Friday, 
dune 0. 1 gladly insert it below. It comes from a powerful and noble 

man. I wish he hud reads out a stronger case against me, 

“TtironoBK Parkcb a:«) 7 nr. Mjxi«bt. 

“ .Ifi*. /.Mi' 1 —In his Sermon, last Sabbath, Mr. Parker seems to charge 
tho clergy of the country with a general, if not universal, delinquency in 
the cause of freedom with respect to tire Fugitive Slave Law. lie rays, 
1 You all remember the tono of the ptrljnt.' As if on that subject fur 
pulylt bud been a un.it. lie adds, ‘What had Andover and New llavcn 
to say in their collegiate churches ? What the churrh«* (of commerce) 
of New York, of Poston, of Philadelphia, of Albany, of Hu dale? They r.l! 
went for kidnapping. “Down with God and up with kidnapping." That, 
wn.3 the short of the lower law religion that littered the land. The 
ecclesiastical teachers did more to strengthen infidelity than all tit#* 
infidels that ever taught. 1 Ho does not rav that these charges are true 
of ft part only of tho ministry. His language would convey l« any reader, 
ignorant of the fact, tho opposite impression. Ho say a that when Thomas 
Sims was Kent back, * the clergy were for returning the Fugitive. “ .Send 
back our brother.*** 1 The next Sunday the leading minister# of the city 
— I call them though they lead nobody—gave God thanks.* 

" Speaking of the Slava Hill and its execution, ho says, ‘ Not a promi¬ 
nent clergyman spoko n,gainst it.’ 

" And when ho speaks of tho Nebraska Bill, Ire (scarcely mentions the 
petition of the three thousand and fifty minister#. And then, not a# 
if ha derired to giro them duo praise, ho merely mentions it incidentally 
in dealing with Mr. Everett—’ 1 Ho did not dare to present tho remon¬ 
strance which three thousand and fifty of liis fellow-clergyman sent to 
their clerical brother, ivad asked him to by before tho b'enate,* And 
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My friends, wo deserve all v j hnvo ku{ feral. Wo are 
the soon I and contempt of tlio tkiuth. They aro our 


again: ' Tho cowardicsi of Hr. Kvcnett haa excited tho clergy of New 
Kngland—of r,il the North.; they aro istnag with tho rep-cach of the 
pro pie, and ashamed of their past neglect.’ Just as if they had not beer, 
self'moved by their own bonoaniblo impulse#. Tho bearing of nil these 
jmsages, considered in tho giroeral drift of the Sermon, is nnileaL&bly to 
implicate tho clergy as a whole in tho deliiitjtv-rncies charged. 

“ Now, if Hr. Parker were to lx? represented, on both osmtinenta, rus an 
advocate of kidnapping, and of the Fugitive Slave Law, he would pro* 
luhly regard it as unjust. But ho do©* not iwm to ba sufficiently alive 
to the idea, that it is unjust to convey the idea that this is true of 
clergymen who have from tho first opposed these measures as earnestly 
and decidedly as ho himself. Ho eeotns to be fully convinced that to rob 
even ono slave of fib liberty is a crime. Ho does not seem as deeply to 
feel that it ia n crime to rub uvea our ministers of that reputation winch 
in his own case he prixes to highly. Kve.ii if tho cases of fidelity were 
few, for that very reason they shout'd reociva 'rom a lover of the cause 
tho more careful and particular notice and praise. In cases Uke these, if 
ever, discriminations and truthful statements of facts aro a cacml duty. 
Let those be censured who deserve censure, and let thoso be commended 
who deserve praise. 

"Allow me, then, to state some of tho facts of the caw chiefly con¬ 
cerning the Orthodox Congregational pastors and churches, leaving to 
other denomination*, if tlm-y see fit, to state similar facts, mom at large, 
in their own case. From my t knowledge, I am assured that it would 
not he difficult io multiply them, especially if a full account wero to bo 
given of all tho unpublished sermons cf tho times. 

" It is not true, us Mr. P.’s statements imoly, that Mr. Parker was i’:o 
only ono who preached and wrote and prayed against tho Fugitive Slave 
Lair. 

“The Ccn;rr;af»*!w»?i*f, then edited by tho Bsv. H. M. Dexter, Bar. 
Mr. Stores, and mvsclf, devoted all its energies to a conflict with tho 
Fugitive Slave Bill, and a vindication of the claim of the higher law. 
Some of its article* were considered'of *>nch impertnne*? as to lx? honoured 
with special attention and censuro by Mr. Choate, at the Boston Union 
Saving meeting. Our articles, if collected, would make a largo volume. 

“ The law was also nu»l earnestly opposed from the pulpit by many 
ministers, Mr. Stone, Mr. Dexter, and myself among tho number, ’ibn 
name thing was true of a largo number of tho clergymen of New Kngl tl 
and the Middle Slates. I have before me published Sermons or other 
Addresses to this effect from Store? nr.d Spear, of Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
Beecher, of Newark, N. J.; Thompson and Chcever, of New York; 
Bacon, of New Haven, Com. j Colvtr, of Boston} Walicott, now of 
Providence; Leavit, then ot Newton, Moss.; Withington, of Newbury, 
Mass.; Whitcomb, of Stone-ham, Mass, j Thayer, of Ashland, Mass.; 
Arrinc, of West ItoyUton, Mass., and others. Nothing can l*o moro able 
and eloquent than their defence of God’s law, as opposed U> the infamous 
Slave Bill. 01 hors also wen? published which 1 haro not on file, mid I 
know of several very able? discourses against Use law which were not 
published. If a true report could bo made of all tbs Sermons then 
preached, and of tho influence then exerted in other ways by the? ministry 
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masters, and treat u* ns slaves. It in ournelven who made 
the yoke. Wo oiler our back to the tdave-driverki evhip. 



“As !o ( i i - < ntii * 1 j utors of NVo br.igknd, I have 
sia id i v , i t t » i majority rtc.ro opposed to thn 

Fugitive* S' I lii »o u,ranl tho Nebraska protest ns a 
virtual omf n ’r i -'i if i tm If t li r Ifrua develop¬ 
ment of th. r 1 f i 5 f, i t i gyt/\n 3 n 1 Charity thir.keth 
no evil, &j:< t 1 e» i» j » ; n ‘ Ai ‘i s m* , 'i g, the merits of 
nay I’orwest opponent* of tha arrsrrtajsroaa of hlarrrv. 

“ As Mr. " r*e* i j i to 1 -1 tn all p (' h s nation anti on 

bch rides of the Atlantic, I mil not doubt that bis strongly avowed 
appreciation cf vrliat ia just and honourable in action will induce Lim to 
revise and correct bis state meat of facts, and instead of such sweeping 
nr.d imlUcnuursste censure, to give honour where honour us due, 

“KmvAfch ItemicR.." 

7 have repeatedly and In the most public manner dona honour to the 
minister* who have opposed this great iniquity, and did not suppose that 
any one would misunderstand iiso Mpmska* which Dr. Beecher -on- 
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A Wc.'iOrn intm travels ail through Kentucky—he wad in 
Boston three days ago—and hears only this rumour: “ the 


•u ‘ <>ii i' • Vi i - \i iho Bible that “ Jtrvs-jitt™ and 

J 1 ' c i' ’ I jvuppo.K! Ho trank# that rorio j eUw! at home. 

I hit I uni torn* no coulu not msurp ou; a stronger caw for his side. I 
know nothing of what was aid priraMy, or of aermon# which never get 
ftjwcesi a; out ot the htib t...r.d; v «c*c they ara written. He maatasa# 
f * • * n f I 11 l matter in opposition to the 

1: aeuivc buro 1H1. It is not a verr largo namW; for all the churches 
» Vw Jt’mo' Noir Tt „ L f'j' l Rhode Island, and Hwa-ac^oeotU 

to furnish. 1 can * i i err 

These are the fee »i r , i to Andover: Professor Stuart, lha moat 
distinguished cterg-rnmn in all New England, wte-to an elaborate defence 
of the Fugitive Slave mu, asm oi Mr. Wobstef’s conduct in defending it.. 
Ha vraa induced to do this hy Hr, Yi cluster himself. The work is well 
known—ConsetVsuv end th* Cearlitulwn—and it ia weak and doting m it 
is wickwl. Professor Stuart and two other Andover Profrosor*—Iter. 
Ralph Emerson, D.D., and Rev. Leonard Woods, D.D.—signed tho letter 
to Mr. Webster csptxsring their “ deep obligation# for what this apweb 
ha* dotio r,nd is doingthanking him ** for recalling tu to oar duties 
under the Constitution, tm- for the broad, national, ami ] 'ro'icu »•'' 
it inculcate*, and desiring to " express to you our entires « n %. \ 

the reatimeal# of your # peach.'* It sesuw three other Professors— 
Idc-ssrs. Park, Phelps, ami Edwards—did not sign it, and ci-.o of the 
eiguera—Dr. Wcoda or Dr. Emerson—did it much to his mi ' ul u * 
regret.. But did ha make Jus regret public ? Did Andover in public 
say anything against the conduct of the signers ? 

At Che Annual Conference of Unitarian Minuter#, in May, 185],. Joag 
»ttd public defences of kidnapping were made by “ tha a«*l emii«mi men 
in the denomination." Chic Doctor of Divinity vindicated the attempt 
of his parishionera to kidnap mine, whom I look to rnv hfussn? for shelter. 
Dr. Dewey’s promise to send back hi# own mother or bro-Baer got the 
h«mk*t commendation from more than one " prominent mu-.lsior," Dr, 
Dewey was cos , ? 1«i V fV ‘ hi Abraham ;" his declaration was "pm. 

pnted to hi i r r n i te ) s Man; of thn country ministers were of 
a different < ; » « r ’ -m declared hi# conduct ’* atrorietu." 

Of enii ms t i e ut' 1 i i the Em tar .an denomination, who were 
faithful to t 1 i * J ri n, i i f Christianity. 1 have? often sp:: ken in 
their praise, and need no; now mention their name#; too well known to 
require honour Iron; me. 

But I am sorry ».o say that I can retract nothing frois\what I have said 
in general respecting the conduct of thn clergy of ail denominations at 
that time. At a large public meeting in Boston rs Vigilance Committee 
was appointed to look after the fugitives and furnish them aid. The 
Committee #e»t a circular to every church in Massachusetts, asking for 
tha fugitive# donations of money and clothe#; and received replies from 
e : ghty-tiv<H ehvrtha, which gave u# $14^,450! 

Hers is my tetter in reply to Dr. Beecher, from the Coir.mor'.ur.rHA of 
June 10, 1S54 :— 

Dr. Etnutro Bkxcusr ajju Tkkocorx Parses. 

Bit". Ikkccmi Bachir, D.B .,—My dear Sir, 1 have just read your letter 
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Yankees arcs cowards; they dare not resist us. Wo will 
drive them jm.'i where wo like. We will force the Nebraska 
Hill down their throats, and then force Saint Domingo ami 
Cuba after it.” That is public opinion in Kentucky. -Mv 
brothers, it is very well deserved. 

The North lotted tho Missouri Compromise. Don mi 
Webster fought against it with all his manly rnigh-; ami 
then it was very manly and very mighty. When he col¬ 
lects his speeches, in 1800 , for electioneering purposes—a 
political pamphlet in six octavos—ho leaves out all his 
speeches and writings against the Missouri Compromise! 
Ilia friend, Mr. .Everett, writes his memoir, and there is 
nothing about Mr. 'Webster's opposition to tho extension 
of Slavery ; about tho Missouri Compromise not one single 
word. 


m O ( j«s*k id-slth of this morning, in which you maintain that tho 

t /n » •» in ray last sermon respecting tW delinquency of ibe Northern 
c -iC-rgr net# too jEweejitRS’, and iltat I did injustice! to the mmistera who 
r jit rf oiW-d tho Fugitive Slave Uiii anti il;i execution. Verhapa the 
1 •* « tf the s#rmcm would *«*m to warrant your opinion. Hut I hare 

co dmt Urn eat, and in tto public a wanner, cxpnMJwd ray respect and 
vcttcrauon for those noble men who have Wft» found faithful in time* of 
peril, that I cannot think I am in general obnoxious to tho charga yon 
make against me. 

In respect to tho sjK-ctal pennon of la.at Sunday, I Is-eg i save to 
inform yoti that tho urhnfo was neither printed nor preached ; tho entire 
sermon is now in presit, mad when you g«j it, T, think you will find that 
I do no injustice to the men you speak of. As I spoke cm Sunday, I did 
not ftup{w?o any on* would ndaunderstand my words, or think 1 wished 
to be regarded a.* tho only er.a found faithful. Certainly I hare many 
timed done honour to the gentlemen you mention, and to tho journals 
you refer to—with others you do not warns. And allow mo to nay, the 
conduct of yourself and all your family haa not only been tt strong per¬ 
sonal tncouragement to me, but s theme of public congrsftutatiev,. which 
I hare often brought forward in lecture#, and sermons, and speeches. I 
am ct little surprised that you should suppose that by the ekarshei of 
caw mere# in New York, Boston, Ac., I jusan *15 the church** of these 
towns. I stilt think that from 1850 to 1852 ths general voice of the Now 
England churches, so far a* if was beard through the press, was in 
favour of tho Fugitive! hUvo BUt and it*- execution, Thl* wax specially 
true of the rich and fashionable churches iu the great commercial town*. 
Surely you cannot forget the numerous clerical eulogies cm tho Jat# Mr. 
Webster, which sought to justify all his political conduct. I do not think 
you have made out a very strung awe for Andover. 

1 urn Burry to have' gmm pain to a man whoso life b so noble pjn\ 
Im character s-o high j but Iwucvo me, 

Ibapcctfully and truly your#, 

TtuvonoHE Pafitta. 
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My friends, the South treat us an we deserve. They 
make compromises, and then break them. They my we 
are cowards. Arc they mistaken ? They put our seamen 
in gaol for no crime, but their complexion, ¥o allow it. 
Then they come to New England, and in Boston steal our 
fellow-citizens—no ! our fellow-subjects, our follow-slaves. 
"We call out tho soldiers to help them ! Go into a bear's 
den, and steal a young cub; and if you take only one, all 
tho full-grown bears in tho den will come after you and 
follow till you die, or they die, or their strength fails, and 
they must give up the pursuit, 

"0 Just-ico! t-Ho'i ari ilea to brutish beasts, 

And i.'itn lvavo lost their reason !" 

The Nebraska Bill lias hardly got back to the Senate 
again when a Virginian comen hero to sc-o how much 
Boston will bear. Ho brings letters to “ eminent citizens 
of Boston,” lodges at tho Itevero House, and bravely 
shows himself to the public in tho streets. Ho walks 
upon tho Common, and looks at tho eclipse—tho eclipse of 
tho sun I mean, not the eclipse of Boston: that ho needs 
no glass to look at, as there is none smoked dark enough 
to hinder it from dazzling his eyes. He gets two Boston 
lawyers to help him kidnap a man. Ho finds a Com¬ 
missioner, a Probate Officer of Massachusetts, ready to 
violate the tenure of his own trust, prepared for * ho work; 
a Marshal anxious to prove liis democracy by stealing 
a man ; ho finds newspapers ready to sustain him; tho 
Governor lets him go unmolested; tho Mayor lends him 
ail tho ]>olico of the city ; and then, illegallyyind without 
any authority, against tho protestations of tho Aldermen, 
calls out all tho soldiers among a hundred and sixty 
thousand people, in order to rend ono innocent negro into 
bondage, and gives them orders, it is said, to shoot down 
any citizen who shall attempt- to pass their lines ! Tho 
soldiers, half drunk, present their horse-pistols at the heads 
of women—their thumb on tho hammer 1 They stab 
horses, and until their sabres slash tho heads of men ! 

When Mr. Burns was first seized by tho kidnappers, 
nearly all tho daily newspapers took sides against tho 
fugitive. Tho city was full of mini iters all tho week; 
two Anti-Slavery conventions were held, ono of them two 
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thousand men strong; tho "Worcester “Freedom Club"’ 
carno down here to visit us: they all went home, and 
“order reigns in Warsaw.” In South Carolina there is a 
public opinion stronger than the law. Let Massachusetts 
send an honoured citizen to Charleston, to remonstrate 
against an iniquitous statute, and most respectable citizens 
drive him away. Coloured citizens of Massachusetts rot 
in the gaols of Charleston. Northern merchants pay the 
costs. Boston merchants remonstrated years ago, and the 
Boston senator did not dare to offer their paper in Con¬ 
gress! Yes, a Bn-‘.on senator did not dare present the 
remonstrances of Boston, merchants! The South despises 
us. Do you wonder at the treatment we receive? I 
wonder not at all. 

Now, let me say another word—it must he a brief one— 
of this particular ease. When Mr. Burns was kidnapped, 
a public meeting was called in Faneuii Hall. Who went 
there ? Not one of the men who are accustomed to con¬ 
trol public opinion in Boston. If ten of them had 
appeared on that platform, Mr. Phillips and myself would 
not have troubled tho audionco with our speech. Wo 
would have yielded tho plf.ee—to citizens of “ eminent 
gravity" giving their counsel, and there would have been 
no man carried out of Boston. I could mention ten men, 
known to every man here, who, if they had been there, 
would have so made such public opinion, that tho Fugitive 
Slave Bill Commissioner never would have found “evi¬ 
dence” or “law" enough to send Anthony Burns back to 
Alexandria. There was not one of them t here. They did 
not wish to be there. They cared nothing for freedom! 

In general, tho blame of this wickedness rests on the 
city of Boston, much of it on Massachusetts, on New 
England, and on all the North. But hero I must singlo 
out some of the individuals who are personally responsible 
for this outrage. 

I begin with the Commissioner. He was the prime 
mover. 

Now, m a general thing, tho Commissioners who kidnap 
men in America have had a proclivity to wickedness. It 
1ms been {structural, constitutional. Man-stealing was in 
their 1)0X105. It was an ostcological necessity. A phreno- 
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legist, examining their heads, would have said : *'* Beware 
of this man. lie is ‘ lit for treason, stratagems, and 
spoils.’ ” 

It seems natural that Mr. Kane should steal men in 
Philadelphia. His name is warrant to hear out the deed. 
In Boston, the former kidnapper lost no “ personal popu¬ 
larity” by the act. Ills conduct seems alike befitting the 
disposition ho was horn with, and the culture lie lias at¬ 
tained to; and so appears equally natural and characteristic. 
But I thought Mr. Coring of a different disposition. His 
is a pleasant face to look at, dignified, kindly—a little 
weak, yet not without sweetness and a certain elevation. 
I have seen him sometimes in the Probate Office, and 
it seemed to me a face fit to watch over the widow and 
tho fatherless. When a had man docs a wicked thing, it 
astonishes nobody. When one otherwise noblo and gene¬ 
rous is overtaken in a fault, wo '* weep to record, and 
blush to give it in,” and in tho spirit of meekness seek to 
restore such a one. But when a good man deliberately, 
voluntarily, does such a deed as this, words cannot express 
tho fiery indignation which it ought to stir up in every 
man’s bosom. It destroys confidence in humanity. 

The wickedness began with the Commissioner. He 
issued the writ. It was to end with him,—he is sheriff, 
judge, jury. Ho is paid twice as much lor condemning as 
for acquitting tho innocent. 

lie was not obliged to ho a Commissioner. lie was not 
forced into that bail eminence. He went there voluntarily 
fifteen years ago, as United States Commissioner, to take 
affidavits and acknowledgments. Slavc-catching was no 
part of his duty. The soldiers of Nicholas execute their 
master’s tyranny, because they arc forced into it. Tho 
only option with them is to shoot with a musket, or bo 
scourged to death with tho knout. If Mr. Loring did 
hot like kidnapping, he need not Imvo kept his office. But 
ho liked it. lie wrote three articles, “ cold and cruel,” in 
tho Daily Advertiser, defending the Fugitive Slave Bill. 

But if ho kept the oifico ho is not officially obliged to 
do the work. The District Attorney is not suspected of 
being so heavily fraught with conscience that he cannot 
trim his craft to sail with any political wind which offers 
to carry him to port ; but even Mr. Holletfc refused to 

von. vr. o 
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kidnap Ellen Craft. Ho did not like tho business. It was 
not a part of Mr. Loring’s official obligation. A man lots 
himself to a sea-captain us a mariner to go a general 
voyage. lie is not obliged to go privateering or pirating 
whenever tho captain hoists the black flag. Ho can leave 
at tho next port. A labourer lets himself to a farmer to 
do general furm work. By and by bis employer sayB, “ I 
intend to steal sheep.” The man is not obliged by bis 
contract to go and steal sbeep because bis employer will. 
That would bs an illegal act, no doubt. But suppose tho 
general government bad made a law, authorizing every 
fanner to steal all tbo black sbeep bo can lay bis bands 
on; nay, commanding tbo felon)'. Is this servant, who 
is hired to do general farm work, obliged in bis official 
capacity to go and steal black sheep ? I do not look at it 
so. I do not think any man does. A lawyer turns off 
many a client. A constable refuses many a civil job. Ho 
docs not like tbo business. Tho Commissioner took this 
business becauso he liked to tako it. 1 do not say bo was 
not “ conscientious.” I know nothing of that. I only 
speak of the act. Herod was “ conscientious,” for aught 
I know, and Iscariot and Benedict Arnold, and Aaron 
Burr. I do not touch that question. To their own 
master they stand or fall. The tortures of tbo Spanish 
Inquisition may have been “ conscientious.” 

It was entirety voluntary for hlr. Loring to tako this 
case. • There was no official obligation, no professional 
honour, that required him to do it. Ho baa a “ great 
precedent,” oven, in Mr. Hallett, to decline it. 

In 18-13, Massachusetts enacted a law prohibiting any 
State officer from acting as slave-catcher, for fear of abuse 
of our own law. Since that, Mr. Loring has bccomo 
Judge of Probate. There was a chance for a good man 
to show his respect for the law of the Stato which gives 
him office. 

Now see bow tho case was conducted. I am no lawyer, 
and shall not undertake to judge the tcchuical subtleties of 
tho ease. But look at tho chief things which require no 
technical skill to judge. 

The Commissioner spoko very kindly, and oven pater¬ 
nally, when ho consulted Burns. I confess tbo tear started 
to my eyo when bo looked so fatherly towards tho man, 
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liko a Judgo of Probate, and asked him, “ "Would you like 
a little time to prepare to make a defence ?” And when 
Mr. Burns replied, “ Yes,” bo honourably gave him eomo 
time, forty-eight hours, to decide whether ho would mako 
a defence on Saturday, May 27. Ho also hono’Tably 
gavo Mr. Burns and his counsel a little tiino to mako ready 
for trial Ho gavo them from Saturday until Monday! 
Truo it was only twenty-four hours; Sunday intervened, 
and lawyers, liko other laymen, and ministers, aro sup- 

n ed to bo at meeting on Sunday. That twenty-four 
ira—it was not very much timo to allow for tho defence 
of a man whoso liberty was in peril! If Mr. Burns had been 
arraigned for murder, he would havo had several months 
to prepare for his trial, tho purso and tho arm of Massa¬ 
chusetts to summon witnesses for hia defence. But as lie 
was charged with no crime, only with being tho involun¬ 
tary slave of ono of our Southern masters—as the Fugitive 
Slave Act was not designed to “establish justice," but its 
opposite, or to “insure tho blessings of liberty," but the 
curse of bondage—ho may havo only twenty-four hours to 
mako ready for hia defence: hia counsel and a minister 
may visit him—others aro excluded! 

If Mr. Burns had been arraigned for stealing a horse, 
for slander, or anything else, not twenty-fours, or days, 
but twenty-four weeks would havo been granted him to 
mako ready for trial. A common lawsuit, for a thousand 
dollars, in tho Supremo Court of Suffolk, is not ordinarily 
tried within a year; and, if any questions of law aro to lio 
settled, not disposed of within two years. Here, however, 
a man was on trial for more than life, and but twenty-four 
hours wero granted him ! ^ I accept that thankfully, and 
tender Mr. Loring my gratitude for that! It is more than 
I looked for from any Fugitive Slavo Bill Commissioner, 
except him. I never thought him capable of executing 
this wickedness. Honour him for this with duo honour— 
no more; no less. 

When tho hearing began, tho kidnapper’s counsel urged 
that tho testimony token at first, when Mr. Burns was 
brought up, was in the casp.. The Commissioner held to 
this monstrous position; anil it was only after tho urgent 
opposition of tho prisoner’s counsel that ho consented it 
should bo put in de novo. 
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Bui after the kidnapping lawyers put in tlieir evidence, 
the counsel for Mr. Burns asked time for conference and 
consultation, as the most important questions of law and 
fact came up; they were weary with long service and 
exhausting labour—and they begged the Commissioner to 
adjourn for an hour or two. It was already almost three 
o'clock. When hard pressed, ho granted them thirty 
. minutes to get up their law and their evidence, take re¬ 
freshment, and come back to court. At length he extended 
it to forty minutes ! Much of that time was lost to one 
of the counsel by the troops, who detained him at the 
door. But tho next day, after Mr. .Burns's counsel had 
brought in evidence to show that ho was in Boston on the 
1st of March,—which nobody expected, for Brent alleges 
that ho saw him in Virginia on the 10th of March, 
and that ho escaped thence on the 24th,—then, after 
a conference with the Marshal, ho grants the kid¬ 
napper’s lawyers an hour and a quarter to meet this 
new and unexpected evidence. Of course lie knew that in 
granting them this, ho really gave them all night to get 
up their evidence, prepare their defence, and come into 
court the next morning, and rebut what had been said. Is 
that fair ? Consider what a matter there was at stake—a 
man’s liberty for ever and ever on earth ! Consider that 
Mr. Loring was judge and jury;—that it was a “ court" 
without appeal; that no other court could pass upon his 
verdict, and reverse it, if afterwards it was shown to be 
suspicious or proved to ho wrong. Ho grants Mr. Burns 
thirty minutes, and the other side, at once, an hour and 
a quarter, virtually all night! That Is not all. His 
decision was limited to one point, namely, the identity of 
the prisoner. If Mr. Bums answered the description of 
the fugitive given in tho record, the Commissioner took it 
for granted, first, that lie was a slave,—there was no 
proof; second, that ho had escaped into another State,— 
tuat was not charged in the record, nor . proved by testi¬ 
mony; third, that he owed service and labour to Colmel 
Suttle, not to the lessee, who had a limited fee in his 
services, nor to tho mortgagee, who had tho conditional 
fee of his person; >ut to Colonel Suttle, the reversioner, 
tho original claimant of his body. 

Now tho statute leaves the party claimant his choice 
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between two processes'; one under its sixth section, the 
other under the tenth. 

The sixth section obliges the claimant to prove threo 
points—1, That the persons claimed owes service; 2, That 
he has escaped; and, 3, That the party before the court 
is the identical one alleged to bo a slave. 

The tenth section makes the claimant’s certificate con¬ 
clusive ns to the first two points, and only ler cs the 
identity to bo proved. 

In this case, the claimant, by offering proof of service 
and escape, made his election to proceed under the sixth 
section. 

Hero ho failed: failed to prove service ; failed to provo 
escape. Then the Conm ‘ssioncr allowed him to swing 
round and take refuge in e tenth, section, leaving identity 
only to bo proved; and this lie proved by the prisoner’s 
confession, mado under duress and in terror, if at all; 
wholly denied by him; and proved only by the testimony 
of a witness of whom wo know nothing, but that he was 
contradicted by several witnesses as to the only point to 
which ho affirmed capable of being tested. 

So, then, the Commissioner reduced the question pre¬ 
cisely to this : Is tho prisoner at the bar tho same Anthony 
Burns whom Brent saw in Virginia on tho 19th day 
of March last, and who tho claimant swears in his com¬ 
plaint escaped from Virginia on tho 24th of March ? 

Ono man, calling himself “William‘Brent, a merchant 
of Richmond/' testified as to tho question of identity 
—“ This is Burns." lie was asked, “ When did you seo 
him in Virginia?" and he answered, " On the 19th of 
March last" But nobody in court now Mr. Brent, and 
Mr. Loring himself confessed that ho stood “ under cir¬ 
cumstances that would bias the fairest mind." He had 
come all the way from Richmond to Boston to make out 
the case. Doubtless ho expected his reward—perhaps in 
money, perhaps in honour; for it is an honour in Vir- 
ginia*to support the institutions of that State. But on tho 
other side, many witnesses testified that Burns was hero in 
Boston on tho 1st of March, and worked several days at 
tho Mattnpon Iron Works, at South Boston. Several 
men, well known in Boston—persons of unimpeached in¬ 
tegrity—testified to tho fact. No evidence rebutted their 
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testimony. Nothing was urged to impugn their veracity. 
The Commissioner says their “integrity is admitted/'’ and 
“ no imputation of bias could bo attached " to them. So, 
to decide between these two, Sir. Loring takes tbo admis¬ 
sions of tbo fugitive, alleged to have been mado under 
duress, in tbo presence of his “ master/’ made in gaol; when 
bo was surrounded by armed ruffians; when ho was “ inti¬ 
midated" by fear,—admissions wbicli Mr. Burns denied to 
tho last, even after the decision. This was the proof of 
identity! 

Tho record called Bums a man with “ dark complexion." 
Tho prisoner is a “ full-blooded negro." His complexion 
is black abnost as my coat. Tho record spoke of Bums ns 
having a scar on his right hand. The right hand of this 
man had been broken; it was so badly injiued that when 
it was opened ho could only shut it by grasping it with, 
his left. The bone stuck out prominent. Tho kidnapper’s 
witness testified that Burns was in Virginia on tho 19th 
of March. Several witnesses—I know not how many— 
testified that ho was in Boston nineteen days before! 

Mr. Brent staled nothing to show that he had ever had 
any particular knowledge of Mr. Burns, or particularly 
observed his person. Somo of the witnesses for tho prisoner 
did not testify merely from general observation of his form 
or features, but they stated that they had noted especially 
tho scar on his check, and his broken hand, and they knew 
him to bo tho man. Besides, this testimony is of multi¬ 
plied force, not being that of so many to one fact; that of 
each stands by itself. There was a cloud of witnesses to 

S ovo that Mr. Burns was in Boston from tho 1st of 
arch. If their evidence could be invalidated, it was not 
attacked in court. Their fairness was admitted. 

Not many years ago, a woman was on trial in Boston 
for tho murder of her own child. At first sho pleaded 
guilty, and, weeping, stated tho motives which led to tho 
unnatural crime. But tho court interfered, induced her 
to retract tho pica, and to make a defence. And in spite 
of her voluntary admissions made in court, sho was ac¬ 
quitted—for there was not cvidcnco to warrant a legal 
conviction. 

Mr. Loring seemed to regard Slavery as a crimen ex¬ 
cept um ; and when a man is charged with it ho is preimp- 
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posed to bo guilty, and must bo denied tho usual means of 
defence. So out of tho victim's own mouth ho extorts the 
proof that this is tho man named in tho record. 

A man net laiown to anybody in court brings a paper 
from .Aleximdria claiming Anthony Burns as his elavo; 
tho paper was drawn up fivo hundred miles off; in tho 
absence of Mr. Burns; by his enemies, who sought for his 
liberty and moro than his life. Ho brought ono witness to 
testify to tho identity of tho man, who says that, in his 
fear. Burns said, “ I fun tho man." But seven witnesses, 
whoso veracity was not impeached in. tho court, testify that 
tho prisoner was in Boston in tho early part of March; 
and therefore it appears that ho is not tho Burns who was 
in Virginia on tho 10th of March, and thcnco escaped 
on tho 24th. To dccido between tho two testimonies— 
that of ono Virginian under circumstances that would bins 
tho fairest mind, and seven Bostonians free from all bias— 
tho Commissioner takes tho words put into tho mouth of 
Mr. Bums. 

Now, tho Fugitive Slave Bill prorides that tho testimony 
of tho fugitive shall not bo received as evidence in tho case. 
Mr. Loring avoids that difficulty. Ho does not call 4. 
“testimony" or “evidence." Ho calls it “admissions;" 
accepts it to prove tho “ identity,” and decides tho case 
against him. But who proves that Mr. Bums mado the 
admissions ? There are two witnesses : 1, A man hired 
to kidnap him, ono of tho Marshal’s “ guard," a spy. a 
hired informer, set to watch tho prisoner and mako ingumi- 
tion. Of what valuo was his testimony ? 2. Mr. Brent, 
who had como fivo hundred miles to assist in catching 
a runaway slave, and claimed Mr. Bums os tho slave. 
This was the only valuable witness to prove tho admission. 
So tho admission is proved by tho admission of Mr. Brent, 
and tho testimony of Mr. Brent is proved by tho admis¬ 
sion l Excellent Fugitive Slave Bill “ evidence!" Brent 
confirms Brent! There is, I think, a well-known axiom 
of tho common law, that “ admissions shall go in entire “ 
—all that tho prisoner said. Now, Mr. Loring rules in 
just what serves the interest of tho claimant, and rules out 
cverytliing that serves Mr. Burns's interest. And is that 
Massachusetts justice ? 

Hem ember, too, that Commissioner Loring is tho whole 
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court—a “judge,” not known to the Constitution; n 
“ jury” only known in the inquisition ! There is no appeal 
from Iris decision. The witness came from Virginia to 
swear away the freedom of a citizen of Massachusetts, 
charged with no crime. When the Marshal, and the men 
hired to kidnap, are about the poor black man, it is said 
ho makes an admission that ho is the fugitive; and on that 
“evidence” Mr. L-oring decides that, he is to go into bond¬ 
age for ever. It war. conduct worthy of the Inquisition 
of Spain!* Let doubts weigh for the prisoner, is a rule 
ns old as legal attempts nt justice. Here, they weigh 
against 1dm. The case is full of doubts—doubts on every 
side. He rides over them all. He takes the special words 
he wants, and therew"*h strikes down the prisoner's claim 
to liberty. 

Suppose 4 , in the present instance, the fugitive had been 
described ns a man of light complexion, blue eyes, end 
golden hair: then, suppose some white man, you or I, 
answered the description, and some ruffian swore to the 
identity.* By that form of law, any man, any woman, in 
the city of Boston, might have been taken and curried off 
into bondage straightway, irredeemable bondage, bondage 
for over. 

Commissioner Loring had no better ground for taking 
away the liberty of Anthony Burns than in the ease I 
have just supposed. 

Suppose Colonel Sutth; had claimed the Mayor and 
Aldermen of Boston as Ins slaves ; had brought a “ record” 
from Alexandria reciting their names, and setting forth 
the fact of their owing service, and their escape from it ; 
luul them kidnapped and brought before Mr. Loring. 
According to his own ruling, the only question ho has to 
determine is this : ” the identity of the persons.” A witness 
testifies that the Mayor and Aldermen of Boston mo tno 
parties named in tins record as owing service und having 
escaped therefrom. The Commissioner says, “The facts to 
be proved by the claimant are three. 

“ 1. That the parties charged owed him service in 
Virginia. 

* Taolus it n jviw cf s;oou fortune that At;vuvib died l»rfuio 

such tulmissionc" were rnfuta evidence to min is man, as in l>omitun*« 
timo ijuxm b'uj'piria ws'ra MfoiTiixrenfur .'—-Agriwb-, e. xlr. 
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“ 2. That they escaped from that service. 

“These facts he has proved by the record winch the 
statute (sec. 10) declare* * shall bo held, and taken to bo 
full and conclusive evidence of the fact of escajx*, and that 
the service or labour of the person escaping is duo to the 
party in such record mentioned.’ 

“ Thus these two facts are removed entirely and abso¬ 
lutely from my jurisdiction, and I am entirely and abso¬ 
lutely precluded from applying evidence to them; if, 
therefore, there is in the case evidence capable of such 
application, I cannot make it. 

“ 3. The third fact is the identity of the parties before 
me with the parties mentioned in the record. 

“ This identity is the only question I have a right to 
consider. To this, and to this alone, I am to apply the 
evidence. 

“ And then, on the whole testimony, my mind is satis¬ 
fied beyond a reasonable doubt of tho identity of tho 
respondents with tho parties named in the record. 

“ On tho law and facts of the case, I consider tho 
claimant entitled to the certificate from mo which ho 
claims." 

The Mayor and Aldermen go into bondage for ever. 
The liberty of all this audienco might bo thus sworn 
away by a Commissioner and another kidnapper. 

But tho “ruling” is not tho worst thing in tho ease. 
Tho Commissioner had prejudged it all. He had pre¬ 
judged it entirely before ho had oven begun this mock 
trial; before bo heard the defence; before the prisoner had 
any counsel to make a defence. Hero is my proof. On 
Friday (May 2(3), Wendell Phillips went to Cambridge to 
see hir. Boring. He is a professor of law in Harvard 
College, teaching law and justice to tho young men who 
go up thither to learn law and justice! Mr. Phillips 
went there to get permission to visit Mr. Burns, and sec 
if he would make a defence and have counsel. Mr. 
Loring advised Mr. Phillips to make no defence. Ho said: 
“ Mr. Phillips, I think tho cv.e is so clear that you would 
not bo justified in placing any obstructions in the way of 
tho man's going back, as he probably will.” 

So, as tho matter was decided beforehand, it was to be 
only n mock trial, and might just as well have been cl is- 
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pensed with. It keeps up some hollow semblance to tko 
form of tho Fugitive Slave Bill; but it was all prejudged 
before Mr. Bunas had selected his counsel or determined to 
have any. Plxice no “ obstructions in tho way of tho man’s 
going bock, as he probably will! ” 

Kor is that all. Beforo any defeneo had been made, on 
Saturday night, Mr. Loring drew' up a bill of sale of 
Anthony Bums. Hero it is, in his own handwriting:— 

“Know all men in these Presents — That I, Charles 
F. Suttle, of Alexandra, in Virginia, in consideration of 
twelve hundred dollars, to me paid, do hereby release and 
discharge, quitclaim and convey to Antony Byrnes, his 
liberty; and I hereby manumit and release him from all 
claims and services to mo for over, hereby giving him his 
liberty to all intents and effects for ever. 

“ In testimony -whereof, I have hereto set my hand and 
aeal, this twenty-seventh day of May, in tho year of our 
Lord eighteen hundred and hfty-four.” 

What should you say of a Judge of tho Supremo Court 
of Massachusetts who should undertake to negotiate a note 
of liand which was a matter of litigation beforo him in 
court ? What if tho Chief-Justice, before ho had heard a 
word of tho case of tho last man tried for murder—before 
tho prisoner had any counsel—had told some humane man 
faking an interest in the matter, " You would not be justi¬ 
fied in placing any obstructions in the way of tho mm’s 
being hanged, as lie probably w'ill ? ” Add this, also : 
hero Commissioner Loring is Justice to draw' tho writ. 
Judge, Jury, all in ono! Do tho annals of judicial tyranny 
show' a clearer case of judgment without a hearing ? 

Tins is not yet the end of the wickedness. Last Wed¬ 
nesday night tho Kidnapper's Court adjourned till Friday 
morning at nine o’clock. Then tho “ decision ” was to bo 
made. But tho kidnapper and his assistants, tho Marshal, 
etc., knew' it on Thursday night.. How long before, I know 
not Tho men who hired Mr. Loring to steal a man, with 
tho Fugitive Slavo Bill for his instrument, they know the 
decision at least fourteen' hours beforo it was announced in 
court—I think twenty hours before. 

First, ho judged the case beforo he heard it; second, ho 
judged it against evidence when ho heard it; third, ho 
clandestinely communicated tho decision to ono of tho 
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parties half a clay before ho declared it openly in court. 
Could Kano or Curtis do worse ? I do not find that they 
have over clone so had. Does Boston teem with Epsoms 
and Dudleys, tho vermin of tha law ? Does Now England 
spawn Jeffreyses and Scroggscs, whom wo supposed impos¬ 
sible—fictitious characters too bad to bo ? 

Look at the Marshal’s conduct. Of his previous character 
I eay nothing. But his agents arrested Mr. Burns on a 
false charge; threatened violence if ho should cry out; they 
kept him m secret. Nobody camo nigh unto him. 

Tho trial was unfairly conducted on tho Marshal’s part, 
Tho public was excluded from the Court House. Ilis ser¬ 
vants lined tho stairways, insulting tho people. Southerners 
wero freely admitted, but Northern gentlemen kept out. 
Kudo, coarse, and insolent fellows found no cheek. Clergy¬ 
men and lawyers were turned back, and Southern students 
of law let in. Two gentlemen were refused admission; but 
when one declared he was from Virginia, the other from 
South Carolina, they wero both admitted on tho instant. 
Tho wholo Court House seemed to be tho property of tho 
sin vo power. 

Ho crowded tho Court House with soldiers. Somo of 
them wero drunk, and charged bayonet upon tho counsel 
and witnesses for Burns, and thrust them away. Ho em¬ 
ployed base men for his guard. X nover saw such a motley 
crow as this kidnapper’s gang collected together, save in 
tho darkest places of London mul Paris, whither I went to 
see how low humanity might go down, and yet bear tho 
semblance of ’man. Ho raked tho kennels of Boston. lie 
dispossessed tho stews, bawding tho courts with unwonted 
infamy. He gathered tho spoils of brothels; prodigals not 
penitent, who upon harlots had wasted their substance in 
riotous living; pimps, gamblers, tho succubus of Slavery; 
men which tho gorged gaols had cast out into tho streets 
scarred with infamy ; fighters, drunkards, public brawlers ; 
convicts that had served out their time, waiting for a second 
conviction; men whom tho subtlety of counsel, or tho 
charity of the gallows, had left unhanged. “ No oyo hath 
seen such scarecrows.” Tho youngest of tho Police Judges 
found ten of his constituents there. Gaoler Andrews, it is 
said, recognised forty of liis customers amoi g them. It is 
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said that Albert J. Tirrcll was invited to move in that 
leprous gang, and declined 1* " The wicked walk on every 

side when the vilest men are exalted 1” The publican who 
fed those locusts of Southern tyranny, said that nut of the 
sixty-five, there was but one respectable man, and lie kept 
aloof from nil the rest I have seen courts of Justice m 
England, Holland, Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, mid 
Switzerland, and I have seen just such men. But they 
were always in the dock, not iho servants of the Court, 
The Marshal was right; “ the statute is so cruel and 
wicked that it should not be executed by good men.” He 
chose fit tools for fitting work. I do not think Herod sent 
the guardian of orphans to massacre iho innocents of Beth¬ 
lehem. I doubt that Pontius Pilate employed a Judge of 
Probate to crucify Jesus between two thieves ! 

There was nn unfairness about tho offer to sell Mr. 
Bums. I do not know whose fault that was. Ilis claimant 
pretended that he would sell; but when the money was 
tendered, his agents delayed, equivocated, woro out the 
time, till it was Sunday; and tho deed could not legally be 
done. It was the man, and not the money they wanted. 
He offered to sell tho man for twelve hundred dollars. 
Tho price was exorbitant, he would net bring eight 
hundred at Alexandria.! 

8 Yfhilo these sheets are passing through the press I learn that three 
of the Marshal's guard ti&vo been arrested for crimes of violence com* 
twitted within twenty-four fours after tfo rendition. Sd n thief to serve a 
thief. 

f " Mr. Arror.Nr.r H sum's iKTfsr^ar.vcr. wit/i t»k Fusciubk or 
the Ft'Gmv*:. 

" Itomtoa, Saturday, June 3, JSJi. 

“To the Editors ef the Atlas: —Von have called my attention to an 
article in your paper this morning signed ‘and to a contradiction of 
its statement in the Journal of this evening, by authority of tho United. 
States District Attorney. I know nothing of tho origin ef either of these 
articles, but wilt, at your request, give you a narrative of my own con¬ 
nection with the recent negotiation for tho freedom of * Byroes,' behoving 
that such a narrative will lx> altogether pertinent to tho fact which yon 
seek to establish, namely, the interference of tho United States District 
Attorney in tho negotiation a boro referred to. 

“ On Saturday afternoon last, the lies*. Mr. Grimes called upon mo and 
said that the owner of Ilymcs had offered to sell him for twelve Hundred 
dollars, and that he (Grimes) was ansious to raise the money nt once. 
He desired my advice and assistance* in the matter, arid requested me tn 
draw up a suitable subscription paper for that purpose, which I did iu 
these words:— 
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Thero was another trick. At one time it was thought 
tho evidence —ould compel the reluctant Commissioner to 


" ' Boston, May 27,1554. 

"'We, tho undersigned, agree to }>ay to Anthony Byrnes, or order, tho 
earn sot against oar respective names, for tho purpose of enabling him to 
obtain his freedom from tho United States Government, in tho hands of 
whoso officers ho is now held as a slave. 

‘"This paper will ho presented by tho Rev. L. A, Grimes, pastor of tho 
12th Baplish Church.’ 

11 Upon this paper Mr. Grimes obtained signatures for six hundred and 
sixty-five dollars, and with tho aid of Colonel Settle's counsel, Messrs. 
Parker and Thomas, who interested themselves in this matter, four 
hundred dollars more were got in a check, conditionally, and held by Mr. 
Parker. It was agreed by mo that I should be near at hand on Saturday 
night, to assist and advance tho money, which was accordingly done; and 
my check for eight hundred dollars, early in tho night, was placed in tho 
hands of tho United States Marshal for this purpose. About eleven 
o’clock, all parties being represented, we met at Mr. Commissioner 
.Loring'o office. This gentleman, with commcndablo alacrity, prepared 
necessary papers. 

“At this juncture the actual money was insisted on, whicli threatened 
for a time the completion of tho negotiation ; but anticipating this con¬ 
tingency, which, under all circumstances, was not an unreasonable de¬ 
mand, wo adjourned to tho Marshal's office, and I prepared myself with 
the needful tender. The United States Attorney, Air. Unite:t, was in 
attendance, and tho respective parties immediately discussed tho modo 
of procedure. Tho hour of twelve was rapidly approaching, after which 
no action could bo taken. Mr. Grinin was prepared to receive Byrnes, 
and anxious to take him as ho might peacefully. The matter lingered, 
and official action cc&sed. 

"Iam not disposed to charge any one with designedly defeating tho 
desired end on that occasion. The business was new, tins questions 
raised novel. But when wo had pro-reeded thus far, and were ready in 
good faith to rnako good the sum requisite on ilunday, ia view also of 
the friendly understanding had after midnight with all parties in interest, 
wo laid a right to expect Byrnes's liberation on Monday. When that day 
came, tho owner refused to treat. Learning frem rumour only that four 
thousand dollars had been named as tho sum then asked for, I on Mon¬ 
day addressed Colonel Buttle, then in court, a respectful note, reminding 
him of the position of things on Saturday night, and urging that Mr. 
Grimes had tho right to expect tho original agreement to ire carried out, 
but further asking him if any additional sum was required; to which ho 
replied, that tho ‘case is before tho Court, and must await its decision.' 

“Tuesday morning, I had an interview with Colonel Buttle in tho U. S. 
Marshal's office, lie seemed disposed to listen to me, arid met tho sub¬ 
ject in a manly way. Ho said he wished to take tho boy bock, after 
which ho would sell him. lie wanted to see tho result of tho trial, at 
any rate. I stated to him that wo considered Ids claim to Byrnea clear 
enough, and that ho would bo delivered over to him, urging particularly 
upon him that the boy's liberation was not sought for except with his 
free consent, and his claim being fully satisfied. I urged upon him no 
consideration of the fear of a rescue, or possible unfavourable result of 
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frco bis victim. Then it was proposed that.ho should ho 
seized in tho court, and either summarily declared a slavo by 


tbo trial to him, bat offered distinctly, if ho chose, to liavo tho trial pro* 
coed, tad whatever might bo tho result, still to satisfy his claim. 

“ I stated to him that tho negotiation was not unstained by any society 
or association whatsoever, bnt that it was dona by soma of our most 
respectable riluens, who were desirous not to obstruct tho operation of 
tho law, but in a peaceable and honourable manner sought on adjustment 
of this unpleasant coso; assuring lum that this feeling was general 
among the people. I read to him nl otter, addressed to mo bv a highly- 
esteemed citixen, urging :no to renew my efforts to accomplish this, and 
placing at my disposal any amount of money that I might think proper 
for tho purpose. 

•* Colonel Suttlo replied that bo appreciated our motives, and that he felt 
disposed to meet us. Ho then stated what ho would do. I accepted his 
proporal at oaco; it was not entirely satisfactory to mo, bnt yet, in view 
of his position, as ho declared to me, I was content. At my request, ho 
was alxmt to commit our agreement to writing, when Mr. B. P. Hallett 
entered tho office, and they two ungoged in conversation apart from me. 
Presently Colonel Sutilo returned to me, and said: * I must withdraw 
what I havo dono with you.’ Wo both immediately approached Mr. 
Hallett, who raid, pointing to tho spot where Mr. noteholder fell, in sight 
of which wo sloe 1, ‘That blood must bo avenged.' I made somo perti¬ 
nent reply, rebuking bo extraordinary a speech, and left tho room. 

“ On Friday, soon after tho decision had been rendered, finding Colonel 
SnUb bad gono on board tbo Cnttor ot an early hour, 1 waited upon his 
counsel, Messrs. Thomas and Parker, at tbo Court-house, and there 
renewed my proposition. Both three gentlemen promptly intonated 
themselves in my purpose, which was to (tender tho claimant full satis¬ 
faction, and receive tho surrender of Byrnes from him, either there, in 
State Street, or on board the Cutter, at his own option. It was arranged 
between us that Mr. Parker should go at one® on board tho Cnttor, and 
iaako an arrangement, if possible, with tho Colonel. 

“ I provided ample funds, and returned immediately to tho Court- 
bouses when 1 found that there would bo difficulty in gutting on board 
the Cutter. Application was mado by mo to tho Marshal; ho interpot id 
no objection, and I offered to placo Mr. Parker nlcngsido tho Teasel. 
Presently Mr. Parker took mo asido and said thoeo words: 1 Colonel 
Settle h»« pledged himself to Mr. Hallett that ho will not sell his boy 
uri.it ho gets him homo.' Tims tho matter ended. 

“In considering, Mr. Editor, whoso interference was potent in thus 
defeating tho courteous eudeavonrs of citIrene of Bouton, jwacdbUy and 
with doe respect to Use laws of tho land, to put to rest tho painful scenes 
of the past week, it must bo bomo in mind that tbo United 8fates 
Marshal, who, throughout this unfortunato negotiation, has conducted 
himself towards us with great consideration, consented Individually to 
hold tho funds, os a party not in interest, thus nrly acquiescing in tho 
success of our plan; tho owner himself was willing to rolcaso his claim; 
hi* counsel, Mtswra. Thomas and Parker, volunteered their aid In raising 
the money, urged it, and interested themselves in its speedy accomplish* 
mot—oven in tho latest moment when it could bo effected, with cor*- 
-umdablo alacrity, they offered their assistance; tbo United Btales 
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somo other Commissioner, or elso carried off with no further 
mock trial. 1 think it would have been, done; but Com¬ 
missioner Loring was ready to do tho work demanded of 
him, and earn Ins twofold pay. 

Tho conduct of tho Governor requires somo explanation, 
The law of Massachusetts was cloven down by tho sword of 
tho Marshal; no officer could be found to servo tho writ of 
personal replovin, designed by the Massachusetts Legisla¬ 
ture to meet exactly such cases, and bring Mr. Bums before 
a Massachusetts court. Tho Governor could not bo induced 
to attend to it: Monday ho was at tho meeting of tho 
Biblo Society; Thursday at tho meeting of tho Sunday 
Schools. If tho United States Marshal had invaded tho 
sovereignty of South Carolina, where do you think her 
' Governor would have been P 

Tho conduct of tho Mayor of Boston deserves to bo 
remembered. Ho had tho police of tho city in Court 
Square, aiding tho kidnapper. It was not their fault. 
Thoy served against their will Captain Hayes, of tho 
police, that day magnanimously resigned his charge* ** The 
Mayor called out tho soldiers at great cost, to somo one. 


Commissioner himself consented to bo at his post unt“*« midnight of 
Saturday, to giro his official ecrvicc for tho object—I repost, in now of 
all theso considerations, tho conclusion must como homo irresistibly to 
every candid mind, that them was ono personage who, officially or indi¬ 
vidually, in this connection oilier did db, or left undone, something 
whereby his interference bocamo essential to a less painfhl termination 
of this case. 


**HcspoclfnDy, 

“Euiimom Wilus.” 


! 


* Eero is the nolo of Hr. Hayes to tho city Authorities; ono day his 
children will deem it a nobio trophy:— , 

** Boston, Jons i, last 

w To His Honour tho Itayor and tho Aldcm.cn of tho Oity of Baton :• 

“ Through all tho excitement attendant upon tho arrest and trial ot 
tho ihgiiivo by tho United States Government, I have not received an 
order which I baro ‘conceived inconsistent with my duties as an officer 
of tho polico until this day, at which time I havo received an order which, 
If performed, would implicate mo in tV,o execution of that infamous 
* Fugitiro Slave Bill.’ 

“ I therefore resign tho office which I now hold os A Captain of tho 
Watch and i’olioo from this hour, 11 jum, 

“ Most respectfully yours, 

" Joseph K. Hatm." 
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Ho did tliis on his own responsibility. Five Aldermen 
havo publicly protested against tlio breach of honour and 
justice. After the wicked deed was over, he attended a 
meeting of Sunday School children in Funeuil Jlall. 'When 
ho was introduced to tho audience, “Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings ” came a hiss ! At night, the “ citir.cn 
soldiery ” had a festival. Tho Mayor was at +hc supper, 
and toasted tho military—eating and drinking and making 
merry. W? did they care, cr he, that an innocent 
citizen of 13oi.t'.n was sent into bondage for ever, and by 
their hands! The agony of Mr„ Burns only flavoured their 
cup. So tho butcher’s dog can enjoy himself in tho 
shambles, while tho slaughter of the innocent goes on 
around him, “ battening on garbage ! ’’ 

Thus, on the 2nd of June, Boston sent into bondage 
tho second victim. It ought to have been fifteen days 
later—the 17th of June. What a spectacle it was ! 
The day was brilliant; there was not a cloud; all about 
Boston there was a ring of happy summer loveliness; tho 
fpreen beauty of June; the grass, the trees, the heaven, tho 
light; and Boston itself was the theatre of incipient civil 
war! 

Wlmt a day lor Boston ! Citizens applauding that a 
man was to bo carried into bondage 1 Drunken soldiers, 
hardly able to stand in the street, sung their ribald song— 
“ Oh, cany' rao back to old Virginia l'* * 

Daniel Webster lies buried at Marshfield ; but his dead 

• I copy thin from one of the newspaper* 

" The Pay cf the Ihti&n Military far (heir Aid in the Rendition af Anthenj 
Murat. 

"We write with tm * iron pen' for tho benefit of tomo future hUlorian, 
that in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-four, in tho City 
of Ronton, there vraa received for their aid in consigning to tho bondage 
of American chattel Slavery one Anthony 11 urn*,—by tho grace of God 
and hU own effort* a freeman,—by the Independent volunteer militia of 
Said dty, the following sum*:— 

“National Lancer*, Cepi. Wilm&rth .... $$20.00 

Boston Light Dragoon*, Copt. Wright .... 1,123.00 ^ 

Fifth Begun wit ofArtillery, by Coi. Covrdin, for him- 

nclf, atalT, and regiment.3,010.00 

Bouton Light Infantry, Capt. ftogera . . . . 400.00 
New England Guard*, Capt Hen*hair . . . 432.00 
Pulaski Guard*, Capt. Wright.323.00 

, Burton I.u;ht Guard, Capt, Follett .... 500.00 
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hand put the chain on Anthony Burns. Last winter it 
was proposed to build him a monument. He needs it not. 
Hancock has none; Samuel Adams sleeps in a nameless 
grave; John Adams has not a stone. We arc their monu¬ 
ments ; tho homage of the people is their epitaph. Daniel 
Webster also bad his monument last Friday. It was the 
Court House crowded with two hundred and twenty United 
St- tes soldiers and flanked with a cannon. His monu¬ 
ment reached all the way from John Hancock’s house in 
Court Street to the T Wharf; nay, it went far out to sea 


Boston City Guard, Capt, French.433.00 

(of which $100 was paid by order to Gcorgo Young 
for ' refreshment*,') 

Boston Independent Fusiieers, Capt Cooley . . 320.00 
Washington Light Infantry, Capt. Upton . . . 63G.OO 
Mechanic Infantry, Capt. Adams .... 423.00 

National Guard, Lieut. Harlow commanding. . . 416.00 

Union Guard, Capt. Brown. 470.00 

Sarsfield Guard, Capt. Hogan ..... SuS.Ow 
Boston Independent Cadets, Capt. Araory . . . 1,136,00 
Boston Light Artillery, Capt. Cobb . . . . 163.00 

Major-General Edmaud# and staff .... 715.00 

Major Piorco and stall of tho First Biltaliou Light 

Dragoons.146.00 

Colonel Holbrook and staff of iho first Regiment cf 

Light Infantry.26.00 

Brigadier-Gens, al Andrews and staff of the First 

Brigade. 107.50 

Major Burbank and staff of the Third Battalion of 

Light Infantry . . . . . . 76.00 

William Bead, hardware and sporting apparatus 

dealer, for ammunition . . . ... 155.23 


Total . . $13,115.78'’ 

Tho sum paid to tho ciril officers of Boston for their services has not 
yet been mad© public. 

Mr. Burn* was subsequently sold to Darid McDaniel, of Nash county, 
N. C., on condition that ho " should «ever be told to go North," A most 
piteous letter was received from him in January, 1855, full of pious grati¬ 
tude to all who sought to prrstrrvo for him tho unalienable Right to Life, 
Liberty, and tho Pursuit of Happiness. 

Presently, after Commissioner luring had accomplished his “ legal" 
kidnapping, ho tried to purchaso a piceo of meat of a noble-hearted 
batcher in Boylston Market. “I will tako that pig,” said tho Com¬ 
missioner. H You can't l*avo it,” replied tho butcher. " What, is it 
sold?” M No, sir! But you can’t buy your meat of me. I want nono of 
your blood-money. It would bra nuy yociri 

Iler. Nchemiah Adams, D.D., subsequently sent to tho Commissioner 
a presentation copy of his South Side 1‘iVto if Shiver y, with tho author's 
regard* 1 
VOL. VI. 
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in the Revenue Cutter, and is borne seaward or shoreward. 
Conquer your prejudices! No higher law! On tho brass 
camion you could read, I still live. 

Mr. 13urns was seized oil that day which tho Christian 
church lias consecrated to two of tho martyrs, Saints 
Donation and Rogation. They seem to have been put to 
death by Rictiua Varus, the Commissioner of Belgio and 
Celtic Gaul. They suffered death at Nantes. They, were 
impoaclied for professing themselves Christians. Simplo 
death was not torment enough for being a Christian 
in tho year 287. They were put to the rack first. Their 
bodies, still held in great veneration, now sleep their dusty 
slumber in the great cathedral of tho town. The antiqua¬ 
rian traveller wonders at tho statues of those two martyrs 
still standing at the corner of tho Money-Changers’ Street, 
and telling the tale of times when tho Christians only suf¬ 
fered persecution* St. Rogatian’s day was not on unfitting 
timo for Puritanic Boston to steal a man! 

The day on which Mr. Burns was sent from Boston into 
Alexandrian bondage is still more marked in tho Christian 
church. It is consecrated to a noblo army of martyrs who 
tasted death at Vienna, in Gaul,—now Vienne, in tho 
south of France—in the year 178 after Christ. I. shall 
never forget tho little town, onco famous and eminent, 
where the dreadful cw nt took place. A letter written..F 
is said, by St. Irenams himself details the. saddening his¬ 
tory. It begins, “Wo tbo Servants of Christ [Mr. Everett 
might translate it ‘ Slaves’], dwelling nt Vienna and 
Lyons in Gaul to the brethren in Asia and Phrygia wh" 
have the same faith and hope with us. Peace, and Grace, 
and Glory from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus 
Christ." The whole letter is a most touching memorial of 
tho faithful piety of tho Christians in days when it cost life 
to be religious. Anybody may read -what remains of it 
in Eusebius. Hero is the story in short:—> 

A law was passed forbidding Christiana to bo out of 
their own houses “ in any place whatsoever." Tho most 
cruel punishments were denounced against all persons 
who professed the Christian religion. 

Tho Governor, who was also a commissioner appointed 
for persecuting and murdering tho Christians, nad the 
most prominent members of the Church arrested and 
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brought before him. In the “ examination '* they wore 
treated with such cruelty that Vettiua Epagathus, a 
Christian of distinguished family, undertook their defence, 
a man so exactly virtuous, that, though young, ho won tho 
honour of old Zaclinrias —“ walking in all tho command¬ 
ments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.” Tho com¬ 
missioner asked him, “Art thou also a Christian ?” Epa¬ 
gathus made his “ admission " in a loud voice, and shared 
tho fate of the martyrs. Tho Christians called him tho 
Comforter of Christians,—“ for ho had tho Comforter, tho 
Spirit, in him, more than Zacharies himself;” a title ns 
hateful then ns Friend of tho Slave now is in tho Court or 
tho Church of Kidnappers in Boston. 

Sanctus, the Deacon ; Muturus, u now convert; Attalus, 
from Asia Minor, one of tho pillars of the Church ; Blni - 
dina, a female Slave ; Pothinus, ninety years old, and 
Bishop of Lyons, hard by, were put to the most cruel 
tortures. Four of them were exposed to the wild beasts 
in tho amphitheatre to divert the spectators ! Blandina 
was fastened to a post to be eaten up by the beasts, and 
when they left her untouched, tho Marshal haled her to 
prison again. " But, last of all, St. Bhnulinn, like a well¬ 
born mother who has nursed her children and sent than 
victorious to the King, harmed after them, rejoicing and 
leaping for joy nt her departure; thrown, indeed, to tho 
wild beasts, she went us if invited to a bridal feast; and 
after tho scourging, after tho exposure to wild beasts, after 
the chair of fire, she was wrapped in a net and tossed by a 
bull—and at last killed.” Others fell with them: Pon- 
ticus, o boy of fifteen ; Alexander tho Phrygian, and many 
more. They were tortured vitli cudgels, with whips, with 
wild beasts, and red-hot plates of iron ; at last they died, 
ono by one. The tormentors threw their dead bodies to 
the dogs: come raged and gnashed their teeth over tho 
dead, Peking to take yet more abunda.it vengeance thereon; 
others laughed and made mockery thereof. And others, 
more gentle, seeming to sympathize as much as they dared, 
made grievous reproaches, and said, “ "Where is now their 
God, and of what profit is their piety, which they loved 
better even than their own life ! Now wo shall see if they 
will ever rise from the dead, and ii their God can help and 
deliver them out of our hands !’* 

*u 2 
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So tilings went at Allobroginn Vienna on the 2nd of 
June, sixteen hundred and seventy-six years ago Inst 
Friday. The murder of those Christians was just as 
“ legal ” as cho rendition of Anthony Burns. It would 
bo curious io know what the " respectable ” men of the 
town said thereupon : to see the list of fifteen hundred 
citizens volunteering tb Ir aid ; to read the hitter of nine 
hundred and eighty-seven men thanking the commissioner 
for touching their conscience. The preaching of the priests 
must have Wen edifying:—“I would drive a Christian 
away from my own door! I would murder my own 
mother! 

Doubtless some men said," The statute which commands 
the torturous murder of men, women, ami children, for no 
crime hut piety, if constitutional, is wicked and cruel." 
And doubtless some heathen “ Chief-Justice Barker ” 
choked down the rising conscience of mankind, and an¬ 
swered, " Whether the statute is a harsh one or not, it is 
not for us to determine."* No ! it is not for the blood¬ 
hound to ask whether the victim he rends to quivering 
fragments is a sinner or a saint; the bloodhound is to bite, 
and not consider; he lias teeth, not conscience. The 
Fugitive Slave Bill Commissioner is not to do justly, and 
lovo mercy, and walk humbly with his God ; he is to 
kidnap men in Boston at ten dollars a head ! The pagan 
murder of Chiistiars at. Vienna under Aureliun, did not 
differ much from the Christum kidnapping of Mr. Burns 
ir Boston under Bierce. But, alas for these times—it is 
not recorded of the Homans that any heathen Judge of 
l’robato camo forward and volunteered to butcher tho 
widows and orphans of the early Church ! Then tho tor¬ 
mentor worshipped Mars and Bellomi; now ho sits in tho 
Church of Jesus Christ. 

Boston chase a lit day to consummate her second kid¬ 
napping. St. IWthinusa was a Christian preacher, so w»s 
Anthony Burns—** a minister of the* Baptist denomina¬ 
tion,*’ “ regularly ordained!" Commissioner Loring could 
not lmvo done Witter than select this time to execute his 
“ decision." On St. Bothinus's day, let Anthony Burns 
Iks led to a martyrdom more atrocious! The African 

• Itefewnco is hero in ado to ihr< words used l v CommissiomT Ixirlnj; 
in l is “decision,** citing the words of (ho late CLicf-Jiiaiicd 1’arker. 
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churches of Boston may write a letter to-day,* which throb 
or four thousand years lienee will sound as strange .as now 
the Epistle of St. Irenauis. Sixteen hundred and ccvenvy-' 
six years hence, it may Iks thought the Marshal’s '‘guard’* 
i-, a fair match for the bullies who tortured Blaudinn. In 
the next world the District Marshal may shako hands with 
the heathen murderer who put the boy Positions to cruel 
death. I make no doubt there were men at the comers of 
the streets who clapped hands, ns one by ono tho lions in 
the public square rent the Christian maidens limb from 
limb, and strewed the ground with human flesh yet palpi¬ 
tating in its severed agony. Boston can furnish mates for 
them. But tho Judge of Probate, the teacher of a Sunday- 
school, tho member of a church of Christ,—he may wander 
through all Hades, peopled thick with Homan tormentors, 
nor never meet with a heathen guardian of orphans who 
can be his match. lad him pass by. Declamation can 
add nothing to his deed. 

“To gild refined gold, to paint tho lily, 

To throw a perfume on tho violet. 

To smooth tho ice, or add another huo 
Unto the rainbow, or with taper light 
To seek tho Iwaufeou* eye of heaven to garnish, 

Is wasteful and ridiculous ereess." 

Ko doubt the commissioner for murdering the Christians 
at Vienna reasoned us “ legally ” and astutely in the second 
century as tho Fugitive Slave Bill Commissioner at Boston 
in the nineteenth. Perhaps the “ argument ’’ was after 
this wise:—* 

" This statute lias been decided to bo constitutional by 
tho unanimous opinion of the Judges a he Supremo Court 
of the Province of Gaul, after the fuh it argument and tho 
matured deliberation, to be tho law of this province, ns well 
as and because it is n constitutional law of tho Homan 
Empire; and the w iso words of our revered chief-justice f 
may well bo repeated now, and remembered always. Tho 
chief-justice says : — 

“ ' The torture, persecution, and murder of Christians 
was not created, established, or perpetuated by tho const i- 

* Sco tha Commissioner's " decision.'' 

t lion. Lemuel KHaw. Kee Ida “ opi-iion " on tho constitutionality of 
tho Fugitive Slaro Hill, it 7 Cue lung’s lUpcris, p. 23f>, rf ttq. 
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tutien; .it 'existed boforo; :t would liavo existed h tlio 
constitution, had not been mtulo. Tho framers of tho 
Ooiis'titeuon ‘could not abrogate tho custom of perricuting, 
torturing, and murdering Christians, or tho rights claimed 
under it. They took it as thoy found it, and regulated it. 
to a limited extent. Tho constitution, therefore, is not 
responsible for the origin or continuance of this custom of 
persecuting, torturing, and murdering Christians—tho pro¬ 
vision it contains was tho best adjustment which could bo 
made of conflicting rights and claims to persecute, torture, 
and murder, and was absolutely necessary to effect what 
may now be considered as tho general pacification by which 
harmony and peace should take tho place of violenco and 
war. These woro tho circumstances, and this tl. spirit in 
which the constitution was made—tho regulation of perse¬ 
cution, torture, and murder of Christians, so far as to pro¬ 
hibit provinces by law from harbouring fugitive Christians, 
was an essential clement in its formation; and tho union 
intended to bo established by it was essentially necessary 
to the peace and happiness and highest piospcrity of nil 
tho provinces and towns. In this spirit, and with these 
views steadily in prospect, it seems to bo tho duty of all 
judges and magistrates to expound and apply these pro¬ 
visions in tho constitution and laws of tho Roman Empire, 
and in this spirit it behoves all persons bound to obey 
tho laws of tho Roman Empire to consider and regard 
them.' 

H Thoreforo Christianas ad Leant *—Lot tho Christiana 
be tom to pieces by tho wild beasts." 

"Wednesday, tho 24th of Slay, tho city was all calm 
and still. The poor black man was at work with ono 
of his own nation, earning an honest livelihood. A Judgo 
of Probate, Poston horn and Boston bred, a man in easy 
circumstances, a professor in Havant College, was sitting 
in his office, and with a singlo spurt of liis pen ho dashes 
off tho liberty of a man—a citizen of Massachusetts. IIo 
kidnaps a man endowed by his Creator with the unalien- 
ablo right to life, liberty, and tho pursuit of happiness. 
Ho leaves tho writ with tho Marshal, and goes homo to 
his family, caresses his children, and enjoys his cigar. 
Tho frivolous smoko curls round his frivolous head, and at 
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length ho lays him down to sleep, and, I suppose, such 
dreams ns haunt such heads. But when ho wakes next 
morn, all tho winds of indignation, wrath, rind honest 
scorn, arc let loose. Before night, they are blowing all 
over this commonwealth—ay, before another night they 
havo gone to the Mississippi, and wherever tho lightning 
messenger can tell tho tale. So have I read in an old 
mediaeval legend, that one summer afternoon there came 
up a f< shape, all hot from Tartarus,” from hell below, but 
garmented and garbed to represent a civil-suited man, 
masked with humanity. Ho walked quiet and decorous 
through Milan's stately streets, and scattered from his 
hand an invisible dust. It touched the wails; it lay on 
tho streets; it ascended to tho cross on tho minster's 
utmost top. It went down to tho beggar's don. Peace¬ 
fully ho walked through tho streets, vanished and went 
home. But tho next morning, tho pestilence was in 
Milan, and ere a week had sped half her population were 
in their graves; and half tho other half, crying that hell 
was clutching at their hearts, fled from tho reeking City 
of tho Plague! 

Why did the Commissioner do all this ? He know* tho 
consequences that must follow. Ho knew what Boston 
was. Wo have no monument to Hancock and Adams; 
but still wo keep their graves; and Boston, tho dear old 
mother that boro them, yet in her bosom hides tho honoured 
bones of men whom armies could not terrify, nor England 
bribo. Their spirit only sleeps. Tread roughly, tread 
roughly on tho spot—their spirit rises from the ground! Ho 
knew that hero wero men who never will bo silent when 
wrong is done. He knew Massachusetts; he knew Boston; 
ho knew that tho Fugitivo Slave Bill had onl) raked tho 
ashes over fires which wero burning still, and that a breath 
might scatter those ashes to tho winds of heaven, and bid 
tho slumbering embers flame. Had ho determined already 
what should happen to Anthony Burns r Ho know' what 
had befallen Thomas Sims. Did ho wish another inhabitant 
of Boston whipped to death ? 

I have studied the records of crime—it is a part of my 
ministry. I do not find that any college professor has 
over been hanged for murder in all the Anglo-Saxon 
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family of men, till Harvard Col lego had that solitary 
shame. Is not that enough ? Now she is tho first to have 
a professor that kidnaps men. “ Tho Athens of America ” 
furnished both. 

I can understand how a man commits a crime of passion, 
or covetousness, or rage,—nay, of revenge, or of ambition. 
But for a man in Boston, with nc passion, no covetousness, 
no rage, with no ambition nor revenge, to steal a poor negro, 
to send him into bondage,—I cannot comprehend tho fact. 
I can understand the consciousness of a lion, not a kid¬ 
napper's heart. Once .Mr. Boring defined a lawyer to be 
“ a human agent for effecting a human purpose by human 
means." Here, and now, tho Commissioner seems an 
inhuman agent for effecting an inhuman purpose by 
inhuman means. * 

I belong to a school that reverences the infinite perfection 
of Cod,—if, i deed, there he such a school. I believe, also, 
in tho nobleness of man ; hut last week my faith was 
somewhat sorely tried. As I looked at that miscreant 
crew, the kidnapper’s body-guard, and read in their faces 
the record and the prophecy of many a crime, 

" Felons by UitS hand of nature marked, 

Quoted and signed to do a deed of shame," 

I could explain and not despair., They wero tools, not 
agents. But as I looked into the Commissioner’s face, 
mild and amiable, a face I have respected, not without 
seeming cause; as I remembered his breeding and his 
culture, Ills social position, his membership of a Christian 
church, and then thought of the crime he was committing 
against humanity, with no temptation, I asked myself, can 
this bo true ? Is man thus noble, made in the dear imago 
of tho father God ? Is my philosophy a dream : or are 
these facts a lie ? 

But there is another court. Tho Empsons and tho 
Dudleys have been summoned there before; Jeffreys and 
Scroggs, tlio Kanes, and tho Curtises, and the Lorings, 
must ono day travel tho game unwelcome road. Imngino 
tho seeno after man’s mythologie way. “ Edward, where 
is thy brother Anthony?” “I know not; am I my 
brother’s keeper, Lord ?” “ Edward, where is thy brother 
Anthony?” “Oh, Lord, ho was friendless, and so I 
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smote him ; he was poor, and I starved him of more than 
life. He owned nothing but his African body. I took 
that away from him, and gave it to another man !” 

Then listen to the voice of the Crucified—“ Hid I not 
tell thee, when on earth, ' Thou shalt love tko Lord thy 
God with all thy understanding and thy heart ?' ” “But 
I thought thy kingdom was not of this world.” 

" Bid I not tell thee that thou shouldst lovo thy 
neighbour as thyself ? Where is Anthony, thy brother ? 
I was a stranger, and you sought my lifo ; naked, and you 
rent away my skin ; in prison, and you delivered mo to 
tho tormentors—fate far worse 'than death. Inasmuch 
ns you did it to Anthony Burns, you did it unto rac.” 

The liberty of America was never in greater peril than 
now. Hessian bayonets wero not half so dangerous ns tho 
gold of the National treasury in the bauds of this Adminis¬ 
tration. Wliich shall conquer, Slavery or Freedom ? That 
is tho question. The two cannot long exist side by side. 
Think of tho poril; remember the rapacity of this Admin¬ 
istration ; its reckless leaders: think of Douglas, Cushing, 
and the rest. They aimed at tho enslavement of Nebraska. 
The Northern majority in Congress yielded that. 

Now they aim at llavti nnu Cuoa. Shall they carry 
that point ? Surely, unless wo do our duty. Shall Slavery 
be established at the North, at tho West, and tho East; in 
all the free States ? Mr. Toombs told Mr. Hale—“ Before 
long the master will sit clown at tho foot of Bunker Hill 
Monument with his slaves.” Will do it. He has done it 
already, and not an officer in tho State of Massachusetts 
made tho least resistance. Our law's w'ero trod down by 
insolent officials, and Boston ordered out her soldiers to 
help tho disgraceful deed. Strange that wo should bo 
asked to make the fetters wliich are to chain us. Mr. Suttlo 
is only a feeler. Soon there will bo other Suttlcs in Boston, 
Let them coma! 

It is not only -wicked ; it is costly. The kidnapping of 
Mr. Burns must have cost in nil nfc least one hundred 
thousand dollars, including tho loss of time and travelling 
expenses of our friends from tho country'. Tho publican’s 
bill for feeding tho Marshal's crew is already more than 
six thousand dollars! 
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Consider tlio demoralization of tho people produced 
by such a deed, Mr. Dana was knocked dowi ; n tho 
street by one of tho Marshal's posse—us it is abunuantly 
proved.® Tho blow might easily have been fatal. It is 
long since a bully has attacked a respects',bio citizen in 
Boston before. Hereafter I fear it will be- more common. 
You cannot employ such a body-guard as the Marshal hud 
about him in such business without greatly endangering 
tho safety of tho persons and the property of tho town. 
Wo shall hs&v from them again. What a spectacle it was ; 
tho army of the United States, the soldiers of Boston, 
sending an innocent man into Slavery! What a lesson to 
the children in tho Sunday Schools — to tho vagrant 
children, in the rircets, who have no school but tho Sights 
of tho City ! What a lesson of civilization to the Irish 
population of Boston ! Men begin to understand tlm. 
There never was so much Anti-Slavery feeding in Boston 
before—never so much indignation in ray day. If a law 
aims at justice, though it fail of the marie we will respect 
tho law-'—not openly resist it or with violence: wait a 
little, arm amend it or repeal it. But when tho law aims 
at injustice, op?m, manifest, palpable wickedness, why, wo 
must bo cowards and fools too, if wo submit. 

Massachusetts has never felt so humiliated before. 
Souliers of the Government enforcing a law in peaceful 
Boston, tho most- orderly of Christian cities! Wo huvo 
had no such thing since the .Declaration of Independence ! 
Tho rendition of Mr. Burns fills Now England with 
sorrow and bitter indignation. The people tolled the bells 
at Plymouth. Tho bones of the forefathers gave that 
response to tho kidnappers in Boston. At Manchester and 
several other towns they did the same. To-day, ministers 
are preaching an never brier e. What will it all come to? 
Men carno t.rs Boston peacefully last week. Will thoy 
always come. 11 with only tho arms God gave ?” One day 
in the seventeenth century live thousand country gentlemen 
rode into- London with n ” petition to tho King”—with 
only the arms God gave them. Hot long after they wont 

* The culprit was h-rid in trilling bail by tho Court, one of tho Mar- 
sharp gang iKeomo his purely. But tho rufcmn absconded, was Kuhse- 
qumitly arrested at New Orleans, and sent to tho House of Correction 
for ei year and a Half. 
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thither inUi Oliver Cromwell at their head and other 
" armn^ which God also had given. May such tinier 
never return \n No \v England i *' 

"PM -want no nuihnc&s, but calm, considorato action, 
deliberate, prudent far-seeing. The Fugitive Slave Bill 
is a long wedge, thin at ono end, wide at tho other ; it is 
entered between tho bottom planks of our Ship or State ; 
a few blows thereon will on force” more than tho South 
thinks of. A little more,—and wo shall go to pieces. Mon 
talk wildly just rmw, and 1 do not credit what cool men cay 
in this heat.. But I seo what may conic—*what muM come, if 
a few more blows bo struck in that quarter. It woo only 
Mr. Webster's power to manufacture public opinion by 
his giant will and immense eloquence, which made tho 
North submit at (ill to the Fugitive Slave Bilk IIo strained 
hispower to tho utmost—and died! Now there is th> Webster 
or Clay ; not even n Calhoun ; not a first-rate man in tho 
Pro-Slavery party, North or South. Slavery is not well 
manned—many hands, dirty, cunning, stealthy,—not a 
single great, able head. 

The cowardice of Mr. Everett has excited ilio clorgy of 
New England; of all tho North. They cro stung with 
the reproach of tho people, and ashamed of their own past 
neglect. Tho Nebraska Bill opens men's eyes.* Agitation 
was never so violent as at this day. Tho prospect of a war 
with Spain is not inviting to man who own ships, and 
want a clear sea and open market. Pirates, privateers,*— 

- ® White this Sermon in posing ItmmgU tho press, I find the following 
paragraph in n. newspaper:— 

** Ono of tho Fourth of July celebrations nt Columbus, On., was tho 
*mle of ninety c>r n hundred mors, wmnfis, and boys, by the order of 
Jtobert Toombs, United States Senator. Kero is tho advortisunsr.1 
“ * Ammrmxxou’G Bavh -— Will bo sold on the first Ttte-ulay in July 
next, at tho Court, Houw door of Stewart County, within tho usual boon; 
of rale, between ninety and ono hundred negroes, consisting of men, 
mi non, boys, etc, These nt p'oes a to all very likely, and berwosm forty 
and fifty of tho number are men and boys. Sold M tho property of 
Henry J. Pope, deceased, in pnrwmineo of an order of tho Court of 
Ordinary of Stewart County, for tho benefit of 'noire and crwlitertf. 
Terms of gale, & credit (with interest) until 25lb Dev-ember next, 

Romet Too mis, 

u * Adm’r of Henry J. Pope, deeeasad.’ 

“ f Hor, women, and boy.?,' bought on tho Fourth of Juiy,-~p&id for on 
CStfistm&s!” 



108 


ras jnsw CRIME 

Algerine, Oriel:, Spanish, Portuguese, West Indian,—arc 
not welcome to the thoughts of men. Tho restoration of 
fbo Slave Trade is not. quite agreeable to tho formers and 
mechanics of the North. This attempt to seize a man 
in Boston; the display of force; the insolence of tho 
officials; tho character of tho men concerned in this 
iniquity—all is offensive. Then there was insult, open and 
intentional. Mr. Burns was carried through State Street 
at 1 * high change. 1 '' Boston merchants feel as they never 
did before. All Massnehmotts is incensed. Tho wrath of 
Massachusetts is slow, hut she has wrath, has courage, 
(s perseverance of tho saints.” 

Let us do nothing rashly. Whitt is done hastily must 
be done over again—it is not well done. This is what I 
would recommend. 

" 1, A convention of all Massachusetts, without distinc¬ 
tion of party, to take measures to preserve the rights of 
Massachusetts. For this wo want some now and stringent 
laws for the defence of personal liberty, for punishing all 
wlio invade it on our soil. We want powerful men as 
officers ic) execute these laws. 

2. A general convention of all tho Stales to organize for 
mutual protection against this now master. 

It is not speeches that we want—but action ; not rash, 
crazy action, but calm, deliberate, systematic action—- 
organisation for tho defence of personal liberty and the 
State Bights of tho North. Now h a good time ; let us 
act with cool energy. By all means let us do something, 
else the liberties of America go to ruin—then, what curses 
shall mankind heap upon us ! 

“ Amt deep, nml more deep—as tho iron la driven,— 

Hate slaves, will the whet of our agony be, 

When wo think—ns the damned Imply think of the Heaven 
They had ones in their reach—that wo might liavo bean free. 1 * 

But, my friends, out of all this dreadful evil wo can 
bring relief. Tho remedy is in our hearts and hands. Ctod 
works no miracles. There is power in human nature to 
end this wickedness. God appointed the purpose, provided 
tho means—a divine purpose, human means. Only bo 
faithful, and in duo time wo shall triumph over tho 
destroyer. Every nohlo quality of man works with us; 
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each itfIribufc of God. "We arc Ifis instruments. Let us 
faithfully do the appointed, work! Darkness is about us ! 
Journey forward ; light is b.'foro us ! 

“ O Goa 1 , who In ihy .-lean- «!i!l Jutaven 
Dost sit run! wail to «©o 
Tho error*, sufferings, anil crimes 

Iln .v d'ep be thy Cnvral love, 

How Whole thy final care, 
ftineu Thau wba rutsgfc all aboro 
Can.it- see, and yd esust bear!’’ * 


Hens .Appendix. 



A SERMON 


or r»j; 

.DAGGERS ‘WHICH THREATEN THE RIGHTS 


Pxikacu:;i> at un: Meric H'.vu., ok Sukiuy, Jci.t 2, 185-i. 


“ And Ho gtm) their, their request 5 but R«»t lvemne&t into thvir soul.*’— 
l’SAUl cvi. 15. 

Next Tuesday -will be the seventy-eighth anniversary of 
American Independence. The day suggests a national 
subject as theme for meditation tins morning. The con¬ 
dition of America makes it a dork and 0 sad meditation. I 
ask your attention, therefore, to a “Sermon A the Dangers 
which threaten the Rights of Man in America.” 

The human race is permanent as the Mississippi, and 
like that hi fed from springs which never dry; but the 
several nations are as Heeling as its waves. In the great 
tide of humanity, States come up, one after the other, a 
wave or a bubble; each lasts its moment, then dies—puttied 
off, forgot: 

" Of Hko tht» snow-folia in the river, 

■ A moment white—then melU for ever, 1 ’ 

while the great stream of humanity rolls ever forward, 
from time to eternity :—not a wave needless ; not a rmow 
Hake, no drop of rain or dew, no ephemeral bubble, but 
has ha function to perform in that vast, unmeasured, never- 
ending stream. 

How powerless appears a single man I Ho is one of a 
thousand million men ; the infinitesimal of a vulgar frac¬ 
tion ; one leaf on a particular tree in the forest. A single 
nation, like America, is a considerable part of mankind 
now living; but when compared with the human race of all 
time, past ami to come, it seems us nothing ; it is but one 



DAGGERS WHICH THREATEN THE BIGHTS OF MAN. Ill 


Lough in (ho woods. Nay, the population, of the earth, to¬ 
day, i?j Lut oho tree in the wide primeval forest of mankind,^ 
which covers the earth and outlasts tin agee. The leal 
may fail and not he missed from the Lough ; tho branch 
may bo rudely broken off, and its absence not marked ; tho 
ire-o will die and 1x3 succeeded by other trees in theforost, 
green with summer beauty, or foodful and prophetic with 
autumnal seed. Tree by tree, tho woods will pass away, 
and, unobserved, another forest take its place,'—arising, also, 
tree by tree. 

How various the duration of (States or .men—dying afc 
birth, or lasting long periods of time 1 Pot nio.ro than 
three thousand years?, Egypt stood tho queen of tho world’s 
young civilization, invincible as her own pyramids, which 
yet time and tho nations nliko respect. Prom Romulus, 
the first hulf-mythologie king of tho seven-hilled city, to 
Augmiulus, her last historic emperor, it is more than 
twelve centuries. A.t this day the Austrian, tho Spanish, 
tho French and German sovereigns wit each on ^ft long- 
descended throne. Victoria is “ daughter ot a hundred 
kings." Pope Pius the Ninth claims two hundred and 
fifty-six prcdtK.-e.wors, canonical and “ infallibly.” His 
clmir is reckoned more than eighteen hundred years old ; 
and it rests on an Etrurian platform yet ten centuries more 
ancient. Tho Turkish throne has been firmly fixed at 
Constantinop^o for four hundred years. Individual tyrants, 
like summer flies, are short-lived"; but tyranny is old and 
lasting. Tho family of ephemera, permanent umid tho 
fleeting, is yet as old as that of elephants, and will last us 
long. 

But free governments hare commonly been brief. If the 
Hebrew people* had well-nigh a thousand V'-ure of indepen¬ 
dent national life*, their Commonwealth lasted but about 
three centuries; tho dower of their literatu.ro and religion 
was but litti.c longer. Tho historic period of Greece begins 
7‘7fi n. c.; her independence was all over in six hundred 
and thirty years. The Roman deluge had swallowed it; up. 
No ILmcrdion and Pyrrha could re-peopla tho land with 
men. Her litid ; States—how brief was their hour of free¬ 
dom for tho people 1 From tho first annual atehon of 
Athens to her conquest by Philip, and tho death of her 
liberty, it was only two hundred and forty dive years! 
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Her tvee of freedom grew hi a narrow field of limo and 
briefly boro its age-outlasting fruit of science, literature, 
aud art, Now the tree is dead; its fragments are only 
curious Athenian stone. The Grecian colonies in tho East, 
JEtolian, Dorian, Ionian—bow fair they flourished in the 
despotic waste of Asia! bow soon those liberal blossoms 
died! Even her colonies in the advancing West had no 
long independent life. Cyreuc, Syracusa, Agrigcntnm, 
Crotona, Massilia Saguntum,—how soon they died i— 
flowers which the savage winter swiftly nipped. 

The Homan Commonwealth could not endure five hundred 
years. Her theocratic Turquin tho Proud must ho suc¬ 
ceeded by a more despotic dictator, with the syle of demo¬ 
crat ; and Home, abhorring still the name of King, see all 
her liberties laid low. The red sea of despotism opened to 
let pass one noble troop—the elder Brutus at the head, tho 
younger bringing up the rear—then closed again and 
swallowed up that worse than ./Egyptian host, clamouring 
only for <f bread and games ! ” 

The republics of Italy in the Middle Ages were no more 
fortunate. The half-Grecian Commonwealths, Naples, 
Amalphi, Gaeta,—whnt promise they onco held forth; 
mid what a warning fate f They were only bom to die, 
A similar destiny befell tho towns of more northern Italy, 
where freedom later found a home,—Milan, Padua, Genoa, 
'Verona, Venice, Bologna, Florence, Pisa- Nay, in tho 
midnight of tho dark ages, seven hundred years ago, in tho 
very city of the Popes and Caesars, in tho centre of that 
red Homan sea of despotism, there was a momentary spot 
of dry free land: and Arnaldo da Brescia eloquently spoke 
of "Konnm Liberty.'* The “Kuumu Bepubllc” fund 
“Honum Senate" became once more familiar words. 
Italian liberty, Lombard republics,—how soon they all 
went down ! No city—not even Florence—kept tho 
people's freedom safe three hundred years. Silently tho 
wealthy nobles and despotic priests sapped tho walls. Party 
spirit blinded tho eke clear eyes: “ the State may perish ; 
let the faction thrive.” Tho republicans sought to crush 
tho adjacent feeble States. They forgot justice, the higher 
law of God: unworthy of liberty, they fell and died ! Lot 
tho tyrant swallow' up the Italian towns; they were unfit 
for freedom, “ A generous disdain of ono man’s will is to 
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republics what chastity is (o woman they spumed this 
austere virtue. I/ct them servo their despots. “ Liborlv 
withdrew from a people who disgraced her name.” ' Let 
.Dante bur:. his poetic brand of infamy into the forehead 
of his countrymen. But while freedom lasted, how fair 
was her blossom, how rich, and sweet her fruit! "Wlmt 
rieh.es, what beauty, what science, letters, art, curno of that 
noble stock 1 Italy was tho world's wonder—for a day; 
its sorrow ever since. Bo the cactus flowers into one 
gorgeous ecstasy of bloom; then the excessive blossom, 
with withering collapse, swoons and dies of its voluptuous 
and tropical delight. 

Liberty wanders from the North, through Italy, the 
fairest of all earthly lands; then sits sadly down on tho 
tallest of the Alps, and once more reviews those famous 
towns; the jewels that adorn the purplo robe of history— 
all tarnished, shattered, spoiled. Slowly she turns her 
face northward and longs for hope. But even the Teutonic 
towns, where freedom ever wore a sober dress, were only 
spots of sunshine in a day of wintry storm. Swiss, Ger¬ 
man, Dutch, they were brief as fair. In Novogorod and 
in Poland, how soon was Slavonian freedom lost! 

So in a winter day in the country have I ocen a little 
frame of glass screening from tire northern snow and ice 
a nicely sheltered spot, where careful hands tended lie tic 
delicate plants, for beauty and for use. How fair tho 
winter garden seemed amid the wildcring snow, and else 
all-conquering frost! The little roses lifted up. their face 
and kissed the glass which sheltered from the storm. But 
anon, some rude hand broke the. frail barrier down,, and in 
an, hour Hie plants were frozen, stiff and dead; and tho 
little garden was all filled with snow and ice ;—algorden 
now no more! 

How often do you reo in a great city a man perish in his 
youth, bowed down by lusts of the body. The graves of 
such stand thick along tho highway of our mortal life,— 
numberless, nameless, or all too conspicuously marked.. 
Other men wo sen early bowed down by their ambition, 
and they live a life far worse than merely sensual death— 
themselves tho ghastliest monuments, beacons of ruin! 
A:u:\ so, along the highway that mankind treads, there are 
."ho open sepulchres of nations, which perished 01 their &:n; 

von, vi. i 
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or else trans formal to stone, Hie gloomy sphinxes sit thovc 
by tho wayside—a hnrtl, dread, awful lesson to the nations 
that pass by. Lot America, 

“ I'iu* Heir of all tho ages! and the youngest y x>m of timo 1 ” 

gather up ever}* jcvH which the prodigal scattered from 
his hand, look down, into his grave, and then confront 
these gloomy, awful sphinxes, and learn what lessons of 
guidance they have; dr of warning, if it alone is to bo 
found! Even the sphinx has a riddle which wo needs 
must learn, or else perish. 

Tho greater part of a nation’s lifo is not delight; it 
is discipline. A famous political philosopher, who has 
survived two revolutionary storms in Franco, has just now 
written, ” God has made the condition of all men more 
severe than they uro willing to believe. He causes them 
at all times to purchnso the success of their labours end 
the progress of their destiny at a dearer price than they 
had anticipated.” 

Tho merchimt knows how difficult it is to acquire ft 
great estate; tho scholar, youthful and impatient, well 
understands that tho way of science or of letters is steep 
and Jmrd to climb; tho farmer, knowing tho stern climate 
of New England, her niggard soil, rises early and rotires 
late, and is never off his guard. These men all thrive. 
Hut, alas! the people of America do not know on what 
severe conditions alono national welfare is to bo won. 
Human nature is yet only a New England soil and climate 
for freedom to grow in. 

Nations may como to an end through the decay of tho 
family they belong to; and thus they may die out of old 
ago,—for there is an infancy, manhood, and old ago to a 
nation as well as to a man. Then tho nation comes to a 
natural end, and like a shock of corn fully ripe, in its 
season it is gathered to its people. But I do not find that 
any State has thus lived out its destiny, and .lied a natural 
death. 

Again, States may perish by outward violence, military 
conquest,—for as tho lion in the wilderness eateth up the 
wild ass, so the strong nations devour tho weak. But. this 
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happened most often in ancient times, when men and 
States wore more rapacious even than now. 

Thirdly, States my perish through their own vice, 
moral or' political. Their national institutions may l>o 
n defc-ctivo ranch; .c which works badly, and fills of pro¬ 
ducing national welfare of body or spirit. It may not 
secure national unity of action—there being no national 
gravitation of the great masses which fly asunder; or it 
may fail of individual variety of action—haring no per¬ 
sonal freedom ; excessive natic:.al gravitation destroys indi¬ 
vidual cohesion, and pulls the people flat; the men arc 
slaves; they cannot reach the moral and spiritual welfare 
necessary for a notion’s continuous life. In both these 
cases the vice is political; the machinery is defective, made 
after false ideas. Or when the institutions are good and 
capable of accommodating the nation’s increase nnu growth, 
the ricj may bo moral, lying deeper in the character of tho 
people. They may have a false and unimprovable form of 
religion, which suits not the nature ef man or of God, and 
which consequently produces a false system of morals, and 
so corrupts tho nation’s heart Thoy may Ixjcomo selfish, 
gross, cowardly, atheistic, and so decay inwardly and perish. 
If left all alone, such a people will rot down and die of 
internal corruption. Mexico is in a perishing condition 
to-day; so is Spain ; so are somo of the young nations of 
South America, and some of tho old of Asia and Europe. 
Nothing can over savo Turkey,—not all the arms of all the 
allied West; and though Protestant and Catholic join 
hands, Christendom cannot propagate Mahometanism, nor 
keep it from going down. 

Leave these nations to their into and they will die. But 
commonly, they arc not left- to themselves; other people 
rash in and conquer. Tho wild individual man is rapa¬ 
cious by instinct. The present nations are rapacious 
also by calculation; thoy prey on feeble States. Tho 
hooded crow of Europe watches for the sickly snoop. In 
America tho wolves prowl round tho hard of buffaloes and 
seize tho sickly, the wounded, and the old. And so there 
arc scavengers of tho nations,—fillibusters, tho flesh-flies 
and carrion-vultures of the world, who have also their 
function to perform. Wealth mid power arc never left 
without occupants*. Homo was corrupt, her institutions 
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bad, her religion worn out, her morals desperate ; northern 
nations came upon her. “ Wheresoever the body is, thither 
the eagles will be gathered together.’' 

In Europe there are nations in this stale of decay, from 
moral or political vice. All the Italo-Greek populations, 
most of the Celto-Eomtm, all the Celtic, all the old Asiatic 
populations— f he Hungarians and Turks. The Teutonic 
and Slavic families alone seem to prosper, full of vigorous, 
new life, capable of making new improvements, to suit the 
altered phases of the world. 

In America there is only one family ir. a condition of 
advance, of hardy health. Spanish America is in a state 
of decay; sho has a bad form of religion, and bad morals ; 
her republics only “ guarantee the right of assassination 
un empire is her freest state. But in the north of North 
America the Anglo-Saxon British colonies rapidly advance 
in material and spiritual development, and one day doubt¬ 
less they will separate from the parent stem and become 
an. independent tree. The roots of England run tinder the 
ocean; they come up in Africa, India, Australia, America, 
in many an. island of all the seas. Great fresh, living 
trunks grow up therefrom, Ono day these offshoots will 
become self-supporting, with new and independent roots, 
and ore long will separate from the parent; stem; then there 
will he a great Anglo-Saxon trunk in Australia, another 
in India, another in Africa, another in the north of our 
own continent, and yet others scattered over the manifold 
islands of tho sea, an Anglo-Saxon forest of civilization. 

But- in tho centre of tho North American continent, the 
same Anglo-Saxons have passed from their first condition 
of scattered and dependent colonies, and become a united 
and independent nation, fivc-and-twenly millions strong. 
Our fellow-countrymen hero in America compose one- 
fortieth part of all tho inhabitants of the globe. Wo aro 
now making tho greatest political experiment which tho 
sun over looked down upon. 

Hirst, we are seeking to found a State on industry, and 
not war. All the prizes of America arc rewards of toil, 
not fighting. Wo are ruled by the constable, not by the 
soldier. It is only in exceptional cases, when the liberal 
institutions of America are to be trodden under foot-, that 
tho constable disappears, and the red arm of the soldier 



TJJK RIGHTS OF MAN IN AMERICA. 


117 


clutches at. tho people's throat. That is the first part of 
our scheme—we are aiming to found an industrial State. 

Next, the national theory of the government is a demo¬ 
cracy—tho government of all, by all, for all. All officers 
depend on election, none ure foreordained. There are to bo 
no special privileges, only natural, universal rights. 

It would be a fair spectacle,—a grout industrial Com¬ 
monwealth, spread, over half tho continent, and folding in 
its bosom one-fortieth of God's whole family! It is a 
lovely dream ; no?; Athenian Plato, nor English. Thomas 
More, nor Bacon, nor Harrington, ever dared to writes 
on paper so fair an ideal ns our fathers and wohnve essayed 
to put into men. I once thought this dream of America 
would one day become a blessed fact! Wo have many 
elements of national success. Our territory for quantity 
and quality is all we could askour origin is of the Cau¬ 
casian’s best. Ho nation bad ever so fair a beginning ns 
we. Tho Anglo-Saxon is a good hardy stock for national 
welfare to grow on. To my American eye, it seems that 
human nature had never anything so good for popular 
liberty to be grafted into. We are already strong, and 
fear nothing from any foreign power. The violent cannot 
hake us bv force. No nation is our enemy. 

But the question now conies, Ts America to live or to 
die ? If wo live, what lifo shall it bo ? Shall we fall into 
the sepulchre of departed States—a new de-baucheo of the 
nations? Shall wo live petrified to stone, a despotism 
many-headed, sitting—another sphinx—by the wayside of 
history, to scare young nations in their march and impede 
their progress ? Or shall wo pursue the journey—a great, 
noble-hearted Commonwealth, a nation possessing the con¬ 
tinent, full of riches, full of justice, full of wisdom, full of 
piety, and full of peace ? It depends on ourselves. It is 
for America, for this generation of Americans, to say which 
of the three shall happen. No fate holds us up. Our 
character is our destiny. 

I am not a timid man; I am no excessive praiser of 
times passed by ; I seldom take counsel of my fears, often 
of my liopcsbut- now I must say that since *76 our suc¬ 
cess was never so doubtful ns at this time. England is in 
peril; tho despots on the continent hate her free Parliament, 
which makes laws for the people—just laws; they hate her 
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free speech, which tells every griev ance at home or abroad ; 
they hate her free, soil, which offers a homo to ovary exile, 
republican or despotic;. England is in peril, for every 
tyrant hates her. .Russia is in danger, for the two strongest 
powers of Christendom have just clasped hands, and sworn 
cm octh to fight against that great marauding empire of 
the East. Their armies threaten her cities; her sovereign 
deserts his capital; her treasure is carried a thousand miles 
inward; the Western fleets blockade- her porta and sweep 
her navies from the sea. But Russia has no peril like 
ours; England has no danger so great as that which 
threatens us this day. In tho darkest periods of the 
American Revolution, when Washington's army, without 
blankets, without coats, without shoes, Hod through the 
Jerseys, when they marked the ice of the Delaware, and 
loft revolutionary tracks in frozen blood, wo wero not in 
such peril as to-day. V/hcu General Gage had. the throat 
of Boston in his hand, and perfidiously disarmed tho people, 
we wero not in such danger. Yea, when four hundred 
houses in yonder town went up in one great cloud of smoko 
towards heaven, the liberties of America- wero not in such 
peril ns they-arc to-day. Then we were called to fight 
with swords—and when that w*ork, was to bo dono ( , was 
America ever found wanting ? Then mr adversary was 
tbs other side of tho sea, and wicked statutes were enacted 
against us in Westminster Hall. How* out* enemy is at 
homo; and something far costlier than swords is to ho 
called.into service. 

Look at some of dangers. I shall pass by all that 
are trifling. I find four great perils. Hero the/aro:— 

X. There comes the danger from our exclusive Devotion 
to Riches. 

II. Tho clangor from tho Roman Catholic Church, 
established in tho midst of us, 

III. Tho danger from tho idea that there is no Higher 
Law above tho Statutes which men make. 

IT. Tho danger from tho Institution of Slavery, which 
is based on that- atheistic idea last named. 

I. Of thf. da nohr which comes fhom oon exclusive 
Devotion to Riches. 
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Powe? ia never left- without a possessor: when it fell 
from the theocratic und military classes, from the priest, 
tho noble, and tho king, it passed to the hands of the 
capitalist^, In America, ecclesiastical office is not power; 
r.oblo or royal birth is of small value. If Madison or 
Jefferson had loft any sons but mulatto-os, their distin¬ 
guished. birth would avail them nothing. The son of 
Patrick Hour)' lived a strolling schoolmaster, and a pauper’s 
funeral was asked for his body. Money is power; the 
only permanent and transmissible power; it goes by 
device. Money " can ennoblo sots and slaves and cowards.'* 

It gives rank in the Church. The millionaire in always 
a. saint. Tho priests of commerce will think twice before 
damning a man who enhances their salary and gives them 
dinners. I’v one thing tho American iCcnvcn resembles 
tho Now Jerosalem:—-its pavement is "of fine gold/* Tho 
capitalist lias the chief scat in our Christian synagogue. It 
ia a rare nunisU r who dares assail a vice which has riches 
on its side. Is there a clergyman r.t tho South who speaks 
against tho profitable wickedness which chains three 
million American men ? How few at tho North! European 
gentility is ancient power j American is now money hot 
from the stamping. 

In. society, money is genteel; it is always respectable. 
Tho high places of society do not belong to ecclesiastical 
men, as in Romo; to military men, m in St. Petersburg ; 
to men of famous family, m in England and Stain; to 
men of science and. literature, men of genius, as in Berlin; 
but to rich men. 

Money gives distinction in literature, so far as the 
literary class can cont rol the public judgment. The colleges 
revere* a rich man's, son.; they name professorships aider 
such os endow them with money, not mind. Critics 
respect a rich man’s book.; if ho has not brains, ho has 
'bni#», which is hotter. The capitalist is admitted a member 
of the Academies of Arts and Sciences, of collegiate 
societies; if bo cannot write dissertation^ he- can give 
suppers, and there must be a material basis for science. At 
anniversaries, he receives tho honorary degree. u ’Tis 
easier to weigh purses, sure, than brains." A dull scholar 
is expelled from college for idleness, and twenty years Inter 
returns to Now England with half a million of money, and 
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gets lib degree. A. 5 * lie puzzles at the Latin diploma, he 
asks, “ If I had come home poor, X wonder how long it 
would havo taken the.' Alma Slater’ to find out that I was 
over a ' good scholar,' mid now ‘ merited an honorary 
degree’—facts which I never know before !” 

In polities, money has more influence than in Turkey, 
Austria, llussia, England, or Spain. For in our politics 
the interest of property is preferred before all others. 
National legislation almost invariably favours capital, and 
not the labouring hand. The Fed era lists feared that riches 
would not bo nafu in America—the many would plunder 
the wealthy few. It was u groundless fern-. In an 
industrial commonwealth, property is sure of popular pro¬ 
tection. Where nil own hayricks no one scatters fire¬ 
brands. Nowhere in the world hyiroperty so secure or so 
much respected ; for it rests on n more natural basis than 
elsewhere. Nowhere is wealth so powerful, in Church, 
Society, and State. In Kentucky and elsewhere, it can 
take the murderer’s neck out of tho halter. It can make 
tho foolish “wise;” the dull man “eloquent;” tho mean 
man “honourable, one of our most prominent citizena;” 
the heretic “sound orthodox;” the ugly “ fair the old 
man a “desirable young bridegroom.” Nay, vice itself 
becomes virtue, and man-stealing is Christianity i 

Hero, nothing but the voter’s naked ballot holds money 
in check: there are no great families with their historic 
tradition, as in all Europe; no bodies of literary or 
scientific men to oppose their genius to mere material gold. 
Tho Church is no barrier, only its servant, for when the 
minister depends on the wealth of his parish for support, 
you know the common consequence. Lying rides on obli¬ 
gation’s back. Tho minister respects tho hand that feeds 
him: “ tho ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s 
crib.” Yet now nnd then a minister looks starvation in 
the face, nnd continues his unpopular service of Cod. No 
political institutions check tho authority of wealth ; it can 
bribe- and buy the venal; tho bravo if sometimes can 
intimidate ami starve. Money can often carry a bill 
through tho legislature—state or national. Tho majority 
is hardly strong enough to check this pecuniary sway. 

In tho “ most democratic” States, gold is most powerful. 
Thus, in fifteen States of America, throe hundred thousand 
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proprietors own thirteen hundred millions of money in¬ 
vested in mom In virtue thereof they control the legisla¬ 
tion of their own States, moldng their institutions despotic, 
aiul not republican ; they keep the poor win to man from 
political power, from comfort., from the natural means of 
education and religion; they destroy his self-respect, and 
leave him nothing but his body; from the poorest uf the 
}»or, they take away his body itself. Next they control 
the legislation of America: they make tho President, they 
appoint the Supremo Court, they control the Senate, the 
Representatives ; they determine the domestic and foreign 
policy of tho nation. Finally, they affect the laws of all 
tho other sixteen States—the Southern hand colouring the 
local institutions of New Haven and Boston. 

That is only ono example—one of many. Rmia is 
governed by a long-descended Car ; England by a Queen, 
nobles, and gentry,—-men of ancient family, wit lx culture 
and riches. America is ruled by a troop of men with 
nothing but now money and what it brings—three hundred 
thousand alnveholdem and their servants. North and South. 
Boston is under their thumb ; at their command the mayor 
spits in tho face of Massachusetts law, and plants a 
thousand bayonets at the people's throat. They make hall 
cartridges under tho eaves of Eaneuil Hall. 

Accordingly, money is the great object of desire and 
pursuit. There arc material reasons why this is so in 
many lands:—in America there are also social, political, 
and ecclesiastical reasons for it "To bo rich is to bo 
blessed: poverty is damnation that is the popular creed. 

The public looks superficially at tho immediate effect of 
this opinion, at tins exceeding and exclusive desire for 
riches; they tee its effect on. Israel and John Jacob, on 
Stephen, Peter, and Robert: it makes them rich, and their 
children respectable and famous. Few ask, What effect 
will this lmvo on tho xmf-ion ? They foresee not tho future 
evil it threatens. Nay, they, do not consider how it 
debauches tho institutions of America-—ecclesiastical, aca¬ 
demic, social, political; how it corrupts tho hearts of tho 
people, making them prri.o money as tho end of Hie, and 
manhood as only the means thereto, making money master, 
and human nature its tool or servant, but- no mare. 

Tho political effect of this unnatural epteem for riches is 
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not ut all well understood. History but too plainly tolls of 
the dangerous power of priests or nobles consolidated into 
a class, and their united forces’directed by a single aide 
head. The power of allied kings, concentrating whole 
realms of men and money on a single- point; the o fleet of 
armies and navies collected together and marshtdled by a 
single will; is all too boldly written in the ruin of many a 
State. We have often been warned against tho peril from 
torts, and castles, and standing' armies. But the power of 
consolidated riches, tho peril which accumulated property 
may bring upon tho liberties of an industrial common¬ 
wealth, though formidably near, as yet "is all unknown, all 
uncon&idered too. Already tho consolidated property of 
one-oightteth part of tho population, controls all tho rest. 

Two special causes, both exceptional and fleeting, just 
now* stimulate tho ac-inkitivoness of America almost to 
madness 

One is tho rapid development of tho art of manufacturing 
tho raw materials gathered from tho bosom or the surface 
of tiie. earth. Tho invention of printing made education 
and freedom possible on n largo scale; one of the immediate 
results thereof is this—the head briefly performs the eke 
long-protracted labour of tho hand. Wind, water, fire, 
steam, lightning, have become, pliant forces to manufacture 
wood, flnr, cotton, wool, and all the motels. This result 
is nowhere so noticeable as in How England, where educa¬ 
tion Is almost universal. -The New England school-house 
is the machine-shop of America. What- the State invests 
in slates and teachers pays dividends in hard coin. Tins 
now power over the material world, tho first and unex¬ 
pected commercial result of tho public education of the 
people, gives a great and perhaps lending stimulus to tho 
pursuit of wealth. It affects tho most undisciplined por¬ 
tions of tho world,-—for tho educated man leaves much 
rough labour for the ignorant, and enhances the demand 
forum results of their toil Tho thinking head raises the 
wages of all mew hands. Hence arises the increased 
value of slaves at tho South, and tho rapid immigration of 
tho most ignorant Irishmen to tho North. They are to 
tho thoughtful projector what tho Merrimack is to the 
cotton-spinner—a rude force pliant before his will Dr. 
Eaustus is tho unconscious pioneoi of many a pilgrimage. 
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The other cause is the discovery of gold in California 
and then in. Australia. This doubles or trebles the pecu¬ 
niary mom mtvni of America, Its stimulating influence 
on. our cm riousuess, accumulation, and luxury, is obvious. 
What further and ultimate effects it will produce I shall 
not now pau&, to inquire. When a whirlwind rises, all 
men can see that dust is mounting to the sky. 

Besides, the form of American industry is changed. 
Once New England and all the North were chiefly agricul¬ 
tural; manufactures and commerce were conducted on a 
small scalo; and therein each man wrought on his own 
account-. There was a great deal of individual activity, 
individuality of character. Few men worked for wages. 
Now Now England is mainly manufacturing and commer¬ 
cial, Vermont is the only farming State. Mechanics, men 
and women, work for wages ; many in tho employment of 
a single man: thousands in tho pay of one company, 
organised by superior ability. Tho workman loses his in¬ 
dependence, and is not only paid but governed, also by Ins 
employer’s money. His opinions and character aro formed 
after the prescribed pattern, by the mill ho wo vies in. Tho 
old military organizations for defence or aggression brought 
freedom of body distinctly in peril: tho now industrial or¬ 
ganizations jeopardize spiritual in diva duality, all freedom 
of mind and' conscience. New England is a monumental 
proof thereof. 

Another change also follows: tho military habits of tho 
North are all gone. Once. New England had more iirc- 
loeka than householders; every man was a soldier and a 
marksman. Now tho people have lost their taste for mili¬ 
tary discipline, and neither keep nor bear anus. Of course 
a few holiday soldiers, called out by a doctor, and com¬ 
manded by im apothecary, can overawe tho town. 

Tho Northern, and especially tho Eastern and Middle 
States, aro the great centre of this industrial development. 
Hero, and. especially in New England, tho desire for riches 
has become so powerful that- a very largo proportion of our 
men of tho greatest practical intellect have almost exclu¬ 
sively turned their attention to purely productive business, 
to commerce and manufactures. They rarely engage in. 
tho work of politics—unprofitable and distasteful to the 
individual, and, at first sight, merely preservative and 
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defensive io the community. This they shun or neglect, 
as tho mass of men avoid military discipline. 

Tho statutes must be made and administered b) r politi¬ 
cians. Hero thcj r nro not able men. Of tho forty-one 
Hew England delegates in Congress, of tho six governors, 
of tho many other professional leaders in polities, how- 
many first-rate men arc there? how many middle-sized 
second-rate men ? The control of tho national affairs 
passes out of the fingers of the North—which has yet 
three-fifths of tho population, and more than four-fifths 
of tho speculative and practical intelligence and material 
wealth. Tho nation is controlled by the South, whose 
ablest men almost exclusively attend u> politics. Besides, 
tho State politics of the North fall into th*> hands of men 
quite inadequate to such a weighty trust. This mistake is 
as fatal os it would be in time of war to send till the able- 
bodied men to tho plough, and tho women and children 
to the camp. Wo arc mismanaged at homo, and disho¬ 
nourably routed in the Federal capital. In the present 
state of tho world I think no nation would bo justified in 
turning non-resistant, tearing down its forts, disbanding 
its armies, melting up its guns and swords: and I am suro 
the North suffers sadly from devoting so large a part of its 
masterly, practical men to tho productive work of com¬ 
merce and manufactures. Her politicians aro not strong 
enough for her own defence. In American politics tho 
great battle of ideas and principles, yea, of measures, is 
to be fought. Shall wc keep our Washingtons surveying 
land ? 

Tho national effect of this estimate and accumulation of 
riches is to produce a great and rapid development of thr 
practical understanding: a groat love for vulgar finer}'' 
which pleases tho palate or tho eyo; great luxury of dress, 
ornament, furniture. You see this in tho hotels and 
public carnages on land and sea, in the costume ox the 
nation,, at public and private tables. Along with this there 
comes a certain refinement of the public taste. 

But there is no proportionate culture of the higher 
intellectual faculties—of the reason, and imagination; 
still less of yet nobler powers—mord, affcctiona!, and re¬ 
ligious. From tho common school tv the college, the chief 
things taught are arithmetic and elocution ; not tho art to 
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reason and create, but the trade to calculate and express. 
Everything is measured by the money standard. “The 
protection of property is the great object of government. 1 ’ 
Tho politician must suit the pecuniary interest of his con- 
stitu .ncy, though at tho cost of juntico; tho writer, author, 
or editor, the pecuniary interest of his readers, though at 
tho sacrifice of truth ; the minister, the pecuniary interest 
of his audience, though piety and morality both come to 
the ground. Mammon is a profitable ged to worship—lie 
gives dinners! 

I think it must bo confessed in the last eighty years tho 
general moral and religious tone of the people in the free 
States has improved. This change comes from the natural 
forward tendency of mankind, the instinct of development 
quickened by our fro-, institutions. But, at tho same time, 
it is quite plain to me that the moral and religious tono of 
American politicians, writers, and preachers, lias propor¬ 
tionately and absolutely gone down. You see this in tho 
great towns: if Boston vmre once the. "Athens of America,” 
she is now only the Corinth.” Athens has retreated to 
some inland Salmuis. 

But, in general, this peril from tho excessive pursuit of 
riches comes unavoidabl3 r from our position in time and 
apace, and our consequent political institutions. It belongs 
to tho period of transition from tho old form of vicarious 
rule by theocratic, military, and aristocratic governments, 
to tho personal administration of an industrial common¬ 
wealth. I do not much fear this peril, nor apprehend 
lasting evil from it. One of the groat things which man¬ 
kind now. mast needs is power over the material world as 
tho Iwsisefor the higher development of our spiritual facul¬ 
ties. "W ealth "is indispensable; it is the material pulp 
around tho spiritual seed. No nation was ever too rich, 
too well fed, clad, housed, and comforted. The human 
race still suffers from poverty, tho great obstacle to our 
progress. Doubtless we r v nll make many errors in our 
national attempt to organize the, productive forces into an 
industrial State, as our fathers—thousands of years ago— 
in organizing their destructive powers into a military 
state. Once, man cut his fingers with iron; ho now 
poisons them with gold. All Christendom • shares this 
peril, though America feels it most. She is now like u 
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thriving man who gets rich fast, arid thinks more than 
he ought of his money, and less of his manhood. Some 
misfortune, the ruin of a prodigal son perishing in quick¬ 
sands of gold, will, by-and-by, convince him that riches 
is not tlio only thing in life. 

II. Of the danger which comes from the Homan 
Catholic Church. 

The Roman Catholic Church claims infallibility for itself, 
and denies spiritual freedom, liberty of mind or conscience, 
to its members. It is therefore the foe to all progress; it 
is deadly hostilo to democracy. To mankind this is its 
first command—Submit to an external authority; subordi¬ 
nate your human nature to an element foreign and abhor¬ 
rent thereto! It aims at absolute domination over tho 
body and the spirit of man. Tho Catholic Church can 
never escape from tho consequences of her first principle. 
She is the natural ally of tyrants, and tho irrcconcileablo 
enemy of freedom. Individual Catholics in America, as 
elsewhere, are inconsistent, and favour tho progress of 
mankind. Alas! such arc exceptional; the Catholic Church 
has an iron logic, and consistently hates liberty in all its 
forms—free thought, free speech. 

I quote tho words of her own authors in America, re¬ 
cently uttered by tho press. " Protestantism . . . has 
not and never can have any rights where Catholicity is 
triumphant.” " We lose all the breath wo expend in de¬ 
claiming against bigotry and intolerance, and in favour of 
religious liberty.” “ Religious liberty [in America] is 
merely endured until the opposite can be carried into exe¬ 
cution without peril to tho Catholic world.” " Catholicity 
will one day rule in America, mul then religious liberty is at 
an end.” " Tho very name of Liberty . . . ought to be ban¬ 
ished from tho very domain of religion.” "No man has a 
right to cliooso his religion.” “ Catholicism is the most 
intolerant of creeds. It is intolerance itself, for it is tho 
truth itself.”* 

The Catholic population is not great in numbers. In 
l<‘53, there were in America 1,712 churches, 1.574 priests, 

* The alxire, and many more (similar declarations, may bo found in a 
little pamphlet—'* Familiar Letters to John B. Fitzpatrick, tho Catholic 
Bishop of Boston, by an Independent Irishman.” Boston, 185-4. 
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390 theological students, 02 bishops, 7 archbishops, eluireh- 
properly worth about $10,000,000, mid 1,728,000 Catho¬ 
lics. But most of them aro of the Ce’ric stock, which has 
never much favoured Protestantism or individual liberty 
in religion; and in tills respect ia widely distinguished 
from the Teutonic population, who have tho strongest eth¬ 
nological instinct for personal freedom. 

Besides, the Catholics are governed with absolute rigjur 
by their clergy, who aro cclibato priests, a social cast/; by 
themselves, not sympathizing witfi mankind, but emascu¬ 
lated of the natural humanities of our race. There arc 
exceptional men amongst them, but such seems to be the 
rule with the class of Catholic priests in America. They 
are united into one compact body, with complete corporate 
unity of action, and ruled despotically by their bishops, 
urchbishop3, and Pope. Tho Catholic worshipper is not 
to think, but to believo and obey; the priest not to reason 
andconskler, but to proclaim and command; the voter is not 
to inquire and examine, but to deposit his ballot as tho 
ecclesiastical authority directs. Tho better religious orders 
do not visit America ; the Jesuits, tho most subtle enemies 
of humanity, come in abundance ; some aro known, others 
stealthily prowl about tho land, all tho more dangerous for 
their disguise. They all act under tho direction of a single 
head. One shrewd Protestant minister may bo equal to 
one Jesuit, but no ten or forty Protestant ministers is a 
match for a combination of ten Jesuits, bred to tho business 
of deception, knowing no allegiance to truth or justice, 
consciously disregarding tho higher law of God, with the 
notorious maxim that “ the end justifies tho means,” bound 
to their order by tho most stringent oath, and devoted to 
the wo rat purposes of the Catholic Church. 

All these priests owo allegianco to a foreign head. It is 
not an American Church; it is Romnn, not free, individual, 
but despotic; nay, in its designs not go much human as 
merely Papal. 

The Catholic Church opposes everything which favours 
democracy and tho natural rights of man. It hates our 
freo churches, free prcss f and, above all, our free schools. 
No owl more shuns tho light. It hates the rule of majori¬ 
ties, the voice of the people; it loves violence, force, und blood. 

Tho Catholic clergy aro on the side of Slavery'. They 
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find it is tho dominant power, and pay court thereto that 
they may me by its help. They love Slavery itself; it is 
an institution thoroughly congenial to them, consistent 
with the first principles of their Church. Their Jesuit 
leaders think it is “an ulcer which will cat up the Re¬ 
public,” and so stimulate and foster it for the ruin of Demo¬ 
cracy, the deadliest foe of the Roman hierarchy. 

Besides, most of the Catholics arc the victims of oppres¬ 
sion,—poor, illiterate, oppressed, and often vicious. Their 
circumstances have ground the humanity out of them. No 
sect furnishes half so many criminals—victims of society 
before they become its foes; no sect has so little philan¬ 
thropy ; none is so greedy to oppress. All this is natural. 
The lower you go down the coarser and more cruel do you 
find the human being. 

I am told there is not in all America a single Catholic 
newspaper hoatilo to Slavery; not one opposed to tj ninny 
in general; not one that takes sides with the oppressed in 
Europe. There is not in America a man born and bred in 
the Catholic Chinch, who is eminent for philosophy, science, 
literature, or art; none distinguished for philanthropy! 
The water tastes of the fountain. 

Catholic votes are in the market; the bishops can dis¬ 
pose of them—politicians will mako their hid. Shull it bo 
tho sacrifice of the free schools ? of other noble institutions ? 
In some States it seems not unlikely. 

I do not think our leading men sco alt this danger. But 
the baneful influence of the Church of the dark ages begins 
to show itself in the press, in the schools, and still more in 
the politics of America. Yet. I arm glad the Catholics come 
here. Let America l>e an asylum for the poor and the 
down-trodden of all lands; let tho Irish snips, recking 
with misery, land their human burdens in our harbours. 
Tho continent is wide enough for all. I rojoico that in 
America there, is no national form of religion;—let the 
Jew, the Chinese Buddhist, the savage Indian, the Mormon, 
tho Protestant, and tho Catholic hrvo free opportunity to 
bo faithful each to his own conscience. Lot the American 
Catholic have his bishops, his archbishops, and his Pope, 
his Jesuits, his convents, his nunneries, Ins celibate priest¬ 
hood of hard drinkers, if ho will. Let him oppose the 
public education of the people; oppose the press, the 
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niocting-housc, and the ballot-box; nay, oppose temperance 
and religion, if he likes. If, with truth and justice on our 
side, the few Catholics can overcome the many Protestants, 
we deserve defeat. We should Ixj false to the first princi¬ 
ples of democratic theory, if we did not grant them their 
unalienable rights. Let there be no tyranny; let us pay 
tho Catholics good for ill; and cast out Satan by the 
finger of God, not by the Prince of Devils. This peril is 
easily mastered. Tlio Catholic Church has still many 
lessons to offer tho Protestants. 

III. Of Tin: danger from the Idea that there is 
no Higher Law a rove the Statutes of Men. 

Of late years, it lias been industriously taught in America 
tl’.at there is no law of nature superior to the statutes which 
men enact; that politics are not amenable to conscience or 
to God. Accordingly, the American Congress knows no 
check in legislation but the Constitution of the United 
States and the will of the majority; none in the Constitution 
of the Universe and the will of God. The atheistic idea of 
the Jesuits, that the end justifies tho means, is made tho 
first principle in American politics. Hence it has been 
repeatedly declared by “ prominent clergymen” that 
politics should not bo treated of in tho pulpit; they aro 
not amenable to religion; Christianity has nothing to do 
with making or administering the laws. When tho Pha¬ 
risees and Sadducces have silenced tho prophet and the 
apostle, it is not difficult to make men believe that Machia- 
velli is a great saint, and Jesuitism the revealed religion of 
politics ! Let the legislators make what wicked laws they 
will against the rights of man; the priest of commerce is 
to say nothing, Nay, tho legislator.? themselves aro never 
to refer to justice and ♦he eternal right, only to tho expe¬ 
diency of the hour. 

Then when the statute is made, tho magistrate is not to 
ask if it bo just, ho is only to execute it; the people aro 
to obey and help enforce tho wicked enactment, never 
asking if it bo right. Tho highest virtue in tho people 
is—“unquestioning submission to the Constitution;” or, 
when the statute violates their conscience, to do “a dis¬ 
agreeable duty!” Thus the political action of the people 
is exempted from the jurisdiction of God and His natural 
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moral law! “ Christianity has nothin" (o do v,ith poli¬ 
ties !” 

Within a few years this do trine has !>een taught in a 
great variety of forms. At first it came in with evil laws, 
simply as the occasional support of a measure ; at length H 
is announced as a principle. It has taken a deep hold on 
the educated classes of iho community ; for our “ superior 
education” is almost wholly of the intellect, and of only 
its humbler powers. It apiK’ars among the lawyers, the 
politicians, the editors, tmd the ministers. Some deny the 
.natural distinction between right and wrong. “ Justice,” 
is a matter of convention ; things are not “ true,” but 
“ agreed upon;” not u right,” only “ assented to.” There 
is no 11 moral obligation.” Government rests on a compact, 
having its ultimate foundation on the caprice of men, not 
in their moral nature. What arc called natural rights arc 
only certain conveniences agreed upon amongst men ; legal 
fictions—their recognition is their essence, they arc tho 
creatures of a compact. Property lias no foundation in tho 
nature of things; it may consist of whatever the legis¬ 
lature determine*—land, cattle, food, clothing ; or of men, 
women, and children. Dives may own Lazarus as well as 
the dogs who serve him at tho gate. There is no political 
morality, only political economy. 

This conclusion arises from tho philosophy of Hobbes 
and Filmcr; yes, from tho first principles of Locke and 
Ilou&seau. It is one of the worst results of materialism 
and practical atheism. It takes different farms in different 
nations. In a monarchy it has for its axiom, “ The King 
can do no wrong; ho is the Norm of Law— Vox Regis vox 
Dei” In a Democracy, “ The majority can do no wrong; 
they are the Norm of Law— Vox Populi vox Dei.” So 
tho Statute becomes an idol; loyalty takes the place of 
religion, and despotism becomes enthroned on the necks of 
tho people. 

It is not surprising that this doctrine 'AirJ \ be taught 
from tho pulpit in Catholic countries—it i.*> < v:.fonnable to 
the general conduct of the Iloman Church. It belongs 
also with the sensational philosophy which has yet done so 
much to break to pieces the theology of < ho Da *k Ages;— 
and docs not astonish one in the sects which build thereon. 
But at first sight it seems amazing that American Chris- 
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liana of the Puritanic stock, with n philosophy that 
transcend,; sensationalism, should prove false to the only 
principle which at once justifies the conduct of Jesus, of 
Luther, and the Puritans themselves. For certainly if 
obedience to the established law Iks tho highest virtue, then 
the Patriots and Pilgrims of New England, the Reformers 
of the Church, the glorious company of the Apostles, the 
goodly fellowship of the Prophets, and tho noble army of 
martyrs,—nay, Jesur- himself,—worn only criminals and 
traitors. To appreciate this denial of the first principle of 
nil religion, it would be necessary to go deep into tho 
theology of Christendom, and touch the fatal error of all 
the three parties just referred to. For that there is now 
no time. 

One of tho consequences of this atheistic denial of the 
natural foundation of human laws is, the preponderance of 
parties. An opinion before it becomes a law, while it is 
vet a tendency, becomes organised into a faction, or party. 
^Members of the party feel the same loyalty thereto which 
narrow patriots feel for their nation, or "bigots for their 
sect; they give up their mind and conscience to their party. 
So fidelity to their party, right or wrong, is deemed a great 
political virtue: the individual member is bound by tho 
party opinion. Thus is the private conscience still further 
debauched by the second act in this atheistic popular 
tragedy. 

Thus both national and party politics are taken out of 
tho jurisdiction of morals, declared not umenublo to con¬ 
science; in other words, arc left to the control of political 
Jesuits. An American may read the natural result of such 
principles in the downfall of the Grecian and Italian 
Republics, or wait to behold it in his own land. 

IY. Ofr’THK DANGERS FROM T J f K I N.ST 11CT10 N OF Si. \ VERY 
W1UCII R FATS ON THIS FALSE I DMA. 

Slavery is tho child of Violence and Atheism. Brute 
material force is its father : tho atheistic idea that there is 
no law of God above tho passions of men—that is the 
mother of it. I have lately spoken so long, so often, and 
with such publicity, both of speech and print, respecting 
tho extent of Slavery in America, and ii* constant advance 
since 1788, that I shall pass over all that (heme, and speak 
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more directly of the present danger it brings upon our 
freedom. 

There can be no national we!faro without national unity 
of action. That, cannot take place unless there is national 
unity of idea in fundamentals. Without this a nation is 
a “bouse divided against itself;” of cumin: it cannot 
stand. It is what mechanics call a figure without equili¬ 
brium ; the different parts thereof do not Iraki we. 

Now, in the American State there are two distinct ideas 
—Freedom and Slavery. 

The idea of freedom first got a national expression 
seventy-eight years ago next Tu wdny. Here it is. I put 
it in ft philosophic form. There an*, five points to it. 

First. All men are endowed by their Creator with certain 
natural rights, amongst which is tho right to life, lilreriy, 
and tho pursuit of happiness. 

Second. 'These rights are unalienable; they can be 
alienated and forfeited only by tho jm.-sessor thereof; 
tho father cannot alienate them for the son, nor the son for 
tho father; nor tho husband for the wife, nor the wife 
for the husband; nor the strong for the weak, nor the 
weak for the strong; nor the few for the many, nor the 
many for the few ; and so on. 

Third. In respect, to these all men are equal; the rich 
rnan has not more, and the poor less ; the strong man has 
not more, and the weak man less :—all are exactly equal 
in these rights, however unequal in their powers. 

Fourth. It is the function of government to secure these 
natural, unalienable, and equal rights to every man. 

Fifth. Go% eminent derives all its divine right from its 
conformity with these ideas, all its human sanction from 
the consent of the governed. 

That- is the idea of Freedom. I used to c '1 it “the 
American idea;” it was when I was younger than I am 
to-day. It is derived from human nature ; it rests on the 
immutable laws of God ; it is part of the natural religion 
of mankind. It demands a government after natural 
justice, which is the point common between the conscience 
of God and the conscience of mankind, the point common 
also between the interests of one man and of nil men. 

Now this government., just in its substance, in its ibrm 
must be democratic : that is to r>ay, the government of all. 
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by all, mid for all. You sec what consequences must follow 
from such an idea, and {he attempt to re-enact the? law of 
God into political institutions. There will follow the 
freedom of the people, respect for every natural right 
of nil men, the rights of their body, and, of (heir spirit— 
the rights of mind and conscience, heart and soul. Thera 
must be some restraint—as of children by their parents, 
as of bad men by good men; hut it will bo rest mint for 
the joint good of ail parties concerned; not restraint for 
tlie exclusive benefit of the restraincr. The ultimate con¬ 
sequence of this will be the material and spiritual welfare 
of ell—riches, comfort, noble manhood, all desirable 
things. 

That is the idea of Freedom. It appears in the Decla¬ 
ration of Independence; it re-appears in the Preamble to 
the American Constitution, which aims “ to establish 
justice, insure domestic tmnouillity, provide for the common, 
defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the. bless¬ 
ings of liberty.” That is a religious idea ; and when men 
pray for the " reign of justice” nnd the “ kingdom of 
heaven,” to come on earth politically, I suppose they mean 
that there may bo a commonwealth where every mail has 
his natural rights of mind, body, and estate. 

Next is the idea of Slavery. Here it is. I put it also 
in a philosophic, form. There u:o threo points which I 
make. 

Find. There are no natural, unalienable, and equal rights, 
wherewith men are endowed by their Creator; no natural, 
unalienable, and equal rigid to life, liberty, and the pur¬ 
suit of happiness. 

Second. There is a great diversity of powers, and in 
virtue thereof the strong man may rule and oppress, 
enslave and ruin the wr ’, for his interest nnd against 
theirs. 

Third. There is no natural law of God to forbid the 
strong to oppress the weak, and en.uavo and ruin the 
weak. 

That is the idea of Slavery. It has never got a national 
expression in America ; it lias never been laid down a* a 
principle in any act of the American people, nor in any 
.single State, so far u.i I know. AU profess the opposite; 
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but it Li involved in the measures of both State niul 
nation. This idea is founded in tins selfishness of man ; it 
b atheistic. 

The idea must lead to a corresponding government; that 
will be unjust in its substance—for it will depend not on 
natural right, but on personal force ; not on the Constitu¬ 
tion of the universe, but on the compact of men. It is tho 
abnegation of God. in tho universe and of conscience in 
man. Its form will be despotism—tho government of all 
by a part, for the sake- of a part. It may be a single- 
headed drapoiism, or a despotism of many heads ; but 
whether u Cyclops or a Hydro, is is alike “ the abomina¬ 
tion which maketh desolate." Its ultimate consequence is 
plain to foresee—povcAv to a nation, misery, ruin. 

At first Slavery anno ns a measure; nothing was raid 
about it us u principle. But in a country full of school¬ 
masters, legislatures, newspapers, talking men—a measure 
without a principle to bear it up is like a single twig of 
willow cast out on a wooden floor ; there is nothing for it 
to grow by ; it will die. So of late tho principle has been 
boldly avowed. .Mr. Calhoun denied tho self-evident 
truths of the Declaration of Independence; denied tho 
natural, unalienable, and equal rights of man. Many 
since have done the same—political, literary, and mercan¬ 
tile men, and, of course, ecclesiastical men; there are 
enough of them always in tho market. All parts of tho 
idea of Slavery have '"been affirmed by prominent men at 
the North and the South. It has been acted on in the for¬ 
mation of tho constitution of every slave State, and in the 
passage of many of its laws. It lies at the basis of a 
great deal of national legislation. 

Hear tho opinions of some of our Southern patriots : 
“ Slavery is coeval with society “ It was commanded by 
God's chosen theocracy, and ronctioned bv His Apples in 
the Christian Church.” All ancient literature “is the 
literature of slaveholders"Rome and G recce owed their 
literary and national greatness exclusively to the institu¬ 
tion of Slavery ” Slavery is as necessary for the welfare 
of the Southern States as sunshine is for tho flowers of the 
prairies"A noble and necessary institution of God’s 
creation." 6 “ Nature is tho mother and protector of 

8 A v (f/irrc-n'i Ervmintr for June DO, ISoi. 
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Slavery “ Domestic Slaveiy is not only natural and ne¬ 
cessary, in if a ^i,at blessing.” “ Free society is a sad and 
signal failure; u “it does well enough in a nerv country." 
“ Free society baa become diseased by abolishing Slavery. 
It can only be restored to pristine health, happiness, and 
prosperity by re-instituting Slavery." “ Slavery may ho 
administered under a new r-amc.” “ Free society is a 
monstrosity. Like ail monsters it will be short-lived. 
We dare and do vindicate Slavery in the abstract." The 
negro “ needs a master to protect and govern him ; so do 
the i giro rant poor in old countries."* 6 

“There is no moral wrong in Slavery it “is the 
normal condition of human society.” “ Tho berrefits and 
advantages which so far have resulted from this institution 
wo take m lights to guide us to tho brighter truths of its 
Suture history." “We belong to that society of which 
Slavery is tho distinguishing element, and we uro not 
ashamed of it. We hud it marked by every evidence of 
Divine approval." f 

These two ideas are now fairly on foot. They are 
hostile ; they are both mutually invasive and destructive. 
They are in exact opposition to each other, and the nation 
which embodies these two is not a figure of equilibrium. 
As both arc active forces in the minds of men, and as each 
idea tends to become a fact—a universal and exclusive 
fact—as men with there ideas organize into parties as a 
means to make their idea into a fact, it follows that 
there must not only Ik: strife amongst philosophical men 
about these antagonistic principles and ideas, but a strife 
of practical inen about corresponding facts and measures, 
b > the quarrel, if not otherwise ended, will pass from wonts 
to what seems more serious; and one will overcome tho 
other. 

So long as these two ideas exist in tho nation as two 
political forces there In no national unity of idea, of course, 
no unity of action. For there is no centre of gravity 
common to Freedom and Slavery. They will not compose 
an equiiibrloua figure. Yon may cry, “ ireace! peace!" 


* lU'hvuzrd Kirsminrr, Junts 23 , 1831 . 
f Chartfihn Stxnd’ir.l (S.C.), Julio 21 , 1S3-5. 
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but ro long as there two antagonistic ideas remain, each 
Reeking to organize itself and get exclusive power, there 
is no peace ; there can bo none. 

The question before the nation to day is, "Which shall 
prevail—the idea and fact of .Freedom, or the idea and the 
fact rf Slavery; Freedom, exclusive and universal, or Slavery, 
exclusive end universal? The question is not merely, 
Shall the African be bond or fnr : but shall America bo a 
democracy or a despotism ? For nothing is so remorseless 
as an idea, and no logic is so strong as the historical 
development of a national idea by millions of men. A 
measure is nothing without its principle. The idea which 
allows Slavery in toouth Carolina will establish it also in 
New England. The bondage of a black man in Alexandria 
imperils overy white woman’s daughter in Boston. You 
cannot escape tho consequences of a first principle more 
than you can “take the leap of Niagara and stop when 
half-way down.” The principle which recognises Slavery 
in the constitution of the United States would make all 
America a despotism; while the principle which made 
John Quincy Adams a free man would extirpate Slavery 
from Louisiana and Texas. It is plain America cannot 
long hold these two contradictions in the national conscious¬ 
ness. Equilibrium must come. 

Now there are three possible ways of settling the quarrel 
between these two ideas; only three. The categories are 
exhaustive. 

This is ihe first: The discord may rend tho nation 
asunder and the two elements separate and become distinct 
nations—a despot ism with the idea of Slavery, a democracy 
with the idea of Freedom. Then each will bo an equill- 
brious figure. The Anglo-Saxon despotism may go to 
ruin on its own account, while the Anglo-Saxon democracy 
inarches on to national welfare. That is the first hypo¬ 
thesis. 

Or, second : The idea of Freedom may destroy Slavery, 
with all its accidents—attendant and consequent. Then 
the nation may have unity of idea, and so a unity of 
action, and become a harmonious whole, a unit of freedom, 
a great industrial democracy, re-enacting the laws of God, 
and pursuing its way, continually attaining greater degrees 
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of freedom and prosperity. That is tho second hypo¬ 
thesis. 

Here is tho third: The idea of Slaver)' may destroy 
Freedom, with all its accidents—attendant and consequent. 
Then the nation veil! become an integer; only it wi I ha a 
unit of despotism. This involves, of course, the de-truc- 
tive revolution of all our liberal institutions, State as well 
as national. Democracy must go down; tho freo press 
go down ; tho free church go down; tho free school go 
down. There must be an industrial despotism, which will 
soon become a military despotism. Popular Icgie-bs ion 
must end ; tho Federal Congress will bo a club of officials, 
like IS' cro’s senate, which voted his horse first consul. Tho 
State legislature will bo a knot of commissioners, tide- 
waiters, postmasters, district attorneys, deputy-marshals. 
The town-meeting will be a gang of government officers, 
like the “Marshal's Guard," revolvers in their pockets, 
soldiers at their back. The Habeas Corpus will be at an 
end; trial by jury never heard of, and open courts as 
common in America ns in Spain or Rome. Commissioners 
Curtis, Loring, and Kane will not bo exceptional men; 
there will be no other “judgesall courts, courts of the 
kidnapper ; all j rocess summary; all cases decided by tho 
will of tho Government; arbitrary force the only rule. 
Tho constable will disappear, tho soldier come forth. All 
newspapers will be like the “ Satanic press" of Boston 
and Now York, like tho journal of St. Petersburg, or the 
Hiario Romano, which tell lies when the ruler commands, 
or tell truth when lie insists upon it. Then the wicked 
will walk on every side, for the vilest of men will be 
exalted, and America, become the mock and scorn and 
hissing of the nations, will go down to worse shame than, 
was ever heaped upon Sodom; for with her lust for wealth, 
land, and’ power, she will also have committed tho crime 
against nature. Then America wall bo another Italy, 
Greece, Asia Minor, yea, like Gomorrah—for tho Dead 
Sea will have settled down upon us with nothing living 
in its breast, and the rulers will proclaim peace where 
they have made solitude. 

Which of these three 1 ypothcacs shall we take ? 

I. Will there be a separation of tho two elements, and 
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ft formation of two distinct States,—Freedom with demo¬ 
cracy, and Slavery with a tendency to despotism ? That 
may save one half the nation, and leave tho other to volun¬ 
tary ruin. Certainly it is better to enter into life halt or 
maimed, rather than having two hands and two feet to be 
cast into- everlasting firo. 

Now, I do not suppose it is possible for tho Anglo-Saxons 
of America to remain as one nation for a great many years. 
Suppose wo become harmoniotis and prosper abundantly: 
when there are a hundred millions on the Atlantic slope, 
another hundred millions in tho Mississippi Valley, a third 
hundred millions on tho Pacific- slope, and a fourth hundred 
millions in South America,—it is not likely that all these 
will hold together. Wo shall bo too wide spread. And, 
besides, it is not according to tho disposition of tho Teutonic 
family to aggregate into one great State any very large 
body of men ; division, not conglomeration, is after tho eth¬ 
nologic instinct and the historical custom of tho Teutonic 
family, and especially of its Anglo-Saxon tribe. We do 
not like centralization of power, but have such strong in¬ 
dividuality that wo prefer local self-government; we arc 
social, not gregarious like the Celtic family. I, therefore, 
do not look on tho union of the States as a thing that is 
likely to last a great length of time, under any circum¬ 
stances. I doubt if any part of the nation will desire it a 
hundred years hence. 

True, there arc causes which tend to keep us united: 
community of ethnologic origin—fifteen millions arc Anglo- 
Saxon, ; —unity of language, literature, religion ; historic 
and legal traditions, and commercial interest. But all 
these may easily be overcome, and doubtless will be. So a 
dissolution of the great Anglo-Saxon State seems likely to 
take place, when the territory ia spread so wide that there 
is a practical inconvenience in balancing the nation on a 
single governmental point; when the numbers are so great 
that we require many centres of legislative and administra¬ 
tive action in order to secure individual freedom of tho 
parte, as well as national unity of tho whole; or when tho 
ifedcrul Government shall become so corrupt that the 
trunk will not sustain the limbs. Then tho branches 
which make up this great American banyan-tree will 
sepamte from tho rotten primeval trunk, draw their sup- 
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port from their own local roots, and spread into great and 
independent trees. Alt this may tako plnco without 
fighting. Massachusetts and Maine were once a singlo 
State; now friendly sisters. 

But I do not think this “ dissolution of tho Union ” 
will tako plnco immediately, or very soon. For America 
is not now ruled—as it is commonly thought—either by 
tho mass of men who follow their national, ethnological, 
and human instincts; or by a few far-sighted men of 
genius for politics, who consciously obey the Law of God 
made clear in their own masterly mind and conscience, and 
make statutes in advance of the calculation or* oven the in¬ 
stincts of the people, and so manage tho ship of State that 
everj- occasional tack is on a great circle of the Universe, 
a right lino of justice, and therefore the shortest way to 
welfaro: hut by two very different classes of men; — by 
mercantile men, who covet money, actual or cxoectant 
capitalists; and by political men, who want power, actual 
or expectant office-holders. These appear diverse; but 
thcro is a strong unanimity between tho two;—for tho 
mercantile men want money as a means of power, and the 
political men power as a means of money. There aro noblo 
men in both classes, exceptional, not instantial, men with 
great riches even, and great office. But as a class, these 
men aro r.ot abovo the average morality of tho people, odea 
below it: they havo no deep, religious faith, which leads 
them to trust the Higher Law of God. They do not look 
for principles that are right, conformable to tho constitu¬ 
tion of the universe, and ro creative of the nation's perma¬ 
nent welfaro; but only for expedient measures, productive 
to themselves of selfish money or selfish power. In gene¬ 
ral, they havo tho character of adventurers, tho aims of ad¬ 
venturers* tho morals of adventurers : they begin poor, and 
of course obscure, and aro then “ democratic,'* .and hurrah 
for the people: “ Down with tho powerful and tho rich” is 
tho private maxim of their heart. If they aro successful, 
and become rich, famous, attaining high office, they com¬ 
monly despise tho people: “ Down with tho people !*’ is 
tho axiom of their neart—only they dare not say it; for 
there aro so many others with tho same selfishness, who 
have not yet achieved their end, and raise tho opposite cry. 
Tho lino of the nation’s course is a resultant of tho com¬ 
pound selfishness of these two classes. 
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From those two, with their mercantile and political sel¬ 
fishness, we arc to expect no comprehensive morality, which 
will secure the rights of mankind; no comprehenshe 
policy, which will secure expedient measures for a lor.g 
time. Both will unite in what serves their apparent in¬ 
terest, brings money to the trader, power to the politician, 
—whatever be the consequence the country. 

As things now are, the Union favours the schemes of 
both of these classes of men; thereby the politician gets 
power, the trader makes money. 

If the Union were to be dissolved and a great Northern 
Commonwealth were to be organized, with tlvo idea of 
freedom, three quarters of the politicians, Federal and 
State, would pass into contempt and oblivion; all that 
class of Northern demagogues who scoff at God’s Law, 
such as filled the offices of the late Whig administration in 
its day of power, or as fill the offices of the Democratic 
administration to-day—they would drop down so deep that 
no plummet would ever reach them; you would never hear 
of them ngrin. 

Gratitude is not a very common virtue; but gratitude 
to the hand of Slavery, which feeds these creatures, is their 
sole and singlo moral excellence ; they have that form of 
gratitude. When the hand of Slavery is cut off, that class 
of men will perish jusi as caterpillars die when, some day 
in May, the farmer cuts off from the old treo a grew brancli 
to graft in a better fruit. The caterpillars will net vote 
for the grafting. That class of men will go for tae Union 
while it serves them. 

Look at the other class. Property is safe in America : 
and why ? Because wc have aimed to establish a govern¬ 
ment on natural rights, and property is a natural right; 
say oligarchic Bluckstone and socialistic Proudhon wlmt 
they may, property is not the mere creature of compact, or 
the child of robbery; it is founded in tho nature of man. 
It has a very great and important- function to perform. 
Nowhere in t’ho world is it so much respected ea here. 

But there is one kind of property which is not safo just 
now :—Property in men. It is the only kind of property 
which is purely the creature of violence and law; it lias 
no root in itself. 

Now, tho Union protects that “ property.” There are 
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three hundred thousand slave-holders, owning thirteen 
hundred millions of do’lars invested in men. Their wealth 
depends on the Union; destroy that, and their unnatural 
property will take to itself legs and run off, peeking liberty 
by flight, or else stay at home and, like an Anglo-Saxon, 
take to itself firebrands and sword?, and burn down the 
master's house and cut the master’s throat. So the slave¬ 
holder wants the Union ; he makes money by it. Slavery 
is unprofitable to tho nation. No three millions cam so 
little as the three million slaves. It is costly to every 
State. But it enriches tho owner of the slaves. The South 
is agricultural; that is all. She raises cotton, sugar, and 
com ; she has no commerce, no manufactures, no mining. 
The North has mills, ships, mines, manufactures ; buys and 
sells for the South, and makes money by what impoverishes 
the South. So all the great commercial centres of the 
North are in favour of Union, in favour of Slaver}'. The 
instinct of American trade jm.t now is hostile to American 
freedom. The money power and the slave power go hand 
in hand. Of course such editors and ministers as are only 
tho tools of the money power, or the slave power, will be 
fond of “Union at all hazards.” They will sell their 
mothers to keep it. Now these arc the controlling classes 
of men; these ministers and editors are tho mouthpieces 
of these controlling classes of men; and ns these classes 
make money and power out of tho Union, for the present 
I think the Union will hold together. Yet I know very 
well that there are causes now at work which embitter the 
minds of men, and which, if much enforced, will so exas¬ 
perate the North that we shall rend the Union asunder at 
a blow. That I think not likely to take place, for the 
South sees the peril and its own ruin. 

II. The next hypothesis is, Freedom may triumph over 
Slavery. That was the expectation once, at tho time of the 
Declaration of Independence; nay, at tho formation of the 
Constitution. But only two national steps have been taken 
against Slavery since then — ono the Ordinance of 1787, 
tho other the abolition of tho African Slave-Trade; really 
that was done in 1788, formally twenty years after. In the 
individual States, the white man's freedom enlarges every 
year; but the Federal Government becomes more and 
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more addicted to Slavery. This hypothesis does Hot seem 
very likely to bo adopted. 

III. .Shall Slavery dcsiroy Freedom? It looks very 
much like it. Here are nine great steps, openly taken 
since ’87, in favour of Slavery. First, America put Slavery 
into the Constitution. .Second, out of old soil she made 
four new slave States. Third, America, in 1793, adopted 
Slavery ns a Federal institution, and guaranteed her pro¬ 
tection for that kind of property as for no other. Fourth, 
America bought the I/ouisinna territory in 1803, and put 
Slavery into it. Fifth, she thence made Louisiana, Mis¬ 
souri, and then Arkansas slave States. Sixth, she made 
Slavery perpetual in Florida. Seventh, sho annexed Texas. 
Eighth, sho fought the Mexican war, and plundered a 
feeble sister republic of California, Utah, and Hew Mexico, 
to get more slave soil. Ninth, America gavo ten millions 
of money to Texas to support Slavery, passed the Fugitive 
Slave Bill, and has since kidnapped men in New England, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana,' in all the East- in all tho 
West, in all the Middle Slates. All tho great cities have 
kidnapped their own citizens. Professional slave-hunters 
arc members of New England churches; kidnappers sit 
down r.t tho Lord’s table in tho city of Cotton, Chnunccy, 
and Mayhcw. In this very year, beforo it is half through, 
America 1ms taken two moro steps for tho destruction 
of Freedom. Tho repeal of the Missouri compromise and 
tho enslavement of Nebraska: that is the tenth step. Hero 
is the eleventh: The Mexican treaty, giving away ten 
millions of dollars and buying a little strip of worthless 
land, solely that it may serve the cause of Slavery. 

Hero arc eleven great steps openly taken towards tho 
ruin of liberty in America. Are these the worst ? Very 
far from it! Yol moro dangerous things have been dono 
in secret. 

I. Slavery has corrupted tho mercantile class. Almost 
all tho leading merchants of tho North are pro-Slnvery 
men. They lmtc freedom, hate your freedom and mine 1 
This is tho only Christian country in which commerce is 
hostilo to freedom. 
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II. See the conniption of {ho political class. Thorn are 
forty thousand officers of the Federal Government. Ix>ok 
at them in Boston—-their character is ns well known ns 
this ILalh Bead their journals in this city—do you catch 
a whisper of freedom in them ? .Shivery has sought its 
menial servants—men basely born and basely bred : it 1ms 
corrupted them si;ill further, and put thi-iu in, office. 
America, like Russia, is the country for mean men to 
thrive in. Give him time and miro enough, a worm can 
crawl as high as an eagle flies. State rights arc sacrificed 
at the North; centralization goes on with rapid strides; 
State laws arc trodden under foot.* The Northern Presi¬ 
dent is all for Slavery. Tho Northern members of tho 
Cabinet arc for Slavery ; in the Senate, fourteen Northern 
Democrats were for tho enslavement of Nebraska ; in tho 
House of Representatives, forty-four Northern Democrats 
voted for tho bill,—fourteen in the Senate, forty-four in tho 
House, fifty-eight Northern men voted against tho con¬ 
science of tho North and the law of God. Only eight 
men out of nil tho South could be found friendly to justice 
and false to their own local idea of injustice. The present 
administration, with its supple tools of tyranny, came into 
office while the cry of “ No Higher Law” was echoing 
through tho land! 

III. Slavery has debauched tho Pros?:. IIow many 
leading journals of commerce and politics in tho great 
cities do you know that are friendly to Freedom and 
opposed to Slavery ? Out of the five largo daily coin- 
mt refill papers in Boston, Whig or Democratic, I lenow of 
only one that has spoken a word for freedom this great 
while. Tho American newspapers are poor defenders of 
American liberty. Listen to one of them, speaking of 
the last kidnapping in Boston: “ Wo shall need to em¬ 
ploy tho earno measures of coercion as aro neccAsary in 
monarchical countries." There is always some ono ready to 
do the basest deeds. Yet there arc some noble journals— 

* While this volume is pawing through tho pres#, another example of 
this E&me corruption appear#, Tho Senate passe# a bill to protect U.iUed 
State* officer# engaged in kidnanpinsj citizen# of the free State#, from 
the justice of the jwple. Such kidnappers are to bo tried in kid* 
napper*’ court. 



I U lUXGKH-S WHICH 'I'llJiKATKN 

■political and commercial ; such us tho New York Tribune 
and Evening Post. 

IV. Then our colleges and schools are corrupted by 
Slavery. I do not know of five colleges in all the North 
which publicly appear on the side of Freedom. What, the 
hearts of the presidents and professors are, God knows, not 
I. The great crime against humanity, practical atheism, 
found ready support in Northern colleges, in 1800 and 1801. 
Once, the common reading books of our schools were full 
of noble words. Read the school-books now made by 
Yankee podlers of literature, and what liberal ideas do 
you find there ? They are meant for the Southern market. 
Slavery must not be offended! 

Y. Slavery has corrupted the churches! There are 
twenty-eight thousand Protestant clergymen in the United 
States. There are noble hearts, true and just men among 
them, who lmvo fearlessly borne witness to tho truth. I 
need not mention their names. Alas ! they arc not very 
numerous; I should not imvo to go over my fingers many 
times to count them all. I honour these exceptional men. 
Some of them are old, far older than I am ; older than my 
father need have beensome of them are far younger 'Slum 
I; nay, some of then', younger than mv children might be: 
and 1 honour these men for tho fearless testimony which 
they h».vc borne—the old, the middle-aged, and the young. 
But they are very exceptional men. Is there a minister 
in the South who preaches against Slavery ? llow few in 
all the North ! 

IxK)k and see tho condition of the Sunday schools. In 
18o8, the Episcopal Methodists had U,UJ8 Sunday schools ; 
102,7.72 Sunday school teachers ; 020,008 scholars. There 
is not uu unti-Slavery Sunday school in the compass of tho 
Methodist Episcopal church. Last year, in New York, 
they issued, on an average, two thousand bound volumes 
every day in the year, not a lino against Shivery in them. 
They printed also two thousand pamphlets every day; 
there is not a line in them all against Slavery; they printed 
more than t\vo hundred and forty million pages of Sunday 
school books, not a line against Slavery in them ail; not a 
lino showing that it is wicked to buy and sell a man, for 
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whom, according to tho Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Christ died ! 

The Orthodox Sunday School Union spent last year 
■8248,201 ; not a cent against Slavery, our great national 
sin. They print books by the million. Only ono of them 
contains a word against Slavery; that is Cowper’s Task, 
which contains these words—my mother taught them to 
me when I was a little boy, and &at in her lap:— 

“ I would wot have a flare to till my ground, 

To carry mo, to fan mo whtn 1 eleep, 

Awl trcmblei when I wake, for all the wealth 
Thai sinews, IxmgUt and sutd, have ever earned i" 

You all know it: if you do not, you had better learn and 
teach it to your children. That is the only anti-Slavery 
work they print. Once they published a book written by 
Mr. Gallnudet, which related tho story, I think, of tho 
selling of Joseph : at any rate, it showed that Egyptian 
Slavery was wrong. A little girl in a Sunday school in 
one of the Southern Staten one day said to her teacher, 
“ If it was wrong to make Joseph a slave, why is it not 
wrong to make Dinah, and Srnnbo, and Chloe slaves ?" 
The Sunday school teacher and the church took the alarm, 
and complained of the Sunday School Union: " You aro 
poisoning the South with your religion, telling the children 
that Slavery is wicked." It was a serious thing, “disso¬ 
lution of the Union," “levying war," or at least, “misde¬ 
meanor," for aught I know, “obstructing an officer of tho 
United States." What do you think the Sunday School 
Union did ? It suppressed the book! It printed ono 
Sunday school book which had a lino against Egyptian 
Slavery and then suppressed it! and it. cannot be had 
to-day. Amid all their million books, there is not a lino 
against Slavery, save what Cowper sung. There aro five 
million Sunday school scholars in tho United States, and 
there is not a Sunday school manual which has got a word 
against Slavery in it. 

You all know the American Tract Society. Last year 
the American Tract Society in Boston spent $79,983.48; 
it visited more than fourteen thousand families; it dis¬ 
tributed 3,.334,920 tracts—not a word against Slavery in 
them all. The American Tract Society in New York last 
year visited 508,000 families, containing three million 

VOL. vi. i. 



t'W 


fn.sftKFUt wmrif TmiuvraM 


poVunna; El spent for homo purpowvt $l*MMl,707; for foreign 
purpfw# $1*42,2b d; It distributed traotetn Euglirii, Erminh, 
German, fhsfeh, fhmlh, Mw> villi, Norwegian, [faHun, 

Ifnn^arian, and WAl«h*™nttd it did not print min mngln 
Una, nnf whisper a aEngjft word against thin great .rmtirmol 
sift of Mlft'f*wy I Nay, wow:—if if; liurin Riigliah hooka 
which suit iU general purpn*o, hut ftrmioiumjjr mutter 
fifivi'ifRfi In Hlnvory, it, sirikm out all the unti-Hlnvory 
matter, thrm prints and rirenintea th« Irnok. U flits Tract 
Hncirty nhn managed hy. Irion te {Vmn thn Roman Church ? 

At "thus day, fiflfl.UflO slaves ;tm dircotly and parson ally 
owned hy men who urn on Hurt “ professing Olimtutw,*’ 
members in good foltowship ! * of tlm uhurniur.* of this 
hvnd ; HO,000 nwiiwl hy P rashy tnrinns, 225,000 hy Btip- 
tUt«, ViloO.OOO owned hy .Vfefhodltte ;—OOU.UOO aluvGH tn 
this land owned by n.en wmi profrisu themselves Christians, 
and in churches ait flown to fakt* tlut Lord's .Supper. in the 
name of Christ and God I Them am rainbtera who own 
their fellow-men—“ brmghfc with a price.'' 

ttoea not this look as if Slavery were to tricmph over 
Freedom ? 

Vt. Slavery corrupts the judicial dam Tn America, 
especially m New England, no class of men ban been so 
much respected as tlm judges; mnl for this reason: wo 
have had wise, learned, excellent men for our judges; men 
who reveteacetl the higher law of God, and sought by 
human statutes to execute justice. Yon ail know their 
venerable names, and how reverentially ws have looked up 
to theca. Many of them are dead; some are still living, 
and their hoary hairs ore a crown of glory on a judicial 
llte, without judicial blot. But of late Slavery has put a 
different class of men on the benches of the Federal Courts 
—mere tools of the Government; creatures which get their 
appointment as pay lor past political service, and as pay 
in advance tor iniquity not yet accomplished. You see 
the consequences. Note the ?,<ral of the .Federal Judges to 
execute iniquity by statute and destroy liberty. See how 
rvodv they are to support the Fugitive Slave Bill, 
which tramples on the spirit of the Constitution, and its 
letter too; which outrages justice j**d violates the most 
sacred principles ami prectyu of Christianity. Not a 
Faited States judge, circuit or district, has uttered one 
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v,*ord against that " bill of abominations," Nov, how 
grocdv they arc to get victims under it! No wolf” loves 
bettor to rend a lamb into fragments than these judges to 
kidnap a Fugitive .Slave, and punish any man who dares to 
apeak against it. You know what lias happened in Fugi 
live Slave Bill Courts. You remember the "miraculous” 
rescue of Shad: tie h; the peaceable snatching of a man from 
the hands of a cowardly kidnaper was " high treason 
it was " levying war.” You remember the " trial" of the 
rescuers 1 Judge Sprague's charge to the Grand Jury, 
that, if they thought the question was which they ougnt 
to obey, the law of man or the law of God, then they must 
" obey both !" servo God and Mammon, Christ and tho 
devil, in tho same act 1 You remember the " trial," the 
" ruling" of tho Bench, tho swearing on the stand, tlio 
witness coming back to alter and " enlarge his testimony" 
and havo another rird at tho prisoner 1 You have not 
forgotten tho trials before Judge Kano at Philadelphia, and 
Jedge Grier at Christiana and Wilkcasborro. 

These are natural results of causa® well known. You 
cannot escape a principle. Enslave a negro, will you ?— 
you doom to bondage your own sons and daughters, by 
your own act. 

Do you forget the Union meeting in Fannuil Hall, 
November 20th, 1850, the Tuesday before Thanksgiving 
Day ? It was called to indorse the Fugitive Slave Dili—a 
meeting to promote the stealing of men in Boston, of vour 
fellow-worshippers and my parishioners. Do you remember 
the Democratic Ilerods ai:d Whig Dilates, who were made 
friends that day, melted, into one unity of despotism, 
in order that they might enslave men? They had unity 
of idea and unity of action, that ilay. Do you remember 
the speeches of Mr. Curtis and Mr. Hollctt; their yelp 
against the unalienable rights of men; their howl at God's 
Higher Law ? The worscr half of that platform Is now tho 
United States Court;—the Fugitive Slave Bill judge, tho 
United States attorney. They got their offices for their 
political sendees past and for their character—very fitting 
reward to very fitting men 1 A man professes a fondness 
for kidnapping, hurrahs for it in Fancuil Hall:—give him 
the United States judgeship; make him United States 
attorney—fit to fit! When Slavery dispenses offices, 

i.2 



148 


DANG liUS WHICH TH iUiATl'.N 


every service rendered to despotism is well paid. Men 
with foreheads of brass, with iron elbows, with consciences 
of gum elastic, whose chief .commandment of their law, 
their prophets, and their gospel, is to 

u-crook tiro pregnant hinges of the knee, 

Where thrift may follow fawning 

verily thc^ shall havo their reward ! They shall become 
Fugitive Slave Bill judges; yea, attorneys of the United 
States! * ' 

In 1836, a poor slave girl named Med, who had been 
brought from Louisiana to Boston by her master, sued for 
her freedom in the courts of Massachusetts. Mr. Benjamin 
B. Curtis appeared as the slave-hunter's counsel, long, and 
stoutly, and learnedly x contending that she shpuld not re¬ 
ceive her freedom by tbo laws, constitution, and usages of 
this Commonwealth, but should be sent back to eternal 
bondage.* On the 7th of March, 1850, Mr. "Webster 
made ins speech against Freedom, u. fatal to himself; but 
soon after found such n Ore in his rear that ho must 
return to Massachusetts to rescue his own popularity— 
then apparently in gTeat peril. On the 29th of April, 
the same Mr. Curtis, faithful to his proclivities towards 
Slavery, made a public address to the apostate senator, at 
the Bcvere House, and expressed his “abounding grati¬ 
tude for tlie ability and fidelity” which Mr. Webster had 
“brought to the deicncc of the Constitution and the Union 
praising him as “ eminently vigilant, wise, and faithful to 
cur country, without shadow of turning.” At the Union 
meeting in Frneuil Hall (Nov. 26th), Mr. Curtis declared 
tho fugitive slaves “a class of foreigners,” “with whoso 
rights Massachusetts lias nothing to do. It is enough for 
ns that they have no right to bo here” Other services, 

• Tho girl was set free, ami tho principle laid down that slaves coming 
to a free State with the consent of their masters, secured their freedom. 
An account of tho case was published in tho Ifottvn Daily Advertiser of 
August 29,1830, and introduced with tho following editorial comment 
“ In some of tho States there is, wo believe, legislative provision for cases 
of this sort [namely, allowing tho master to bring and keep slaves iu 
bondage}, and it would seem that some such provision is necessary in 
this State, unless we would prohibit citizens of the slave-bolding States 
from travelling in this State with their families, and unless wo would per¬ 
mit such of them as wish to emancipate their slaves, to throw them at 
their pleasure upon tho people of this State." 
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similar or analogous, winch he has rendered to the causo 
of inhumanity, I hero pass by. 

This is a world in which “ men db nothing for nothing 
the workman is worthy of his hire; in due time Mr. Curtis 
received his reward. 

He has lately (Juno 7th) “charged” tho Grand Jury 
of the Circuit Court of the United States, pointing out 
their duty in respect to recent events in Boston. A federal 
enactment of 1700 provides that, if any person shall wil¬ 
fully obstruct, resist, or oppose any ofheer of the United 
States in executing any legal writ or process thereof, ho 
shall bo imprisoned not more than twelve • months, ancl 
fined not more than threo hundred dollars. Sir. Curtis 
charges that the oHence is “ a misdemeanour:” to consti¬ 
tute the crime, it is “ not necessary to prove tho accused 
used or even threatened active violence.” “ If a multitudo 
of persons should assemble, oven in a public highway, with 
tho design to stand together, and thus prevent tho officer 
from passing freely along the way, . . . this would of 
itself, and without any active violence, bo such an obstruc¬ 
tion as is contemplated by this law.” 

So much for what constitutes tho crime. How see who 
are criminals: “ All who are present and actually obstruct, 
resist, or oppose, arc of course guilty. So are all wlo are 
present, leagued in tho common design, and so situated as 
to be able, in case of need, to uflbrd assistance to ‘hose 
actually engaged, though they do not actually obstruct, 
resist, or oppose.” That is, they nro guilty of a misde¬ 
meanour, because they are in tho neighbourhood of suck 
as oppose a constable of the United States, and are “able” 
“ to afford assistance.” “ If they are present for the pur¬ 
pose of affording assistance, though no overt act is done by 
them, they arc still guilty imder this law.” They aro 
guilty of a misdemeanour, not merely as accessory beforo 
tho fact, hut as principals, for “ in misdemeanours all ore 
principals.” 

“ Not only those who aro present, but those who, though 
absent when, tho offence was committed, did procure, counsel, 
command, or abet others to commit tho oficnco, aro indict¬ 
able as principals.” But what amounts to such counselling 
as constitutes a misdemeanour? “Evincing an express 
liking, approbation, or assent to another’s criminal design/’ 



130 


DANGERS WHICH THREATEN 


" It need not appear that the precise time, or place, or 
means advised, were used.’’ So all who evinced " an 
express liking, approbation, or assent” to tho rcscuo of 
Mr. Burns are guilty of a misdemeanour ; if they evinced 
" an express liking” that he should ho rescued by a miracle 
wrought by Almighty God,—and some did express "ap¬ 
probation” of that "means,”—they arc indictable, guilty 
of a " misdemeanour“ it need not appear that the pre¬ 
cise time, or place, or means advised, were used!” If any 
coloured woman, during the wicked week—which*was ten 
days long—prayed (that God would deliver Anthony, ns it 
is said his angel delivered Peter, or said “ amen” to such 
a pravt*;, she was ".guilty of a misdemeanour:” to bo in¬ 
dicted as a " principal.” 

•So every man in Poston who, on that bad Friday, stood 
in tho streets of Boston between Court Squaro and T 
Wharf, nr.j " guilty of a misdemeanour,” liable to a lino of 
three hundred dollars, and to gaoling for twelve months. 
All who at Fancuil Hall stirred up the minds of tho pcoplo 
in opposition to the Fugitive Slave Bill; all who shouted, 
who clapjKsl their hands at tho words or tho countcnanco 
of their favourites, or who expressed "approbation” by a 
whisper of " assent,” aro " guilty of misdemeanour.” Tho 
very women who stood for four days at tho street corners, 
and hissed the infamous slave-hunters and their coadjutors, 
thev, too, ought to bo punished by fmo of three hundred 
dollars and imprisonment for a year! Well, thero were 
fifteen thousand persons "assembled” "in tho highway ” 
of tho City of Boston that day opposed to kidnapping; 
half tho newspapers in the country towns of Massachu¬ 
setts " evinced an express? Hiring ” for freedom, and opposed 
tho kidnapping ; they arc all " guilty of a misdemeanour 
they aro "principals.” Hay, tho Vow ministers all over 
tho State, who preached that kidnapping was a sin; thoso 
who read brave words out of tho Old Testament or tho 
New; those who prayed that tho victim might escape: 
they, likewise, were " guilty of a misdemeanour,” 
liable to bo lined three hundred dollars and gaoled for 
twelve -months. Kxcellent Fugitive Slave Bill Judge! 
31 r. "Webster did wisely in making that appointment! Ho 
chose an appropriate tool. The charge was worthy of tho 
worst days of Jeilrcys and the second James ! 
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Wo ull luiow against whom tins judicial iniquity was 
directed—against men who at Fancuil Hall, under the 
pictured and sculptured eyes of John Hancock and the 
three Adamses, appealed to the spirit of humanity, not yet 
crushed out of your heart and .nine, and lifted up their 
voices in favour of freedom and tho eternal law of God. If 
ho had called us by our names ho could not have made tho 
thing plainer. You laiow tho zeal of tho United States 
Attorney, you have heard of tho swearing before tho Grand 
Jury and nt tho Grand Jury. Did the Judge’s lightning 
only glow with judieinl ardou. n ud zeal for tho Fugitive 
Slave Bill F—or was it also red with, personal malignity 
and family spleen ? Judge you! 

But, alas! there was a Grand Jury, and tho Sahnoncan 
thunder of the Fugitive Slave Bill Judge fell harmless— 
quenched, conquered, disgraced, and brutal—to the ground. 
Poo" Fugitive Slave Bill Court! it can only gnash its 
teeth against freedom of speech in Fancuil Hall; only bark 
and yelp against tho unalienable rights of man, and howl 
against tho Higher Law of God! it cannot Into! Poor im¬ 
becile, malignant Court! What a pity that tho Fugitivo 
Slave Bill Judge was not himself tho Grand Jury, to order 
tho indictment! what a shamo that the Attorney was not 
a petty jury to convict! Then New England, like Old, 
might have had her “bloody assizes," and Boston streets 
might have streamed with tho heart’s goro of noblo men 
and women; and human heads might havo decked tho 
pinnacles all round tho town; and Judgo Curtis and 
Attorney Ifallett might havo had their place with Judgo 
Jeffreys and Jrlm Boilman of old. What a pity tent wo 
have a Grund Jury mul a traverse jury' to stand between 
tho malignant nnn of tho slave-hunter and tho heart of 
you and mo! Perhaps the Court will try again, and find a 
more pliant Grand Jury, easier to intimidate. Let mo sug¬ 
gest to tho Court, that tlio next time it should pack itr jarors 
from tho Marshal’s “ guard." Then thcro will bo unity of 
idea; of action, too—tho Court a figure of equilibrium.* 

At a Fugitive Slave Bill meeting in Fancuil Hall, it is 
easy to ask a minister a question designed to bo insulting, 

• Tho experiment was mailo 5 tho brother-in-law of tho Fugitivo 
Slave Bill Judgo was put on tho jury, and indictments were found in 
October and November. 
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and not dare listen to tho proffered repl}-; easy to bark at 
justice, and howl at the umdituiablo rights of man; easy 
to yelp out tho vcngeaiMc of a con apt administration of 
slave-hunters upon all who love the Higher Law of God ; 
but He himself lias so fashioned the hearts of men that we 
instinctively hate all tyranny, all oppression, all wrong ; 
and the hand of history brands ineflaecable disgrace on the 
brass foreheads of all such ns enact iniquity bv statute, and 
execute wickedness ns law. Tho memory of the wicked 
shall rot. Scroggs and Jeffreys also got their appointment 
as pay for their service and their character—fitting blood¬ 
hounds for n fitting king. For near two hundred years 
their names have been a stench in the face of the Anglo- 
Saxon tribe. Others ns unscrupulous may take warning 
by their fate. 

Thus has Slavery debauched tho Federal Courts. 

YII. Alas mo! Slavery* 1ms not ended yet its long 
career of sin. Its conniption is seven-fold. It debauches 
tho elected offices of our City, and even our State. In the 
Sims time of 1851, tho laws of Massachusetts were violated 
nine days running, and tho Free Soil Governor sat in the 
State House as idle as a feather in his chair. In the wicked 
week of 1854, tho ^Yhig Governor sat in the seat of his 
predecessor; Massachusetts was one of tho inferior coun¬ 
ties of Virginia, and a slave-hunter had eminent domain 
over tho birthplace of' Franklin and the burial-place of 
Hancock! Nay, against our own laws tho Free Soil 
Mayor put tho neck of Boston in tho hands of a “ train¬ 
band captain”—tho people “ wondering much to see how 
ho did ride !” Boston was a suburb of Alexandria ; tho 
mayor a slave-catcher for our masters at tho South! You 
and I were only fellow-slaves ! 

All this looks as if Slavery was to triumph over Freedom. 
But even this is not tho end. Slavery has privately 
emptied her seven vials of wrath upon tho nation—com¬ 
mitting seven debaucheries of human safeguards of our 
natural rights. That is not enough—thero aro other 
seven to come. This Apocalyptic Dragon, grown black 
with long-continued deeds of shame and death, now' medi¬ 
tates fivo further steps of crime. Here is tho programme 
of the next attempt—a now* political tragedy in five acta. 



THE RIGHTS OF MAN IN AMERICA. 


153 


I. —Tlio acquisition of Dominica—and then nil Hayti 
—ns new slave territory, 

II. —The acquisition of Cuba, by purchase, or elso by 
private fillibiistoring and publio war,—as new slavo ter¬ 
ritory. 

III. —Tho re-establishment of Slavery in all tho free 
States, by judicial “decision" or legislative enactment. 
Then tlio master of the North may “ sit down with his 
slaves at the foot of Bunker Xliil monument!" 

IV. The restoration of the African Slave-Trade, which 
is already seriously proposed and defended in tho Southern 
journals. Nay, tho Senato Committee on : Foreign Dela¬ 
tions recommend tho first step towards it—tho withdrawal 
of our fleet from the coast ot Africa. You cannot escape 
tho consequence of your first principlo : if Slavery is right, 
then the Slave-Trade is right; tho traffic between Guinea 
and New Orleans is no worse than between Virginia and 
T „'W Orleans ; it is no worso to kidnap in Tirabuctoo than 
in Boston. 

V. A yet further quarrel must bo sought with Mexico, 
and moro slavo territory be stolen from her. 

Who slmll oppose this five-fold wickedness ? The Fugi¬ 
tive Slave Bill party;—tho Nebraska Enslavement party? 
Northern servility has hitherto bee n ready to grant more 
than Southern arrogance dared to demand! 

All this looks as if tho third hypothesis would ho ful¬ 
filled, and Slavery triumph over Freedom ; ns if tho nation 
would expunge tho Declaration of Independence from tho 
scroll of Time, and, instead of honouring Hancock and tho 
Adamses and Washington, do homage to Vano and Grier 
and Curtis and Hallott and Loring. Then .. .e preamble to 
our Constitution might read—“to establish injustice, insure 
domestic strife, hinder tho common defence, disturb tho 
general welfare, and inflict tho curso of bondage on our¬ 
selves and our posterity." Then wo shall honour tho 
Puritans no more, but their prelntical tormentors; nor 
reverence tho great Reformers, only the inquisitors of 
Borne. Yea, wo may tear tho namo of Jesus out of tho 
American Bible; yes, God’s nauio; worship tho dovil at 
our Lord's table, Iscariot for Redeemer! 

See tho steady triumph of despotism! Ten years more, 
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liko tlio ton years past, and it will bo all ov'u* with the 
liberties of America. Everything must go dorm, and tho 
heel of tho tyrant will be on our neck. It wil: bo all over 
with tho Bights of Man in America, and you and I must 
go to Austria, to Italy, or to Siberia for our freedom; or 
perish with tho liberty which our fathers fought for and 
secured to themselves—not to their faithless sons! Shall 
America thus miserably perish P Such is tho aspect of 
things to-day! 

But' aro tho people alarmed ? No, they fear nothing— 
only tho tightness in tho money-market I Next Tuesday 
at sunrise every bell in Boston will ring joyously,; every 
cannon will belch sulphurous wclcomo lrom its brazen 
throat. There will bo processions,—tho Mayor and tho 
Aldermen and tho Marshal and tho Naval Officer, and, I 
suppose, tho '‘Marshal's Guard," very appropriately taking 
their places. Thero is a chain on tho common to-day—it 
is tho same chain that was around tho Court House in 
1801—it is tho chain that lxnmd Sims; now it is a 
festal chain. There aro mottoes about tho common— 
" They mutually pledged to each other their lives, their 
fortunes, aud their sacred honour." I suppose it moans 
that tho Mayor and tho kidnappers did this. “Tho spirit 
of'78 still lives." Lives, 1 suppose, in tho Supremo Court 
of Fugitive Slavo Bill judges. “Washington, Jefferson, 
and their compatriots f—their names aro sacred in tho 
heart of every American." That, I suppose, is the opinion 
of Thomas Sims and of Anthony Burns. And opposite tho 

f i?at Park Street Church, where a noblo man is this day, 
tru;t, discoursing noblo words, for lie has never yet been 
found falso to Freedom—“Liberty and independence, our 
fathers’ legacy!—God forbid that wo their sous should 
prove recreant to tho trust!" It ought.to read, “God 
forgivo us that wo their sons have proved so recreant to 
the trust!" So they will celebrate the 4th of July, and call 
it “ Independence JDav! " Tho foolish press of France, 
bought and beaten and trodden on by Napoleon tbo Crafty, 
is full of talk about tho woParo of tho “ Great Nation [" 
Philip of Muccdon was conquering tho Athenian allies 
town by town; ho destroyed and swept off two and thirty 
cities, selling their cliildren ns slaves. All tho Cassaudiian 
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eloquence f Demosthenes could not rouso degenerate 
Athens from her idlo Bleep. Sho also fell—tho fairest of 
all free States; corrupted first—forgetful of God’s higher 
law. Shall America thus perish, all immature! 

So was it in tho days of old: they ate, they drank, they 
planted, they builded, they married, they wero given in 
marriage, until tho day that Noah entered into tho ark, 
and tho flood camo and devoured them all! 

Well, is this to bo tho end ? Was it for this tho pilgrims 
carao over tho sea? Docs Forefathers’ Rock assent to it ? 
Was it for this that tho Now England clergy prayed, and 
their prayers became tho law of tho land for a hundred 
years ? Was it for this that Cotton planted in Boston a 
littlo branch of tho Lord’s vine, and Roger Williams and 
Higginson—ho still lives in an undegenorato son—did 
the same in tho city which tlioy called of peace, Salem ? 
Was it for this that Eliot carried the Gospel to tho Indians? 
that Chauncey, and Edwards, and Hopkins, and Mayhow, 
and Chnnniug, and Ware laboured and prayed ? for this 
that our fathers fought—tho Adamses, Wra.aington, Han¬ 
cock ? for this that there was an eight years* war, and 
a thousand battle-fields? for this tiro littlo monument 
at Acton, Concord, Lexington, West Cambridge, Danvers, 
and tho great one over there on tho spot which our fathers’ 
blood mado so red ? Shall America become Asia Minor P 
Now England Italy ? Boston such as Athens-dead and 
rotten ? Yes! if wo do not mend, and speedily mend. 
Ten years more, and tho liberty of America is all gone. 
Wo shall fall, tho laugh, tho byword, the proverb, tho 
Bconi, tho mock of tho nations, who shall cry against us. 
Hell from beneath shall bo moved to meet us at our 
coming, and in derision shall it wclcomo us:— 

“ Tho heir of all tho ages, and tho youngest bom of time!" 

Wo shall lio down with iho unrepentant prodigals of old 
time, damned to everlasting infamy and shame. 

Would you have it so ? Shall it bo ? 

To-day, America is a debauched young man, of good 
blood, fortune, and family, but tho companion of gamesters 
and brawlers; reeking with wino; wasting his substance 
in riotous living; in tho lap of harlots squandering tho 
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life which liis mother gave him. Shall lie return ? Shall 
ho perish ? One day may determine. 

Snail America i us dio ? I look to the past,—Asia, 
Africa, Europe, and the}* answer, “Yes!” Where is the 
Hebrew Commonwealth; the Homan Republic!; where is 
liberal Greece,—Athens, and many a far-famed Ionian 
town; where arc the Commonwealths of Mcdimvrtl Italy ; 
the Teutonic free cities—German, Dutch, or Swiss ? They 
have nil perished. Not one of them is left. Parian statues 
of liberty, sorely mutilated, still remain ; but tho Parian 
rock whence Liberty once hewed her sculptures out—it is 
all gone. Shall America thus perish ? Greece and Italy 
both'answer, “Yea!” I question tho last fifty years of 
American history, and it says, “ Yes.” I look to tiro 
American pulpiv, I ask tho five million Sunday school 
scholars, and they say, “ Yes.” I ask the Federal court, 
the Democratic party, and tho Whig, and tho answer is 
etil’. tin? same. 

Hut I closo my eyes on the eleven past missteps wo have 
taken for Slavery ; on that seven-fold clandestine corrup¬ 
tion; I forget tho Whig party; I forget the present, 
administration ; I forget tho J udges of tho Courts;—I 
remember tin. few noblest men that thero are in society, 
Church and State; I remember the grave of my father, tho 
lessons of my mother’s life; I look to the spirit of this ago— 
it is the nineteenth century, not the ninth ;—I look to the 
history of tho Anglo-Saxons in America, and the history 
of mankind; I remember the story and the song of Itn.'tm 
and German patriots; I recall the dear words of those 
great-minded Greeks—Ionian, Dorian, IKtoliun; I re¬ 
member tho Romans who spoke, and sang, and fought for 
truth and right; I recollect those old Hebrew prophets, 
earth’s nobler sons, poets ami saints; I call to mind the 
greatest, noblest, purest soul that ever blossomed in this 
dusty world;—and Isay, “No!” Truth shall triumph, 
justice shall be law! And, if America fail, though she is 
ono fortieth of God’s family, and it is a great loss, there 
aro other nations behind us; our truth shall not perish, 
oven if wo go down. 

But wo shall not fail! I look into your eyes—young 
men and women, thousands of you, and men and women 
far enough from young! I look into tho eyes of filly 
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thousand other men and women, whom, in the last eight 
months, I lu»vo spoken to, f .e to face, and they say, “No! 
America shall not fail! ” 

I remember the women, who were never found faithless 
when a sacrifice was to bo offered to great principles; I 
look uo to my God, and I look into my own heart, and X 
say, “ We shall not fail! "Wo shall not fail !” 

Tin’s, at my side, it is the willow ;* it is tho symbol of 
weeping:—hut its leaves arc deciduous; tho autumn wind 
will strew them on tho ground; and beneath, here is a 
perennial plant; it is green all tho year through. When 
this willow branch is leafless, the other is green with hope, 
and its buds are in its bosom; its buds will blossom. So 
it is with America. 

Did our fathers live ? are we dead ? Even in our ashes 
live their holy fires! Boston only sleeps; ono day she 
will wake ! lUassnchu setts will stir again ! New Eng¬ 
land will rise and walk! the vanished North bo found 
once more queenly and majestic! Then it will bo seen 
that Slavery is weak and powerless in itself, only n phuutom 
of tho night. 

Slavery is a “ finality,”—is it? There shall ho no 
“ agitation,”—not the least,—shall there ? The.ro is a 
Hispaniola in Hie South, and the South knows it. Sho sits 
on a powder magazine, and then plays with fire, while 
humanity shoots rockets all round the world. To mutilate, 
to torture, to burn to death revolted Africans whom out¬ 
rage has stung to crime—that is only to light tho torches 
of San Domingo. This black bondage will he red freedom 
ono day: nay, lust, vengeance, redder vet. I would not 
wait till that flood comes and devours alf. 

When the North stands up, manfully, united, we can 
tear down Slavery in a single twelvemonth ; and, when wo 
do unite, it must bo not only to destroy Slavery in tho 
territories, but to uproot every weed of Slavery throughout 
this whole wide land. Then leanness .ridl depart from om* 
souls; then the blessing of God will como upon u.s; wo 
shall have a Commonwealth based on righteousness, which 
is tho strength of any people, and shall stand longer 
than Egypt,—national fidelity to God our age-outlasting 
pyramid! 

* Referring to tho Ho nil ornaments that day ou tho desk. 
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How feeblo seems a single Ration; how powerless a 
solitary man ! But ono of a family of forty, wo can do 
much. How much is Italy, Home, Greece, Palestine, 
Egypt to the world? Tho solitary man—a Luther, a 
Paul, a Jesus—ho outweighs millions of coward souls! 
Each ono of you tako heed that tho Republic receivo no 
harm I 



AN ADDRESS 


DELIVERED BEFORE THE NEW YORK CITY ANTI¬ 
SLAVERY SOCIETY, 

AT ITS rasi ANXIVKIiSAET, IJKI.D AT TIIK BJIOJLDWAY Ti-BEOXACLE, 

May 12, 1 <54. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, —I slmll ask your attention 
this evening to some few thoughts on tho present con¬ 
dition of tho United States in respect to Slavery. After 
all that has been, said by wise, powerful, and eloquent men, 
in this city, this week, perhaps I shall have scarce anything 
to present that is new. 

As you look on tho general aspect of America to-d^.y, 
its main features arc not less than sublime, whilo they 
arc likewise beautiful exceedingly. The full breadth of tho 
continent is ours, from sea to sea, from the great lakes to 
tho groat gulf. There are three million square miles, with 
every variety of climate, and soil, and mineral; great 
rivers, a static force, inclined planes for travel reaching 
from New Orleans to the Falls of St. Anthony, from the 
mouth of tho St. Lawrence to Chicago; smaller rivers, 
a dynamic force, turning tho many thousand mills of tho 
industrious North. There is a coast most richly indented, 
to aid tho spread of civilization. The United States has 
more than twelve thousand miles of shore lino on tho con¬ 
tinent ; more than nine thousand on its islands; more than 
twenty-four thousand miles of river navigation. Hero is 
tho material groundwork for a great State—not an empire, 
hut a commonwealth. Tho world has not such another. 

There are twenty-four millions of men; fifteen and 
a half millions with Anglo-Saxon blood in theit* veins— 
strong, real Anglo-Saxon blood; eight millions and a half 
more of other families and race®, just enough to temper 
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the Anglo-Saxon blood, to famish a new composite tribe, 
far better, I trust, thnn the old. What a human basis for 
a State to be erected on this material ground-work! 

On tho Eastern slopes of the continent, where the high 
lands which reach from tho Ivatahdin mountains in Maino 
to tho end of tho Apalachians in Georgia—on the Atlantic 
slopes, where tho land pitches down to tho sea from tho 
48th to tho 28lh parallel, -c aro fifteen States, a million 
Bquare miles communicati . ith the ocean. In the South, 
rivers bear to the sea rice, ..on, tobacco, and tho products 
of half-tropic agriculture; in tho North, smaller streams 
toil all day, and sometimes all night, working wood, 
iron, cotton, and wool into forms of uso and beauty, whilo 
iron roads carry to tho sea tho productions of temperate 
agriculture, mining and manufactures. 

On the Western slope, where the rivers flow down to tho 
Pacific Ocean from tho 49 th to the 32nd parallel, is a great 
country, almost eight hundred thousand square miles in 
extent. There, too, the Anglo-Saxon has gone; in tho 
South, tho gold-hunter gathers tho precious metals, whilo 
the former, tho miner, and tho woodman gather far moro 
precious products in the North. 

In tho great basin between tho Cordilleras of tho West 
and the Allugkanics, whero the Mississippi drains half tho 
continent to the Mediterranean of tuo New World, thero 
also tho Anglo-Saxon has occupied tho ground—twclvo 
hundred thousand •square miles; in tho south to rear 
cotton, rice, and sugar; in the north to raise cattle and 
cereal grasses, for beast and for man. 

What a spectaclo it is! A nation not eighty years 
old and still in its cradle, and yet grown so great. Two 
hundred and fifty years ago, thero was not an Anglo-Saxon 
on all this continent Now thero is an Anglo-Saxon 
commonwealth twenty-four millions strong. Rich as it is 
in numbers, there aro not yet eight men to tho square 
mile. 

All this is a Republic ; it is a Democracy. There is no 
horn priest to stand betwixt the nation and its God; no 
pope to entail his nephews on tho Church; no bishop 
claiming divine right to rulo over the people and stand 
betwixt them and the Infinite. There is no king, no bom 
king, to rido on the nation’s neck. Thero aro noble-men, 
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but none noble-born to xisarp the land, to monopolize the 
government and keep the community from the bosom of 
the earth. Tko people is priest, and makes its own religion 
out of God’s revelation in man’s nature and history. The 
people is its own king to rule itself; its own noblo to 
occupy the earth. The people make the law3 and choose 
their own magistrates. Industry is free; travel is free; 
religion is free; speech is free; there arc no shackles on 
the press. The nation rests on industry, not on war. It 
is formed of agriculturists, traders, sailors, miners—not a 
nation of soldiers. The army numbers ten thousand—ono 
soldier for every twenty-four thousand men.- The people 
are at peace; no nation invades us. The government is 
firmly fixed and popular. A nation loving liberty, loves 
likewise law ; and when it gets a point of liberty, it fences 
it all round with law as higli up as the hands reach. Wo 
annually welcome four hundred thousand immigrants who 
flee from the despotism of the Old World. 

The country is rich—after England, the richest on earth 
in cultivated lands, roads, houses, mill'i. Four million 
tons of shipping sail under the American flag. This year 
wo shall build half a million tons more, ’which, at forty 
dollars a ton, is worth twenty millions of dollars. That is 
the ship crop. Then, the com crop is seven hundred mil¬ 
lions of bushels—Indian corn. Wlmt a harvest of coal, 
copper, iron, lead, of wheat, cotton, sugar, rice, is produced ! 

Over all and abovo all these there rises the great 
American political idea, a “ self-evident truth”—which 
cannot be proved—it needs no proof; it is anterior to de¬ 
monstration ; namely, that every man is endowed by his 
Creator with eortain inalienable rights, and in these rights 
all men arc equal; and on these the government is to rest, 
deriving its sole sanction from the goveracd’s consent. 

Higher yet above this material groundwork, this human 
foundation, this accumulation of numbers, of riches, of 
industry—as the cross on the top of a tall, wide dome, 
whoso hmteni is the great American political idea—ns the 
cross that surmounts it rises the .American religious idea 
—one God; Christianity the true religion ; and the worship 
of God by love; inwardly it is piety, love to God; out¬ 
wardly love to man—morality, benevolence, philanthropy. 

What u spectacle to the eyes of the Scandinavian, tlio 
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German, the Putchrann, the Irishman, as they view' 
America from afar ! What a cvninist it seems to Europe. 
There liberty k ideal, it is a dream ; here it is organic, an 
institution; ono of tin? establishments of the land. 

rf 'iru, ladies and gentlemen, is tho aspect which America 
pTi -cm i to the oppressed victims of European despotism in 
Church and in State. Par off on the other side, of the At- 
lai tie among the Apennines, on tho plains of Germany, and 
in tie- Slavonian lands, I have met men to whom America 
m.-imcl as this fair-proportioned edifice that I havo thus 
sketched out before your eyes. But when they come nearer, 
behold half tho land is blade with Slavery. In 18o0, out 
of mom than ‘wo hundred and forty hundred thousand 
Americans (2a-, '00,000), thirty-two hundred thousand 
(0,200,000)-wer- laves—moro than an eighth of the popu¬ 
lation counted as cattle; not as citizens nt all. They are 
only human material, not yet wrought into citizens—nay, 
not counted human. They arc cattle, property; not counted 
men, but animals and no more. Manhood must not ho ex¬ 
tended to them. Listen while I read to you from a Southern 
print. It was recommended by the Governor of Alabama 
that the Legislature should pass a law prohibiting the 
separation of families ; whereupon tho Richmond Inquirer 
discourses thus :—■■ 

“This recommendation nirikea «n as hrint; mo 
Tf stArcji »;■$ prsipei t 1 ' ? i 

'r tw subject only to r.acH provisions 

proWciion of bio and hmu. U two relation of ! 
fritifor or.a pur] c. , u H ! t du 1 c )U 
oiH^roaubrjitvat.” 

They uro property, no more, and must he treated as auch, 
and not as men. 

Slavery is on the Atlantic slopes of the continent. There 
arc one million six hundred thousand (1,000,000) slaves 
between the Alleghany range and the Atlantic coast. Slavery 
is in tho central basin. There arc a million and a half 
of slaves on the land drained by the Mississippi. Spite 
T Wv and constitution, Slavery has gone to tho Pacific 
siujrcs, travelling with the gohlhunter into Caliionuu. The 
State whoso capital county ' “ in three years committed 
over twelve hundred murders’' has very appropriately 
legalized Slavery for a limited time. I suppose it is only 
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preliminary to legal [rang it for a time Jimiied only by 
tho Eternal God. Jn the vary capita! of the Christian, 
democracy Ib.ere arc fonr thourand purchased men. .'in the 
.'fenatohouse, a few yearn ago, a Mi a tppi senator belched 
out bis imprecations against then one New Hampshire 
senator who has never yet been lound false to humanity. 
.Mr. Foote was a freeman, a citizen, and u “Democrat;” 
and while, in the. halls of Congress, be was threatening 
to hang John P. Hale on the tallest pine tree in Missis¬ 
sippi, there toiled in a stable, whoso loft he .slept in by 
night, one of that senator’# own brothers. The sou of Mr. 
Foote's father was a slave in. tho capital of the United 
iState, while his half-brother—by the father’s side—threat¬ 
ened to hang on the tallest ; ; no in Mississippi the only 
senator that How Hampshire sent to Washington who 
dared bo true to truth and free for freedom. 

But a few years ago, Mr. Hope II. Slalter had his negro 
market in tho capital of the United (States; one of the 
greatest slave-dealers in America, He was a member also, 
it is raid, of a “Christian church.” Tho slave-pen is a 
singular institution for a democratic metropolis, and tho 
slave-trader a. peculiar ornament for the Christian Church 
in the capital of a democracy. He grew rich, went to 
Baltimore, had a line house, and once entertained a “.Pre¬ 
sident of the United States' - ’ in his mansion. Tho slave- 
trader and the democratic President met together—Shi tier 
and Polk ! fit guest and fitting host ! 

In nil tho three million square miles of American Land 
there is no inch, of free soil, from tho St. John’s io tho Eio 
Gila, from Madmvasca to San Diego. The star-spangled 
banner floats from Van Couver's island by Nootka Sound 
to Key West, on tho south of Florida, and all tho way the 
flag, of our Union is the standard of Slavery, In all the 
soil that our fathers fought to make free from English 
tyranny, there is not an ineh where the black man is free, 
save tho five thousand miles that Daniel Webster sur¬ 
rendered to Lord Ashburton by tho treaty of 1S12. Tho 
jsymlxd of the Union is u fetter. The President should 
bo .sworn ..:i tho auction block of a slave-trader. The 
Hew Hampshire President, in his inaugural, declared,, 
publicly, bis allegiance io the .Clave power—not to tho 
power of Hon hern mechanics, free fanners, free manu- 
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factum's, free men; but allegiance to the stave power; lu* 
swuurs special protection to no property but “property” 
in slaves; specific allegiance to no law but the Fugitive 
Slave BUI; devotion to no light but the slave-holder's 
“ right” to his property in man. 

The Supremo Court of the United Stales is a slave court ; 
a majority of the Senate and of the House of Represen¬ 
tatives the same. Is has been so thi.4 forty years. The 
majority of the House of Representatives are obedient to 
the lords of tho lash ; a majority of Northern politicians, 
especially of that denomination which is called “dough- 
{11003,” arc only overseers for the owner of the stave. Sir. 
Douglas is a great overseer; Mr. Everett is a'little over¬ 
seer, very little. 

The nation offers a homestead out of its public land ; it 
is only to the white man. What: would you say if the Bmpe- 
ror of Russia offered Land only to nobles; the Pope only to 
priests ; Queen Victoria only to lords? Each male settler 
in Utah, it seems, is to have four hundred and eighty acres 
of land if he. is not married, and & hundred and sixty more, 
I believe, according to one proposition, for every wife that 
ho has got. But if he has the complexion of the only 
children that Madison left behind him, he can have no 
laud nfc all. 

Even a Boston school-house is shut against the black 
mares children. The arm of the city government slams tho 
door in every coloured boy's face. Ills father helps pay for 
tho public school: tho son and daughter must not come in. 

In tho slave States, it is a crime to teach tho stave to read 
and write. Out of four millions of children, of America at 
school in 1S50, there were twenty six thousand that were 
coloured. There were more than four hundred thousand 
free coloured persons, and there were more than two hun¬ 
dred and fourteen thousand thereof under the age of twenty; 
of these, there were d school only twenty-six thousand— 
one child in nine / Out of three and a quarter millions of 
slaves, there was ml one at school. It is a crime by the 
statute in every stave State io teach a slave to spell “ God.” 
He may bo a Christian; he must not write '* Christ” Ho 
must worship the Bible ; ho must not read it-! It m a crime 
oven in a Sunday school to teach a child the great letters 
which spell out “ Holy Bible.” I knew a minister, he was 
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a Connecticut man, too, who went oil from New Orleans 
because ho tiki not duiv to bay; and lie did not dare to stay 
because be tried to teach the slave to read, in his Sunday 
school lie went buck to Connecticut, whence be will, per¬ 
haps, us missionary to China or Turkey, and find none 
to hinder Vs Christum work. 

At the North, the black man is Amt- out of the meeting 
bouse. In heaven, .wording to the theology of America, 
he may sit down with the just made perfect, his sins washed 
white *• in the blood of the Lamb; ” but when he eomv« to 
a certain .Baptist church in Heston, ho cannot own a pew. 
And there arc few churches where lie can sit in a pew. 
Tim rich and the poor arc there; the one Lord b fbo 
Maker of them all; but the Church thinks He did not 
make the black us well us the white. Nay; ho is turned 
out of the omnibus, out of the burial ground. Them is a 
burial ground in ibis State, mid in the deed that confers 
the land it is stipulated that no coloured person or convict 
can ever he buried there. He is turned out of the grave- 
yard, where the great mother of our bodies gathers our 
dust when the sods of the valley are. sweet to the soul. 
Nowhere but in tbe gaol and on the gallows has the 
black man equal rights with the white in our American 
legislation! 

The American press—it is generally the foe of the slave, 
the advocate of bondage. 

In Virginia, it, is felony to deny the master’s right to 
own his slave. There is an old law, re-enacted in the 
revision of the Virginia statute, which inflicts a punish¬ 
ment of not more than one Year’s*confinement on any one 
guilty of that offence, It was proposed in the Virginia 
Legislature, last winter, that if a man had conscientious 
objections to holding slaves, lie should not be allowed to 
sit on any jury whore the matter of a man’s freedom, was 
in question. Nor is that all. There is a law in Virginia, 
it. is said, that when a man has three-quarters white blood 
in bis wins, ho may recover his freedom in virtue of that 
fact. It is well, known that at least half the slaves in 
Virginia are half white and one-quarter of them three-, 
quarters white. Accordingly, it was proposed in ono 
of their newspapers that that old law should, be re¬ 
peated, and another subs' ituled. providing that no man 
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should recover his freedom in consequence of his com¬ 
plexion, unless lie had more than nine-tenths white blood 
in his veins. 

The slave Ira no rights; the ideas of the Declaration 
of Independence are repudiated; ho is not “ endowed by 
his Creator” with “certain inalienable rights” to “life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness*” Accomplished Mr. 
Agassiz comes all the way from Switzerland to tench 
us tho scionco which God has stored ep in the ground 
under o-ur feet—-tho perennial Old Testament—or in tho 
frames of our bodies, this living .Mew Testament of 
Almighty God in man; and lie tells us this: “ The 
Mandingo and the Guinea negro ” together “ do not 
differ more from the Oran// Gutting than the Malay 
or white man differs from the negro” So. according 
to Mr. Agassiz, tho negro is a sort of arithmetic, mean 
proportional between a man and a monkey. Tho up¬ 
right form, tho power of speech, the religious faculty, 
permanence of affection, self-denial, power to master the 
earth, and smelt iron ore, ns the African lias done, and is 
doing still, every year, do not distinguish the black man 
from the Drang Outang. 

"0 Kter-orci! ncionoo! hast ihmi wandered there, 

To Wiit- «8 Uom» tho message of ttonr.ir r" 

Mr. Agassiz is an able man. uf large genius, industry that 
never surrenders, and w;t.« a hold champion of freedom on 
his own Swiss hills. I t o comes to America ; ho is subdued 
to tho temper of our atmosphere; ami, from a great man of 
science, ho becomes tho of Slavery. Southern jour¬ 
nals rejoice at tho confirmation, of their opinion. Liston 
to what a Son then editor gays. I am quoting now from 
one of tho most powerful Southern journals,, printed at tho 
capital of Virginia, the Richmond Examiner; and tho 
words which I read were written by the American charge, 
d'affaires at Turin. He says: “The foundation and right 
of negro Slavery is in its utility and tho fitness of things; 
ii is ike same right by which joe hold properly in domestic 
animals.” Tho negro is a the connecting link between the 
human and brute creation .” “Tho negro is not thcwluto; men, 
Hot with more safety dr we assert that a horse is not _ a hog. 
Hay is good for horses—but not for hogs; liberty is good 
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for white men, but not for negroes.” cc A. lent) rendering 
perpetual ike relation between a negro and his mooter is 
no -wrong, but a rightA 

Then, in reply to some writer in the Tribune, who had 
asked, “Have they no souls?” ho says, "Tlioy may havo 
souls for aught he knew to the contrary; so may horses 
and hogs/’ Then, when somebody quotes the Biblo in 
behalf of tho rights of men, he answers: The Biblo 
has been vouchsafed to mankind for tho purpose of keeping 
us out of hell-fire ami gelling us into heaven by the mys¬ 
teries of faith and the inner life; not to teach us a govern¬ 
ment political economy,” <kc. 

Tho American Church repudiates (ho Christian religion 
when it comes to speak about the African. It does not 
apply the golden rule to tho slave. Tho “ servants” of the 
Aew Testament, in tho slave language, were ” slaves,” and 
Tic American Church commands them to bo obedient to 
tt.rir masters. There must be no marriage —the affectional 
and passional union of one man and ono woman for life— 
only transient concubinage. Marriage is inconsistent with 
Slavery, and tho slave wedlock in tho American Church is 
note Sacrament. “Manifest destiny” is tho cry of poli¬ 
ticians, and that demands Slavery: "tho will of God” is 
tho cry of the priests, and it demands tho same thing. I 
am not speaking of ministers of Christianity > they are 
vc ry different sort of men, and preach a very different creed 
from that—only of tho ministers in the churches of com¬ 
merce. According to tho popular theology of all Chris¬ 
tendom, Jesus Christ catnc. on earth to seek and to save that 
which is lost. The good physician does not go among tho 
whole, but among tho sick. If ho were to coino hero to 
seek to relievo the slave, tho leading raou in tho American 
denominations would tell him ho came before ho was called; 
he ran before ho was sent—that it was no mission from God 
to break a single American fetter, nor to let the oppressed, 
go free. Is not tho ‘‘Constitution” above “Conscience,” 
and the 'Fugitive Slave Bill more holy than the Bible? 
the Commissioner of more authority than Christ? 

“ O Faith of ChrSflitaras, tisou w.nuorfd thorn 

To wsel n» homo tho »ecss»g*> of despair? 

Then buut tho palm thy fi-retc to snit, 

0/ hluUH Uri a r.d dtribduUUiw 
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Such is flits aspect of America when the i\.'**nigrf*nt' comes 
near and looks the nation in the face. What a spectacle 
that- is to put alongside of the other ! Europe repudiates 
bondage—Scandinavia, Holland, E ranee, England. Since 
Britain emancipated her slaves, tho present Emperor of 
Russia has set free over sere?? irMlion of stares that be¬ 
longed to his own private domain, and established more 
than four thousand schools, free for those seven millions 
of emancipated slaves; and did ho not fear an outbreak 
in a country where “ revolution is endemic,” be would 
set free tho other five and thirty millions that occupy 
his soil to-day. And when he extends his territory, ho 
never extends the area of bondage, only the area of what 
in Russia is freedom. 

What a spectacle! A country reaching from sea to sen, 
from the gulf of tropic heat to .Lake Superior’s arctic cold, 
and not an inch of free soil ail the way ! Three millions 
of square miles, and not a foot where- a fugitive from 
Slavery can bo safe1 A democracy, and every eighth man. 
bought and sold! 

It is the richest nation in the world, after England; yet, 
we are so poor that every eight!? man is unable to say that 
ho owns the smallest finger on his feeblest hand. So poor 
are wo amid our riches, that every eighth woman r to such 
an extent n pauper that she does not own the baby she has 
borne into the world, nor even, the baby that she bears 
under her bosom ! IMateruity is put up at public vendue, 
and the auctioneer says, “Mo much for the mother and so 
much for tho hopes and expectations of another life that is 
to be born!” 

America calls herself {< the best educated nation in the 
world,” and yet, in fifteen democratic States, it is a felony 
by .statute to teach a child to know the three letters that 
spell “ God.” What a spectacle is that! 

Nor is that nil; but .able men, well-educated and well- 
endowed, come forward to teach us tint Slavery is uot only 
no evil, but is right as a principle, and is divine—is a part 
of the diviiio revelation which the great God miraculously 
made to man. What a spectacle ! 

Four hundred thousand immigrants conic- hero openly 
every year, and a thousand fugitives flee off by night, 
escaping from American despotism. They go by tho under- 
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ground railroad, shut up in boxes smaller than a coffin, or, 
as lately happened, riding through iho storms of ocean in 
tho fort;-chains of a packet ship, wet. by every dash of the 
sea, and frozen, by the winter's wind, lour- off in the South 
the spirit of freedom came in tho Northern blast to tho 
poor man, and mid to him, “It is better to enter into 
freedom halt and maimed rather than, having two bunds 
and two feet, to continue in bondage for ever; ” and he puts 
himself in the fore-chains of a packet ship, and, half frozen, 
with the loss of two of his limbs, he gets to the North, 
and thanks God that lie has got one hand and one foot to 
enter into freedom with. Alas! he is curried buck, 
halt and maimed, to die ; then lie goes from bondage to 
that other Commonwealth, where even the American slave 
is free from his master, and democrats “ cease from 
troubling.” 

America translates tho Bible—I am glad of it, and would 
give my mi to thereto—into a hundred and foriv-sovcn dif¬ 
ferent tongues, and sends missionaries all over tho world ; 
and hero at home jp*o fhran and a quarter millions of Ame¬ 
rican men who have no Bible, whose only missionary is iho 
overseer. 

In the Hali of independence, Judge Kune and Judge 
Grier hold their court. Two great official kidnappers of 
the middle Stales hold their slave-court in the very building 
where the Declaration of Independence, was decreed, was 
signed, and thence published to the world. What a spec¬ 
tacle it is! Wo though!, a little while ago, that Judge 
Jeffries was an historical liclion; that Seroggs was impos¬ 
sible. Wo did not think such, a tiling could exist. Jeffries 
is repeated in Philadelphia ; Scroggs is brought back to 
life in various Northern towns. What a spectacle is that 
for the Swiss, the Gorman, and the Scandinavian who come 
here! 

Do these immigrants love American Slavery ? The Ger¬ 
man, the Swiss, the Scandinavian hate it. I am sorry to 
say there is one class of men that come hero who love it; 
it is tho class most of all sinned against at home. "When 
tho Irishman comes to America, no takes ground against 
tho African, I. know there aro exceptions, and I would go 
far to honour them; but the Irish, as a body, oppose the 
emancipation of the blacks ns n body. Every sent that 
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comes from abroad numbers friends of freedom—except 
vha Catholic. Those who call themselves infidels from 
Germany do not range on the slave-holder’s side. I have 
known some men who take the ghastly and dreadful name 
of Atheists ; but they said, “ there is u law higher fhiui tho 
slave-holder's statute.” But do you know a Catholic priest 
that is opposed to Slavery ? I wish I did. There arc good 
things in the Catholic faith—tho Protestnqts hava not 
wholly outgrown it—not yet. I wish I could hear of a 
i ingle Oaihulie priest of any eminence who ever eared any¬ 
thing for tho freedom of die most oppressed men that are 
here in America. T have heard of none. 

Book a little closer. The great interests prized most 
in America are commerce and politics. The great civics 
are ihe head-quarters of these, too. Agriculture and tho 
mechanic arts, they are spread abroad all over the country. 
Commerce and jxdities predominate in tlio cities. Now 
York is the great metropolis of commerce; Washington of 
jxditic*. What have been the views of American commerce 
in respect to freedom ? It has Iveen against it, I am sorry 7 

in tii\V so. 

In Europe commerce is the ally of freedom, and has 
ixxni so far hack that the memory of man runs not to the 
contrary. In America, tho great commercial centres, 
ever since the Hcvolution, have been hostile to freedom, 
in Massachusetts we h-ave a few rich men friendly to 
freedom—they aro very few; tho greater part of even 
Massachusetts capital goes towards Ixmdagc — not towards 
freedom. In general, the great men of commerce are hos¬ 
tile to it. They want first money, next money, and money 
hu i of nil; fairly if we can get it—if not, unfairly. Hence tho 
commercial cities are the head-quarters of Slavery ; all the 
: mercantile capitols execute tho Fugitive Slave Bill — Phi¬ 
ladelphia, New York, Boston, Buffalo, Cincinnati—only 
small towns repudiate man-stealing. Tho Northern capi¬ 
talists lend monqy and iako slaves as collateral; they aro 
good security : you can realize on it any day. Tho 
Northern merchant takes slaves into his ships as merchan¬ 
dise. It- pays very well. If you take them on a foreign - 
voyage, it is “ piracy; ” but taken coastwise, tho domestic 
slave trade is a legal traffic. Ill 1852, a ship called tho 
” Edward Everett” made two voyages from Baltimore to 
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Hew Orleans, and each timeh. carried .-dares, onco twenty, 
once twelve. 

A sea captain in Massachusetts (old a story to a commis¬ 
sioner sent to look after tho Indians, which I nail tell you. 
Ho commanded a small hrig, which pliedbetween Carolina 
and tho Gulf States. “ One day, at Charleston/’ said he, 
“ a man came and brought to me an old negro Jaw. He 
was very old, and had fought in tho Revolution, and been 
v ;rv distinguished for bravery and other soldierly quali¬ 
ties. If ho had not "been a negro, he would havo become a 
captain at least, perhaps a colonel. Ilut, in. his old age, 
his- master found no use for him, and said ho could not 
afford' to keep him. no asked mo to take the revolutionary 
soldier and carry him South and soli him. I carried him," 
said tho man, “ to Mobile, and I tried to get ns good and 
kind a master for him as I could, for I didn’t like to sell a 
man that had fought for his country. I sold the old 
lutionary soldier for a hundred dollars to a citizen of Mobile, 
who raised poultry, and he set him to attend a hen-coop.’’ 
I suppose the South Carolina master drew tho pension rill 
tho soldier died. “ Why did you do such a thing- ?” said 
my friend, who was an anti-Slavory man. “ If i didn’t 
do it,” he replied, “I never could get a bale of cotton, nor 
a box of sugar, nor anything to curry from or to any 
Southern, port.” 

In politics, almost all leading men have l>ccn servants of 
Slavery. Three “major prophets’’ of the American Re¬ 
public have gone homo to render their account, where tho 
servant is free from his master and “ tho wicked cease from 
troubling/’ and tho “weary are at rest.” Clay, Calhoun, 
Webster; they were all prophets of Slavery against 
Freedom. Ho men of high political standing and in¬ 
fluence havo ever lived in this century who were sunk so 
deep in the mire of Slavery as they during the last twenty 
years. Ho political footprints havo sunk so deep into tho 
soil — their trades run towards bondage. Where they 
marched Slavery followed. 

Our Presidents must all ho pro-Slavcry men. John 
Quincy Adams even, tho only American thus far who in¬ 
herited a great namo and left it greater, ns President, did 
nothing against Slavery that has vet come to light; said 
nothing against it that lias yet come to light. The brave 
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old man, in lus latter days, stirred up the nobler nature 
that was in him, and amply repaid for tho sins of omission. 
But the other Presidents, a long lino of them—Jackson, 
Van Buren, Harrison (they nro growing smaller and 
smaller), Tyler, Polk, Taylor (who was a bravo, earin-M 
man, and hud a great deal of good in him—and now they 
begin to grow very rapidly small), Fillmore, Pierce—can 
you find a single breath of freedom in these men? Not 
oho. Tho last slave President, though his cradle was 
rocked in New Hampshire, is Texan in his latitude. He 
swears allegiance to Slavery in his inaugural address. 

Is there a breath of freedom in the great Federal offi¬ 
cers— secretaries, judges? Ask the, Cabinet; ask the 
Supreme Court; the Federal officers; they arc, almost 
without exception, servants of Slavery. Out of forty thou¬ 
sand government officers to-day, I think thirty-seven 
thousand nro strongly. pro-Slavery ; and of the three thou¬ 
sand who I think are at heart nnti-Slavery, we have yet 
to listen, long before wo shall hear the first anli-Slavery 
lisp. I have been listening ever since the 4th of March, 
1853, and have not heard a word yet. In the English 
Cabinet there arc various opinions on important matters; 
in America, they “arc a umtT a unit of bondage. Inllus- 
sia, a revolutionary man sometimes holds a high post and 
does great service; in America, none but- the servant of 
Slavery is fit for tho political functions of Democracy. I 
believe, in the United States, there is not a single editor 
holding a government office who says anything against the 
Nebraska Bill. They do not dare. Did a Whig office¬ 
holder oppose the Fugitive Slave Bill or its enforcement? 
I never heard of one. The day of office, like the day of 
bondage, “ takes off half a man’s manhood/’ and the other 
half it hides 1 A little while ago, an anli-Slavery man in 
Massachusetts carried a remonstrance against the Nebraska 
Bill, signed by almost every voter in his town, to the post¬ 
master, and asked him, “Will you sign it?” “No, I 
shan’t,” said he. “ Why not?” Before he answered, one 
of his neighbours said, “ Well, I would not sign it if I was 
he.” “Why not?” said the num. “Because if ho did, 
he would he turned out of office in twenty-four hours; the 
next-telegraph would do the business for him.” “Well,” 
said my friend, "if I held, an office on that condition, 1 
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would gel the biggest brass dog-collar X could find and put 
it around my neck, and have vay owner’}? name on it, in 
great, large letters, ; o that everybody might see whose dog 
I was.” 

In the individutd States, I think there is not a single 
nnti-Slnvery government. I believe Vermont is the only 
State that has an nnti-Slnvcry Supremo Court; and that 
is tho only State, -which lias not much concern in commerce 
or manufactures. It is a State of farmers. 

For a long time the American Government lias been 
controlled by Slavery. There is an old story told by the 
Hebrew rabbis, that before tho flood there was an enormous 
giant, called Gog. After tin flood had got into full lido 
of successful experiment, and everybody was drowned ex¬ 
cept those taken into the ark. Gog came striding along 
after Noah, feeling his way with a cane as long as a mast 
of the “ Great Republic.” The waters-had only just come 
up to Iris girdle. It was then over the hill tops, and was 
still rising--raining night and day. The giant hailed tho 
Patriarch. Noah put his head out of the window and said, 
” Who is there ?” " It is I,” said Gog. " Take us in ; it 
is wet outside! ” ” No,” said Noah, ” you’re too big ; no 

room. Besides, you’.re a bad character. You would bo a 
vary dangerous passenger, and would make trouble in tlic 
ark ; I sluul - at take you and ho clapped to thr. window. 
” Go to thunder,” said Gog : “I will ride after all; ” and 
he strode after him, wading through tho waters and keep¬ 
ing out of tho deep holes, and mounting on the top of the 
ark, with one leg over the larboard and the other over the 
starboard side, steered it just ns he pleased, and made it 
rough weather inside. Now, in making the Constitution, 
wo did not care to take in Slavery in express terms. It 
looked ugly. So it got on the top astride, and it steers us 
just where it pleases. 

The slave power controls the President, and fills all tho 
offices. Out of the twelve elected Presidents, four have 
been from the North, and tho last of them might just ns 
well Imre been taken by lot at the South anywhere. Mr. 
Pierce, I just now stud, was Texan in his latitude. His 
conscience is Texan; only his cradle was Now Hampshire. 
Of the nine Judges of the Supremo Court, five are from the 
slave States—the Chief Justice from the slave States. A 
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part of tho Cabinet axe from tho North—I forget how many; 
it makes no cliiieren.ee ; 1'iicy are all of the same Southern 
complexion ; and tho man that was taken from the farthest 
north, Caleb Cushing, I think is most Southern in his 
Slavery proclivities. 

Tho nation fluctuates in its policy. Now it is for 
internal improvements: then it is against them. Now 
it is for a bank; then a bank is unconstitutional. Now 
.it; is for free-trade; then for protection.; then for frec- 
trado again — protection is altogether unconstitutional. 
Mr. Calhoun turns clear round. When tho North went 
for free-tnido and grew rich by that, Calhoun did not like 
it, and wanted protection. lie thought tho South would 
grow rich by it. And when tho North grew* riely under 
protection, ho turned round to frce-trudo again. Now tho 
nation is for giving away tho public lands. Sixteen mil¬ 
lions of aerosol “swamp*lands” arc given, within seven, 
years, to States. Twenty-firs millions of the public lauds 
are given away gratuitously to soldiers—six millions in u 
single year. Forty-seven millions of tho public hauls to 
seventeen States for schools, colleges, Ac. Forty-seven 
thousand acres for deaf and dumb asylums. And look; 
just now it changes its policy, and Mr. Fierce is opposed to 
granting any land—it is not constitutional—to Miss Bix, 
to make the insane sober, and bring them, to their tight 
minds. Ho may have a private reason for keeping the 
people in a elate ot crmdness, for aught X know. 

Tho public policy changes in these matters. It never 
changes in respect to Slavery. Bo tho Whigs in power. 
Slavery is Whigbo tho Deraourris, it is Democratic. At 
first, Slavery was an exceptional measure, and men tried to 
apologue for it and excuse it. Now it is a normal prin¬ 
ciple, and tho institution must ho defended, and enlarged. 

Commercial men must bo moved, I suppose, by commer¬ 
cial arguments. Look, then,'at ibis statement of facts. 

Slavery is unprofitable for tho people. America is poorer 
for Slavery. I am speaking in tho great- focus of American 
commerce—tho third city for population and riches in tho 
Christian world. Lot mo, therefore, talk about dollars. 
America, I say, is poorer for Slavery. If tho three and a 
quarter millions of slaves were freemen, how much, richer 
would she bo ? There is no State in the Union but it 
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is poorer for Slavery. It is a bad tool to work with. :i 
Tl.ro educated freemen is the best working power in tho 
world. 

Compare tho North with the South, and goo what u dif¬ 
ference! in riches, comfort, education. Sco tho superiority 
of thu North. But tho South started with even' advantage 
:f nature—soil, climate, everything. To make tho ease 
plainer, let mo take two great States, Virgin in and Now 
York. Compare thorn together. 

In geographical position Virginia has every advantage 
over New York. Almost everything that will grow in tho 
pinion will grow somewhere in Virginia, save sugar. Tho 
largest slups can sail up tho Potomac a hundred miles, a*, 
fur as Alexandria. The Rappahannock, York, James, are 
all navigable rivers. Tho Ohio flanks Virginia more than 
three hundred miles. Them is sixty miles of navigation, 
on tho Kanawha, Now York has a single navigable stream 
with not a hundred and fifty miles of navigation from 
Troy to tho ocean, Virginia has the best, harbour on 
the Atlantic coast-, and several smaller ones. Your 
State has but a single maritime port. Virginia abounds 
in water-power for mills. I stood once on the steps of 
tho capitei at Washington, and within six miles of me, 
under my eyes, there was a water-power greater than 
that which turns tho mills of I^iwrcnco, Lowell, and Man¬ 
chester, all put together. In 1836 it did not turn a wheel; 
non', I am told, it drives a grist mill. No State is so 
rich in water-power. Too AUoglumies are n groat water¬ 
shed, and at the caves tho streams rush forward a*. if 
impatient to turn mills. Now York has got very littlo 
water-power of this sort. Virginia is full of minerals—• 
coal, iron, load, copper, salt. Hot agricultural resources 
urn immense. What timber clothes her mountains 1 what 
a soil for Indian com, wheat, tobacco, rice 1 oven cotton 
grows in tho southern part. Washington said tho central 
counties of Virginia wore- tho best land in tho United 
States. Daniel Webster, reporting to Virginians of his 
European tour, said ho saw no lands in Europe so good as 
tho valioy of tho Shenandoah, Virginia is rich in mountain 
pastures favourable to sheep and horned cattle. ' Nature 
gives Virginia everything that can bo asked of nature, 
what a position for agriculture, manufacture®, mining, 
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commerce ! Norfolk is a hundred miks nearer Chicago 
than New York ia, but she lias no intercourse with Chicago. 
It ia three hundred miles nearer the mouth of t.ho Ohio; 
hut if a Norfolk man wants to go to Sv. Louis, I believe 
his quickest way lies through New York. It is not a 
day’s sail farther from Liverpool; it is nearer to the 
Mediterranean and South American points. But what is 
Norfolk, with her 23,000 tons of shipping and her 14,000 
population ? 'What ia Richmond, with her 27,000 men— 
10,000 of them slaves ? Nay, what is Virginia itself, the. 
very oldest State? Let me cipher out «omo numerical 
details. 

Iti 1700 she had 748,000 inhabitants; now she 1ms 
1,421,000. She has not doubled in sixty years. In 
1700 New York hud 340,000 ; now she has 3,048,000. 
She has multiplied her population almost ten times. In 
Virginia, in i860, there were only 452,000 more freemen 
t-L.m sixty years before; in New York, there were 2,724,000 
mere freemen than there were in 1700. There arc only 
105,000 dwellings in Virginia; 403,000 in New York. 
Then the Virginia farms were worth §210,000,000. yours 
$554,000,000; Virginia is wholly agricultural, while you 
are all-) manufacturing and commercial. Her farm tools 
were worth $7,000,000; yours $22,000,000. Her cattle 
$33,000,000 ; yours $73,000,000. ’The orchard pro¬ 
ducts of Virginia were worth $177,000; of New "York 
$1,702,000. Virginia had 478 miles of railroad; you had 
1,820 miles. She had 74,000 tons of shipping; you had 
942,000. The value of her cotton factories was not 
two millions; the value of yours was four and a quarter 
millions. She produced $841,000 worth of woollen goods; 
you produced $7,030,000. Her furnaces produced two 
millions and a half; yours produced eight millions. Her 
tanneries $894,000; yours $9,804,000. ■ All of her manufac¬ 
tures together were not worth $9,000,000; those of the city 
of New York alone have an annual value of $105,000,000. 
Her attendance at school was 109,000 ; yours 693,000. 

But there is one thing in which Virginia is far in 
advance of you. Of native Virginians, over twenty years 
old, who could not read tho name of “Christ" nor the 
word “ God"—free white people who cannot spell democrat 
—there were 87,383. That is, out of every five hundred 
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free white persons, there wore one hundred and five that 
could not spell B inner.. In New York ihere tiro 30,670—- 
no more; so that, out of five hundred persons, there are six 
that cannot read and write. Virginia is advancing rapidly 
upon you in this respect. In 16-1.0 she had only 66,787 
adults that could not read and write; now 28,698 more. 
So, you sec, she is advancing. 

Virginia has 87 newspapers; New York 428. Tho 
Virginia newspaper circulation is 89,000; New York news¬ 
paper circulation is 1,622,000. Tho Tribune —and I think 
it is tho best paper there is in the world—has an aggre¬ 
gate circulation of 11.0,000; 20,Out! more than all tho 
newspapers of Virginia! Virginia prints every year 
9,000,000 of copies of newspapers, nil told. New York 
prints 115,000,000. The Now York Tribune prints 
15,000,000—more than the wholo state of Virginia put 
together. Such is tho state of tilings counted in the 
gross, but I think the New York quality is as much bettor 
as the quantity is more. 

Virginia has 88,000 books in libraries not private. New 
York 1,780,000; n little more than twenty times as much. 
Virginia exports 453,500,000; New York $53,000,000. 
Virginia imports $428,000; New York $111,000,000. 
But in one article oi export she is in advance of you—»ho 
sends to the man-markets of tho South about $1.0,000,000 
or $12,000,000 worth of her children every year; exports 
slaves! The value of all the property real and personal 
in the State of Virginia, including slaves, is $430,701,882; 
of New York $1,080,000,000, without estimating tho 
value of the men who uwn it. Virginia has got. 472,628 
slaves. I will estimate them at less :han tho market 
value—at $400 each; they come to $189,000,000. I 
subtract the value of the working people of Virginia, 
and she. is worth not quite $242,000,000, Now, tho State 
of New York might buy up all the property of Virginia, 
including the slaves, and still have $849,000,000 left; 
might buy up all tho real and personal property of 
Virginia, except the working-men, and have $838,000,000 
left. Tho North appropriates the rivers, the mines, tho 
harbours, tho forests, fire and water—tho South kidnaps 
men. Behold the commercial result. 

Virginia is a great State—very great! You don’t know 
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how great it is. I will read it to you presently- Things 
are great and small, by comparison. 1 am quoting again 
from the Richmond Examiner (March 24th., ISM). 
“Virginia, in this confederacy is the impersonation of 
the Yfidbborn, well-educated, well-bred aristocrat" [well¬ 
born, while the children.of Jefferson and. the only children 
of.Madison are a “connecting link between the human 
and brute creation well-educated, with 21 per cent, of 
her white adults unnble to read the vote they cast against 
the unalienable rights of man ; well-bred, when her great 
product for exportation is—the children of her own loins l 
Blavory is a “ pa trial dial institution the Democratic 
Abrahams of Virginia do not offer up their Isaacs to the 
Lord; that would be a sacrifice, they only sell lhem. So) ; 
“ she looks down from her elevated pedestal upon her par¬ 
venu, ignorant, mendacious Yankee viliners, as coldly and 
eulndy as a marble statue; occasionally »h« condescends to 
.recognise the existence of her adversaries at the very 
moment when she crushes thorn. But “bn does it without 
anger, and with no more hatred of them than the gardener 
feels towards the insects which lie finds it necessary occa- 
tnomvlly to destroy." “ She feck that she ia tho sword 
and buckler of tho South-—that it is her influence which 
has so frequently defeated and driven back in dismay tho 
Abolition party when flushed by temporary victory. Brave, 
calm and determined, wise in times of excitement, always 
true to the skive power, never rush or indiscreet, the waves 
of Northern fanaticism burst harmless at tier feet; tho 
contempt for her Northern revilers is tho result of her 
consciousness of her influence- in, the political world. She 
makes and unmakes Presidents ; she dictates her terms to 
ike A or them Democracy, and they obey her. She selects 
from among the faithful of the North a man upon whom 
she can rely, and she makes him President [This latter 
is true ? The opinion of Jiichmond is of more might 
than tho opinion of New York. Shivery, the political Gog 
on the outside, steers the nrk of commercial Noah, and 
makes it rougher smooth weather inside, just as ho likes.) 

“ In tho early days of tho Nopublic, the superior saga¬ 
city of her statesmen enabled them to rivet so firmly the 
shackles of tho slave, that the Abolitionists unit never be 
able to unloose them.” 
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<f A wide and irnpnssablo gulf separates tho soldo, proud, 
glorious Old Dominion from her Northern irad'acera ; tho 
mastiff daru not- willingly assail tho skunk!” " 'When 

Virginia takes the field, she crushes the whole Abolition, 
party; hor slaughter is wholesale, and a hundred thousand 
Abolitionists arc cut down when she issues her commandsl” 

Again (April 4th, 1854), " A hundred Southern gen- 
demon, armed with riding-whips, could chase an army of 
invading Abolitionists into tho Atlantic.” 

In reference to tho project at- tho North of sending 
Northern Abolitionists along with tho' Northern slave- 
breeders to Nebraska, to put freedom into the soil before 
Slavery gets there, tho Examiner says:— a Why, a hundred 
wild, kmk , h a If- horse, half-alligator Missouri and Arkansas 
emigrants would, if so disposed, chase out of Nebraska and 
Kansas all the Abolitionists who have figured for the last 
twenty years at anti-Slavcry meetings.” 

I gay Slavery is not profitable for tho nation, nor for a 
State, but it is profitable for slave-owners. You will see 
why. If the Northern capitalist owned tho weavers and 
spinners at Lowell and Lawrence, New England would bo 
poorer, and tho working-men would not- bo so well off, or 
so well-educated; but t/ndorshot- and Overshot, Turbine 
Brothers, Spindle and Co., would bo richer, and would get 
larger dividends. Land monopoly in England enfeebles 
tho island, but enriches the aristocracy. How* poor, ill-fed, 
and ill-clad were the French peasants before tho Involu¬ 
tion ; how c.'Stly was tho chateau of the noble. Monopoly 
was bad for the people ; profitable for the inch mem How 
poor are the people in Italy; how- rich the Cardinals 
and the Pope. Oppression enriches the oppressor ; it 
makes poorer tho down-trodden. Piracy is very costly to 
the merchant and to mankind ; but it enriches tho pirate. 
Slavery impoverishes Virginia, but it enriches tho master. 
It gives him money—commercial power*—office—political 
power. Tho slave-holder is drawn in his triumphal chariot 
by two chattels : one, the poor black man, whom he '* owns 
legally tho other is the poor white man, whom ho owns 
morally, and harnesses to Isis chariot. Hence these 
American lords of tho lush clcavo to this institution.—they 
love it. To the- slave-holders, Slavery is money and power l 
Now tho South, weak in numbers, feeble in respect to 
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money, lias continually directed the politics of America, 
just as sho would. Her ignorance and poverty wero more 
efficacious than the Northern riches and education. She is in 
earnest for Slavery ; the North not in earnest for Freedom! 
only earnest for money. So long as the Federal Govern¬ 
ment grinds the axes of the Northern merchant, ho cares 
little whether the stone is turned by the free man's labour 
or the afavo’s. Hence, the great centre's of Northern 
commerce and manufactures ara also the great centres of 
pro-Slavery politics. Philadelphia, New York, Boston, 

Buffalo, Cincinnati, they all liked the Fugitive Slave Bill; 
all took pains to seize the fugitive who fled to a Northern 
altar for freedom; ruy, tho most conspicuous clergymen in 
those cities became apostles of kidnapping; their churches 
wero of commerce, not Christianity. The North yielded 
to that last most insolent demand. Under the influence 
of that excitement she chose the present Administration, 
the present Congress. Now see the result! Whig and 
Democrat meet on tho same platform at Baltimore, It 
was tho platform of Slavery. Both candidates gave in 
their allegiance to the same measure—Scott and Pierce— 
it was tho measure which compromised the first principles 
of tho American Independence—they were sworn on the 
Fugitive Slave Bill. Whig and Democrat laiow no 
“ higher law,” pnly tho statute of slave-holders. Con¬ 
science bent down Wore tho Constitution. What sort of 
a government can you expect from such conduct! "What 
representatives ! 3 usfc what you have got. Sov tho wind, 
will you ? then reap the whirlwind. Mr. Pic me said in 
his inaugural, fC I. believe that involuntary servitude is 
recognised by tho Constitution“that it stands like 
any other admitted right. I hold that the compromise 
measures (i.e., the Fugitive Slave Bill} aro strictly consti¬ 
tutional, and to be unhesitatingly carried into effects Tho 
laws to secure tho master’s right to capture a man in the 
free States u should be respected and obeyed, not with a 
reluctance encouraged by abstract opinions as to their pro¬ 
priety in a different state of society, but cheerfully and 
according \o flic decision of the tribunal to which their 
exposition belongs.” These words were historical — re¬ 
miniscences of tho time when K no higher law” was the 
watchword of tho American State and the American 
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Church ; they were prophetic —ominous of what wo see 
to-day. 

I. Here is the Gadsden Treaty which has been nego¬ 
tiated. How bad it is I cannot «ay : only this. If I am 
riglifiy informed* a tract of 30,000,000 acres, larger than: 
all Virginia, is “ rc-annexed" to the slave soil which the 
" flag of our Union" already waves over. The whole 
thing, when it is fairly understood by the public, I think 
will bo scan to be a mom iniquitous matter than this 
Nebraska wickedness. 

II. Then comes the Nebraska Bill, yet to be consum¬ 
mated. 'While we arc silling hern in cold debate, it may 
be the measure hoe passed. From the beginning I have 
never laid any doubts that it would pass ; if it could not 
be put through this session—as I thought it would—I felt 
sure that before this Congress goes out of office, Nebraska 
would be slave soil. You see what a majority them was 
in the Senate; you see what a majority there is in the 
House. I know them is an opposition—and most bril¬ 
liantly conducted, too, by the few faithful men; but aeu 
this: the Administration has yet three years to run. There 
is an annual income of sixty millions of dollars. Them are 
forty thousand offices to l>e disposed of—four thousand very 
valuable. And do you think that a Democratic Adminis¬ 
tration, with that amount of offices, of money and time, 
cannot buy up Northern doughfaces enough to carry any 
measure it pleases ? I know better. Once I though! that 
Texas could not bo annexed. It was done. I lout nod 
wisdom Bern that. I lmvo taken mv counsel of my fears. 
I have not seen any barrier on which the North would, rally 
that, we have come, to yet. There are some things behind 
us* John Randolph said, years ago, "Wo will drive you 
from pillar to post, back, back, back." He has been as 
good as his word. We have been driven "back, back, 
back." But wo cannot bo driven much farther. There is 
a spot where we shall stop. I am afraid we have not come 
to it yet. I will say no more about it just now—because, 
not many weeks ago, I stood hero and said a great deal. 
You have listened to me when I was feeble and hollow- 
voiced ; I will not tax your patience now, tor in this, as in 
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a celebrated feast- of old, they havo “ kept tbo good wino 
until now !” (alluding to Garrison and Phillips, who were 
to follow). 

If ihe Nebraska Bill is defeated, I shall rejoico that 
iniquity is foiled onco more. But if it hecoino a law— 
there are some things which seem probable. 

1. On the 4th of' March, 1S5G, tho democrats will have 
icove to withdraw from office. 

2. Every Northern man who lias taken a prominent stand 
in behalf of Slavery will bo polilicuUtj ruined. You know 
what befell the Northern politicians who voted for tho 
Missouri Compromise; a similar fate hangs over the men 
who enslave Nebraska. Already, Mr. Everett is, theo¬ 
logically speaking, among the lost ; and, of all the threo 
thousand New England ministers whoso petition ho dared 
not present, not one will ever pray for his political sal¬ 
vation. 

Pause with me and drop a tear over tho ruin of Edward 
Everett, a man of large talents and commensurate industry, 
very learned, the most scholarly man, perhaps, in tho 
country, with a persuasive beauty of speech only equalled 
by this American (Mr. Phillips), who surpasses him; ho 
has had a' long career of public service, public honour— 
Clergyman, Professor, Editor, Bcpresentativc, Governor, 
Ambassador, President of Harvard College, alike tho orna¬ 
ment as tho auxiliary of many a learned society—ho yet 
comes to such mu end. 

, u This is ilia Mate of man : to-day, ho put* forth 
Tho tender leaves of hope ; to-morrow, blossoms, 

Ami bears hi* blushing honours thick upon him ; 

The third day conics a frost, AYbroxVa's frost; 

And, when he thinks, (food easy man, fail sandy. 

Jib (free.!ness is n ripi-ninp, nips ids root, 

And then ho foils-." 

i "Oh, how wretched 

Is that poor man that hang* on public favours! 

Them is betwixt that smile hr. would aspire to, 

That sweet aspect of voters, and their ruin, 

Horn panjpt and fears than war* or women have; 

And when ho falls, ho fells like Lucifer, 

Kever to hope again!" 

Mr. Douglas also is finished ; tho success of his measure 
is his own defeat Mr. Pierce has threo short years to 
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serve; then there will be ono more ex-Presidont—ranking 
with Tyler and Fillmore. Mr. Seward need not agitate, 

-“ Lei it work, 

For 'tis tho sport to havo tho engineer 
Hoist with his own petard.” 

HI. The next thing is tho enslavement of Cuba. That 
is a very serious matter. It has been desired a long time. 
Lopez, a Spanish fillibuster, undertook it and was legally 
put to death. I am not an advocate for tho garrotc, but 1 
think, all things taken into consideration, that lie did not 
meet with a veiy inadequate mode of death : and I believe 
that is tho general opinion, not only in Cuba, but in tho 
United States. But Young America is not content with 
that. Mr. Bean, a little while ago, in the House, proposed 
to repeal tho neut i ality laws—to set fiilibustorisni on its 
legs again. You remember tho President’s message about 
tho “Black Warrior”—how black warrior like it was; and 
then comes the “unanimous resolution” of tho Louisiana 
legislature asking the United States to interfere and declnro 
war, in case Cuba should undertake to emancipate her 
slaves. Senator Slidell’s speech is still tingling in our 
ears, asking the Government to repeal the neutrality laws 
and allow every pirate who pleases to land in Cuba and 
burn and destroy. You know Mr. Soule's conduct in 
Madrid. It is rumoured that he has been authorized to 
offer §250,000,000 for Cuba. The sum is enormous; but, 
when you consider the character of this Administration 
and the Inaugural of President Pierce, tho unscrupulous 
abuse made of public money, I do not think it is a very 
extraordinary supposition. 

But this matter of getting possession of Cuba is some¬ 
thing dangerous as well ns diflicult. There are three con¬ 
ceivable ways of getting it: ono is by buying , and that I 
tako it is wholly out of tho question. If I am rightly 
informed, there is a certain Spanish debt owing to English¬ 
men, and that Cuba is somehow pledget! as a sort of col¬ 
lateral security for tho Spanish bonds. I tako it for 
granted that Cuba is not to he bought for many years 
without tho interference of England, and depend upon it 
England will not allow it to ho sold for the establishment 
of Slavery ; for I think it is pretty well understood by poli- 
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ticions that there is a regular agreement entered into 
between Spain on one- side and England on the other, 
that at a ce-iinn period within twenty-five years every 
slave in Cuba shall be set free. I believe this is known 
to men somewhat versed in the secret history of the two 
cabinets of England and of Spain. England Inis the same 
wish for land which fires our Anglo-Saxon blood. She 
has islands in tho West Indies; the Morro in Cuba is only 
100 miles from Jamaica. If we get Cuba for Slavery, we 
diall next want the -British West Indies for tho same 
institution. Cuba filled with filibusters would bo a dan¬ 
gerous neighbour. 

Then there are two other ways: one is by fillibusterism; 
and that Mr. Slidell and Mr. Bean want to try; tho other 
is by open war. Now, fillibusterism will lead to open war, 
so I will consider only this issue. 

I know that Americans will fight more desperately, per¬ 
haps, on land or sea, than any other people. But fighting 
is an ugly business, especially with such antagonists as wo 
shall have in this case. It is a matter well understood that 
the Captain-General of Cuba has a paper in lm pos¬ 
session authorizing him discretionally to free the sU'vc* 
and put arms in their hands whenever it is thought 
necessary. It is rather difficult, to get at the exact sta¬ 
tistics of Cuba. „ There has been no census since 1842, I 
think, when tho population was estimated at a million. I 
will reckon it now at 1,800,000—700,000 blacks, and 
000,000 whites. Of tho 700,000 blacks, half a million arc 
slaves and two hundred thousand free men. Now, a black 
free man in Cuba is a very different person from the black 
free man in tho United States. He has rights. Ho is not 
turned out of the omnibus nor the meeting house nor the 
graveyard. He is respected by the law ; he respects him¬ 
self, and is a formidable person; let the blacks bo fur¬ 
nished with arms, they are formidable foes. And remem¬ 
ber there arc mountain fastnesses in the centre of tho 
island; that it is ns defensible as St. Domingo ; and it 1ms 
a very unhealthy climate for Northern men. Tho Spaniard 
would have great allies. The vomito is there; typhoid, 
dysentery, yellow fever—the worst of all—is there. A 
Northern army oven of filibusters would fight against tho 
most dreadful odds. “ The Lord from on high," ns tho 
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old Hebrew would say, would fight against the Northern 
men; the pestilence that swept off Sennacherib’s host would 
not respect the fillibuster. 

That is not all. What sort of a navy has Spain ? One 
hundred and seventy-nine ships of war! They are small 
mostly, but they carry over 1,400 cannon and 24,000 men 
—15,000 marines and 9,000 sailors. The United States 
has seventy-five ships of war ; 2,200 cannon, 14,000 men— 
large ships, heavy cannon. That is not all. Spaniards 
fight desperately. A Spanish urmada I would not be very 
much afraid of; but Spain will issue letters of marque, 
and a Portuguese or Spanish pirate is rather an uncom¬ 
fortable being to meet. Our commerce is spread all over 
the seas; there is no mercantile marine so unprotected os 
ours. Our ships do not carry muskets, still less cannon, 
since pirates have been swept off the sea. Let Spain issue 
letters of marque, England winking at it, and Algerine 
pirates from out the Barbary States of Africa and other 
pirates from the Brazilian, Mexican, and the West Indian 
ports, would prowl about the coast of the Mediterranean 
and over all the bosom of the Atlantic; and then where 
would he our commerce ? The S.mth has nothing to fear 
from that. She has got no shipping. Yes, Norfolk has 
23,000 tons. The South is not afraid. The North has 
nearly four million tons of shipping. But touch the com¬ 
merce of a Northern man and you touch his heart. 

England lias conceded to us ns a measure just what we 
asked. We have always declared “ free ships make free 
goods.” England said u enemies’ goods make enemies* 
ships.” Now she has not affirmed our principle; she has 
assented to our measure. That is all you can expect her 
to do. But, if we repeal our neutrality laws and seek to 
get Cuba in order to establish Slavery there, endangering 
the interests of England, and the freedom of her coloured 
citizens, depend upon it England will not suffer this to be 
dono without herself interfering. If she is so deeply im¬ 
mersed in European wars that she cannot interfere directly, 
she will indirectly. But I have not thought that England 
and France aro io bo much engaged in a European war. 
I suppose the intention of the American Cabinet is to seize 
Cuba as soon as the British and Prussians are fairly fighting, 
thinking that England will not interfere. But in “ this 
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war of cider son s'’ which now goes on for tho dismember¬ 
ment of Turkey, it in not so clear that England will bo so 
deeply engaged that she cannot attend to her domestic 
affairs, or the interest of her West Indies. I think these 
powers are going to divide Turkey between them, but I 
no not believe they nro going to do much fighting there. 
If .wo nro bent on seizing Cuba, a long and ruinous fight 
is a thing that ought to enter into men's calculations. 
Now, let such a naval warfare take place, and how will 
your insurance stock look in New York, Philadelphia, und 
Boston? How will your merchants lock when reports 
come one after another that your ships are carried in as 
prizes by Spain, or sunk on tho ocean after they havo 
been plundered? I speak in tho great commercial metro¬ 
polis of America, I wish these things to bo seriously con¬ 
sidered by Northern men. Though I would not fear a 
naval war, let the Northern men look out for their own 
ships. But here is a matter which tho South might think 
of. In case of foreign war. the North will not be tho 
battle-field. An invading army would attack the South. 
Who would defend it—the local militia, tho “chivalry” of 
South Carolina, tho “gentlemen” of Virginia, who are to 
slaughter 100,000 Abolitionists in a clay ? Let an army 
set foot on Southern soil, with a few black regimen!#; let 
the comiuandorblfer freedom to ail the. slaves and put arms 
in their hands; let him ask them to burr houses and butcher 
men; and there would bo a state of things not quite so 
pleasant for gentlemen of the South to look at. “ They 
that laughed at the grovelling worm and trod on him may 
cry and howl when they sec the stoop of the flying and 
fiery-mouthed dragon !” Now, there is only one opinion 
about tho valour of President Pierce. Like’ the sword of 
Hudibras, it cut into itself, 

-“ for lack 

Of other stuff to hew tnid hack," 

But would he like to stand with such a tiro in his rear? 
Set a house on fire by hot shot, and you don't know how 
muck of it will burn down . 

IV. Well, if Nebraska is made a slnvj territory, as I 
suppose it will be, tho next thing is tho possession of 
Cuba. Then tho war against Spain will como, os I think, 
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inevitably. But even if wo don’t get Cuba. Slavery must 
be extended to other parts of the Union. This may bo 
done judicially hy the Supreme Court—one of the powerful 
agents to destroy local self-government and legalize cen¬ 
tralization ; or legislatively by Congress. Already Slavery 
is established in California. An attempt, you know, was 
made to establish it in Illinois. Senator Toombs, the other 
day, boasted to John 1\ Hale, that it would “not bo long 
before the slave-holder would sit down at tho foot of Bunker 
Hill monument with his slaves." You and I may live to 
sec it—at least to see tho attempt made. A .writer in u 
prominent Southern journal, tho Charleston 'Courier (of 
March 16, ISol), declares “that domestic Slavery is a 
constitutional institution, and cannot bo prohibited in a 
territory by either territorial or congressional legislation. 
It is recognised by the Constitution as an existing and 
lawful institution . . and by the recognition and establish¬ 
ment of Slavery eo. nomine in the uistrict of Columbia, 
under tho constitutional provision for tho acquisition of 
and exclusive legislation over such a copitoli.no district; 
and by that clause also which declares that the citizcfrj of 
each lOtatc shall be entitled to ail tho privileges and immu¬ 
nities of citizens in tho several States." “The citizens of 
any Slate . . cannot be constitutionally denied the equal 
right . . of sojourning or seltling . . with their man ser¬ 
vants and maid servants . . in any portion of the wide¬ 
spread Canaan which tho Lord their God hath given 
them, there to dwell unmolested in person or moi'KitTY." 
Admirable exposition of tho Constitution! Tho free black 
man must bo shut up in gaol if ho goes from Boston in a 
ship tc Charleston, but tho slave-holder may bring his 
slaves to Massachusetts and dwell there unmolested with his 
property in men. South Carolina has a white population 
of 27-1,567 persons, considerably less than half tho popula¬ 
tion of this city. But, if South Carolina says to the State 
of New York, with three million men in it, let us bring 
our slaves to New Yorlc, what will the “ Hards," and the 
“Softs," and tho “Silver Greys" answer? Gentlemen, 
we shall hear what wc shall hear. I fear not an office¬ 
holder of any nolo would oppose tho measure. It might 
be carried with tho present Supremo Court, or Congress, I 
make no doubt. 
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But this is not the end. After the Gadsden Treaty, 
tho enslavement of Nebraska, tlio extension of Slavery to 
the free States., the seizure of Cuba, with other islnnuB— 
San. Domingo, Ac.— there is one step more — the uk-es- 
TAIiLISHMEXT 05 THE AFRICAN Sl-AYE-TltADK. 

A recent number of tlio Southern Standard tints develops 
the thought: " With firmness and judgment we. can open 
up the African slave emigration again to people the whole 
region of the tropics. Wo can ^oldly defend this upon 
the most enlarged system of philanthropy. It is far better 
for the wild races of Africa themselves.” “ The good old 
Las Casas, in 1519, was the first to advise Spain to import 
Africans to her colonies. . . Experience has shown his 
scheme was founded in wise ami Christian philanthropy. . . 
The time is coming when we will boldly defend this emi¬ 
gration [kidnapping men in Africa and selling them in the 
Christian .Republic] before the world. The hypocritical 
cant and whining morality of the latter-day saints will die 
away before tho majesty of commerce. . . We have too 
long been governed by psalm-singing schoolmasters from 
tho North. . . Tho folly commenced in our own govern¬ 
ment uniting with Great Britain to declare slave-importing 
piracy.” . . “ A general rupture in Europe would force 
upon us tho undisputed sway of tho Gulf of Mexico and 
the West Indies. . , With Cuba and St. Domingo, wo 
could control tho . . power of the world. Our true policy 
is to look to Brazil ns tho next great slave power. . . A 
treaty of commerce and alliance with Brazil will give us 
the control over tho Gulf of Mexico and its border coun¬ 
tries, together with the islands; and the consequence of this 
will place African Slavery beyond tho reach of fanaticism at 
homo or abroad. These tw j great slave powers . . ought 
to guard and strengthen thr ir mutual interests. . . Wo can 
not only preserve domestic, servitude, but wo can defy the 
power of tho world.” . . “ The time will como that all tho 
islands and regions suited to African Slavery, between us 
and Brazil, will fall under tho control of these two powers. 
. . In a few years there will bo no investment for tho 
$200,000,000 . . so profitable . . ns tho development . . of 
the tropical regions” [that is, ns tho African slave-trade]. 
, , " If tho slaveholding race in these States are but true 
to themselves, they have a great destiny before them.” 
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Now, gentlemen and Indies, who is to blame that things 
have come to such a pass as this? The South and the 
North; hut the North much more than the South,—very 
much more. Gentlemen, we let Gog get upon the Ark ; 
wo took pay for his passage . Our most prominent men in 
Church and State have sworn all- .glance to Gog. But tluh 
is not always to last; there is a day after to-day—a for¬ 
ever behind each to-day. 

The North ought to have fought Slavery at the adoption 
of the Constitution, and at every step since; after tho 
battle was lost then, we should havo resisted each successive 
step of the slave power. But wo havo yielded— yielded 
continually. We made no fight over tfie annexation of 
slave territory, the admission of slave Suites. We should 
havo rent the Union into the primitive townships .sooner 
than consent to the Fugitive Slave Bilk But as wo failed 
to fight manfully then, I never thought the North would 
rally on the Missouri Compromise line. I rejoice at the 
display of indignation 1 witness here and elsewhere. 
For once New' York appears more moral than Bos¬ 
ton. I thank you for it. A meeting is called in the Park 
to-morrow. It is high time. But I doubt that the North 
will yet Killy arid defend the line drawn in 1820. But 
there are two lines of defence where the nation will pause, 
I think—tho occupation of Cuba , with its war so destruc¬ 
tive to Northern ships; and tho restoration of the African 
slave-trade. Tho slave-breeding States, Maryland, Virginia, 
Kentucky, Tv, nnessee, Missouri, will oppose that; for, if the 
Gulf States, and tho future tropical territories can import 
Africans at $100 a head, depend upon it, that will spoil tiro 
market for the slave-breeders of America. And, gentle¬ 
men, if Virginia cannot sell her own children, how will this 

well-born, well-educated, well-bred aristocrat ” look down 
on tho poor and ignorant Yankee! No, gentlemen, this 
iniquity is not to last for ever. A certain amount of force 
will compress a cubic foot of water into nine-tenths of its 
natural sue; but the weight of the whole earth cannot make 
it any smaller. Even the North is not infinitely compres¬ 
sible. When atom touches atom, you may take off tho 
screws. 

Things cannot continue long in this condition. Every 
triumph of Slavery is a day’s march toivarda its ruin. 
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There is no higher law, is there P Ho takc-tli the wise 
in their owncrfdline&s, the council of the wicked is carried " 
—ay, but it is carried headlong. 

Only ace what a change has been coming over our spirit 
just now. Three years ago, Isaiah Jtyndcrs ami Hi rum 
Ketchum domineered over Hew York; and those gentle¬ 
men who are to follow me, and whom tou are impatient to 
heaiy were mobbed down in the city of New Tork, two 
years ago; they could not find a hall that would bo leased 
to them for money or love, and had to adjourn to Syra¬ 
cuse to hold their convention. Look at this assembly 
now. 

A little while ago all the loading clergymen wore in 
favour of the Logitivo Slave Bill; now three thousand of 
How England ministers remonstrate against Nebraska. 
They know there is a fire in their rear, and, in theological 
language, it is a fire that “ is not quenched.'’ It goeth not 
out by day, and there is no night there. The clergymen 
stand between eternal torment on one side and tho little 
giant of Slavery on tho other. They do not go back i 
Two thousand English clergymen onco became non-con¬ 
formists in u single day. Three thousand Hew England 
ministers remonstrated against the enslavement of Ne¬ 
braska. Noyr is tho time to push and bo active, call meet¬ 
ings, bring out men of all parlies, all forms of religion, 
agitato, agitate, agitate. Slake a fire in tho rear of tho 
Government and tho representative??. The South is weak 
—only united. Tho North is strong in money, in men, in 
education, in tho jinn ice of our great cause—only not united 
for freedom. Only oc faithful to ourselves, and Slavery will 
come down, not slowly, as I thought once, but when tho 
people of tho North say it, it mil eorao down with a ghkat 
crash. 

Then, when wo are fre-o from tins plague-spot of Slavery 
—tho curse to our industry, our education, our polities, and 
our religion—wo shall increase more rapidly in number and 
still more abundantly bo rich. Tho South will be as tho 
North—active, intelligent—Virginia rich as Now York, 
the Carolines as active as Massachusetts. Then, by peace¬ 
ful purchase, tho Anglo-Saxon may acquire tho rest of this 
North American Continent. Tho Spaniards will make 
nothing of it. Nay, wo may honourably go farther South, 
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mul possess the Atlantic and Pacific slopes of the Northern 
continent, extending the area, of Freedom at every step. 
We may carry thither the Anglo-Saxon vigour and enter¬ 
prise, the old love of liberty, the love also of law; the best 
institutions of the present age—ecclesiastical, political, 
social, domestic. Then what a nation we shall one day 
become. America, the mother of a thousand Anglo-Saxon 
States, tropic and temperate, on both sides the Equator, 
may behold the Mississippi and the Amazon uniting their 
waters, the drainage of two vast continents in the Mediter¬ 
ranean of the Western World ; may count her children at 
last by hundreds of millions—and among them all behold 
no tyrant and no slave! 'What a spectacle—the Anglo- 
Saxon family occupying a whole hemisphere > with industry, 
freedom, religion. Thu f : f.lment of this vision is our pro¬ 
vince ; we are the involuntary instruments of God. Shall 
America scorn the mission God sends her on? Then let us 
all perish, and may Prussia teach justice to mankind ! 




A SERMON 


OY THS 

CONSEQUENCES OF AN IMMORAL PRINCIPLE AND 
FALSE IDEA OF LIFE. 

PREACHED AT THE MUSIC HAU. IN BOSTON', ON SUNDAY, 

Novrjimsu 2G, 1854. 

“ De< net deceived ; God is not mocked: fur whatsoever a man sonreth, 
that shall ho also reap."— Gai.atu.ss, ri. 7. 

I ask vour attention to a “ Scrnon of the Consequences 
winch eorno from an Immoral Principle and False Idea of 
Man’s Duty and the Purpose of Human Life.” 

Sian's moral, as his industrial progress, is by experiment. 
Many of the experiments fail; but by repeated trials we 
iiit the mark. America’s mercantile ability to-day—her 
power of agriculture, mining, manufactures, commerce—is 
the achievement of the human nice in the long history 
from the creation Ml now. So America’s spiritual ability 
—her power of wisdom, justice, philanthropy, and religion 
—-is not the product of this one nation, nor of this ago 
alone, but of all time and all men; it is a part of the net 
result of human activity thus far. Vice, ignorance, folly, 
injustice, bad institutions—they represent the imperfect 
development of man’s faculties, and consequent experi¬ 
ments badly planned ; and so which needs must fail. The 
most moral man in Boston did not attain his excellence all 
at once, but by repeated efforts, by continuous experi¬ 
ments; and a great many of his efforts turned out mistakes. 
As ho builds up his fortune, so his character, by trial, by 
experiment; first failure, and then success. So out of this 
briar, Failure, we pluck the honeyed rose, Success. 

In the best man’s action, there is a per-centage of 
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abnormal action : that is; folly, injustice, error, sin—if you 
choose to call it so. Put all man's moral misdemeanours 
together, and. call them by one name—Vice, 'nicy are 
most convenieupy dealt with if put into n basket with a 
single handle*. 

This amount of abnormal action, other things being 
equal, will dirninbu la proportion to the correctness of flu* 
man’s ideal of life; mu! in proportion to the strength and 
earnestness of his effort’’ to make Isis ideal the actual fact 
of his life: or it will increase in proportion to the fahsoness 
of his ideal, and the feebleness of his efforts • to make it 
the actual fact of his life. Vice is a variable, capable of 
being enlarged or lessened. 

In {ill nations, likewise, there is a variable per eentago 
of moral error—Vice. Other things being equal, this 
abnormal quantity will commonly depend on five causes. 

•First. On the amount of activity in the nation; n 
people that goes is more likely to go wrong than one that 
goes not; one which goes much, more than one which goes 
little. 

Second. On the amount of property; for property re¬ 
presents power over Nature, and this may be abuoed, 
directed wrong or right. 

Third. On the difference in respect to property between 
tho rich class and the poor class. Where this difference 
is immense, there is a vast quantity of vice; where the 
difference is small, tho vice is little. 

Fourth. On the ideas which men of genius, culture, 
and station, spread abroad amongst tlm people as their rule 
of life; on the institutions and laws. Where these arc 
good, vice will continually diminish; where bad, progres¬ 
sively multiply. National institutions, conduct, character, 
resemble the popular ideas ns plants grow from tho seed. 

Fifth. On the pains taken to remove the causes of 
wrong,—tho circumstances which occasion it; an attempt 
to remove ignorance, alleviate want, cure drunkenness, end 
prostitution; on the pains taken to comfort, teach, and 
moralize mankind. 

In Franco, England, part of Germany, and the free 
•States of America, great pains are taken to diminish tho 
amount of vice by removing some of its outwnrd causca. 
Wise social philosophers look upon all this abnormal action 

VOL. VI. ‘ 0 
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c" . nation as a disease incident to the childhood of man¬ 
ic^ a, and to exposure amongst pernicious circumstances, 
not natural to man’s constitution, but only nativo to 
certain conditions and stages of development; and theso 
doctors of humanity seek to help mankind removo tho out¬ 
ward occasion, and overcome tho inward and transient im¬ 
pulse to this wrong. 

New, in theso four countries, for fifty or a hundred years 
past, thoro has been a progressive diminution of vice. Tho 
amount of abnormal action first becomes smaller in pro¬ 
portion to the wholo action, and to tbo wholo property, a 
smaller fraction of tho total action of tho people. Tho 
amount of tare is diminished. 

But next, the bad quality of vice also diminishes. Tho 
old error of violence disappears; tho milder vices tako its 
place. The chief object ot vicious attack is not tbo sub¬ 
stance of man, his person; it is an accident of man, liis 
estate. Vices of violent instinct—lust, revenge, diminish 
and shade off into vices of reflective calculation—ambition, 
acquisitiveness, and the like. 

Then, as a third tiling, vice is getting confined to a 
smaller class of persons. Once, it was almost universal. 
Such vice was instantial, virtue the exception. In tho age 
before Homer, every Cheek skipper was also a pirate. 
Now, vico permanently infects but a small body of persons; 
first, tbo perishing class, whom poverty and its consequent 
ignorance makes offenders; second, the professional vil¬ 
lains, not ignorant, not necessarily poor,—for, in tho 
division of laboir in modem society, general villony has 
become a profession, whereof thcro are various specialities 
—pickpockets, burglars, thieves, forgers, and tho like; tho 
samo spirit of villony having divers manifestations. 

So tho general abnormal action is getting corrected. 
First, tho snow's getting thin everywhere; next, it be¬ 
comes less cold in all or most places; third, it gets melted 
away from tho open land, and only lies in a fow great heaps, 
covered up with dust, or is stretched in long lines whero 
the walls hide it from the summer’s sun. Hen aro attack¬ 
ing also this residue of ice and snow, carting it off to 
sunnier spots: and so the world is getting moralized ; and 
though fresh enow falls on tho ground, yet tho neck of 
vice’s winter must bo considered broke. I^he moralization 
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of mankind goes on continually; tho proportionate quan¬ 
tity of vice is lessened, and its quality bettered, in Eng¬ 
land, France, part of Germany, and in free America. 

In somo of the other countries of Christendom., there is 
ono great cause which hinders man’s instinct of pro¬ 
gressive development, end prevents tho advancing diminu¬ 
tion of vice, namely; the institutional tyranny exercised 
by tho church, by society, by tho state, by priests, kings, 
and nobles. That cause retards the normal action of tho 
peoplo in Russia, Turkey, Austria, tho other part of 
Germany, in Italy, Portugal, and Spain, . where tho 
progress of man is far less rapid than in those four other 
countries just named. This tyranny retards also man’s 
advance in riches, for despotism is always costly; vice is a 
spendthrift,, and, other things being equal, a moral peoplo 
will havo the most power over tho material world, and 
consequently be tho richest, and advance in riches with tho 
greatest tepidity,—for wealth is an unavoidable accident 
of man’s development, indispensable for future progress, 
and tho hoarded result of tho past. 

But here, in America, thero is one cause which tends to 
check tho progressive diminution of abnormal action, and 
tho advuncmg moralization of man, and which actually is 
now leading to a frightful development of rice in most 
hateful and dangerous forms; indeed, a cause which tends 
to demoralize tho peoplo here, oven more rapidly than 
tyranny itself is doing in Russia, Austria, Turkey, T‘.ily, 
Portugal, and Spain. Hero is the cause : it is tho preva¬ 
lence of an immoral principle, a false idea of man’s duty, 
boldly set forth by men of great prominence, and within 
the last few years very wide!}* spread. 

To understand this false idea tho better, and sec how 
fatallj' it operates against us, look a little at tho circum¬ 
stances of tho nation, wherein wo differ from tho other 
families of men. Tho old civilizations of Europe had two 
distinct!vo characteristic marks. 

First, they were oligarchic, haring a government of all, 
but by a few, and for tho sako of a few. Sometimes it 
was a theocratic oligarchy—tho rule of priests over the 
peoplo; sometimes a monarchic oligarchy—tho rulo of 
kings over tho subjects; sometimes an aristocratic oli- 
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garcliy—tlio rule of the nobility over the plobcian class; 
sometimes a despotocratic oligarchy—tho rule of masters 
over their slaves. In all these four cases, the mass of men 
were deemed of no value except as servants to tho oligarch. 
Ho was " born to eat up the corn,” to wear the flowers in 
tho garland rGimd his hrew; tho mass of men were only 
bom to create com for him to eat, and rear flowers for 
bim to wear. But if you “ drive out Nature with a pitch- 
fork, still nevertheless alio comes back.” And so the 
people tended to rebellion, casting off the yoke of priest, 
king, noble, master. To check this revolutionary spirit, 
the ruling power spreads abroad the idea that suefi rebel¬ 
lion is the greatest offence which man can commit; it is 
high treason. So in the theocratic oligarchy it was 
high treason to doubt or deny tho exclusive rule of tho 
priest; in the monarchic, the exclusive rule of tho king; 
in the aristocratic, the exclusive rule of the nobilitary 
class; and, in the despotocratic, the exclusive rule of tho 
master. It was taught tbero was no natural right of men 
above the conventional privilege of the priest, king, noble, 
and master; no law of God above tho enactment of earthly 
rulers. This characteristic mark of tho old civilization is 
somewhat effaced in France and England; but still even 
there tho handwriting is vet so plain that he may read 
who runs. 

That is tho first characteristic. Here is the next. 
Therein, civilization was military, not industrial; the art 
to produce was put below the art to destroy. Productive 
industry was counted “ an illiberal artit was despised: 
destructive fighting was “liberal” work; it was honoured. 
Working was for the mass of tho people, and must bo 
degraded; fighting, the rulers’ business, and held honour¬ 
able. “ It is tho business of a man to fight, of a slavn to 
work,” quoth Homer. Bcsidu, fighting was in&ispens- 
ablo for theso unnatural rulers, not only to stave off a 
foreign foe, but at home to keep the mass of the people 
down. This characteristic mark of all the governments of 
tho old world is likewise somewhat effaced in mercantile 
England and France, but still writ in letters of fire, most 
savagely plain. Such oligarchies do not rest on the per¬ 
manent moral nature of man, but only on the transient 
selfishness incident to a low stage of development. Their 
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support is not in the conscience of too mass of men, hut 
in the violenco of the few who rule; not in the consent 
of tho Hungarians and Poles, but in tho cannons of the 
Emperor and the Czar. Military violenco is tho comple¬ 
ment of oligarchy, for tho special privilago of tho oligarch 
is held of his private selfishness, and against mankind; 
not of his human nature, and for all tho people; is a con¬ 
ventional, not a natural accident of humanity. Henco is it 
also insecure. for what will not even touch firm ground 
with its feet must one clay with its head. 

Hoy* the American civilization has two characteristics 
exactly opposite to these. First, it is not oligarchic ; it is 
a democracy; in theory, having a government of all, for 
all, by all. Next, it is industrial, and not military. 

X. This democracy, in theory, rests on the idea that the 
substance of manhood, the human nature in which all are 
alike, is superior to any human accident wherein all must 
differ. Manhood is more than priesthood, kinghood, nohlc- 
hood, masterhood. Tho qualitative human agreement of 
nature is more than tho quantitative difference between 
tho genius nnd the clown; more than ihe historic and 
conventional distinction between noble-born and common- 
born, rich and poor. So democracy can exist only on con¬ 
dition that this human substance is equally respected in 
the greatest and the least; in man and woman; in the 
largest majority, and in tho minority of one, that stands 
on manhood. So the people is not lor tho ruler, but tho 
ruler for tho people; the government is tho creature of tho 
nation, not tho nation of tho government Each man's 
natural rights are to bo sacred against tbo wrong-doing of 
any other man, or of the whole nation of men—all pro¬ 
tected against each, each against all. That is tho first point, 

XI. Thou tho American civilization is also industrial. 
Military power is to be exceptional, subordinate; tho in¬ 
dustrial is instautial and chief. Now, ind istry aims at tho 
production and enjoyment of property; for. in a word, 
industry is tho art of making material* nature into human 
property. Property is a natural accident of man, in¬ 
separable from his substance. Tho first thing ho does on 



19S THE CONSEQUENCES OF AN IMMORAL riUNCIIT.E 

coming into tlio ■world is to acquiro property ; first food, 
then shelter. Tho fix-st thing tho baby does is tins: tho 
earliest generation of Ixabics—baby men—their first deed 
was acquisition; food .for existence, flowers for ornament. 
Property is tho material result and test of man's normal 
activity. It is also tho indispensable condition of existence 
from clay to day; much nnd permanent property is tho 
indispensable condhion for tho advance and development 
of mankind, in mind and conscience, heart and soul. It is 
an accident of moro valuo than all other external accidents 
—priestly, kingly, nobil.ita.ry, and dcspotocratic. In tho 
industrial state, money is tho symbol of power, for the 
individual and for tho nation; it is worth more than 
descent from priestly Moses, or Luther, from royal Charle¬ 
magne,- or protectoria.1 Cromwell, or from any nebilitary 
stem. “All the blood of all tho IIowards” is powerless, 
compared to tho almighty dollar. 

Democracy is not possible except in a nation where there 
is so much property, and that so widely distributed that 
the whole people can \wo considerable education—intel¬ 
lectual, moral, affection..*!, nnd religious. So much property, 
widely distributed, judiciously applied, is tho indispensable 
material, basis of a democracy; as military power is indis¬ 
pensable to tho existence of an unnatural oligarchy— 
priestly, monarchic, nobilitary, or dcspotocratic; and" as 
those tyrannical rulers must liavcy military power to keep 
the people down, so in a democracy tho people must have 
property—tho result- of their industry—to keep themselves 
up, and advance their education; eke, very soon thero will 
ho a government over all, but by a few, and for tho sake of 
a few; and democracy will end in despotism. But it must 
bo natural property resting on a basis of natural morality, 
consisting of what man may own and not violate his moral 
nature. There can bo no natural properly which violates 
natural right, tho constitution of tho universe. 

Accordingly, from tho nature of such a government-, it 
becomes necessary, in every industrial democracy, to have 
ono thing sacred:—tho natural rights of man, tho sub¬ 
stance ot humanity. This is tho prime factor of all tho 
national product. If tho natural rights of man bo not 
respected, then tho demoeruvy will perish, just as tho oli¬ 
garchy will coino to nil end if the pretended privilege 
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of king, priest, noblo, and master bo deniod and sot at 
naught. The natural rights of the individual must bo 
secured from violation by another man, or by the State. An 
attack on tho natural rights of man is the most fatal of all 
things to tho industrial democracy, undermining tho foun¬ 
dation whereon its chief corner stone is laid; for rights aro 
anterior to all “ social compacts,” and tho earliest statutes 
of tho oldest realm; aro inherent in our nature, and there¬ 
with derived from God. Oligarchy involves a denial of 
tho generic rights of human nature; it depends on violence, 
and has no permanent roots in tho constitution of man; 
while democracy is only possible on condition of permanent 
respect for those rights. 

When tho substance of man is thus respected, and his 
rights in general duly honoured, all special rights are also 
safe: among these is the right to property, an indispensable 
accident of man, quite easily secured if man’s substance bo 
respected; but if not, then property itself is ns insecure in 
the industrial democracy ns freedom in a despotism. So, 
in a democracy, any attack on tho unalienablo rights of 
man, or any class of men, or any individual person, is an 
attack also on each one of tho accidents of man—on property, 
for examplo; taking from beneath it tho natural basis of 
right, whereon it might rest secure, and substituting there¬ 
fore only permanent or fleeting violence. This has not 
been known as science by philosophers, nor seen as fact by 
the inas3 of men, but is yet fore-felt in tho instinctive con¬ 
sciousness of enlightened nations, and partially acted on. 
Wo aro wiser than we know, and build better than wo plan; 
for tho instinct of tho people has told them that the sub¬ 
stance of man must bo held sacred. 

Now, an industrial democracy is not tho creature of 
man’s caprice, which might be so or otherwise. It is a 
reproduction of tho law; of human nature, and tlio consti¬ 
tution of tho universe; and “ other foundation can no man 
lay than what is laid” eternally in tho nature of man. 
Arabesques of fancy may differ, as Raphael Urbino or ns 
Raphael Morgen paints them; they aro tho creatures of 
voluntary caprice: but tho multiplication tables, made by 
Pythagoras or 33owcliteh, must bo exactly alike; for they 
represent, not man’s caprice, but a necessity of universal 
law, and rest thereon. Bo the industrial democracy am rest 
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oj.ly on the law of God, writ in the constitution of matter 
and mind; accordingly, the greatest of till political errors, 
and the moat fatal to tho exhi encc of democracy, to the 
rights of man, and to tho sccurit;,' of property, one of his 
indispensable accidents, is tho idea that man has no obliga¬ 
tion to respect the constitution of tho universe; and the 
declaration that there is no law above the statutes which 
men’s hands have made. Where that idea prevails, there 
is a blow struck at every man’s head, and at each dollar of 
property. Tyranny muy bo provisional; justice alone is 
ultimate; the point common to each and all, to man and 
.God, whereon all rights balance. 

Such is the (iiltcrenco between the theory of American 
civilization and that of tho old civilizations of Asia ami 
Europe;—ours is tho theory of a society that is only pos¬ 
sible nineteen centuries after Christ; nine centuries after 
it could not have been ; and nine centuries before it could 
not have been dreamed of; and such is its foundation in 
man and tho nature of things. 

I have just said that, in virtue of certain causes, ilicrc is 
a progressive diminution of man’s abnormal action, and a 
progressive moralization of mankind in England, France, 
part of Germany, and tho free States of America; but 
that in some other European countries this natural diminu¬ 
tion of wrong is retarded by the crimes of the ruling power. 
Nay, even in England and France, man’s moralization is 
largely retarded by tho corruption and selfishness of the 
controlling classes of men, who spread abroad false ideas of 
mail’s duty to himself, to his brother, and to his God;— 
sometimes doing it purposely, but most often, I have chnritv 
enough to think, doing it through mistake. Still this dimi¬ 
nution goes on in the manner set forth. 

Now, in America, in direct opposition to this progressive 
moralization of man, during tho last few years there has 
been a rapid increase of certain great vices, which arc also 
crimes; transgressions not only of God’s law, but likewise 
of man’s statutes,—vices of appalling magnitude. They 
arc offences not committed by those two classes just men¬ 
tioned us concentrating a great amount of wlmt is com- 
monly called vice and crime—tho perishing class, whom 
poverty makes thieves and robbers, and the professional 
villains, who mnko rascality their vocation. Nor yet are 
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they committed under the transient mul accidental stimulus 
of strong drink, or temporary malice, or'passion, 11 1 :i 
springs upoii the man,—causes which., gcador .su ■ maviv . 
brawls and murders. These offences aro committed by 
persons of high standing in society, done deliberately, the 
man knowing very well what ho is about. 

For convenience in my handling and your remembering, 
I will put these into three classes. First, offences against 
the property of individuals; next, offences against the life 
of individuals fir the sake of getting their property; and 
third, offences against vhe property and the life of other 
nations. The first and second aro individual,—personal 
vices; the last is national,—a collective vice. 

I. Hero tiro some cases which I put in the first class, 
offences against property. I will not travel out of Ame¬ 
rica, nor go back more than twelve months. Let me sav 
at tlio outset, of tho individuals who have dono the deeds 1 
refer to, I would, speak and judge with the greatest deli¬ 
cacy and the most refined charity. It is tho deed itself on 
which I wish to fasten your condemnation, not tho man 
who did it; for I want you to look through tho man at tho 
deed; through the deed, at tho cause of it, lying far behind, 
which I will presently bring before your eye. 

Here is tho first In tho first class. Mr. Crane, President 
of the New England railroad, deprived tho company of I 
know not how largo a sum of money entrusted to him. In 
this particular case there was much in the man’s character, 
and has been much in his conduct since,—which, I am 
told, is, in general, manly and upright,—-to lead to a favour¬ 
able judgment of him. It is the deed I look at, and tho 
principle which lies behind the deed, which I condemn : 
for the man, I have a woman’s charity ; for the deed and 
tho principle behind it, a man’s justice. 

Here is tho next case. Mr. Schuyler, at New York, 
plund-.red tho public of about two millions of dollars, com¬ 
mitting the largest fraud of tho kind ever perpetrated in 
America or Europe. 

Hero is the third. In Csilifornia, Mr. Meigs robbed the 
public of one million six hundred thousand dollars. 

As a fourth thing, in New York, tho Ocean Hank has 
robbed tho public of one or two hundred thousand dollars. 
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As a fifth', you know iu Boston tho history of tho Metro¬ 
politan Ltfiuratieo Gompany and of tho Cochituate Bank, 
two bubbles • of Trend that burst, swallomng up tho pro¬ 
perty of honest men. 

In Ohio, banks ond bankers havo just now committed 
frauds to tho extent of, I think, not less than two millions 
of dollars. 

Then look at tho conduct of the municipal governments 
of New York and Boston, tho manner in which they squan¬ 
der tho money of the people, veiling tho rises to which it 
has been appropriated, and thus wasting tho people’s trea¬ 
sure. 7. need only refer to tho rapid incrcaso of taxes in 
Boston, which every propert} r -holder knows and laments, 
—and I need not say thero is no honest explanation for tho 
whole thing. You all know* it. Here, too, I would speak 
with all becoming charity. 

II. Hero aro some cases of tho next class. Not two 
months ago, tho steamship Arctic, with about three hun¬ 
dred and eighty passengers, was coming from England to 
New York. She had six boats, and, if they wero crowded 
till the gunwale kissed tho sea, they would hold at the ut¬ 
most onhponc hundred and eighty persons; so in caso of 
wreck there* were two hundred others with no chance of 
escape. This was tho owner’s fault; and dearly has he 
paid for it! Tho ship, in a fog so thick that a man could 
not sco twice the length of the vessel before him, drives 
through tho darkness at tho rate of thirteen miles an hour, 
giving no warning sound of her ferocious approach. This 
was tho captain’s fault; and dearly has ho paid for it! 
When tho disaster happened, some thirty or forty men es¬ 
caped,—not a woman or child! tho feeble-bodied were left 
to die. I will not call this tho fault of tho men; it was 
their disgrace and their sin ! If our fathers at Lexington 
and Bunker Hill had thrown down thoir muskets and 
turned their backs to tho British, and been shot down with 
a coward’s wound, you and I would feel disgraced till this 
day; but I think it would not havo been half so disgraceful 
to run from a red-coat as to leave a woman and a baby to 
perish iu tho waters, lather than hazard one’s own life. I 
should bo ashamed to live if I had loft a woman to sink in 
the ocean, and escaped myself. It is rumoured that a boat 
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full of women was purposely overturned by the crew—to 
suvo their manly lives ! 

I bclicvo about thrco hundred and forty persons poxished. 
I am speaking in a mercantile town, whore, if lifo and jus¬ 
tice bo not valued, money is. Look then at it as tho de¬ 
struction of human property only. In Massachusetts, tho 
official valuation of a man, whoso lifo is destroyed by a 
railroad company, is five thousand dollars. Three hundred 
and forty lives at fivo thousand dollars each, nmko the sum 
of ono million seven hundred thousand dollars. That is tho 
pecuniar}' value of life dashed away through tho cupidity 
of tho ship-owner and tho recklessness of the 'ship-master! 
With gentleness, judge you tho men; look at tho principle 
which lies behind! 

Pardon mo if I try to calculate tho valuo of n human 
life, estimating it at fivo thousand dollars! If, an hour 
before tho “ accident,” somo man had said to these three 
hundred and forty persons, “ I will place at your disposal 
all the riches of America, Europe, and Asia, on condition 
you shall sink yourselves to tho bottom of tho sea: ” do you 
think there was ono man who would havo said, “ Let us 
take the wealth, and leave it to our heirs, ar.d ourselves 
uiheistically go down ? ” Ho! all the wealth of tho mate¬ 
rial universe could not have purchased tho sin. Mon who 
would lay clown their life for a moral principle, or a friend, 
would never throw it away for all the gold in California or 
Australia, or in tho three continents of the earth besides. 
Pardon mo for calculating in money tho value of human life. 

A similar case, in its origin and in its conduct, took 
place in the recent destruction of tho Yankee Blade , at 
California. Then, scarce a week passes but somo railroad 
or steamboat company massacres men by tho wholesale,— 
sometimes, most commonly, through reckless cupidity trad 
lust of gold. I bclicvo America commits more murders 
than nil tho rest of Protestant Christendom; taking away 
Itussia and Spanish America, probably more than all 
Christendom, Protestant and Catholic. But not to speak of 
tho harvest of murders wo annually reap, there is no 
country in Christendom where lifo is so insecure, so cruelly 
dashed away in the manslaughter of reckless enterprise! 

III. Hero is tho third class,—offences against tho pro- 
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port}- and life of other nations. You may tako the whole 
history of the present national administration Look at the 
conduct of this government for the last two years of its un¬ 
happy and disgraceful life; at tho perpetual filibustering 
•of the government, now against Mexico, then against Hayti, 
then against Cuba ; at that murderous attack on Grey town, 
not only nicked, hut mean, cowardly, and sneaking! not a 
Narragansett Indian but would havo been ashamed of such 
unbsrharous conduct! But it has been commended, I know 
not in how many journals; and one in this city declares it 
had “ tho entire approbation of the whole community.” 
See how steadily tho administration Seeks to tighten the 
chains on tho working class of the South: no Italian pope, 
no king, nor priest, was ever more oppressive towards his 
subjects than the American industrial democracy towards 
the three and a quarter millions of men who do tho work 
of tho South. 

These three classes of cases are exceptions to tho pro¬ 
gressive diminution of abnormal action, and to tho advanc¬ 
ing mornlization of tho people. They are not to bo ex¬ 
plained by the common causes of rice. 

Look back a little, and you will seo tho root out of 
which all 'tips monstrous crop of wickedness has grown so 
swiftly up. I will omit all reference to individuals, and 
speak* impersonally. A few years ago three axioms were 
published to tho world ns embodying tho fundamentals of 
the party then in power. They were laid down as a pro¬ 
gramme of principles for the nation’s future politics. Let 
it ho remembered that this political party lias more literary 
education, and more hoarded money, than any other what¬ 
soever in tho land. But tho rival party affirmed the same 
principles, haring therewith unity of idea. 

Hero are the maxims— 

The first, which I give in my own language, is this : 
There is no law of God above any statutes, however ricked, 
which politicians make. 

Tho next, which is not in my words, '% “ Religion has 
nothing to do with politics; there it makes men mad.” 

The third is, “The great object of government is tho 
protection of property at home, and respect and renown 
-abroad.” 
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Look at these— 

I. “ There is no higher law! ” That is the proclama¬ 
tion of objective atheism; it is the selfish materialism of 
Hobbes, Hume, of Ho la Mcttric, and Hclvctius, j^one to 
seed. You havo nothing to rely on above tho politicians 
and their statutes; if you suffer, nothing to appeal to— 
but tho ballot-box. Tho speculative materialism of Comte 
resolves man into blood and bone and nerves- The specu¬ 
lative atheism of Feuerbach resolves deity into the blind 
force of a blind universe, working from no lovo as motive, 
with no plan as method, and for no purpose os ultimate 
end. But both of these, materialistic Corn to and atheistic 
Feuerbach, bow them down before tho eternal laws of 
matter and mind: “ These,” say they, “ wo must keep 
always, conic what may.” But tho prominent politicians 
of America,—they mocked at the law* of nature and tho 
constitution of mind; they outdid tho "French mate¬ 
rialism ” of Comte, and tho “ Germanic atheism ” of 
Feuerbach. Pardon mo for saying Germanic atheism 1 
He violated his nation's consciousness before he called him¬ 
self an atheist; and then is not so in heart, only in head; 
it is tho blood of pious humanity which runs .in his nation’s 
veins. Tho sailor, tho machinist, and tho fanner recognise 
a law of God w'rit in the matter they deal with, whereto 
they seek to conform ; but tho American politician has no 
objective restraint. Ho God is to check tho momentum of 
his ambition. 

II. Here is tho next axiom : “ Religion has nothing to 
do with polities.” That is subjective atheism, with a poli¬ 
tical application. If there ho no law inherent in mind and 
matter abovo any wicked statute of a tyrant, still tho in¬ 
stinctive religious sense of man looks up with reverence, 
faith, and love, and thinks there is a God, and a higher 
law*. Materialistic Comto and atheistic Feuerbach, and 
those accomplished translators who set such w'orks over to 
tho English soil, confess to tho natural religious emotions, 
give them sure place in nil human affairs; but in ono of 
tho most important of human transactions, where tho wel¬ 
fare of millions of men is nt stake, the American politicians 
declare that “ Religion has nothing to do with polities; it 
makes mon mad.” Politic Felix trembled before Paul, 
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reasoning of self-command, righteousness, and God’s judg¬ 
ment to come; Pest us told the magnificent apostle, “Much 
learning hath made theo madbut the heathen Roman 
did not venture to say, “ Religion makes men mad!” 
Conscience makes cowards of men who meditate their own 
destruction; nay, it sometimes holds tho murderer’s hand. 
But tho moral feeling, tho religious feeling, has nothing 
to do with politics ! 

No higher law I Religion nothing to do with politics! 

See what it leads to. Como, Puritan fathers! who, 
feeding on dams for three months at a time, thanked God 
that they “ sucked of tho abimdanco of tlio seas, and of 
tho treasures hid in tho sands!” You wero mistaken! 
Religion has nothing to do with politics! Bow to tho 
.Eighth Henry, to “Bloody” Mary, and Elizabeth, scarce 
cleaner in the hand or heart; to James tho Stupid, and to 
Charles, whose head tho righteous uxo shoro off! Come, 
1'rotcstnnt martyrs; whose bodies snapped and crackled 
in the Catholic (Ire, but, as the oandlo decayed, your soul 
still flaming more ardent up to God ! Come and submit! 
It was all a mistake! Tho priestly tenants were right! 
There is no higher law! Ootne, glorious company of 
tho ojxKttles! Come, g>odly fellowship of tho prophets! 
Come, noblo army of martyrs ! Come, Jesus of Nazareth 
—crowned with thorns, spit upon, scourged, mocked at, 
and crucified ! It was all a mistake! “Your cross was not 
your crown of triumph; it was only your shame! Tho 
scribes and Pharisees were right! There is no higher 
law ! Religion has nothing to do with politics ! 

Come, all vo tyrants of earth—Herods, 1?dates, Dominies, 
and Torquemadas! Your great enemy is slain! Thero is 
no law above you! No sentiment in tho human heart 
which has a rigid to protest against your iniquities! In 
matter, it is objective atheism; in mind subjective athe¬ 
ism. Religion has nothing to do with' politics ! Come, 
American.*, tear down tho inomim »nt« you built at Bunker 
Hill, at West Cambridge ar/< Concordand Lexington aiul 
Danvers, commemorating the heroism of a few farmers and 
mechanics! It was all a mistake! Nay, split to pieces 
tho Rock of Plymouth, and grind it to jxnvder, and tread 
it under foot of men ! There is no heroism ! Tho Puritans 
were madmen, and the five-tried Christians fools! 
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III. “ Tho great object of goTemment is tho protection, 
of property! ” It is not to protect tlio rights of man, to 
givo all men their natural rights to “ life, liberty, and tho 
pursuit of happiness l” It not to protect labour, but 
only property, tho result of labour. “The State—that is 
I,” said tho .French' King. There, at least, tho /, that 
called itself tho State, was human: hero it is tho dollar that 
speaks:—God's law is to vacato tho ■world, religion to 
avoid tho soil, man to bo turned out of tlio State, and tho 
dollar to come in—rnoro than soul, moro than man, more 
than God! 

That is tho progvammo of principles laid down in 1850 
and '51. It struck at all religion, all morality, all sound 
human policy. It affirmed tho worst axioms of tho worst 
oligarchy—theocratic, monarchic, aristocratic, despoto- 
cratic. A late Attomcy-Goncral of tho United States, in 
a speech at Now York, m 1851, declared, “ Law is liberty: 
not tho means of liberty, it is liberty itself." Ho applied 
his words in special to tho Fugitivo Slave Bill—“it is 
liberty!" 

Seo tho measures which wore tho concrete application of 
these tlireo axioms—for tho atheistic word must also be¬ 
come flesh. According to tbo custom of tho industrial 
democracy of America, ono man out of overy eight is con¬ 
sidered and treated, not as human, hut material, as pro¬ 
perty. Now, according to that programme of principles, 
thero is no objective law in the universe, in tho nature of 
things or of God, which overrides this custom, and lias 
eminent domain over American Slavery; there is no higher 
law. And thero is, moreover, no subjcctivo law in man 
which has a right to resist tliis slavery in politics, for, 
though tho religious element ho there, “religion has 
nothing to do with politics." So nothing must bo dono or 
said to oppose tho turning of overy eighth American into 
a picco of human monoy. 

13ut tliis class of property lias ono peculiarity which 
distinguishes it from all other chattels, and that is, it runs 
away f For, os the firo mounts up, and ns the water runs 
down, obeying tho universal gravitation, so man's mind 
and body hates and abhors bondage, and seeks to escape 
therefrom; and God lias made mankind so that every 
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natural man seeks to aid tho victim escaping from torment, 
to comfort and shelter him. I say every natural man. If 
a man is “regenerated,” after the fashion of Mr. Adams, 
of this c’ty—not Samuel or John, but the Reverend Nehe- 
miak Adams, who takes a “ South Side View of Slavery,” 
—or of President Lord, of Dartmouth Colloge, who finds 
Slavery a sacred institution,—-if a man is “regenerated” 
after this sort, ho will aid the slave-hunters to the fullest 
extent, and that with nlucrity; but men with natural hearts 
aid him who flees. Theso things being so, the property 
being obnoxious to flight on its own limbs, and able to 
excite the instinctive sympathy of whoso is most human, 
tho Government, whoso* great domestic object is the pro¬ 
tection of property at home, must eminently protect this 
property in its special peril. So Government, resisting the 
great objective law of God. wKdi tends to moralize man¬ 
kind, must seek to extend and propagate Slavery; must 
oppose also the special subjective law of humanity which 
inclines us to help a man escaping from bondage. And so tho 
Government must pass tho Fugitive Slave Bill, and re-kid- 
uap tho runaway, remanding him to Slavery, and put tho 
sheltering philanthropist in gaol, and fine him a thousand 
dollars * thereto it must seek out the vilest men ; not only 
tho villains of the gutter, but also tho congenital scoundrels 
of the courts and the parlour, and give them a legal com¬ 
mission to lay their hand on any poor woman, and, if they 
send her back to Slaver)', pay them twice as much as if 
they dcclaro her free ! 

That programme of principles was posted all over tho 
laud, ana re-affirmed by prominent politicians, Whig and 
Democratic; by two Baltimore conventions of the people, 
unusually largo and “ very rcspcctabloby hundreds of 
political and commercial editors, North and South; by pro¬ 
minent merchants,—merchant traders and merchant manu¬ 
facturers,—nine hundred and eighty-seven of “ our most 
eminent citizens" endorsing it all. It was affirmed by 
judges on tho bench, one judge telling tho jury that, if 
thcro was a doubt in their minds, and a conflict between 
the law of God and tho Fugitivo Slavo Bill, then they 
must “ obey both;” God upwards and tho dovil downwards. 
It was rc-offinned by prominent ministers of all deno¬ 
minations. All these ftvo cli wsea said, “ Thero is no higher 
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law! ” “ Religion, has nothing to do with politics! ” 

“Property is the great object of governmentf” Some 
pulpits were silent; a few spoke right out for God and 
against .A theism; some ministers looked up weeping, others 
warning, and uttered their words mildly, cautiously, yet 
wit!- the might which comes from virtue backed by the 
Eternal. Host of these men had to smart and suffer. 
Some were driven from their parishes, and the bread taken 
from their wives’ and children's mouths. 

The programme of measures met a similar acceptance. 
Fugitive Slave Bill meetings were held in all-the great 
cities. Fnneuil Hall rocked with the giddy genius that 
screamed and thundered, teaching Atheism to the people; 
mid its walls caught the scoff and scorn and mow of the 
merchants of Boston and their purchased clerks, hissing at 
conscience, at God, and the higher law. Ministers in this 
city affirmed the principle and supported the measures; 
yea, at Philadelphia, How York, Buffalo, Hew Haven, 
Andover,—all over tho land. There were exceptional 
men in all these five classes—X honour them!—hut they 
were very few. Judges, mayors, lawyers, mechanics, 
truckmen, ministers, mediants, they went for kidnapping. 
Soldiers wore called out in Boston, paid at our cost; volun¬ 
teers, fifteen hundred strong, agreed to bhnttelizo a man. 
Twice Boston has endorsed this programme of measures, 
and twice offered a human sacrifice on this two-horned altar 
of objective and subjective Atheism. Twice tho city of Cot¬ 
ton and Mayhcw, the birthplaco of Franklin and Samuel 
Adams, offered a human sacrifice— Thomas Sims and 
Anthony Burns. Is that the end? Thcro is a to-mor¬ 
row after to-day; yea, a for ever! 

Y/hile tho nation was in that 

**-rank sweat of an enscamed bed, 

Stewed in corruption," 

it chose a new Administration. Look at them!—the I 1 resi¬ 
dent, the Cabinet, the present Congress, the foreign minis¬ 
ters, the Soules and the Belmonts, and their coadjutors; 
at the United States judges appointed within four years; 
tho government officers; tho marshal’s guard, last Juno! 
Behold tho first fruits of Atheism in politics! Is that 

vol. vi. r 
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nil; is it pot enough ? It is the commencement of* the 
beginning. 

Now, in all the frauds which destroy tho property of tho 
honest, in tho recklessness which dashes away lifo on rail¬ 
roads of iron, or on the ocean's watery floor, behold tho 
early fruits of tho doctrino that there is no higher law; 
that religion has nothing to do with the most prominent 
affairs of men ;that property, and not persons, is tho great 
'object of government! When the prominent men in busi¬ 
ness, in tho State, in tho literature, and tho Church of 
America, lay down this dreadful programme of principles; 
when the nation executes such measures, spreading Slavery 
over every inch of Federal territory, and arming twenty- 
one millions of freemen to hunt down and enslavo a single 
poor fugitivo; when it plunders Mexico and Hayti, and 
lusts for Cuba; when a Boston Judge of Probate betrays 
tho wanderer, steals the outcast, and kidnaps a man in our 
own streets; when the Mayor illegally puts tho throat of 
tho town in tho hands of a militia colonel, and fills tho 
streets with soldiers onned with the deadliest tools of death, 
and turns them loose to smite and kill,—and all that 
to steal a man accused of no crime but tho misfortune 
of his birth, in “Christian" America; when tho soldiers 
of Boston volunteer to desecrate tho laws of God—while 
Nicholas, with his knout, must scourge his Russian serfs 
to less ignoble tasks;—while men are appointed “ Judges" 
for services against mankind, for diabolic skill to pervert 
law to utter wickedness; when a judge of the United States 
stabs at freedom of speech in Faneuil Hall; when such 
a judge, using such creatures ns appropriate tools of wicked¬ 
ness, seeks such vengeance on men, for such a work; when 
tho Governor of tho State compliments the illegal soldiers 
because thoy violate tho laws which ho has hoisted into his. 
seat to enforce and keep; when America would thus exploiter 
man and God, do you wonder that railroad and steamboat 
companies exploiter tho public, and swindling goes on.all 
round tho land! “ No higher law!" “ Religion nothing 
to do with politics!" “Property tho great object of 
government!" 

The first line of plain reading my mother ever taught 
mo ran thus:— 

“ No man may rirr off tub law of God." 
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I hope it has not faded out of (ho-American spelling- 
books yet; but it is writ plainly oil tho sky, on tbo earth: 
plainer yet in words of firo in my heart. It will bo tho 
Inst lino I shall ever read, as it was the first: I can never 
get beyond it. 

“No HAN MAY PUT OFF THE LAW OF GoP.” 

At ono extreme of society arc politicians, ministers, 
lawyers, mayors, governors, taking a ‘ South Sido View” 
of every popular wickedness, longing for money, office, and 
fame,—winch will bo their children’s loathed infamy,— 
teaching practical Atheism ns political science, or patriotic 
duty, or as “ our blessed religion.” At the other end aro 
ignorant Americans and Irish Catholics—houseless, home¬ 
less, heedless, famine-stricken, and ignorant, a bundle of 
human appetites bound together by a selfish will. These 
things being so, do you wonder that crime against property 
and person runs through society; that Irishmen mako 
brawls in tho street; that Meigs exploiters San Francisco, 
and Schuyler New York, and others 13 os ton; that railroads 
take no heed of life, and steamboats sink three hundred 
and forty men to tho bottom of tho sea? Docs not tho 
nation exploiter three and a qua; millions of American 
citizens, and pulpits justify the deed? You can never escape 
tho consequences of a first principle. 

Dream not that you havo seen tho end of this obvious 
wickedness. There will bo more “defalcations,” great and 
little; more swindling#, more Schuylers and Meigses. Heap 
as yon sow—of tho wind, tho whirlwind. Let tho present 
commercial crisis continue, its vortox deepening, its 
whirl inoro swift and wide; lot employment bo more dif¬ 
ficult to obtain, winter cruel cold, bread and ftiol dear, 
and labour cheap, will the almighty dollar bo safe ? Tho 
property of the rich will bo openly called “ a robbery,” 
and plundered from such as honestly earned, and would 
generously uso it. Tho world has dreadful warnings to 
offer. “ Protection of property tho great object of govern¬ 
ment ! ” Bottom it on justice—it stands like the continent 
of Asia; hut put it on injustice—what then ? It hm some¬ 
times hnppencd that an idol eamo to an end. “ Behold, 
Dagon was fallen upon his faco to tho ground before tho 
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ark of tho Lord; and the head of Dagon and both the 
palms of his hands wero cue off upon the threshold ; only 
tho stump of Dagon was left to him.” 

Tho official census gives America about seven thousand 
millions of dollars. Thirteen hundred millions thereof is 
vested in tho souls of three and a quarter million men! >So 
one-sixth of tho nation's property has no natural foundation; 
rests on no moral law; has no conscience on its side: all re¬ 
ligion is against it; all aat property is robbery, unnatural 
property, inhumanly gi , also held only by violence. Now 
tho prominent men of both political parties—merchants, 
manufacturers, politicians, lawyers, scholars, ministers— 
have declared that this property in men is just ns sacral as 
valuo in corn and cattle; that I may as legally, constitu¬ 
tionally, morally, religiously, own a man, ns tho pen I write 
with or tho bread I cat; that when Ellen Craft took her 
body from her master in Georgia, and fled hither therewith, 
and appropriated it to hor own use, in the eye of the law, tho 
constitution, morality, and religion, she committed an 
offence just us much as Philip Murrett, when ho took the 
money of tho Now England Bank and appropriated it to 
his oven use; and that tho nation is just ns much bound to 
restore to tho Georgian slave-holder tho woman who runs 
away from bondage ns to tho stockholders' money plun¬ 
dered by tho president of the bank; nay, that all who 
aided in her flight are also robbers, partakers of the felony, 
and merit punishment. The minister who shelters is a 
“ receiver of stolen goods! ” When the million is hungry, 
will it not one day take such men at their wordf Shall 
not licentious and expensive dorks, who applauded a 
minister for his avowal of readiness to send into.bondage 
for over tho mother that boro him; shall not covetous 
agents of factories, and speculating cashiers and presidents 
ot railroads and banks, say, “ It is no worse for mo to steal 
money than for a fugitive slave to leap into freedom! 
Lawyers, and ministers sav so. One-sixth of tho nation’s 
property is. robbery, yet tho loudest defended; is it worse 
for me to steal a few thousand dollars than for America to 
steal thirteen hundred millions?” 

No higher law, is thero 1 So they said in Paris somo 
eighty years ago. " After us the deluge: ” it came in their 
own time. ” No higher law ! Religion nothing to do with 
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politics!” said the “eminentcitizens” ofFrance. “Down 
with the rich ! ” “ Off with their heads! ” “ Ours bo their 
money! ” That was the amen of the million to that athe¬ 
istic litany of the “ enlightened.” Whoso falls on God's 
justice shall bo broken; “ but on whomsoever it shall fall, 
it will grind him to powder! ” 

Everywhere is God’s law', boundless abovo mo, boundless 
beneath, every way boundless. Tho universe is all Biblo: 
matter is Old Testament, man Now Testament'—revelations 
from tho infinite God. That law*—it is man’s wisdom to 
know* it; his morality to keep it; his religion to lovo it 
and the dear G«xl whose motherly blessing breathes through 
and in it all. You cannot segregate this Bible from tho 
w’orld of space: you cannot separate a particle of it from 
tho law's of matter. The lesser attraction holds together 
tho cohesive particles of leather, paper, metal, which com¬ 
pose this Biblo under my hand; and the greater gravita¬ 
tion binds its attracted mass downwards to the weighty 
world. Just so is it impossible to separate man, or any 
one of his faculties, from tho great ull-encompassing laws 
of God, the eternal decalogue which Ho has writ. Break 
His law', put property above person, the accident before the 
substance of man, declare that religion baa nothing to do 
with man’s chief affairs, and that there is no law abovo 
tho appetite of the politician and the pimp—and not a life 
is secure, not a dollar is safe! Subjective Atheism is chaos 
in you, objective Atheism chaos on the outside; the rich 
State will end in a ruffianhood of thieves; Democracy turn 
out a despotism; and its masters will be tlio “ marshal’s 
guard,” or the men who mako and control such things. 

Tho chain which Boston sought to put round tho vir¬ 
tuous neck of Ellen Craft reemed short and light: hut 
suddenly it undid its iron coil, and twisted all round tho 
Court House; under it crawled tho Judges of tho State, and 
caught its hissing at God’s law. Now it seeks to twist 
about Faneuil Hall and choke the eloquent speech of liberty 
in her own cradle. Tho cannon appointed to shoot down 
the manhood of poor Burns is levelled also ut ever)' pulpit 
where piety dares pray. Tho hundred festal cannons which 
Boston “ gentlemen ”—jubilant at the triumph of their 
own wickedness—fired to herald the Fugitive Slnvo Bill, 
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g jurcd hard shot against every honest dollar in tro town! 

oliticiona and lowor-law divines look forward a great ways 
—don’t tlioy ? Thorois Ono who Booth the end from the be¬ 
ginning, and by His liigho. law is it imporishably writ 
on every soul, “ Though hand join in hand, tho wicked 
shall not prosper!” 

Shall wo be warned by what wo suffer ? ISfo, not yet. 
The new political party seems likely to adept tho wont 
principles of tho old one. Wo must suffer much more, I 
fear, before wo learn that, to bo great and permanently suc¬ 
cessful, the nation must be just to all. 

a Bo not deceived; God is rot mocked: whatsoever a man 
Eowcth, that shall ho also reap/' Four years ago the nation 
sowed Atheism; boo what it reaps in Boston, in New York, 
and iSan Francisco, in commercial frauds and peculation, in 
dashing away human lifo on tho land or on tho sea. This 
is very far from the end,—yet hero may tho dollar tremblo! 

But keep God’s law ; ranko tho great object of govern¬ 
ment tho security of every right; recognise that there is a 
natural and unchangeable law of God which has eminent 
domain over all human affairs; ro-cnactthat into statutes; 
remeigber that religion is tho incdiutor between man’s 
desires and the Highest,—and all is well; you have wrought 
after the law of God’s spirit of lifo; your money is safe; 
lifo wih j respected; anti tho industrial Democracy, rooted 
in tho sou of God's world, obedient to God's laws, will rise 
a strong and fiamc-liko flower, abundant beauty in its leaves 
and blossoms, to bear fruit, and sow tbo world with never- 
ending life, a blessed and abiding joy. 



THE GREAT BATTLE BETWEEN SLAVERY 
AND FREEDOM, 

CO-VUIDKllED IV 

TWO SPEECHES, 

DELI V'KIlKD BEFORE THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY AT 
NEW YORK. 


THE PRESENT ASPECT OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY ENTER¬ 
PRISE, AND OF THE VARIOUS FORCES WHICH WORK 

THEREIN. 

Dfaiykbkd on the Morntno of Max 7, 1836. 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, —After that 
Trinitarian introduction,* in which I am presented before 
you as ono anti-Slavery nature in three persons,—a fanatic 
an infidel, and a traitor,—I am sure a Unitarian minister 
will briug his welcome along with him. And yet I como 
under great disadvantages: for I follow one whose colour 
is moro than tho logic which his cause did not need (al¬ 
luding to Mr. Reraond); and another whoso sex is more 
eloquent than tho philosophy of noblest men (referring to 
Mrs. Blackwell), whose word has in it the wild witchery 
which takes captive your heart. X am neither an African 
nor a woman. I shall speak, therefore, somewhat in the 
way of logic, which tho one rejected; something also, 
perhaps, of philosophy, which the other likewise passed by. 

Allow me to say, however, still further, by way of iutro- 

* Tho President, Mr. G«u an, thu? introduced Mr. Parhor to tho 
auc’ioace:— 

“ Lndie# and Gentlemen,—Tho fanaticism and infidelity and treason 
which arc hateful to tho trafficker* in stares and the ioula of men must 
bo well-pleasing to God, and aro indications of truo loyalty to tho cause 
of liberty. I haro tho pleasure of introducing to you a very excellent 
fanatic, a very good infidel, and a first-rate traitor, in tho person of 
Theodore Parker, of Boston." 
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duction, that I should not weary your cars at all this 
mot uing, were it not that another man, your friend and 
mine, Mr. Phillips, lies sick at homo. Remember the 
threefold misfortune of my position: I come after on 
African, after a woman, and in the place of "Wendell 
Phillips. 

I shall ask your attention to some “ Thoughts on tho 
Present Aspect of tho anti-Slavery Enterprise, and the 
Forces which work therefor." 

In all great movements of mankind, there are three 
special works to be done, so many periods of work, and the 
same number of classes of persons therein engaged. 

First is tbo period of sentiment. Tho business is to 
produce the right feeling,—a sense of lack, and a fore¬ 
feeling of desire for tho special thing required. The aim 
is to produce a sense of need, and also a feeling of want. 
That is tho first thing. 

Tho next period is that of ideas, whcio the work is to 
furnish the thought of what is ■wanted,—a distinct, precise, 
adequate idea. The sentiment must precede the thought: 
for tho primitive clement in all human conduct is a feeling; 
everything begins in a spontaneous emotion. 

The, third is tho period of action, when the business is 
to make,the thought a thing, to organuo it into institu¬ 
tions. Tho idea must preccdo the action, elso man begins 
to build and is not ablo to finish: ho runs before ho is 
sent, and knows not where ho is going, or the way thither. 

Now these three special works go ou in tho anti-Slavery 
movement; there are these three periods observable, and 
threo classes of persons engaged in the various works. Tho 
first effort is to excite tho anti-Slavery feeling; tho next, to 
furnish tho anti-Slavory idea; and tho thud is to make 
that thought u thing,—to organize the idea into institu¬ 
tions which shall bo as wide as the idea, and fully adequate 
to express tho feeling itself. 

I. Tho primitive thing has been, and still is, to arouse a 
sense of humanity in tho whites, which should lead us to 
abolish this wickedness. 

Anothor way would be to arouse a sense of indignation 
in tho person who liua suffered tho wrong,—in tho slave,— 
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and to urge him, of himself, to put a stop to bearing tho 
wickedness. 

Two things there were which hindered this from being 
attempted. First, some of tho anti-Slavery leaders were 
non-resistant; they said it is wrong for tho black man to 
break the arm of tho oppressor, and wo will only pruv God 
to break it: tho slaves must go free without breaking it 
themselves. That was one reason why tho appeal was not 
mado to the slave. The leaders were non-rc-Aistants; somo 
of them covered with a Quaker’s hat, somo of them (point¬ 
ing to Mr. Garrison, who was bald) not covered by any 
covering at all. 

The other reason was, tho slaves themselves were Afri¬ 
cans,—men not very good at the Bword. If the case had 
been otherwise,—if it had been three and a half millions 
of Anglo-Saxons,—tho chief anti-Slavcry appeal would not 
have boon to tho oppressor to Icavo off oppressing, but to 
tho victim to leave off bearing tho oppression. For, while 
tho African is not very good with the sword, the Anglo- 
Saxoifv-ia something of a master with that ugly weapon; 
at any Rite, he knows how to use it. If tho Anglo-Saxon 
had not been a better fighter than tho African, sJavc-ships 
would fill this side of Sandy Hook and in Boston Bay; 
thoy would not take pains to go to tho Gulf of Guinea. 
Tho only constitution which slave-hunters respect is writ 
on tho parchment of a drum-head. If tho three and a half 
millions of slaves had been wh‘*o men, with this dreadful 
Anglo-Saxon blood in their bosoms, do you suppose tho 
affair at Cincinnati would have turned out after that sort ? 
Do you behove Governor Chaso would lmvo said, “ No 
Slavery outside of the slave States; but, inside of the slavo 
States, just os much enslavement of Anglo-Saxon men as 
you please ?'* Why, his head would not have been on his 
shoulders twenty-four hours after ho had said it. In the 
State of Ohio, when Margaret Garner was surrendered up, 
there wero four hundred thousand able-bodied men be¬ 
tween tho ages of eighteen and forty-fivo; there were half 
a million of firelocks in that State; and, if that woman 
had been tho representative of three and it half millions of 
white persons held as slaves, every one of thoso muskets 
would havo started into life, and four hundred thousand 
men would havo como forth, each with a firelock on his 
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shoulder; and then one hundred thousand women would 
have followed, bringing the rest of the muskets. ’Ikat 
would have been the elate of things if she had been a 
white Caucasian woman, and not a black African. Wo 
should not then have asked Quakers to lead in the greatest 
enterprise in the world: the leaders would have been 
soldiers ; I mean such men us our fathers, who did not 
content themselves with asking Great Britain to leave off 
oppressing i. m. They nskod that first; and when Great 
Britain said, “Please God, wo never will !” what did the 
Imxon say ? “ Please God. I will make you 1“ And he 

kept his word. 


G.Wus (we shouM hn,v 

i i v : 

vry-. i < r t t i 

K=>: I nr« t 

. . , Attack the five, br 

Of hit 1 I 



1 r ' ' h 1 ' -fc nrrar 

id drnryje homo upon liinj! 


That would have been the* talk. Meetings would have, 
been “opened with prayer’’ by men who trusted in God, 
and likewise kept their powder dry. 

But an this ease it was otherwise. The work has not 
been to arouse the indignation of the enslaved, but to stir 
the humanity of the oppressor, to touch Ids conscience, 
his affection, his religions sentiment.; m io show that-Ids 
political and pt-etminry interests required the freedom of all 
men in America. 

And it has hewn very fortunate for us that Hu's great 
enterprise fell into the. a amis of just such men as these,— 
that it was not soldiers who chiefly engaged in it, but men 
of peace. By and by I will show you why. 

Tho attempt was made at first, and by that gentleman 
too (pointing to Mr. Garrison), with others, to arouse tho 
anti-.Slavcry feeling in the actual slave-holders at the .South. 
You know what followed. He and every one who tried it 
there were driven over the border. Then the attempt- was 
made at the North ; and there it has been continued. It 
is exceedingly important to get a right. anti-Slavery feel¬ 
ing at tho iiorth : for two-thirds of the population are at 
tho North ; three-fourths of the property, four-fifths of iho 
education are here, and I suppose six-sevenths of the. Chris- 
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iiimity; and one of these days it may bo found out that 
seven-eighths of iho courage me at the North also, i do 
not say it is r>o ; hut it may turn out ao. Bo much for tho 
md'h r of sentiment. 

II. Nov/ look hfc tho next point. If tho sentiment he 
right, then tho mind is to furnish the idea. But r. state¬ 
ment of tho idea before tho sentiment is fixed helps to excite 
the feeling; and bo a great deal has been done to spread 
abroad tho anti-Slavery idea, even amongst persona who had 
not tho anti--Slavery feeling: for, thmgh tho heart helps 
the head, the head likewise pays bade tho debt by helping 
tho heart. If Mr. Garrison lias a clear idea of freedom, 
ho will go (.o men who have no very strong sentiment of 
freedom, and will awake the soul of liberty underneath 
those ribs of death. Tho womanhood of Lucy Stone 
Blackwell will do it; tho complexion of Mr. lio.mond will 
do it. 

In spreading this idea of freedom, n good deal has beep 
lone, chiefly at ‘lie North, hut something also at tho South. 
Attempts have been made to diffuse the imii-Slavery idea in 
this way : Tien go before merchants, and say, “ Slavery is 
had economy ; it don’t pay : tho slave cnrft- ivdaa ao much 
tobac c/-. and aottou us the freeman.” That is an argument 
which Mr. May's “ mercantile friend” arm Vi have under¬ 
stood : and n political economist might have shown him, 
that, although there wore millions of dollars invested ‘ f on 
account of Slavery,” there were tens of millions invested 
on account- of Freedom ; and that latter investment would 
pal’ much larger dividends when it got- fairly to its work. 

Then, too, tho attempt has been made to that it 
was bud policy: bondage would not breed a stalwart, noble 
sot of men : for the slave contaminated tho master, and tho 
master's neighbour not the less. 

It has boon shown, likewise, that Slavery injured educa¬ 
tion ; and while, in Massachusetts, out, of four hundred 
native white men, there is but one who cannot read tho 
Bible, in Virginia, out of nine white native adults born of 
u tho first families” (they having none others except 11 black 
peopli-”), there is always one who cannot read 1m own 
name. 

All kinds of schemes, too, have been proponed to end 
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this wickedness of Slavery. There has been a most multi¬ 
farious discussion of the idea; for, after we lave the right 
sentiment, it is difficult to get Use intellectual work done, 
done well, in the best way. It. take;? a large-minded man, 
with great experience, to cipher our, nil this Intellectual 
work, and show how wo can got rid of Shivery, and what 
is to take its place, and how the thing is to bo done. Ac¬ 
cordingly, very various schemes arc proposed. 

' .Now, the idea which has boon »ttu;nc.U, to, the aoti-Slavery 
idea reached, by the ablest men, is embodied in these two 
propositions: first, no Seavkhy anywheui; jn America ; 
second, no Slavkky antwheue on kauth. That is the 
topmost idea. 

There has been an opposite work going on. First, an 
attempt " to crush out ” the sentiment of humanity from 
all mankind. That was the idea of a very distinguished 
soti cf Massachusetts. Ho said “ it must bo crushed out.” 
Second, to put down, the idea of Freedom. That has been 
attempted, not only by political officers, but also by a great 
many other men. It is not to be denied that, throughout 
the South, in the controlling classes of society, the senti¬ 
ment ana idea of Freedom are much less widely spread than 
tweifty years ago. The. South has grown despotic, while 
the Forth becomes more humane. 

III. Tho third thing is to do the. deed. Aider the senti¬ 
ment is rigid, and the idea right, organization must bo 
attended to. .But tho greatest and most difficult work is 
to get tho heart right and the head rigid;; for, when these 
are in a proper condition, the hand obeys tho two, and 
accomplishes its work. Still it is a difficult matter to 
organize Freedom. It will require great talent and expe¬ 
rience; for, as it takes a master mind to organize thought 
into matter, and to make a Sharp's rifle or a sewing- 
machine, so it requires n great deal more mind to organ¬ 
ize. an- idea into political institutions, and establish a 
State where tho anti-Shi very sentiment, ahull, blossom into 
an idea, and the idea grow into a national fact, a State 
where law and order sec “ e to each man his natural and 
unalienable rights. 

In the individual Northern States a good deal has been 
done in nve-and -twenty years to organize the idea of 
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freedom for white men, a little also foi coloured xnon; for 
the fooling and thought must lead to action. But In the 
Federal Government the movement has been continually 
the other way. Two things are plain in the conduct of 
Congress: (1) Ada to spread and. strengthen African 
Shivery ; (2) Subsidiary Acta eppr^oS the several 
North'***:.: StxA-w which love Freedom, and to “crush out ” 
individual men who lovo Freedom. Slavery centralizes 
power, and destroys local self-government. 

Something has been done in the Northern .States in 
respect to twakening the sentiment and communicating 
the idea; but there has nothing been done as vet in the 
Federal Congress towards accomplishing the work. 1 
mean to say, for tho last seventy years, Congress has not 
taken one single step towards abolishing .Slavery, or making 
the anti-Shivc-ry idea an American fact. So even now all 
these three operations mast needs go on. Much, elemen¬ 
tary work still requires to bo done, producing the senti¬ 
ment and the idea, bolero tho nation is i-Andy thv tho. »nf.. 

Now look at tho special forces which, are engaged in 
this enterprise. I divide them into two great parties. 

The first party consists of the political reformers,--men 
who wish to act by political machinery, and are in. govern* 
men* - offices, legislative, judicial, and executive. 

Tho second party is the non-political reformers, who 
are not, and do not wish to be, in government oflhes, legis¬ 
lative, judicial, or executive. 

Look a moment at the general functions of each party, 
and then at tho particular parties themselves,—at tho 
business, and then at tho business men. 

Tho business of tho political man, legislative, judicial, 
and executive, is confined to tho third part of the anti- 
Blavorv work; namely, to organising tho idea, and making 
the. iuv\- -Slavery thought a thing. The political reformer, 
as such, is not expected to kindle the sentiment or create 
tho idea, only to thee what he. finds ready, and pul it into 
form. The political legislative is to make laws and insti¬ 
tutions which organize tho idea. Thu political judiciary 
in to expound tho laws, and is limited, thereby. Tho poli¬ 
tical executive i;j to administer tho institution, and is 
limited to that: ho camvA go beyond it. So tho judiciary 
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and live executive a 1 ' Kmib d by the laws and institutions. 
The logiirlatu'fc }s uio on by the people to represent the 
people; that is, il i-, <hovn to represent and to organize 
the ideas, and to express tho sentiments, of the people; 
not to organize sent urn ow, which are in advance of the 
people, or which arc behind fho people. Tlio political 
legislator is restricted hy the ideas of tho people: if h.o 
wants what they do not want, then they do not want him. 
If senator Wilson laid a million of men and women in 
Massachusetts win 1 / entertained the sentiments and ideas of 
Mr. Garrison, why ho would represent tho sentiments and 
ideas of Mr. Garrison, wovdd express thorn in Congress, 
and would go to work to organize those ideas. 

In, hoisting the anchor of a ship., two sets of mem arc at 
work, two machines. One, I think, is called tho windlass. 
Many powerful men put their levers to that, and heist tho 
anchor up out from the deep. Behind them is the capstan, 
whoso business it is to haul in tho ropy. Now, tho func¬ 
tion of the non-political reformer ia to hoist tho anchor up 
from tho bottom : ho is the windlass. But tho business of 
Chase, Hale, Sumner, and Wilson, and oilier political 
reformers, is to haul in the slack, and see that what tho 
windlass lias raised up is held on to, and that tho anchor 
does not drop buck again to tho bottom. The men at tho 
windlass need not call out to the men. at the capstan, 
“ Haul in more slack ! ” when there is no more to haul in. 
This is the misfortune of the position of the men at the 
capstan,—they cannot turn any faster than the windlass 
gives them alack rope to wind up. Thar- ought to bo 
remembered. Every political man, before lie takes his 
post, ought to understand that; and tho non-political men, 
when they criticize him never so sharply, ought to re¬ 
member that the men at the capstan cannot turn any 
foster than the men at tho windlass. 

If tiio politician is to keep in oCTcc, ho must accommo¬ 
date himself to tho- ideas of the people; for the people arc 
sovereign, and reign, while the politicians only govern, 
with delegated power, hut do not reign : they are agents, 
trustees, holding by a special 'power of attorney, which 
authorises them to do certain thing:', for doing which they 
are responsible to tho people. In order to carry hts point, 
tho politician muri have a majority on his side: he cannot 
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wait for it to grow, but rami have it now, else no loses Kih 
post. Tl’o takes the wolf by the oars ; and, if be lets go, 
tho wolf cats him up: ho must therefore lay hold whore he 
can clinch fast and continue. If Mr. Sumner, in bis place 
in the Senate, say?, what Massachusetts docs not indorse, 
out goes Mr, Sumner. Tt is the. came with the rest. All 
politicians are well aware, of that fact. I have sometimes 
thought they forgot a great many other things; they very 
seldom forget that. 

See the proof of what I say. If you will go into any 
political meeting of 'Whig? or Democrats, you shall find the 
ablest men of the party on tho platform,—the great Whirr, 
tbo great Democrats ; " the vest of mankind'” will be on 
the floor. Now, watch tbo speeches. They do not pro¬ 
pose an idea, or appeal t"» a sentiment that is in advance 
of tbo people, liut, when you go into an anti-,Slavery meet¬ 
ing, you find that the platform is a great ways higher than 
tire pews, uniformly so. Accordingly, when an African 
speaks (who is commonly supposed to bo lower than “ tho 
rest of mankind'’A and says a very generous thing, there 
is a storm of hisses all round this hall. What docs it 
show? That tho anti-Slavery platform which the African 
stands on is somewhat higher than the general kwel of the 
floor, even in the city of .blow York. The politician on Ids 
platform often speaks to tho bottom of the floor, and not to 
tho top of the ceiling. 

So much for the political reformers: I am not speaking 
of political lumbers. Now a word of tho non-political 
reformers. Their business is, first, to produce the senti¬ 
ment; next, the idea; and, thirdly, to suggest tho mode of 
action. The anti-Slavery non-political reformer is to raise 
tho cotton, to .spin it into thread, to weave it into web, to 
preseribo the pattern after which the dress is to be made; 
and thou hr is to pass over the cloth and the pattern to tho 
political r fc? ner, and lay, “ How, Mr, take your shears, 
and cut it out, and mak » It up.” You see bow very in¬ 
ferior tbo business of tbs political reformer is, after all. The 
non-political reformer is not *.cstrictcd by any law, any 
Constitution, any man, nor by the people, because ho is not 
to deal with institutions; be is to make the institutions 
bettor. If bo do not like tbo Union, bo is to say so ; and, 
just as soon as bo has gathered mi audience inside of tho 
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Union that is a little too largo for its limit,*, the Union will 
Ik: taken down without much noise, and piled up,—just u* 
this partition (alluding to the partition dividing the hull) 
lms been taken down this morning, — and there will be a 
larger place. The non-ixditical reformer can say, “ 3.)own 
with, the Constitution 1 but the political reformer has 
sworn to keep the Constitution. He is foreclosed from 
saying that to-day : by and by he can recant his oath, and 
say it when ho gets ready. The non-pc litical reformer is 
not restricted by fear of losing office. Wendell Pm dips 
can say just what lie pleases any where: if men will not 
hear him in Fnnouil Hall, thej r will, perhaps, in the Old 
South Meeting-house. If they will not here him there, he 
can .speak on the Common; at any rate, in some little 
sehooliiouse. 

The political reformer must havo a majority with him, 
else ho canuot do anything; ho has not carried his 
point or accomplished his end. But the non-political re¬ 
former has accomplished part of his end, if lie has con¬ 
vinced one man out of a million; for that one man will 
work to convince another, and by and by the whole will bo 
convinced. A political reformer must get a majority ; a, 
non-political reformer has done something if ho lues the 
very smallest minority, even if it is a minority of one. 
Tho politician needs bread: he goes, therefore, to the bafoer ; 
mid bread must be had to-day. Ho says, '* I am starving : 
I can’t wait.*’ Tho baker says, “Go and raise the corn,''’ 
" Why, bless you,” ho replies, “it will take a year to do 
that; and I can’t wait.” Tho non-political reformer does 
not depend on the baker. The baker .says, “ I liavo not much 
flour.” “Tory well,” lie says, “I am going to procure it 
for you,” So ho puts in the seed, and raises the harvest. 
Sometimes he must take tho land wild, and even cut down 
the forest, and scare off tho wild beasts. After bo nan clone 
that preliminary work, lie has to put in tho anti-Skivcry seed, 
raise tho anti-Slavery coni, and then get the public baker 
to make the bread with which to feed tho foremost of 
the political reformers,—men like Seward, Halo, Sumner, 
and Wilson. They do all that is possible in‘their present 
position, with such a constituency behind them : they will 
do more and hotter soon uj tho people command; nay, 
they will not wait for orders,—soon as the people allow 
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thorn, These men ere not, likely to prove false to their 
trust. They urge the people forward. 

So much for tiro business. Now look ut tho business 
men. 

T. Look first at tho politico! part of the anti-Slavery 
forces. 

1. There is tho Republican party. ‘That in a direct foreo 
for anti-slavery ; but, ns tho anti-Slavery idea and senti¬ 
ment tire not very wide-spread, the. ablest members of tho 
Republican party are forced to leave their special business 
as politicians, and go into the elementary work'of the sum- 
political reformers. Accordingly. Mr. Wilson stumped all 
Massachusetts last year,—yes, uli tho North ; not wcrldvig 
for purpose purely political, but for a purpose purely unti- 
Slnvery.—io excite the umi-Skivory sentiment, to produce 
an anti-Slavery idea. And Mr. Sumner has had to do that 
work, oven in our city of Boston. Yet New England in 
further advanced in anti-Slavery than any other part, of 
America. Tho superiority of the Puritan stock shows 
itself everywhere ; I mean its moral superiority. Look at 
this platform : how many persons here are of New England 
origin ? If an anti-Slavery meeting was held at San Fran¬ 
cisco or New Orleans, it would be still the same ; the plat¬ 
form would bo Yankee It is tho foot of New Englani. 
which stands on that platform. It is to tread Slavery 
down. But, notwithstanding New England is tho most 
anti-Slavery portion of the whole land, these political men, 
whose business ought to bo only to organize the anti- 
Slavery ideas, and give expression to anti-Slavery senti¬ 
ments in the Semite, or House of Representatives, are 
forced to abandon that work from time to time, to go about 
amongst tho people, anu produce tho anti-Slavery senti¬ 
ment and idea itself. Let us not bo very harsh in criticising 
these men, remembering that they are not so well sup¬ 
ported behind as wo could all wish they were. 

This Republican party has some exceedingly able men. 
As a Massachusetts man, in another State, I am not ex¬ 
pected to say anything in praise of Mr. Sumner, or Mr. 
Wilson, or Mr. Bradcs. It would bo hardly decorous for a 
Massachusetts man, out of his own State, to speak in 
praise of those men. And they need no praise from my 
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lips. And, ;:.s a New England man, I think it is not neces¬ 
sary for mu to praise Mr. Halo or Mr. Foote, Mr. Coll amor, 
Mr .Fessenden, or any other eminent politic- men New 
England. But, as a Neve Englander and a Massachusetts 
man, you will allow me to say a word in praise of ono 
who has no drop of Puritan blood in his veins; who was 
never in. New England hut twice,—the first time to attend 
a cat‘la-show, and the hist, to stand on Plymouth Bock, 
on Forefathers’ Day, and, in the bosom of the sons and 
daughters of the Puritans, to awaken the anti-Slavery sen- 
timenl and kindle the anii-Slavery idea. I am speaking 
of your own .Senator .Seward. As f cannot ho accused of 
State pride or of sectional vanity in praising him, let mu 
say, that, in all the United States, there is not at. this dnv 
u politician so aide, so fur-.:ighted, so cautious, so wise, m 
discriminating, ami apparently so gifted with power to 
organize ideas into men, ami administer that organization, 
as William Henry Seward. T know the other men ; I dis¬ 
tract nothing from them. HU i '-re at thing to lx; second 
where Seward is first. 

Of course, this party, as such, wi‘, nnko mistakes ; indi¬ 
vidual republicans will do wrong ‘h’yya. It has iveon dc- 
clamldiere that Mr. Hale savs. in hm lace in the Senate, 
that he would not disturb Slu.crv .nor die slave-holders. 
I doubt that he over said so in public ; I mu sure it. is not hi.s 
private op:; ion. I know not what he said that has been so 
misunderstood. His sentiment is as strongly anti-Slavery 
as our friend Garrison’s ; but he is just now in what they 
call a “ tight place he wants to do one thing at a time.. 
The same is tme of Henry Wilson and of Charles Sutnner : 
they want to do ono thing at a time, I do not find fault 
with their wishing to do that. The Constitution is the 
power of attorney which tells them how to uct as official 
agents of the people; how to govern for the sovereign 
irmple, whose vicegerents they arc. But there are repub¬ 
lican politicians who limit their work to ono special thing, 
and say, “ To-day will wo do this, and then strike work for 
over. Wo do not intend to do anything to-morrow.” 
They say, “ Please God, we will pull up these woods to¬ 
day.” 1’ho Scyth says, “ You shan’t!” And these men 
say, “ I/ct us pull up these r wc will never touch those 
which grow just tin* other side of the path.” They hato 
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thoso other weeds just ns much ; they mean to pull them 
up : but I run sorry to hear them say they do not intend 
to : and I run glad to hear severe censure passed upon them 
for promising never to do *hut particular thing,—not for 
taking one step at u time. If we only find fault with real 
offenders, we shall still have work enough to do. 

• I say this party lias great names and powerful men. It 
will gain others from the Democrats and from the Whigs 
alike. Seo what it has gathered from the Democrats ! 
Look at that high-toned and noble newspaper, tho Evening 
Post , unu its editor, not only gifted with tht genius of 
poetry, which is a great thing, but with tho genius of 
humanity, which is tenfold greater. tSco likewise such a 
man ns E.tmeis 1\ Diair coming into this movement! 
Governor Chase is another that it has gathered from that 
party. There are various other men whom I might mention 
from both tho old political parties. Then see what service is 
rendered to the cause of humanity by a newspaper, which, 
.. lev: years ago, seemed sworn for ever to Henry Clay. I 
speak of tho only paper in the world which counts its 
readers by tho million,—the New York Tribune, Tho 
Republican party gathers the best hem ts and tho noblest 
heads out of the Whig and tho Democratic parties. If 
faithful, it will do more in this way for tho future than in 
tho past. The Democratic party continues to exist by these 
two causes : (1) its admirable organization ; (2) tho tra¬ 
dition of noble ideas and sentiments. In this respect, it is 
to the Americans what the Catholic Church is to Europe; 
tho leaders of the two about equally corrupt, the rank and 
filo about equally deceived, hoodwinked, and abused. 
YvTiich is the better,—fo be politieiau-ridden, or priest- 
ridden? Good men will become weary of such sendee, 
and leave the party for a better, soon as they are sure that 
it is better. 


2. Look next at tho American party., so called: if; is 
anti-American in some particulars. This is an indirect 
anti-Slavery force, as tho Republican party is a direct nnti- 
Slavcry force. I suppose you know what its professed prin¬ 
ciple is,—“ No foreign influence in our politics.” Now, 
that principle comes partly from a national instinct, whoso 
function is this : first, ' > prevent the excess of foreign blood 

a 2 
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in our veins ; and, secondly, tho excess of foreign ideas in 
the American consciousness. Well, it was necessary there 
should bo that party. It has a very important function j 
because it is possible for a people to take so much foreign 
blood in its veins, and so many foreign ideas to its con¬ 
sciousness, that its nationality perishes. 

In part, Ibis principle comes from the national instinct; 
and that is always stronger in the great mass of the people 
than it is in any class of men with " superior educa¬ 
tion : 5> for the superior (education, consists almost wholly in 
development of the understanding,—the. thinking part,— 
not in culture of tho conscience, the a flections, and tho reli- 

S ’ous element. Therefore, for the national instinct, I. never 
ok to lawyers, ministers, doctors, literary a:v scientific 
men, or, in short, to tho class of men who have what is 
called tho “ best education I look to the great mass of 
tho people. It seems to mo that tho national instinct of 
the Saxon had (something to do in making this principle of 
the American party so popular. 

However, I do hot think the chief devotion to this prin¬ 
ciple comes from that source, but from one very much cor¬ 
rupter than that,—a source a great deal lower than tho 
uneducated mass of the Northern people. It comes from 
political partisans,—men who want office. Thereuiro two 
ways of getting into high office. One is to fiv there: that 
is a very good wav for an. animal furnished with wings. 
Tho other is to crawl there : that is the only way left .'for 
such as have no wings, and no legs, cud no arms. Well, •' 
there was a class of men at the North who could not fly 
into office; and when tho way which led up to tho office 
was perpendicular, and went up straight, they could not 
crawl; they were so slippery, that they fell off: there was 
not strength, enough in their natural gluten to hold up 
their natural weight. Such men could not fly there; they 
could not crawl there, so long as tho road wont straight 
up; set they took the Know-Nothing plank, which sloped 
up pretty gradually; und on it ’Mr. Gardner crawled into 
tho governorship of Massachusetts. A good many men, in 
various other States, wormed up on that gently sloping 
inclined plane, who else never would have been within sight 
of any considerable office. Now, it is this class of men, 
who caught sight of that principle demanded by the national 
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instinct, which fears sm excess of foreign blood in our veins, 
and of foreign ideas in our consciousness; and they said, 
" Let us make use of tlmt as a wed go upon which wv. can 
crawl up iutoyiffice.” Thov have got in there; but before 
long they will sail out of their lofty hole, Oiy if they stay in, 
will bo *hriveiled up, dried clear through, and by and by 
be blown off so far that no particle of them will ever bo 
found again. The American party just now, throughout 
all the United States, I fear, has fallen into the hanat of 
this class of men. It does not any longer, I think, re¬ 
present the instinct of the. less-educated people, or (ho 
consciousness of the more thoughtful people, but the de¬ 
signs of artful, crafty, and rather low*-minded persons. 

Hut let no injustice bo done. In the party aro still 
noble men, who entered it full of this national instinct, 
with these three negations on their banner,—No Priest¬ 
craft, No Liquor. No Now Slave States. Some of them still 
adhere, to the worst of the leaders of their party. Loyalty 
is as strong in the Saxon us in the Russian or Spaniard ; as 
often attaches itself to a mean man. It is now painful to 
see such faithful worshippers of such false “gods.” “An 
idol is Nothing,” says St. Paul: it may also be a Know- 
Nothing. 

This party, notwithstanding its origin and character, 
has clouo two good works—one negative, one positive. 

Hirst, it helped destroy tho Whig and Democratic 
party. That was very essential. Tho rmti-Slavcry man, 
the non-political reformer, wanted to sow his seed in the 
national soil. It was dreadfully cumbered with, weeds of 
two kinds—Whig-weed and Democrat-weed, Tho Know- 
Nothings lent their hands to destroy these weeds ; and 
they have pulled up tho Whig-weed pretty thoroughly: 
they have tom it up by the roots, shaken tho soil from it, 
and it lies there partly drying and partly rotting, but, at 
any rate, pretty thoroughly dead. They laid hold of tho 
Democrat-weed. That was a little too rank, and strongly 
rooted in the ground, for them to pull up. Nevertheless, 
they loosened its roots; they gave it a twist in tho trunk; 
they broke of somo brandies, and stripped oft" some of its 
leaves, and it does not look quite so flourishing os it did 
several years ago. . 

Now, this negative work is very important; for, if we 
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c-oukl got both tiicso Idncis of weed out of tho soil, it would 
not bo a very difficult mutter to sow the seed and raise 
a harvest of anti-Slavery. 

Nest for tho positive work. It calls out men who 
hitherto have never taken tho initiative in politics, but 
have voted just as they vrero hid. I will speak of Massa¬ 
chusetts, of Boston. Wo had there a Urge class of excel¬ 
lent men, whe always went, a week or two before tho 
election, to tho Whigs and Democrats, and said, " Whom 
are wo to veto for ?” Tho great Whigs said, "Wo have 
not yet taken counsel of tho Lord ; wo shall do so to-mor¬ 
row,. and then wo will tell yon.” So these men went 
home, and bowed their knees, and waited in silent sub¬ 
mission ; and tho next day their masters said, “ You arc to 
vote for John Smith or John Brown,” or whosoever it 
chanced to bo. And the people said, “Hurrah for tho 
great John Smith !” “ Hurrah for the great John Brown 1” 
“Did you ever hear of him before?” asked some one. 
“ Ho : but he is tho greatest man alive.” “ Who 
told yon so?” “'Oh! our masters told us so.” How, 
tho luiow-Notlungs went to that class of men, and 
said, “You have been fooled long enough,” “So we 
have,” said tho people, “ and no mistake 1 and web will n A 
boar it any longer.” They would not bo fooled any longer 
by the Whigs, and somo of them no longer by tho Demo¬ 
crats ; but they were fooled by the Know-Nothings. Never¬ 
theless, it was an important, thing for this class of people 
to take the initiative in political matters. If they stumbled 
as they tried to go alone, it is what all children have done. 
“Up and take another,” ikgood advice. So.tho Know- 
Nothings not only pulled up tho Whig-weed, and left it to 
rot, but they stirred the knd; they ploughed it deep with 
a subsoil plough., turning up a wholo stratum of people 
which had never been brought up to tho surface of the 
political garden before*. That was another very important 
matter'; and yet, allow me to say, with all this irubsoi.lii.ig, 
they have not turned up one single man. who proves power¬ 
ful in politics, and at tho same time new. Mr. 'Wilson 
owns his place in tho Senate to the Know-Nothings: lie 
was known to bo a. powerful man before. Mr. Banks owes 
his place to this party; he, also was a powerful man before. 
I do not find, anywhere in'tho Hmtod States, that tho 
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Americans have- brought ono single able man before the 
jxsople, who was not known to the people just as well before. 
You shall determine what that fact means, X shall not say 
just now. 

At the South, this party has done greater service than at 
the North ; for, among f ho non-slaveholders at tho South, 
there is a class of men with very littlo money, Ice® educa¬ 
tion, and no social standing whatsoever. ‘That class Lave 
been deprived of their political power by tho rich, educated, 
and respectable slave-holders; for tho slave-holders make tho 
laws, fill tho offices, and monopolize all tho government of 
tho South. Those Poor-whites are nothing but tho dogs of 
tho skve-lioldcr. 'Whenever he says, " So.be him, Dirt- 
eater ! ,J away goes this whole pack of pro-Skvery dogs, 
catching hold of whomsoever their master set them upon. 
This class of men, having no money and no education, 
and no means of getting any, deprived of political in¬ 
fluence, felt that they wore crushed down ; but they wero 
too ignorant to know what hurt them. They had no news¬ 
papers, no means of concerted action. Northern men have 
undertaken to help those men, Mr. Vaughan established 
his newspaper at Cleveland chiefly for tho purpose of reach¬ 
ing them. Cassius M. Clay, in Kentucky, said, "Let us 
speak to that class of mm.’' Oneo in a while, you hear of 
their holding n meeting somewhere in Virginia, and utter¬ 
ing some kind of anti-Skvory sentiment or idea. Very 
soon they are put down. Now, the Know-Nothings went 
among tho Poor-white® in tho South, turd organized Ame¬ 
rican lodges. The whole thing was done m secret; so 
that tho organization, was established, and sot on it® legs, 
before tho slave-holders knew anything about it:-it was 
strong, and had grown up to bo a great boy before they 
knew the child was bom. Of course, tho Southern Know- 
Nothing party, at first, does „.ofc know’ exactly what to do; 
eo it takes the old ideas of persons that arts about it, and 
becomes intensely pro-Skvery. That is not quite all. The 
Whigs at the South have always been feeble. They saw 
that their party was going to pieces; and, with the instinct 
of that other animal which flees out of tho house which is 
likely to fall, they sought shelter under some safer roof: 
they fled to tho Know-Nothing organisation. The leading 
Whigs got control of tho party at tho South, and made 
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that still more pro-Sln very iu the South which was already 
sufficiently despotic at tho North. Never tholes, there has 
now risen up, at,the South, a body of men who, when they 
come to complete* consciousness of themselves, will see 
that they arc in tho same boat with tho black man, and 
that what now curses tho black man will also nun tho 
Poor-white at last. At present, they are too ignorant to 
.understand, that; for the hulk of the American party at 
the South consists of Know-Nothings, who wore such before 
they over went into a lodge—natural Ivnow-Nothinga, who 
need no initiation. Nevertheless, they are human; and ■ 
tho truth, driven with tho slave-holder’s hammer, will force 
itself even into such heads. 

Such men uro not hopeless. One day, wo shall sec a great 
deal of good oomo from them. At present, they arc in tho 
same condition with the Irish at Boston—first, ignorant; 
mid next, controlled by their priests; for, as the Irish 
Catholic in Boston and Now York is roughly ridden by 
that heavy ecclesiastical rider, the priest, m> the Know- 
Nothings at the South are still more roughly ridden by 
this desperate political rider mounted upon their hacks. 
Ono day, both the Irish and tho Know-Nothing master will 
bo unhorsed, and there will bo no more such riding. 

So much for these two anii-Slavery forces—ono direct, 
and tho other indirect. 

This, let me say in general, is the sin of the politician— 
he seeks adieu for his own personal gain, ami, when ho is in 
it, refuses to organism the anti-Sl&vcry ideas which he was 
put in office to develop and represent. After the windlass 
has lifted the anchor, he refuses to haul in the slack cable. 
That was the. case with Webster; it caused him his death. 
It- was tho case with Everett; it brought him to private 
lifo and political ruin. Many arc elected as anti-slavery 
men, who prove false to their professions. New England 
is rich in traitors. The British Executive bought Benedict 
Arnold with money; tho American Executive has since 
bought many an Arnold.. Look at tho present national 
Administration. In .1832, had he published his programme 
of principles and measures, do you think Mr. Pierce would 
have had tho vote of n single Northern State ? Not an 
electoral veto would have been given by tho North for 
robbing tho people of a million square miles of land, and 
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bestowing it on three hundred and fifty thousand, slave¬ 
holders ! He is an official swindler. He got his place by 
false pretences—the juggling trick of the thimble-rigger. 
iJr. Halo says, “ For every dough,faced representative, 
there is a dough faced constituency” It is true;-but the 
constituency is not always guile so soft as the delegate; it 
is at least slack-baked, and does not pretend to be what it 
knows it is not. 

Hero, too, lot me say, it is n great misfortune that tho 
North has not sent more strong men to tho political work. 
In time of war, you take the ablest man you can find, and 
put them to do tho military work of tho-people. The 
North commonly sends her ablest men to science, literature, 
productive industry, trade, and manufactures ; the South, 
here to politics ; and so she outwits and beats as from one 
fifty years to another. But, in such a terrible battle as this 
before us now, rest assured the North cannot afford to sand 
bar strong men to’ callings directly productive of pecuniary 
voire: we must have them in politics-—men of great mind, 
able to sea far behind and before; of great experience, to 
organize and administer. Above all must our statesmen, 
be men of groat justice and humanity, such ns reverence 
the higher law of God. Integrity is tho first thing needed 
in' a statesman. Tho time may come when tho men of 
largest human power may go to the shop, the counting- 
room, the farm, the ship, to science, or preaching: just 
now wo cannot afford to make a land-surveyor out of a 
Washington, or turn our Franklins into tallowchtmd 1 ere. 
When we can afford such expenditure, I shall not obi out: 
now we are not rich enough to allow Moses to tend sheep, 
asses, and young camels, or to keep Paul at tent-making. 

Hero aro the anti-Slavery forces which are not political. 
They are various. 

At first, tho anti-Slavery men looked to tho American 
Church, and said, “ That will bo our groat bulwark and 
defender.” Instead of being a help, it has been a hinder- 
ante. If tho American. Church, twenty years ago, could 
have dropped through tho continent, and disappeared alto¬ 
gether, the anti-Slavory cause would have boon further on 
than it is at this day. If, remaining above ground, every 
minister in tho United States had sealed his lips, and said, 
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” Before God, I will say.no -word for freedom or against it, 
in. behalf of tho slavc-holclcr or of his victim.” Bio anti- 
Slavery enterprise would have been further on than it is 
at this day. I say, that, notwithstanding tho majestic 
memory of 'William Ellery Charming, a magnanimous 
man, whoso voice rung Hko a trumpet through tho con¬ 
tinent, following that other clearer, higher, more widely 
sounding voice, still spared to us on earth (Mir. Garrison's)"; 
notwithstanding tho eloquent words which do honour to 
the name c£ Beecher and tho heart of humanity ; notwith¬ 
standing tho presence of this dear good soul (referring to 
Samuel J, May), whoso presence in tho anli-Slavery cause 
has been like the month whoso name he bears, and has 
brought a whole hpfid of tho sweetest flowers,—tho 
Church Inns hindered more than, it lias helped. For the 
tallest heads in tho groat sects were lifted tip to blaspheme 
tho God of Righteousness, and commit tho sin which Mr. 
Rentond says is second only to Atheism,—the denial of 
humanity. While the Atheist openly domed God, many 
a minister openly denied man. 1 think the minister com¬ 
mitted the worst sin ; for ho tunned in tho name of God, 
and hypocritically : he wrought his blasphemy that ho 
might gain his daily bread, while tho Atheist perilled his 
bread and his reputation when he stood up, and said, "I 
think thoro is no God.” I have no respect for Atheism ; 
but, when n man in tho pulpit blasphemes the Divinity of 
God by treading the humanity of man under His anointed 
foot, I say 1 would tako my chance in tho next world 
with him who speaks out of his own heart, in his blind¬ 
ness, and says, ‘'There is no God,” rather tuna share the 
lot of that man who, in tho name of .Jesus and of tho 
Father, treads down, humanity, and declares there is no 
higher law. 

There are a great many direct anti-Slavery forces. 

1. The conduct of the slave-holders in the South, and 
their allies, has awakened the indignation of tho Forth. 
Tho Fugitive. Slave Bill was an anti-Slavery measure. We 
said so six years ago ; now wo know it. Kidnapping is 
anti-Slavery ; it makes anti-Slavery men. The repeal of 
tho Missouri Compromise stirred anti-Slavery . eutimont in 
Kor thorn hearts. Tho conduct of affairs in ’Kansas, Judge 
Kano’s wickedness, and the horrible outrage at Cincinnati, 
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■—all these turn out anti-Slavery measures;. Mr, Douglas 
stands in his place in the Senate, and turns his face north, 
and says, “Wo-mean to subdue you.” The mass at tho 
North gay*, “"Wo aro not going to bo subdued.” It is an 
anti-Slavery resolution. The South repudiates Democracy^ 
tho Charleston Mercury and tho Richmond Examinerln&j 
that tl\o Declaration of Independence is a great mistake 
when it savs fill men arc by nature equal in thdr right to 
life, liberty, and tho pursuit of happiness,—that there is no 
greater lie in tho world. hvTien die North understands 
that, it says, “ j. am anti-Slavery at once.'' 5 Tho North 
has not heard it yet thoroughly. One day it-will. 

2. Then there aro tho general effects of education: it 
enlightens men v so that they can see that Slavery is a kvl 
speculation, bad economy. 

3. Then thero is tho progressive moralimtion of tho 
North. Tho North is getting better, moro and more 
Christian and humane. It was never so temperate as to¬ 
day, never so just, never so moral, never so huwmno and 
philanthropic. To bo sure, even now -wo greatly over¬ 
look our black brother: it is because ho is not an Anglo- 
Saxon. But he lias human blood in his veins: by and by 
we. shall sec our black brother also. 

4. Then tho better portion of tho Northern press is on 
our side. Consider" what quantities of books have been 
written within the last ten years full of anti-Slavery senti¬ 
ment, and running over with anti-Slavery ideas. Think 
of Uncle 2'om’s Cil/in and tho host of books, only in¬ 
ferior to that, which have been published. Thou .look 
at tho newspapers. I just spoke of tho Evening Post, and 
Tribune: look at the New York Independent, with twenty 
thousand subscribers, with so much anti-Slavery in it. It 
does not go tho length that I wash, it did, and sometimes it 
does very mean things; for it- is not unitary. See what 
powerful anti-Slavery agents aro the Evening Post, tiro 
Independent , the- New York Times , and tho New York 
Tribune, and that whole army of newspapers, some of 
them, in every Northern, city; not to forget tho National 
Era , at Washington. Besides these, thero aro tho anti- 
Slavery newspapers proper, thcLibsraior, th ^Standard, and 
divers others, only second where it is praise to be inferior. 

5. Then, there is tho anti-Slavcry party proper, with its 
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men, its money, anti its immense force in tlio country. What 
power of religion it has ! I know it has been called anti- 
religious, anti-Christian, Infidel. Was not Jesus of Naza¬ 
reth nailed to the cross, between two thieves, on the charge 
that Ho blasphemed God ? How rich is this party in its 
morals, hew mighty in its eloquence! I am sorry its most 
persuasive lips nro not hero to-day to speak for themselves 
and for you, and instead of me. Hero is a woman also in 
the anti-Slavery ranks. I need say nothing of her: her 
.own sweet music just now awoke the tune o? humanity in 
your hearts, and 7 ®v the anti-Slavery sentiment spring 
in tears.out of yom ..yes. One day, from such watering, it 
will blossom into on anti-Slavery idea, and fruiten into 
.anti-Slavery acts. 

; (I.) Hero is tho merit of this anti-Slavery party. It 

appeals to the very widest and deepest humanity. It 
.knows no restriction of Stato or Church. If the State is 
.wrong, tho anti-Slavery party says, "Away with tho State! ” 
if tho Church is mistaken, "’Down with the Church!' 3 If 
ihc people arc wrong, then it says, " Woo unto you, 0 ye 
people 1 you aro sinning against God, and your sin will 
•had you out" It does not appeal to tho politician, tho 
priest, the editor alone; it goes to tho people, faco to face, 
oyo to eye, heart to heart, and speaks to them, and with 
immense power. It knows no man after the flesh. Let 
me suppose an impossibility—that Mr. May should become 
as Everett, and Mr. Garrison as Webster: would their sin 
be forgiven by tho abolitionists ? No: those who sit behind 
them now would stand, not on this platform, but on this 
table, and denounce them for thoir short-coming and wrong¬ 
doing. They spare no man; they forgive no sin against 
■the idea of Freedom. 

They are not selfish; for they ask nothing except an 
opportunity to do their duty. And they have- had nothing 
except a "chanco" to do that; always in ill report until 
now, when you shall judge how much there is of good 
report awaiting them. 

They aro untiring. I with they would sink through 
tho platform, so that"! could say what would now put them 
to tho blush before so largo an audience. 

, They appeal to tho high standard of absolute right. This 
is their merit The nation owes them a great debt, which 
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will not bo paid in tins life. Their reward is in the noble- 
ness winch docs such deeds and lives such life.: thus they 
will take with them "on inhen: .mco incorruptible, mi de¬ 
filed, and which fndelh not away.” 

(2.) Here, I think, is their defect. They forget, some¬ 
times, that there must he political workmen. This comes 
from the fact, that, to so great nri extent, they aro non- 
voters, even ,f non-resistants.” If they were the opposite, 
they would have appealed to violence : being Quakers and 
non-resistants, they have not done quite justice always, it 
seems to me, to those who work in the political way. 

This has been charged against them : that they quarrel 
among themselves; two against three, and tlirco against 
two; Douglas against Garrison, and Garrison against 
Douglas; tbo liberty-party men againot the old anti- 
Slavery men; and all that. ‘That is perfectly true. But 
remember why it is so. You can bring together a 'Demo¬ 
cratic body, drew your line, and they all touch the mark: 
it is so with the "Whigs. They have long been drilled into 
it. But, whenovev a body of men with now ideas comes to 
organize, there aro as many opinions ns persons. Pila‘o 
and Horod, bitter enemies of each other, were made friends 
by a common hostility to Jesus; but, when the twelve dis¬ 
ciples came together, thoy fell out: Paul resisted. Peter; 
James differed from John; and so on. It is always so on 
every platform of new ideas, and will always bo so—at 
least for a long time. Wo must bear with one. another 
the best wo can. 

I think that tho anli-Skvery party has not always done 
quite justice to the political men. See why. It is easy for 
Mr. Garrison and Mr. Phillips or mo to say nil of our 
thought. I am responsible to nobody, and nobody to me, 
But it is not easy for Mr. Sumner, Mr. Seward, and Mr. 
Chase to say all of their thought; because they have a 
position to maintain, mid they must keep in that- position. 
Tho political reformer is hired, to manage a mill owned 
by tho people, turned by tho popular stream—to grind 
into anti-Slavery meal such corn, as tho people bring him 
for that purpose, and other grain also into different meal* Ho 
is not principal and owner, only attorney and hired-man. Ho 
must do his work so ns to suit his employers, eke they say, 
k.Thou mayeat be no longer miller.” Tho non-political 
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reformer owns his own mill, which is turned by the stream 
drawn from his privnto pond: he put up the dam, and may 
do what ho will 'with his own—run it nu night, on Sunday, 
and the -1th of July; may grind just as he likes, for it 
is his own corn. JIo sells his meal to such ns will buy. Ho 
is in no danger of being turned out of bis office; for be 
lias no master—is not hired man to any one. 

Tho anti-Slavery non-political reformer is to :-xcito tho 
sentiment, and give the idea: bo may tell bis whole scheme 
all at once, if be will. But tho political reformer, who, for 
immediate action, is to organize tho sentiment and idea ho 
finds ready for him, cannot do or proposo all things at 
once: he must do one thing at a time, tell ono thing at a 
time. Ho is to cleave Slavery* off from tho Government; 
and so must put tho thin part of his wedgo in first, and 
that where it will go the easiest. If lie takes a glut as 
thick as nn anti-Slavery platform, and puts it in anywhere, 
head foremost, let him strike never so hard, ho will not 
read off a splinter from tho tough log; nay, will only 
waste his strength, and split tho head of his own beetlo! 

Still, this non-political, anti-Slavery party—averse to 
fighting, Hostile to voters under present, if not all possible, 
-circumstances—has been of most immense valuo to man¬ 
kind. It has been a perpetual critic on politicians; and 
now it has become so powerful that every political man in 
the North is afraid of it; and, when he makes a speech, ho 
asks not only, What will tho Whigs or tho Democrats 
think of it? but, what will tho anti-Slavery men say; 
what will tho Liberator and tho Standard say of it ? And, 
when a candidate is to bo presented for *' ' office of presi¬ 
dent, the men who nmko tho nomination go to the Quakers 
of Pennsylvania, and say, “ Whom do you want ?” They 
go to tho non-resistants of Massachusetts—men that never 
vote or take office—and ask if it will do to nominate this, 
that, or tho other man. A truo Church is to criticize tho 
world by a higher standard. The non-political anti-Slavery 
party is' the Church of America to criticize the politics of 
America. It baa been of immenso service; it is now a 
great force. 

G. Besides that, tboro is the spiritof tho Anglo-Saxon tribe, 
which hates oppression, which loves justice and liberty, and. 
will at last ha *'0 freedom for all. Look at its history for 
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three hundred years—from 1556, when tho three millions 
of Old England were ruled by the bloody Mary, to 185(3, 
when the three millions of New England govern them¬ 
selves ! Do you fear for the next three hundred years ? 
That historic momentum will no* b« Inst. 

7. Then there is tho spirit of the age we live in. Only 
see what has been done in a century ! A hundred years 
ago, there were slaves in every corner of the hind. There 
are men on this platform, whoso fathers, within fourscore 
years, have net only owned black, but red and white staves 
also. See what a steady march there has been of freedom 
in New England, and throughout the North'-’likewise on 
the continent of Eurojxs! Christendom ivpudiutes bondage. 
Think of British and French emancipation, of Dutch and 
Danish. Slaver}' is only nt homo in three places in Chris¬ 
tendom,—Russia, Brazil, and the south of tho United 
States. A hundred years ago, there was not a spot in all 
Europo where there was not Slaver}' in one form or another, 
—men put up at auction. It is only ninety-eight years 
ago since men were kidnapped in Glasgow, Scotland^ and 
sold into bondage for ever in tho City of Brotherly Love, 
at Philadelphia. That thing took place in 1758. See 
wlmt an odds there is ! 

It is plain that American Slaver}' is to end ultimately. 
It cannot stand. The question, before us is, “ Shall it nan 
America before it stops ? " I think \i yill not. The next 
question is, “ Shall it end peaceably, as the Quakers wish, 
and as all nnti-Slavery men wish, or shall it end in blood ? ” 
On that point I shall not now give my opinion. 
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PRESENT CRISIS IN AMERICAN AFFAIRS: 

TF“° SLAVE-HOLDERS* ATTEMPT TO WRENCH Tin? 
TERRITORIES FROM THE WORKING PEOPLE, AND 
TO ST READ BONDAGE OTTER ALL THE LAND. 
I)i;i.ivi;hf.d on* thk kvhnixg op may 7. 


11 Oh! ill for him, who, bettering not with time, 

Corrupts the strength of Heaven*descent!?*! will, 
And over weaker grows through acted crime, 

Or seeming-genial venial fault,— 

Itectirring and suggesting still 1 
Ho seems ns one whoso footsteps halt,— 

Toiling in immeasurable sand. 

And o'er n weary, sultry land, 

Far beneath a biasing vault., 

Sown in a wrinkle A tho monstrous hill, 

Tha city sparkles liko a grain of salt." 


America has now come to such a pass, that a small mis¬ 
step may plunge us into lasting misery. Any other and 
older nation would Ixj timidly conscious of tho peril; but 
we, both so confident of destined triumph and so wonted 
to success, forecast only victory, and so heed none of a 1 ! 
this danger. "Who knows what is before us P By waj of 
wanting for tho future, look at the events in the last six 
years. 

1. In tho spring of 1850, camo the discussions on the 
Fugitive Slave Bill, and the programme of practical Athe¬ 
ism ; for it was taught, os well in the Senate as the pulpits, 
that the American Government was amenable to no natural 
laws of God, but its* own momentary caprice might take 
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the place of the eternal reason. “ The Union is in danger” 
was tho a flee ted cry. Violent seeches filled the land, 
and o file era of tho Government uttered such threats against 
the people of the North as only Austrian and Russian ears 
were wont to hear. Even “ discussion was to cease.” That 
year, the principle was sown whence measures have since 
sprung forth, an evil blade from evil seed. 0 

2. The next spring, 1851, kidnapping went on in all the 
North. Kane ruled in Philadelphia, Rynders in New 
York. Boston opened her arms to tho stealers of men, 
who harked in her streets, and howled about the cradlo of 
liberty,—the hiding-place of her ancient power. All the 
municipal authority of tho town was delivered up to the 
kidnappers. Faneuil Hall was crammed with citizen- 
soldiers, volunteers in men-stealing, eager for their— 

“ Glorious first essay in war." 

Visible chains of iron were proudly stretched round the 
Court House. Tho Supreme Judges of Massachusetts 
crouched their loins beneath that yoke of bondage, and 
went under to their own place, wherein they broke down 
tho several laws they were sworn and paid to keep. They 
gave up Thomas Sims to his tormentors. On the 19th 
of April, the seventy-sixth anniversary of the first battle 
of tho Revolution, the city of Hancock and Adams thrust 
one of her innocent citizens into a slave-prison at Savan¬ 
nah ; giving Ills back to tho scourge, and his neck to the 
everlasting yoke-f 

3. In the spring of 1854, camo the discussions on tho 
Kansas-Nebraska Bill; the attempt to extend bondage into 
the new territory" just opening its arms to the industrious 
North ; tho legislative effort to rob tho Northern labourer 
thereof, and give tho spoils to Southern slave-holders. Then 
camo the second kidnapping at Boston: a Judge of Probate 
stole a defenceless man, and made him a slave. The old 
volunteer soldiers put on their regimentals ngrin to steal 
another victim. But they were not quite strong enough 
done; so the United States troops of the lino were called 

* Sea Hr. Parker's Sj.jecke#, Addresses, and Occaaional Sermon*, 
Vo!. H., Nos. VI.—X. 

f Parker, vli n«. No. XL Additional Speeches, Ac,, Vol. I., Nos.. L, 1L 
VOL. VI. 11 
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out to aid tho work of protecting tho orphan. It was tho 
first time I over saw soldiers enforcing tho decisions of n 
New England Judge of Probate ; the first time I ever saw 
the United States soldiers in any service. This was cha¬ 
racteristic work for a democratic army! Hireling soldiers, 
mostly Irislunen,—sober that da}-, at locust till noon,-— 
in the public square loaded their cannon, charged their 
muskets, fixed their bayonets, and made ready to butcher 
• tho citizens soon as a slave-holder should bid them striko a 
Northern neck. The spectacle was prophetic.® 

4. Now, in 185G, Now England men migrate to Kansas, 
taking their wives, their babies, and then* cradles. The 
Old Bible goes also on that pilgrimage,—it never fails tho 
son/i of tho Puritans. But the fathers tiro not yet dead ;— 

“ E’en in our ashes lira their wonted fires.” 

Sharp’s rifle goes ns missionary in that same troop an 
indispensable missionary—an apostle to the Gentiles—w ksc 
bodily presence is not* weak, nor his speech contemptible, 
in Missouri. All tho parties go armed. Liko tho lather, 
tho pilgrim soil is* alio u Puritan, and both trusts in God 
and keeps his powder dry. 

A company went from Boston a fow days ago, a few of 
my own friends and parishioners among them. There 
wero some five and forty persons, part women and children. 
Twenty Sharp’s rifles answered to their names, not to speak 
of other weapons. The ablest minister in the United 
States stirs lip the “ Plymouth Church” to contribute firc- 
nrms to this new mission ; and n spirit, noble as Daven¬ 
port’s and Hooker’s, pushes off from New England, again 
to found a Now Haven in tho wilderness. Tho bones of 
tho regicido sleep in Connecticut; but the revolutionary 
soul of fire flames forth in new processions of tho Holy 
Ghost. 

In 1656, when Boston sent out her colonists, they took 
matchlocks and snaphances to fend off the red savage of tho 
wilderness; in 1756, they needed weapons only against 
the French enemy; but, in 185G, tho dreadful took of war 
aro to protect their children from the white border-ruffians, 
whom iho President of tho United States invites to burn 
the new settlements, to scalp and kill. 

* Parker, Additional Speeches, Vol. I., Nos. V., VI. j Vol. II., Nos. L—IV. 
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In 1850, wc heard only the threat of arms; in 1851, wo 
saw tho volunteer muskets in the* kidnapper's hand ; in 
1854, ho put tho United States cannon in battery; in 1856, 
ho arms tho savage Missourians. But now, also, there arc 
tools of death in tho people’s hand. It is high time. 
When tho people arc sheep, tho Government is always a 
wolf. What will the next step bo ? Mr. Cushing says, 
u I know what is requisite; but it is means that I cannot 
suggest!” Who knows what coup d’etat is getting ready P 
Surely affairs cannot remain long in this condition. 

To understand this present emergency, you must go a 
long ways back, and look a little carefully at what lies 
deep down in tho foundation of States. 

Tho welfaro of a nation consists in these three things ; 
xiamely: first, possession of material comfort, things of 
use and beauty; second, enjoyment of all tho natural 
rights of body and spirit; and, third, tho development of 
tho natural faculties of body and spirit in their harmoni¬ 
ous order, securing the possession of freedom, intelligence, 
morality, philanthropy, and piety. It ought to bo tho aim 
of a nation to obtain these three things in the highest 
possible degree, and to extend them to all persons therein. 
That nation has the most welfare which is the furthest 
advanced in tho possession of these throe things. 

Next, tho progress of a nation consists in two thing's : 
first, in tho increasing development rf tho natural facul¬ 
ties of body and spirit,—intellectual, moral, affections!, 
and religious,—with tho consequent increasing enjoyment 
thereof; and, second, in tho increasing acquisition of power 
over the material world, making it yield use and beauty, 
an increase of material comfort and elegance. Progress is 
increase of human welfare for each and for all That is 
tho most progressive nation which advances fastest in this 
development of human faculties, and the consequent ac¬ 
quisition of material power. There is no limit to this 
progress. 

That is the superior nation, which, by nature, has tho 
greatest amount of bodily and spiritual faculties, and, by 
education, has developed them to the highest degTee of 
human culture* and, consequently, is capacious of tho 
greatest amount of power over the material world, to turn 
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it into uso and beauty. and so of the greatest amount of 
universal welfare for all and each. The superior nation is 
capable of most rapid progress ; for Die advance of man 
goes on with accelerated velocity ; the further he has gone, 
the taster ho goes. 

The disposition in mankind to acquire this increase of 
human development and material power, I will call the 
instinct of progress.. It exists in different degrees in vari¬ 
ous nations and races: some aro easily content with a small 
amount thereof, and so advance but slowly; others desire 
the most of both, and press continually forward. 

Of all races, the Caucasian has hitherto shown the moat 
of this instinct of progress, and, though “erhaps tho 
youngest of all, has advanced furthest in the development 
of tho human fatuities, and in the acquisition of power 
over tho material world; it has already won the most wel¬ 
fare, and now makes tho swiftest progress. 

Of the various families of the Caucasian race, the Teu¬ 
tonic, embracing all tho Germanic people kindred to our 
own, is now the most remarkable for this instinct of pro¬ 
gress. Accordingly, in the lost four hundred years, all the 
great new steps of peaceful Caucasian development lmvo 
been first taken by the Teutonic people, who now bear tho 
same relation to tho world's progress that the Greeks did a 
thousand years before Christ, the Iiomans eight hundred 
years later, and the Romanized Celts of Franco at a day 
yet more recent. 

Of the Teutons, tho Anglo-Saxons, or that portion 
thereof settled in the Northern States of America, have got 
the furthest forward in certain important forms of welfare, 
and now advance tho most rapidly in their general progress. 
With no class of capitalists or scholars equal to the men of 
great estates and great learning in Europe, tho whole mass 
of tho people have yet‘attained tho greatest material com¬ 
fort, enjoyment of natural rights, ancl development of tho 
human faculties. They feel most powerfully tho general 
instinct of progress, and advance swiftest to future welfare 
ar.d development. Hero the bulk of tho population is 
Anglo-Saxon ; but this powerful blood lms been enriched 
by additions from divers other sources, — Teutonic and 
Celtic. 
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Tho great forces which in the last four lumtired yc-ars 
have most powerfully and obviously helped this welfare 
and progress, mny be reduced to two marked tendencies, 
which I will sum up in the form of ideas, and name iho 
one Christianity and the other Democracy. 

By Christianity, I mean that form of religion which 
consists of piety—the lo vr o of God, and morality—the 
keeping of Bin laws. Thau is not the Christianity of the 
Christian Church, nor of any sect; it is the ideal’ religion 
which the human race has been groping after, if happily 
we might find it. It is yet only an ideal, actual in no 
society. 

By Democracy, I mean government over all the people 
hv all tho people, nml fur ’.ho sake of oil. Of course, it is 
government according to the natural law of God, by justice, 
tho point conmiun to each man and all men, to each 
nation and all mankind, to tho human race und to God. 
In a democracy, the people reign with sovereign power; 
their elected servants govern with delegated trust. There 
is national unity of action, represented by law ; this makes 
tho nation one, a whole ; it is the centripetal force of 
society. But there is also individual variety of action, 
represented by the personal freedom of tho people who 
ultimately make tho laws ; this makes John John, and not 
James, iho individual a free person, discreet f v om all other 
men ; this is the centrifugal force of society, which coun¬ 
teracts the excessive solidification that would the go on. 
Tims, hy justice, the one and tho many arc balanced 
together, as the centripetal and centrifugal forces in tho 
solar system. 

This is not the democracy of tho parties, but it is that 
ideal government, tho reign of righteousness tho kingdom 
of justice, which, all noble hearts long for, and labour to 
produce, the ideal whereunto mankind slowly draws near. 
No nation has yet eomo so close to it as the people of some 
of tho Northern States, who are yet far beneath ideals of 
government now known, that arc yet themselves vastly 
inferior to others which mankind shall ono day voyage 
after, discover, and annex to human possession. 

In this Democracy, und the tendency towards it, two 
things come to nil: namely, labour and government. 
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Labour for material comfort, the means of use and beauty, 
is the duty of all, and not less the right, and practically the 
lot, of all; so there is no privilege for any, where each has 
his whole natural right. Accordingly, there is no perma¬ 
nent and vicariously idle class, born merely to enjoy and not 
create, who live hy the impurchased toil of others ; and, 
accordingly, there is no permanent and vicariously working- 
class, born merely to create and not enjoy, who toil only for 
others. There is mutuality of earning and enjoying: none 
is compelled to work vicariously for another, none allowed 
to rob others of the natural fruit of their toil. Of course, 
each works at such calling as his nature demands : on the 
marc liberum, tho open sea of human industry, every per¬ 
sonal bark sails whither it may, and with* such freight and 
swiftness as it will or can. 

Government, in social and political affairs, is the right of 
all, not less their duty, and practically tho lot A each. »So 
there is no privilege In polities, no lordly class bore, to com¬ 
mand and not obey, no slavish class born to servo and not 
command: there is mutuality of command an / 3 obedience. 
And as there is no compulsory vicarious work, but each 
takes part in the labour of all, and has his share in tho en¬ 
joyment thereof; so there is no vicarious government, but 
each takes part in tho making of laws and in obedience 
thereunto. 

Such is tho ideal Democracy, nowhere made actual. 

Practically, labour and government are tho two great 
forces in the education of mankind. There take the youth 
where schools find colleges leave him, and carry him fur¬ 
ther up to another seminary, where he studies for what 
honours he will, and graduates into such degrees as he can 
attain to. 

This sharing cf labour and government is the indispens¬ 
able condition for human development; for, if any class 
of men permanently withdraws itself from labour, "first it 
parts from its human sympathy; next it becomes de¬ 
bauched in its several powers; and presently it loses its 
masculine vigour and its femiuino delicacyand dies, at 
last, a hideous ruin. Pe you doubt what I say ? Look 
then at the Roman aristocracy from two centuries before 
Christ to four centuries nfterk-ot the French aristocracy 
from Louis XIII. to Louis XVT. 
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' If any class of men is withhold from government—from 
its share in organizing the people into social political, and 
ecclesiastical forms, from making and executing the lavra—* 
then that class loses its manhood and womanhood, dwindles 
into meanness and insignificance, and also must perish. For 
example, loolc at tho populaco of Home from the second 
century bolero Christ to tho fourth after; look at the miser¬ 
able people of Naples and Spain, too far gone over to bo 
raised out of the grave where they ore buried now; look at 
tho inhabitants of Ireland, whoso only salvation consists in 
Bight to a new soil, where, they may have a share in poli¬ 
tical government, ns well oh in economics labour. 

Bo much for tho definition of terms frequently to bo used, 
and the statement of tho great principles which lie at tho 
foundation of human progress and welfare. 

Now, in tho history of a nation, there are always two 
operating forces,—one positive, the other negative. One 
I will call tho progressive force. It is that instinct of 
progress just named, with tho sum total of all tho excel¬ 
lence* of the people, their hopefulness, human sympathy, 
virtue, religion, piety. This is the power to advance. Tho 
oilier I will'call tho regressive force; that is, tho vis inertia, 
tiro sluggishness of tho people, the sum total of alt the 
people's laziness and despair, all the selfishness of ft class, 
all the vice and anti-religion. This is power to retard. I 
do not speak of tho conservative force which would keep, 
or tho destructive force which would wastcfully consume, 
but only of those named. Tho destructive forco in Ame¬ 
rica is ’now small; the conservative, or preservative ex¬ 
ceeding great. 

Ever}' nation has somewhat of the. progressive force, 
each likewise something of tho regressive. Lot mo illus¬ 
trate this regressive force a little further. You sometimes 
in tho country find a thriving, hardy family, industrious, 
temperate, saving, thrifty, up early and down late. By 
some unaccountable misfortune, tho.ro is bom into the 
family, and grows up there, n lazy boy. _ He is weak in 
tho knees, drooping m the neck, limber in the loins, and 
sluggish all over. Ho rises lata in the morning, after ho 
has been called ruiny times, and, in the dog-days, comes 
down whilst his mother is getting breakfast, and hangs 
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over the fire. Most of you have doubtless seen such; I 
have, to my sorrow. That is one form of tho regressive 
force. Ho is what the Bible calls a. heaviness to his 
mother, and a grief to his father. There is a worse re¬ 
tarding force than this; to wit: sometimes a bad hoy is 
born into tho family with head enough, but with a devilish 
heart; ho is a malformation in respect to all the higher 
facilities,—a destructive form of the regressive force. 
How, a nation may have that regressive force in these two 
forms,—tho lazy rotardative, tho wicked destructive. 

Sometimes this progressive force seems .united to a 
small class of persons,—men of genius, like tho Hebrew 
prophets, the Socratic philosophers, the German reformers 
of the sixteenth century, or the Freuch savants of tho 
eighteenth. But it is not likely it is really thus limited ; 
for these men of genius are merely trees of tho common 
kind, rooted into the public soil, but grown to taller stature 
than the rest 

In the Northern States of America, and also in England 
and Scotland, it is plain this progressive force is widely 
spread among the great mass of tho people, who are not 
only in/Xiuctively, but of set purpose, eager for progress ; 
that is, for the increasing development of faculties, and for 
the consequent increasing power over tho material world, 
transforming it to use and beauty. New England is a 
monument attesting this fact. But still this force arrives 
to ks highest form in men of genius. Here, in tho North, 
you may find men of money, men of education, literary 
culture, and scientific skill; men of talent, able to learn 
readily what can now be taught—who do not- share this 
progressive instinct, whose will is regressive ; but these are 
exceptional men—some maimed by accident, others impo¬ 
tent from their mother’s womb ; whom no Peter and John 
could make otherwise than halt and lame. But all the men 
of genius—aboriginal power of sight, ability to create, to 
know and teach what nono learned before—are on tho side 
of this progressive force. In all the Northern States, I 
know but ono exception among tho moil of politics, science, 
art, letters, or religion. Even in his cradle, the Northern 
genius strangles the regressive snakes of Fogydom. Still, 
these men of genius are not tho cause of tho progressive 
force, only expressions of it; not ita exclusive depositaries. 
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They arc the thunder and lightning, perhaps the rain, out 
of the cloud, sparks from the electric charge : they are not 
tho cloud; they did not make it. Of course, where the 
cloud is fullest of tho fire of heaven, there- is the reddest 
lightning, the heaviest thunder, and the most abounding 
rain. Still, the men of genius did not make the progres¬ 
sive spirit of the North ; they but express and help to 
educate that force. 

In the North, those two educational factors, Labour and 
Government-, are widely diffused : more persons partake of 
each than anywhere else in tho world. Be- there in no ex¬ 
clusive, permanent servilo class—nono that - -docs all the 
work, and enjoys nono of tho results: there is no exclusive 
and permanent ruling class; all aro masters, all servants ; 
all command, and all obey. 

So much for tho progressive force. 

Tho regressive force may consist in tho general slug¬ 
gishness of the whole mass of the people: then it will Ixj 
cither an ethnological misfortune, which belongs to tho 
constitution of tho race—and I am sorry to say that tho 
Africans share that in tho largest degree, and, accordingly, 
have advanced tho least of any of tho races—or else an 
historic accident entailed on them by oppression; and that 
is the coso also with a largo portion of the Africans in 
America, who have a double misfortune—that of ethno¬ 
logic nature and historic position. But among the Cauca¬ 
sians, especially among tho Teutons, this regressive force is 
chiefly lodged in certain classes of men, who are excep¬ 
tional to the mass of tho people, by an accidental position 
separated therefrom, and possessed of power thereover, 
which they use for their own selfish advantage, and against, 
tho interest -J the people. They commonly aim at two 
things—to shun ail tho labour, und to possess all the 
government. 

This exceptional position was either tho accidental at¬ 
tainment of the individual, or else a trust thereto delegated 
from the people; but the occupiers of tho trust considered 
it at length ns their natural, personal right, and so hold to 
it as a finality, and asked mankind to utop the human 
inarch in order that they might rejoice in their special 
occupation. Thus the fletchers of the fourteenth century, 



250 


TIIE TRESEST CRISIS 


who got their b?ead by making bows and arrows, ojjposed 
tho use of gunpowder and cannon; thus the scribes of tho 
fifteenth century opposed printing, and said Dr. Faustus 
was “possessed by tho devil.” In England, two hundred 
years ago, every top-sawyer resisted tike use of saw-mills to 
cut logs into boards, and wanted to drawoff tho water from 
tho ponds. Forty years ago, tho hand-weaver of England 
opposed power-looms. In 1840, tho worshipful conipany 
of ass-dnvers in Italy begged tho Pope of .Romo not to 
allow' a single railroad in his territory, because it would 
injure their property investcd.in packsaddlca and jackasses. 
Tho Pope consented, and no steam-engine dared to scream 
and whistlo in tho Papal States. In Poston, twenty years 
ago, tho Irishmen objected to steam pile-drivers, and broke 
them to pieces; just now, the stevedores of Boston insist 
that fillips shall not bo unladen by horses or steam-power, 
but that a man, who yet has a head, shall live only by the 
great muscles in his arms; that all merchandise shall bo 
taken out of ships by an Irishman hanging at the end of a 
rope. All these men consider Uiat their exceptional posi¬ 
tion. and accidental business is a finality of human history, 
a natural right, which the top-sawyer, tho scribe, and tho 
others have to stop mankind. Tho stevedoro and hand- 
loom weaver must havo no competitors in tho labour- 
market ; tho stcam.-engino must bo shoved off tho track, in 
order that tho donkey may have tho whole country wherein 
to bray and wheeze. 

In Europe, at this day, tho regressive, force is lodged 
chief!) in the twofold aristocracy which exists there, eccle¬ 
siastical and political. In tho sixteenth century, mankind, 
und especially tho Teutonic family, longed to have more 
Christianity : tho priestly class, with tho Pope at their 
head, refused, hewed the people to pieces, burnt them to 
ashes at Madrid and Oxford. Tho priest stood between 
tho people and tho Bible, and said, “ Tho word of God be¬ 
longs to us: it is for tlio priests only, not for you, you 
infidels; down with you! ” Ho counted his stand as tho 
stopping-plnco of mankind: tho human race must not go 
an inch further—he would kill all that tried. Tho result 
attained was a finality. So tho thinker must bo burned 
alive, that tho ass-driver might have tho whole world to 
snap his fingers in and cough t: his donkey!. Even now 



IN AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 


251 


the samo class of men repeat tlio old experiment; and, in 
Italy, Spain, and Spanish America, the regressive powor 
carries tlio day. 

In tliis century, whon the people of Europe wished to 
rnovo on a little nearer to Democracy than before, tho poli¬ 
tical class of aristocrats refused to suffer it; they put men 
of political genius in gaol, or hung them. Kossuth and 
Mazzini wero luck}' men to cscapo to a foreign land; 
thousands fled to America. In Europe, at present, and 
especially on tho continent, this regressive power carries 
tho day, and the progressive forco is held down. For 
priests, kings, and nobles, inheriting a position which was 
once tho highest that mankind had attained to, and then 
taking it os a trust, now count it a right of their own, a 
finality of tho human race, tho end of man’s progress. 

"When a nation permanently consents to this triumph 01 
tho regressive over tho progressive force, allows one doss to 
do all the government and shun oil tho labour, it is presently 
all over with that nation. Look at Italy, with Rome and 
Katies; at Spain, which is too far gone even to bo gal¬ 
vanized into life. Sec what already takes plnco in France, 
where the son of tho nephow has just bee", born, and the 
littlo baby is recognised ns Emporor. Look at an election- 
day in Massachusetts, where the peoplo choose ono of them¬ 
selves to bo their temporary governor, responsible to them, 
swearing him on tlicir statute-book: compare that with tho 
preparation which Napoleon tho Littlo made to anticipate 
tho birth of Napoleon the Least! Why, tho garments got 
ready for this equivocal baby havo already cost more than 
tlio clothes of all our Presidents since “a young buckskin 
taught a British general tho art of fighting. Eighty 
thousand dollars is decreed to pay for baptizing this imperial 
bantling. If twice that sum could’ christen the father, it 
might not bo ill spent, if thereto decreed. Look at Now 
England, and then at Spain, to see tho odds between a 
peoplo that liar tho progressive force uppermost, and a 
nation where tho regressive force has trod tho peoplo down, 
and become, os it must, destructive. Tho Romanic nations 
of Italy and Spain, and tho Romanized Celts of France, 
consent to a despotism wliicb. puts all tho labour on tho 
people, and takes all tho government from them: they 
easily enough accept the rum of tho political and ecclesias- 
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tical aristocracy. But tho Teutons, especially the Saxon 
Teutons, ond, above all others, those in tho Northern States 
of America, with their immense love of individual liberty, 
hate despotism, either political or ecclesiastical. They per¬ 
petually demand more Christianity and democracy; that 
each shall do his own work, and rejoice in its result; that 
each Bhall have his share in the government of all. The 
women, long excluded from this latter right, now claim, 
and will at length, little by little, gain it. When all thus 
share tho burthens and the joys of life, thero is no class of 
men compelled by thoir position to hate society: so law and 
order prevail with case ; each keeps step with all, nor 
wishes to stay the march; property is secure, tho govern¬ 
ment popular. But when one class does all the ruling, and 
forces alt the toil on another class, nothing is certain but 
trouble and violence. Thus, in St. Domingo, red rebellion 
scoured black despotism out of tho land, but with blood. 
If a government, like a pyramid, be wide at the bottom, it 
takes little to hold it up. 

So much for the regressive, force. 

In tho United States wo have two peoples in one nation, 
similar in origin, united in their history, but for tho last 
two generations so diverse in their institutions, their mode 
of life, their social and political aims, that now they have 
become exceedingly unlike, oven alien and hostile; for, 
though both tho stems grow out from the some ethnologic 
root, one of them has caught such a mildow from tho 
ground it hangs over, and tho other trees it mixes its 
boughs among, that its fruit has bccomo “ peculiar,” and 
not like tho native .produce of tho sister trunk. One 
of these I will call tho Northern States, tho other the 
Southern States. At present, thero is a governmental bond 
put round both, which holds them together; but no moral 
union makes the two one. Thero is no unity of idea between 
them. A word of each. 

In tho Northern States we havo a population fifteen 
millions strong, mainly of Ajiglo-Saxon origin, but early 
crossed with other Toutonio blood—Dutch, German, Scan¬ 
dinavian—which bettered tho stock. Of late, numerous 
Celts havo been added to tho mixture, but so recently that 
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no considerable influence yet appears in tho collective 
character, ideas, or institutions of tho North. A hundred 
years lienee, the ethnologic fruits of this other seed will 
show themselves. 

I'hesc Northern Saxons, moreover, are mainly descended 
from men who fled from Europe because they had ideas, 
at least sentiments, of Christianity and democracy which 
could not be carried out at home. They are born of Puri¬ 
tan pilgrims, who were tho most progressive portion of tho 
most progressive people, of tho most progressive stock, in 
all Christendom. They came to America, not for case, 
honour, money, or love of adventure, but for conscience’ 
sake, for the sake of their Christianity and their democracy. 
Such men founded the chief Northern colonies and institu¬ 
tions, and have controlled tho doctrines and tho develop¬ 
ment thereof to a great degree. 

Wo see the remit of such parentage: more than all other 
nations of the i rth, tho North has cut loose from tho evil 
of tho past, and set its face towards the future. At ono 
extreme, it has no lordly class, ecclesiastical or political, 
exclusively and permanently to shun labour and monopolizo 
government, vicariously to enjoy the result of work, vica¬ 
riously to rule; and, at the other extreme, there is no class 
slavishly and unwillingly'to do the work, and have nono 
of its rewards; to suffer all the obedience, and enjoy nono 
of tho command. No class is permanent, highest or lowest. 
The Northern Stages aro progressively Christian, also pro¬ 
gressively democratic, in tho sense just given of Chris¬ 
tianity and democracy. No people on earth has such 
material comfort, such enjoyment of natural rights of body 
and spirit already possessed, such general development of 
tho human faculties. But the attainment docs not satisfy 
us; for wo shore this instinct of progress to such a degree, 
that no achievement will content us. Bo tho present 
harvest never so rich, our song is— 

14 To-morrow to freali fields and pastures new.*' 

No nation has such love of liberty, sUch individual 
variety of uction, or such national unity of action ; nowhere 
is sucli respect for law; nowhero is property so secure, life 
no safe, and tho individual so little disturbed. And, with 



254 


TITS PRESENT CRISIS 


all this, wc aro not at all destructive, but eager to create, 
and patient to preserve. Tho first thing which a Northern 
man lap hold of is a working-tool, an axe, or a plough; 
tho last thing he takes in hand is a fighting-tool, a bowie- 
knife, a rifle: he never touches that till ho is driven to 
tho last extremity. He loves to organize productive 
industry, not war.* 

So much for tho nation North. 

Next, iliuvo arc tho Southern States ten millions in popu¬ 
lation. There also tho original germ was Anglo-Saxon, to 
which additions were mado from other stocks, Teutonic and 
Celtic, though in a t -nailer degree: Franco and Spain added 
more largely to tho mixture. But what has most affected 
tho ethnological character of tho South is tho African 
element. There aro three and a-half millions of men in 
tho Southern States of African origin, whereof half a 
million are (acknowledged) mulattoes, African Caucasians; 
but those monumental half-breeds aro much more numerous 
than tho census dares confess. 

This is not the only human difference between the North 
and tho South. While tho Saxons, who originally eamo 
to tho North, and have since controlled its institutions and 
ideas, were nainly pilgrims, who, driven by persecution, 
fled hither for tho sake of eatablisliing democracy and 
Christianity—tho foremost people in an ago of movement, 
when revolution shook tho whole Teutonic world, bringing 
tho most Christian and democratic institutions and ideas of 
their age, and developing them to forms still more human 
and progressive—tho settlers of tho South were adventurers, 
who came to America to mend their fortunes, for tho sake 
of money, case, honour, love of change* Whilst, subse¬ 
quently, emigrants camo from Europe to the North of their 
own accord, shared tho Northern labour and government, 
partook of its Christianity and democracy, partook of its 
best influences, and soon mingled their blood in tho great 
stream of Northern population: many persons from Africa 
were forced tc immigrate to tho South, and, by legal vio¬ 
lence, compelled to more than their share of labour, driven 
from all share in the government, branded as infenor, and 
mingled with tho Caucasian population only an illicit lust— 
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made subordinate to the owners’ lash. Vhilo tlio North, 
from 1620 to 1856, has aimed to spread education over all 
tho land, and facilitate tho acquisition of property by tho 
individual, and prevent its entailmcnt in families, or its 
excessive accumulation by transient corporations, tho South 
haa always endeavoured to limit education, making it tho 
exclusive monopoly of tho few—who yet learned not much 
—and now makes it a State prison offence to teach tho 
labouring class to read and write: it aims to condenso 
money into large sums, permanently held, if not in families, 
at least in a class. 

Thus, at one extreme, the South had formed a perma¬ 
nently idle and lordly class, who shun labour and mono¬ 
polize government. 

Tho South culminates in Virginia and South Carolina, 
which bear tho same relation to tho slavo States that Now 
England docs to tho free States; that is, they arc tho 
mother-city of population, ideas, institutions, and charac¬ 
ter. As I just said, Christendom cannot boast a population 
in any other country where there are fiftoeu millions of men 
so nobly developed as tho fifteen millions of tho North; so 
far advanced in Christianity and democracy; with so much 
material comfort, enjoyment of natural rights, and develop¬ 
ment of natural powers. Compare New England with Old 
England, Scotland, Franco, Saxony, Belgium, Prussia, any 
of tho foremost nations of Europe, and you see that it is &o. 
But take tho ten millions of tho South, and see wliat they 
are: nowhere in Europe, north of Turkey and west of 
Russia, can you find ton millions of contiguous men who 
have so low a development, intellectual, moral, aflectiorud, 
and religious, as tho ten millions of tho slave States; 
nowhere can you find Caucasians or any other people in 
Western Europe so slightly advanced nnovo tho savage. 
Threo and a quarter millions aro actual slaves. Take tno 
States of Virginia and South Carolina, in which tho South 
comes to its flower: there are ono million ono hundred and 
seventy thousand whites, nine hundred and twenty thousand 
coloured, whereof eight hundred and sixty thousand aro 
slaves; that is to say, out of two millions, moro than one- 
third aro only human property, not counted as human jjor- 
sons. In South Carolina, out of a hundred native whites 
over twenty years of age, there aro seven who cannot read 
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tho name Pierce, the political lord they worship; in Vir¬ 
ginia, out of a hundred native whites over twenty years, 
there are nine who cannot write tho word slave, nor spell 
it after it is written all over their State; whereas, in Mas¬ 
sachusetts, out of four hundred persons over twenty, there 
is only ono man who cannot write, with his own hand, 

LlIlEETY FOR ALT. MEN NOW AND FOR EVER ! , 

Take tho two million population of Virginia and South 
Carolina: there is no people in 'Western Europe so little 
advanced as they; and, in nil Christendom, there are only 
two nations or collections of men whr stand on tho same 
level—the Bussian empiro and Spanish America. Behold 
tho reason for tho phenomenon which struck many with 
surprise,—that South Carolina and Virginia, in their 
politics, have recently sympathized with Bussia and Brazil. 
Birds of a feather flock together, like consorting with like. 

Here, then, are these two nations, alike in their ethno¬ 
logical origin, joint in • their history, now uttcrlv diverse 
and antagonistic in disposition and aim. Tho North has 
organized Freedom, and seeks to extend it; the South, 
Bondage, and aims to spread that. Tho North is pro¬ 
gressively Christian and democratic; while the South is 
progressively anti-Christian and iindcmocratic. First, only 
the Southern measures were anti-Christian and undemo¬ 
cratic ; now also its principles. It lavs down anti-Chris¬ 
tianity and anti-democracy cs the only theory of religion 
and politics. In New England, man la put before pro- 
jjcrty, tho human substance above the material accident; 
in Virginia and South Carolina, property is put before 
man, the material accident before the human substance 
itself; and, of all property that which is most valued and 
most carefully preserved, though most “aristocratic” and 
sacred, is property in the bodies of men. 

That is tho odds between tho North and the South. 

Now, the progressive power of America is lodged chiefly 
in the North, where it is diffused almost universally amongst 
tho people, but most conspicuously comes to light in tho men 
of genius. Accordingly, every man of poetic or scientific 
genius in the North is an anti-Slavcry man; every preacher 
with any spark of Christian genius in him is a progressive 
man and hostile to Slavery. 
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The regressive power is lodged chiefly at the South, 
where it is considerably diffused among the people. That 
wide diffusion comes partly from the ethnologic sluggish¬ 
ness of the African element mixed in with the population, 
but still more from the degradation incident to a people 
who have long sat under tyrannical*masters. It is this 
which has debased the Caucasian of Virginia, Tennessee, 
North and South Carolina. 

But ns the progressive force of the North comes clearest 
to light in the men of genius, so the regressive force at tho 
South is most shown in tho men of eminent ability, eccle¬ 
siastical and political, of whom not a single man is publicly 
progressive in Christianity or Democracy. Compare tho 
spirit of the great newspapers of the South, the Richmond 
Examiner, the Charleston. Mercury , with those of tho 
North, the New York Tribune, the Evening Post; compare 
the Southern politicians, tho Masons and Toombses, with 
the Sewards and Chases of the North. See the odds 
between tho mass of tho people at the North and the 
South; between tho eminent genius, all of which at tho 
North is progressive, but all of which at the South turns 
its back on human progress, and would leavo humanity 
behind. There is the difference. 

This regressive force accepts Slavery as the Dagon of 
its idolatry, its “peculiar institution;" and Slavery is to 
the South what tho book of Mormon or the car of Jugger¬ 
naut is to its worshippers. Tills institution is so iniqui¬ 
tous and base, that in Christian Europe, nil the Teutonic 
nations have swept it away; and all the Celtic, all the 
Romanic nations, even the inhabitants of Spain, have 
trodden bondage under their feet Yes, the Ugrians have 
driven out- such slavery from Hungary, from Livonia, from 
Lapland itself; and, of all parts of Europe, Russia and 
Turkey alone still keep the unclean thing; but even there 
it is progressively diminishing. As a measure, it is felt 
to be exceptional, and publicly denounced; as a principle, 
no man defends it: it is there as a fact without a theory. 
Only two tribes in Christendom yet hold to tho theory 
of this unholy thing,—Spanish America and tho slave 
part of Saxon America, the two Bnrbary States of the New 
\Vorld. 

All the regressive power of Christendom gathers about 
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American Slavery, which, is the stone of stumbling, the 
rock of offence in the world’s progress. 

Slavery is the great obstacle to tho present welfare and 
future progress of tho South itself. It prevents the mass 
of the Southern people from tho possession of material 
comfort,—use and beauty; from the enjoyment of their 
natural rights; and also, for tho future, it hinders them 
from the increasing development of their natural faculties, 
and the consequent increasing acquisition of power over 
tho material world. It hinders Christianity and Demo¬ 
cracy, which it would destroy, or else itself must thereby 
ho brought to tho ground. It shuts the mass of the people 
from their share of tho government of society, forces many 
to unnatural and vicarious labour, and robs them of tho 
fruit of their toil. Thus it is the great obstacle alike 
to present welfare and futu.ro development. 

Tho head-quarters of this regressive force are at the 
South, whero its avowed organization and its institutions 
may he found. At tho North it has three classes of allies. 
Hero they are:— 

1. Tho first class is of base men, such as aro somewhat 
inhuman by birth; men organized for cruelty, ns fools for 
folly, idiotic in their conscience and heart and soul. If 
there had been no “ inherited sin” up to last night, these 
men would have “originated” it tho first thing this morn¬ 
ing ; if Adam had had no “ fall,” and tho ground did not 
incline downward anywhere, they would dig a pit on their 
own account, and leap down headlong of their own accord. 
These men aro aboriginal kidnappers, and grow” up amid 
the filth of great towns, sweltering in the gutters of tho 
metropolitan pavement at Cincinnati, Philadelphia, New 
York. Nay, you find them even at Boston, lurking in 
some office,"prowling about tho Court House, sneaking into 
alleys, barking in the newspapers, to let their masters 
know their whereabouts, turning up their noses in the 
streets, snuffing after so mo victim as tho wind blows from 
Virginia or Georgia, and generally seeking whom they 
may devour. These arc “ earthly, sensual, devilish.” For 
tho honour of humanity, this class of men is exceedingly 
small, and, liko other poisonous vermin, commonly bears 
its warning on its face. 
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2. The nest class is of mean men, of largo acquisitive¬ 
ness, or else a great love of approbation, little conscience, 
little affection, and only just, religion enough to swear by. 
These inen you can buy with office, honour, money, or with 
a red coat and a life and drum. There aro a great many 
such persons ; you find them in many places ; and, ft r tho 
disgrace of my own profession, I am sorry to say the)' aro 
sometimes in tho pulpit, taking a South-sklo view of ail 
manner of tyranny, volunteering to send their mothers 
into bondage, and denying the higher law of God. 

3. The third class is of ignorant men, who know no 
better, but may be instructed. 

At the South, this regressive force is thus distributed:— 
(1.) There are three hundred and fifty thousand slave¬ 
holders, who, with their families, make up a population of 
a million and three-quarters; (2.) There, arc four and 
three-quarter millions of non-slave-holders ; and (3.) Three 
and a-half millions of slaves. A word of each. 

1. First, of the slave-holders. Slavery makes them 
rich : they own tho greater part of tho land, and all the 
.slaves, and control tho greater part of the coloured or white 
labouring population. Slavery is u peculiar curse to tho 
South in general, but a peculiar comfort, to tho slave¬ 
holders. They monopolize tho education, own tho wealth, 
have all tho political power of the South—aro tho “aristo¬ 
cracy.” But, since tho American Revolution, I think this 
class has not born and bred a single man who has imido 
any valuable contribution to tho art, science, literature, 
morals, or religion of the American people. Marshall’s 
Life of Washington is the only great literary work of the 
South; its hero was bora in 1732, its author in 1755; 
and both Washington tho hero, and Marshall tho writer, 
at their death, abjured tho "peculiar institution” of tho 
South. 

The Southern “ aristocracy” rears two tilings—Negro 
slaves, of which it is often tho father, and regressive poli¬ 
ticians, who make the institutions to keep tho slaves in 
bondage for over, shutting them out from Christianity and 
Democracy. Behold tho “ aristocracy” of the South ! By 
their fruits ye shall know them. Of tho general morals of 
this class I need not speak : “the dark places of the earth 
aro full of tho habitations of cruelty.” Since tho 1st of 
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January, they have burned four negroes alive, as a joyous 
spectacle and “ act of faitha sort of profession of Chris¬ 
tianity, like tho more ceremonious autos-da-fe of their 
Spanish prototypes. Yet among the slave-holders aro 
noble men; somo who, but for their surroundings, would 
have stood with those eminent in talent, station, and in 
service, too, the forerunners of human progress. Blame 
them for their wrong, pity them for the misfortune which 
they suffer. Yet let me do tho South no injustice. Her 
three hunched and fifty thousand slave-holders have mWl 
tho nation for sixty years; her politicians have beat- mo 
North in all great battles. 

Now, wo commonly judge the South by the slave¬ 
holders. This is wrong: it is like measuring England by 
her gentry, France and Germany by their men of science 
and letters, Italy by her priests. You shall judge what the 
whole mass of tho people are when the " aristocracy,” tho 
picked men, aro of that stamp. 

2. Next aro the non-slave-holders, four and three-quarter 
millions of men. Some of these are noble men, with pro¬ 
perty in land and goods, with somo intelligence ; but, as a 
class, they arc both necessitous and illiterate,, with small 
political power. They arc cursed by Slavery, which they 
yet defend; for it makes labour a disgrace, and, if poor, 
puts them on tho same level with the slave himself. 
Slavery hinders their development in respect property, 
intellectual culture, and manly character; yet, as a whole, 
tlioy aro too ignorant to understand tho cause which keeps 
them down. The morals of this class aro exceedingly low: 
it abounds in murders, and is full of cruelty towards its 
victims. Nay, where itdse in Christendom, save Spanish 
America, is the Caucasian found to take delight in burning 
bis brother with a slow fire, for his own sport, and to pleaso 
a licentious mob ? 

3. Tho third class consists of the slaves themselves, of 
whom I need say only this—that public opinion and tho 
law, which is only tho thunder from that cloud, keep them 
at labour and from government, from Christianity and De¬ 
mocracy, from all tho welfare and development of tho age, 
and seek to crush out tho instinct of progress from tiro 
very nature of the victims. The skve has no personal 
rights, ecclesiastical, political, social, economical, indivi- 
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dual; no right to property—a human accident; nono to 
his body or sorl—the substanco of humanity itself. 

But I fear you do not yet quite understand the difference 
between tho regressive force of slavery at the South, and 
the progressive force of freedom at the North. Therefore, 
to see in noonday light tho effect of each on tho present 
welfare and the future progress of a jieople, compare an 
old typical slave State with an old typical free State, and 
then compare a new slave State with a new free State. 

1. South Carolina contains 29,335 square miles of land; 
Connecticut, 4674. In 1850, South Carolina had 668,507 
inhabitants, whereof 283,523 were free, and 384,984 slaves; 
while Connecticut had 370,792 inhabitants, all free. 

Tho government value of all tho land in South Carolina 
was $0.08 an acre; in Connecticut it was $30.50 tho acre. 
All tho farms in South Carolina contained 16,217,700 acres, 
and were worth $82,431,68-1; while the farms of Connec¬ 
ticut were worth $72,720,422, though they contained only 
2,383,879 acres. Thus Slavery and Freedom affect the value 
of land in the old States. 

In 1850, South Carolina had 340 miles of railroad; and 
Connecticut 547, on a territory not equal to one-sixth of 
South Carolina. In 1855, South Carolina had $11,500,000 
in railroads ; Connecticut had then $20,000,000. 

Tho shipping of South Carolina amounts to 36,000 tons; 
in Connecticut, to 125,000, though she is not advanta¬ 
geously situated for navigation. 

Tho valuo of tho real and personal property in South 
Carolina, in 1850, was estimated by the Federal Govern¬ 
ment at $288,257,694. This includes tho valuo of all tho 
slaves, who, at $400 apiece, amount to $153,993,600. Sub¬ 
tracting this sum, which is neither property in land nor 
things , but wholly unreal and fictitious, there remains 
$134,264,094 as the entire property of tho great slave 
State; while the total valuation of tho land and things 
in Connecticut, in 1850, was $155,707,980. In other 
words, in SouiJi Carolina, 070,000 persons, with 30,000 
square miles of land, are worth $134,000,000 ; while in 
Connecticut, 370,000 men, with only 4600 square miles of 
label, are worth $150,000,000. Thus do Slavery and Free¬ 
dom affect the general wealth of tho people in tho old States. 
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In 1800, South Carolina had 365,026 persons under 
twenty years of ago; her wholo number oi pupils, nt 
schools, academies, and colleges, was 40.373. Connecticut 
had only 157,146 persons of that age, but 83,607 at school 
and college. Will you say it is of no consequence whether 
tho coloured child is educated or not? Then rcmemlxjr 
that iSouth Carolina had 140,322 whito children, and only 
sent 40,373 of them to school at all in that year; while, 
out of 153,66*2 whito children, Connecticut gavo S2,433 
a permanent place in her noble schools. 

In South Carolina, there arc but 129,350 freo persons 
over twenty years of ago; and, of these, 1G,5G4 arc un¬ 
able to read tlio word heaven. So, in nil that great and 
democratic State, there are only 112,780 persons over 
twenty who know their A 13 C’s; while in Connecticut 
there are 213,602 persons over twenty; and, of nil that 
number, only 5306 are illiterate, and of them 4013 nro 
foreigners. But, of all tho 16,564 ignoramuses of South 
Carolina, only 104 were horn out of that State! 

Out of 365,026 persons over twenty, South Carolina has 
only 112,786 who can read their primer; while, out of 
213,662, Connecticut has 208,356 who can read and write. 
South Carolina can boast more than 250,000 nativo adults 
who cannot write or read tho name of their God—a noble 
army of martyrs, a cloud of witnesses to its peculiar insti¬ 
tution ; whilo poor Connecticut, has only 1203 nativo 
adults uuuble to read their Iloly Bible. 

Such is the cfleet of Slavery and Freedom on education 
in tho old States. Tho Southern politician was right: 
" .Ftoo society is a failuro!" 

2. Now compare two new States of about tho same ago. 
Arkansas was admitted into tho Union in 1836, Michigan 
in 1837. 

Arkansas contains 52,108 square miles, and 200,807 
inhabitants, of whom 151,746 aro free, and 58,161 aro 
slaves. Michigan contains 56,243 square miles, and was 
entered for settlement later than her sister, but contains 
307,654 jjersons, all free. 

In Arkansas, the laud is valued nt $5.S8 tho acre; and, 
in Michigan nt §11.3,3. Tho slave State has 781,531 acres 
of improved land; and Michigan, 1,020,110. Tho farina 
of Arkansas aro worth $15,265,245; and those of Michigun, 
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£51,872,446. Thus Sin very and Freedom affect the value 
of land in the new Stales. 

Michigan had, in 1855, 699 miles of railroad, which had 
co3t £19,000,000; Arkansas had paid nothinr, for railroads. 
Tho total valuation of Arkansas, in 1850, \. as $39,871,025: 
the value of the slaves, $23,264,400, was included. De¬ 
ducting that,‘there remains but $16,576,625, os tho entire 
worth of .Arkansas; vrliilo Michigan has property to tho 
amount of £59,787,255. Thus Slavery and Freedom affect 
the vuiuc of property in the new States. 

In 1850, Arkansas had 115,023 children under twenty, 
whereof 11,050 were in schools, academics,-or colleges; 
while Michigan had 211,969, of whom 112,3S2, were at 
school, academy, or college. Or, to omit tho coloured 
population, Arkansas had 97,402 white persons under 
twenty, and only 11,050 attending school; while, of 210,831 
whites of thnfc age in Michigan, 112,175 were at school 
or collcgo. Last year, Michigan had 132,234 scholars in 
her public common schools. In 1850, Arkansas contained 
04,787 whites over twenty—but 10,935 of these were un¬ 
able to read and write; while, out of 18-1,240 of that ago 
in Michigan, only 8281 were thus ignorant—of these, 3009 
were foreigners; while, of the 16,935 illiterate persons of 
Arkansas, only 37 were bom out of that State. The slavo 
State had only 47,852 persons over twenty who could read 
a word; whilo the free State had 175,959. Michigan had 
107,943 volumes in “libraries other than private,” and 
Arkansas 420 volumes, Thus Slavery and Freedom affect 
the education of the people in tho now States. 

Now, seo tho effect of Slavery and Freedom on property 
and education in their rcspectivo neighbourhoods. I tako 
examples from tho Stales of Missouri and 'Virginia, kindly 
furnished by an ingenious and noblc-licarted man. 

1. In tho twelve counties of Missouri, wliia* border on 
slave-holding Arkansas, tber care 20,982 free wpersons, 
occupying 75,360 acres of improved land, valued at $13 an 
acre, or $989,932 : whilo in tho ten counties of Missouri 
bordering on Iowa, a freo State, though less attractive in 
soil and situation, there are 20,890 freo white persons, with 
123,030 acres of improved land, worth $19 an acre, or 
£2,379,765. Thus tno neighbourhood of Slavery retard* 
the development of property . 
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In those ten Northern counties bordering on Freedom, 
thero were 2329 scholars in the public schools; whilo in 
the twelve Southern, bordering; on Arkansas, there wero 
only 33D. Tims the neighbourhood of Slavery affects the 
development of education. 

2. Compare the Northern with the Southern counties of 
Virginin, and you find the same results. Monongahcla and 
Preston Counties, in Virginia, bordering on free Pennsylva¬ 
nia, contain 122,444 acres of improved land, valued at 4521 
an acre, or 452,784.137 in all; arc occupied by 24,095 
persons, whereof 263 only are slaves ; and there nro 1747 
children in tho public schools: while the corresponding 
counties of Patrick and Henry, touching on North Carolina, 
contain’but 99,731 acres of improved land, worth only 4515 
an acre, or 451,554,841 in all; are occupied by 18,481 inha¬ 
bitants, 5604 of them slaves; and have only 961 children 
at school. But cross the borders, and nolo tho change : 
tho adjacent counties of North Carolina, Buckingham, and 
Stokes, contain 103,781 acres of improved land, worth 4514 
an acre, or 451,517,520; 23,701 persons, of whom 7122 aro 
slaves; and havo only 2050 pupils at school or college: 
while Fayette and Green Counties, in Pennsylvania, ad¬ 
jacent to tho part of Virginia above spoken of, contain 
297,005 acres of improved laud, valued at 4549 an acre, or 
457,618,919; 01,243 persons, all free; and 12,998 pupils at 
tho common schools. 

Tho South has numerous natural advantages over tho 
North,—a better soil, a moro genial climate, tho privilege 
of producing those tropica* plants now deemed indispens¬ 
able to civilization. Of 45193,000,000 of exports lost year, 
4593,000,000 wero of Southern cotton and tobacco. * Yet 
such is her foolish and wicked system, that, wliilo tho North 
continually increases in riches, tho South becomes con¬ 
tinually poorer and poorer in commrison. Boston alone 
could buy up two States like South Carolina, and still have 
thirteen millions of dollars to spare. Three hundred years 
ago, Spain monopolized this continent; she exploiteml 
Mexico, Peru, the islands of tho Gulf; all tho gold of the 
Nevr World camo to her hand. Where is it now ? Spain 
is jioortT than Italy. Is hero no lesson fur South Carolina 
and Virginia Y 
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In civilized society, thcro must bo an organization of 
things and of persons^ of labour and of government; and 
so slavery is to be looked at, not only in its economical 
relations, os affecting labour and wealth, power over matter, 
but also in its political relations, as affecting government, 
which is power over men. 

There are 050,000 slave-holders in the United States, 
with their families, making a population of 1,750,000 per¬ 
sons. Now, Slavery is a political institution which puts tho 
government of all tho people of the slave States into the 
hands of those few men : tho majority aro the servants of 
this minority. 

1. Tho 350,000 slave-holders control the 3,250,000 
slaves; owning their bodies, aud, by direct legislation, pur- 
p- sely preventing their development. 

2. Thr, control the 4,750,000 non-slave-holders, cutting 
them off from their share of government, and hindering 
them alike in their labour and their education, and purposely 
preventing their development. 

3. They control tho Federal politics, and thereby affect 
the organization of things and pen?..ns, of labour and govern¬ 
ment, throughout tho wliolo nation, and purposely prevent 
the development of the whole people. 

In all these three forms of political action, they havo 
selfishly sought their own immediate interest, and wrought 
to the lasting damage of tho slaves, tho non-slave-holders, 
and tho whole people. But neither tho slaves nor tho non¬ 
slave-holders havo made any powerful opposition to this 
injury : tho chief hostility has been shown by tho North, 
or rather by the fow persons therein who either had mind 
enough to sco this manifold mischief clearly, or else such 
moral and religious instinct as raado them at once revolt 
from this wickedness. But, ever stneo tho Declaration of 
Independence, there has been a strife, open or hidden, 
bet ween tho South and this portion of the Northern people; 
and though tho battle has been often joined, yet, smeo 
1783, the North has been beaten in every conflict, pitched 
battle or skirmish, until last January'; then, after much 
fighting, tho House of Representatives chose for Speaker a 
man hostile to Slaver)'. Always before, the South con¬ 
quered tho North; that is, tho minority conquered tho 
majority. The party with tho smallest numbers, the least 
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money, tho meanest intelligence, the wickedest cause, yet 
beat tho larger, richer, more intelligent party, which had 
also justice on its side. There is now no time to explain 
this political paradox. 

Between 1787 and 1851, tho regressive power, Slavery, 
took nine great steps towards absolute rulo over tho United 
States. These X have spoken of before. It now lifts its 
foot to tako a teath step,—to stamp bonclngo on all tho 
territories of this Union, and then organize them into Slave 
States, i/ook at tho facts. 

“Wo have now ono million four hundred thousand square 
miles of territory not organized into States (1,400,934). Of 
this, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, and Utah make nino 
hundred and twenty-six thousand (926,857). Now, the 
South aims to mark it all slave territory, to deliver it 
over to this regressive force, and establish therein such in¬ 
stitutions that a few men shall at first own all tho land; next, 
own tho bulk of tho working pcoplo; and, thirdly, shall 
control the rest of the whites; then themselves monopolize 
education, and yet get very little of it; repress freedom of 
speech, and enact laws for tho advantage of tho vulg&rest 
of all oligarchies,—a baud of mcn-stcalers. 

1/ct mo suppose that there is no immediate danger that 
Slavery will go to Oregon or Washington territory,— 
rather a gratuitous admission; there are still nine hun¬ 
dred AND TWENTY-SIX THOUSAND SQUARE MILKS of. laild to 
plant it on; that is, about one-third of all tho country 
which tho United States own! tho South is endeavour¬ 
ing to establish it there. Within three years tho great 
battle is to bo fought; for, before tho 4th of March, 
1859, all that territory of fourteen hundred thousand 
squaro miles will be cither freo territory or else slave terri¬ 
tory. 

Tho battle is first for Kansas. Shall it bo free, ns tho 
majority of its own inhabitants have voted; or slave, ns 
the Federal Government and the slave power—tho general 
regressive force of America—have determined by violence 
to make it ? This is tho question, Shall the nine hundred 
and twenty-six thousand miles of territory belong to three 
hundred and fifty thousand slave-holders, or to the whole 
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people of the United States? This is a question which 
directly concerns the material interest of over} 1 ’ working 
man in the nation, and especially every Northern working 
man. Before the 1st of January, 1858, perhaps before next 
January, Kansas, with its one hundred and fourteen thou¬ 
sand seven hundred and ninety squaro miles, will ho a Froo 
(State or a Slave State. See what follows, immediately or 
ultimately, if wo let tho slave-holders havo their way, and 
make Kansas a Slave State. 

Look, first, at tie effect on tho welfare and progress of 
individuals. 

1. A privileged class, an oligarchy of slave-holders, will 
bo founded there, such as exists i t the present slave States. 
They will own all tho land, almost all tho labourers; will 
make laws for tho advantage A tho slave-holder against 
tho interest of the alavo and tho non-slave-holder. That is 
tho effect on tho Southern man. 

2. Next sco tho effect on the working men of the North 
who emigrate to that quarter. The}' must go as slave¬ 
holders or as non-iihve-holdcra. 

Some will go as slave-holders, such as tako a South-sido 
view of human wickedness in general. You know what 
tho effect will bo on them. Compare tho condition, tho 
intellectual and moral character, of Now England men 
who havo settled in Georgia, and becorao slave-holders, 
with others of tho same families—their brothers and 
cousins—who havo remained at home, and engaged in 
agriculture, commerce, and manufactures. 

But not many Northern mun will go thoro and becomo 
slave-holders. Sorao will go os non-slave-holders; and you 
will see under what disadvantage they must labour. 

1. They must live by their work, and in a place where 
industry is not honoured, as in Connecticut, but is despised, 
as in fx>uth Carolina and Arkansas. Tho working whilto 
man must stand jn a level with tho slave. Ho belongs to 
a despised caste. Ho will havo but littlo Bclf-xtapect, and 
soon will sink down to tho 'character and condition of tho 
poor whites in tho old slave States. A scientific friend of 
mine, who travels extensively in both hemispheres, says 
that ho has not fjund tho Caucasian peoplo anywhere so 
degraded as in Tennessee und tho Carornas. 
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2. Next, there will bo no miscellaneous mechanical 
industry, ns in New England and all tho free States. 
Agriculture will be tho chief business, almost tho only 
business; and that will bo confined to the great staples— 
com, wheat, rice, tobacco, cotton ; tho aim will bo only to 
produce tho raw material. Agriculture will be poor, land 
will be low in price, and continually getting run out by 
unskilful culture. Tho slave's foot burns tho soil and 
spoils the land ; that is the master’s fault. Twenty years 
hence, land will not ho worth $16 an ucre, as in sterile 
New Hampshire, but $4, ns in fertile Georgia. There will 
1x5 no rapid development of wealth; and, ns tho North¬ 
ern man values riches, I think ho should look to this, 
and see that the land is not taken from under his foot, 
and tho power of creating wealth from his head and 
hand. 

8. Then there will bo no good and abumh nt roads, ns in 
New England, but only a few, ns in Carolina and Virginia, 
and those miserably poor. In Kansas, twenty years hence, 
therj will not be 1664 miles of railroad, as in Illinois, but 
281 miles, as in Missouri. 

4. There will be no abundance of beneficent free schools, 
as in New England, but a few, and of tho worst sort. 
Education will bo tho monopoly of tho rich, who will 
not got much thereof. Laws will forbid the education 
of tho slave, and discourage tho culture of tho mass of tho 
people. 

5. There will be no Lyceums, no courses of lectures; but, 
in their place, there will bo horse-races, occasionally tho 
lynching af an Abolitionist, or the burning of a black man 
ut a slow fire! Yet, now and then, a Northern man will 
bo invited thither by the slave-holders; some unapostolieal 
fisherman will take the majestic memo)-)* of Washington, 
disembowel it of all its most generous humanity, skilfully 
urmnjp) it as bait; and then, with bob mid sinker, hook 
and line, this “ political Micawber," “ looking for some¬ 
thing to turn up, 1 ’ will go angling along tho shore, pray¬ 
ing for at least a presidential bite, and jwasibly obtain a 
conventional nibble. 

0. Thoro will bo no “ libraries other than private," with 
their ono hundred eight thousand volumes, as in 
Michigan; only fou* hundred cud twenty volumes, us iu 
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Arkansas. But a noble army of ignoramuses, twenty-fivo 
men out of each hundred adult white men, mil attest the 
value of the “ peculiar institution." 

7. There will bo no multiplicity of valuable newspapers, 
with an annual circulation of three million three hundred 
and twenty-four thousand copies, as in Michigan; but a 
few political journals, scattering three hundred and seventy- 
sevon thousand clingy sheets, as in Arkansas. 

8. There will be no abundant and convenient meeting- 
houses, as in the North; not one hundred and twenty 
thousand comfortable pew-seats in neat and decorous 
churches, as in Michigan; but only sixty thousand benches 
in barns and log-huts, as in Arkansas. No army of well- 
educated ministers will help, instruct, and moralize the 
community, but ignorant ranters or calculating hypocrites 
will stalk through the Christian year, perverting the Bible 
to a Fugitive Slave Bill, and denying the higher law which 
God writes in man. 

9. There will be no laws favouring all men; hut statutes 
putting the neck of labour into the claws of capital, by 
which tho strong will crush tho weak, and enslave the 
feeblest of all; constitutions like those of South Carolina, 
which provide that nobody shall sit in the popular House 
of tho Legislature, unless, in hia own right, ho own “ ten 
negro slaves." 

10. There mil bo no universal suffrage, as in Massachu¬ 
setts ; but a man's political rights will bo determined by the 
colour of hia skin, and tho amount of his estate. One per¬ 
manent class will monopolize government, money, educa¬ 
tion, honour, and case: the other permanent class will bo 
forced to bondage, ignorance, poverty, and shame. This is 
the prospect which the Northern man will find before him 
if Slavery prevails in the new territory. 

11. 'flint is not all: his property and person will not be 
safe, ns in Michigan; border-ruffians will permanently have 
gone over tho border, and a now Arkansas bo established 
in Kansas. 

Under such circumstances, Northern men will not go 
tWo; and so Kansas, and then all the other thiri- 

T l\, IS STOLEN FROM THE NORTH, AS EFFECTUALLY AS IF 

■;i..>Kn to Russia or annexed to the Spanish domain. 
Yes, moro completely lost; for, if it did belong to Spain, 
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wo might reclaim it by filibustering ; and tho American 
Government would not disturb, but help us. 

Then, if a Northern man wishes to migrate, ho 1ms only 
the poorer land of Washington and Oregon before him, and 
is shut out from tho most voluablo territory of tho United 
States. 

If tho city government of Boston were, next month, to 
establish a piggory on Boston Common, with fifty thousand 
swine, and set up an immense slaughter-house of tho 
savagest and filthiest character in tho Granary Burying- 
ground, on Copp's Hill, and in each of the public squares; 
were to givo all vacant land to tho gamblers, thieves, 
pimps, kidnappers, and murderers—they would not commit 
a worse injustice, and they would not do a greater propor¬ 
tional damage to tho real estate, and more mischief to tho 
health of the inhabitants of tho city, than the American 
Government would do the working people of tho South and 
North by creating this nuisance of Slavery on tho free soil 
of Kansas. 

So much for the effect of this on tho individual interests 
of tiro working people of America. I have only taken tho 
lowest possiblo view of the subject. 

Sco its effects on American jjolitics—on tho welfare and 
progress of the nation. Tf Kansas is made a slave State, 
wo shall either keep united, or else dissolve tho Union and 
separate. 

1. Suppose wo keep united : what follows ? 

First, New Mexico will be a slave State, then Utah. 

California is only half for freedom now, and will soon 
split into two; Lower California will bo slave. 

Then Texas will peel oft’ into new States ; Western 
Texas will soon be made a new slave Stato. 

The Mesilla Volloy, bigger than Virginia, will bo a slave 
territory. 

Then wo shall dismember Mexico—make slave territory 
there. 

Wo shall re-annex tho Mosquito territory: tho Govern* 
menfc wants it, and lots all manner of filibusters ge there now. 

Wo shall seize Cuba, to make that soil red with tho 
whito man’s ,blood, which is now black with African 
bondage. 
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St. Domingo must next fell a prey to American lust for 
land. 

Then wo shall carry out the Fugitive Slave Bill in tho 
North as never before. In 183G, Mr. Curtis asked tho 
Supremo Court of Massachusetts to decree that a slave¬ 
holder from Louisiana might take his bondman to Boston 
os a slnvo, hold him ns a slave, sell him a s a slave, or, as a 
slave, carry him back. In 1855, Mr. Ivnno decreed that a 
slave-holder might bring his slavo into a free State, and 
keep him there as long as ho would in iransiitt. Then wo 
must have laws to enforco theso demandsCongress will 
legislate , and tho Supremo Court will rule to put Slavery 
into every Northern State. In tho beginning of Juno, 
1854, this samo Mr. Curtis, then becomo a judge, gave a 
“ charge,” in which ho made it appear that, to make a 
speech in Faneuil Hall against kidnapping was “a mis¬ 
demeanour.” Yes, if a Massachusetts minister sees his 
parishioners kidnapped, and makes a speech in Faneuil 
I lull against that iniquity, and-tells tho people that they 
ore slaves of Southern masters, Air. Justice Curtis Bays that 
that man has committed a crime, to bo punished by im¬ 
prisonment for tweivo months, and a fine of three hundred 
debars! By-and-by, that charge will bo “ good common 
lav:” all lawyers will bo slave-hunters; all judges of 
tho Scroggs family ; all court-houses girt with chains; all 
the newspapers administration and Satanic; all tho Trini¬ 
tarian doctors of divinity will take a South-sulo view of 
wickedness in high places ; all tho Nothingarian doctors of 
divinity will send back their mothers—for a consideration! 
And then what becomes of freedom of speech, freedom to 
worship God ? What of unalienable rights to life, liberty, 
and tho pursuit of happiness ? They all porirh; and tho 
mocking of tyrants rings round tho land : “ Wo* meant to 
subdue you,” scoffs one; “I said, ‘Wo will crush out 
humanity,' ” laughs forth another. Where, then, is 
America ? It goes where Korah, and Dathan, and Abiram 
are said to hovo gone long ago. Tho earth will open her 
mouth and swallow us up ; tho justice of God will visit us 
—our crimo greeter them that of Sodom and Gomorrah— 
for wo shall hnvo committed high treason against tho 
dearest rights of man! Ho will rain on us worso than fire 
and brimstone; our namo shall rot in tho Dead Sea of 
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infamy, and tlio curses of mankind bang over our memory 
for ever and over, world without end 1 

H. Suppose wo separate. The North may at length feel 
aomo little manhood; become angiy at this continual 
insult, ana be roused by fear of actual ruin; calculate tho 
rvalue of tho Union, and find it not worth while any longer 
to be tied to this ofiensivo partier. See what may follow 
in tho attempt at dissolution. Look at lb* comparative 
•military power—the men and money—of tho North and 
South. 

Omitting California and tho territories, tho North lias 
fifteen million freemen, or three million men able to do 
military duty.; and also thirty-two hundred million dollars 
($3,200,000,000); while the South lias fifteen hundred 
million dollars ($1,500,000,000), six million five hundred 
thousand freemen, ,md three million five hundred thousand 
slaves. But tho latter are a negativo quantity to be sub¬ 
tracted from the whole. So tho effective population is three 
millions, or six hundred thousand men able to bear arms.. 
Such is tho comparative personal and material force of tho 
two. I will not speak of the odds in tho quality of 
Northern and Southern men, looking now omy at tho 
obvious quantiiativo difference. 

The contest could not be doubtful or long. The North 
could dictate the terms of separation, and would probably 
take two-thirds of tho naval and military property of the 
nation, and all of the territories. Then would come tho 
question, where shall be the line of demarcation between 
1'reodom and Slavery? I think the North might fix tho 
Potomac and Ohio as thr. Northern, and the Mississippi as 
tho Western limit ■•'f Slavery. Depend upon it, we shall 
not leave more land ban these boundaries indicate to tho 
cause of bondage. Tnen the ten Barbary States of America^ 
might found a new empire, with despotism for their central’ 
idea; tako the name of Braggadocia, Scrviliu, Yiolentia, 
Thrssonia, or, in plainer Saxon title, Bullydom; and 
become as famous in future history ns tho “ Five Cities of 
tho Plain" were in the past. But would Virginia, Kei - 
tuck)', Tennessee, Louisiana, consent to be border States, 
with no Fugitive Slave Bill to fetter their bondmen ? 

I do not propose disunion—at present. I would never 
leave tho black men in bondage, or the whites subject to 



IX AMERICAS AFFATRS. 


273 


the slavcholuing oligarchy which rules them. The Coiisti- 
tution itself guarantees "a republican form of govern¬ 
ment” to each State in the Union: no slave Stato bar had 
it yet. Perhaps the North will ono day respect the other 
half of “ tho Compromises of the constitution.” Certainly 
there must bo national unity of idea, oitlioo of Freedom or 
of Slavery, or else wo separate before long. 

This regressive force, which retards tho progress and 
diminishes tho wclfaro of tho South, and yet controls tho 
politics of America, is determined to conquer tho pro¬ 
gressive force, to put liberty down, to spread bondage over 
all tho North, to organize it in all the wild land of tho 
continent. Tho ablest champions of this iniquity arc 
Northern men. Th« samo North which boro Seward and 
Oiddings, Su’nner and Hale, not to mention others equally 
able, is mother also to Cushing and Douglas; and one of 
these would “ crush out” all opposition to Slavery', all lovo 
of wclfaro and progress; the other is reported to have said 
io tho North, m the Senate, “ Wc mean to subdue you.” 
Mark the words—“ We mean to subdue you ! ” That is 
the aim of tho administration, to make progress, regress ; 
welfare, ilifare; to mnko Democracy and Christianity, 
Despotism and anti-Christianity; that is tho purpoao of 
the oligarchy of slaveholders, to be executed with thoso 
triple Northern tools already named—base men, mean men, 
ignormt men. 

Tho first great measure is to put Slavary into Kansas 
and Nebraska, into four hundred and fifty thousand six 
hundred and eighty irilcs of wild land. 

To accomplish, that, live step were necessary. Here 
they are:— 

f. Tho first was to pass a pro-Slavery Act to organize 
tho Kansas and Nebraska territory. That accomplished 
two things:— 

X. It repealed tho Missouri Compromise, and laid tho 
territory open to the slave-holder. 

2. It established squatter sovereignty, and allowed tho 
settlers to make laws for Slavery or Freedom, as they saw 
fit. The South intended that it should bo a slavo Stato. 

You know how this first stop was taken in 1S54; what 
was dono by Congress, by tho President; you have not 

VOL. vt. t 
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forgotten tlio conduct of Mr. Douglas, of Illinois. Massa¬ 
chusetts vet remembers the behaviour of Mr. Everett. It 
is rather difficult to find all tho facts concerning this Kansas 
business; lies lmvo been woven over tho whole matter, and 
I know of no transaction in human history which has been 
covered up with such abundant lying, from the death of 
Ananias and Sapphire down to tho first nomination of 
Governor Gardiner. Still tho main facts appear through 
• this garment of lies. 

II; The second step was to give tho now territory a slave 
government, which would take pains to organize Slavery 
mto the land, and Freedom out of it; So the executive 
appointed persons supposed, to bo competent for that work, 
and, amongst others, Mr. Reeder, of Easton, in Peunsyl- 
vnuia, who was thought to bo fit for that business. But 
it turned out otherwise: ho became conscientious, and re¬ 
fused to execute tho infamous and unlawful commands of 
tho executive. Finding it was so, tho President—I have 
it on good authority—tried to bribe him to resign, offering 
him the highest, office then vacant.—tho ministry to China. 
Governor Ilccdor refusc-d the bribe, and then was discharged 
from his office on tho pretence of some pecuniary unfaith¬ 
fulness. Mr; Shannon was thrust into his place, for which 
he seems to the manner born; for—I have this also on 
good authority—Iris habitual drunkenness seems to be one 
of tho smallest of his public vices; 

III. The third step was to establish Slavery by squatter 
sovereignty. For this, two firings were indisponsable: 
(I.) To elect a legislature friendly to Slavery; and (2.) To 
get laws made by that legislature to secure the desired, end. 

1. This must be done by actual settlers; and then, for 
the first rime in this career of wickedness, a difficulty was 
found. Tho people were to bo consulted; and no coup 
d'etat of tho government could do tho work. There was 
an unexpected difficulty; for, soon, as Kansas was open, 
great bodies went there from the Korth to settle and secure 
it to freedom. It soon became plain, that they were nume¬ 
rous enough to bring squatter sovereignty itself over to tho 
side of humanity, and, by their votes, exclude bondage for 
over. That must bo prevented by the regressive force. Mr. 
Aiehinson, Mr. Stringfeilow, and others were appointed to 
take tho matter in hand. Citizens of Missouri organized 
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themselves into companies, and in military order, with 
pistols and bowie-knives, and in one instance with cannon, 
went over the border into Ivarma to determine the elec¬ 
tions by excluding the legal voters, and themselves easting 
the ballot. In ten months, they made four general inva¬ 
sions of Kansas, if I am rightiv informed; namely. (1.) 
On tho 29th of July, 1854; (2.)"20th of November,*1854 ; 
(3.) 30th March, 1855, and (4.) 22mi May, 1855. Tho 
third was tho great invasion, made to elect the legislators ■ 
who were to enact tho territorial laws. It appears that 
four thousand men marched bodily from Missouri to Kansas, 
some of them penetrating two hundred miles into tho in¬ 
terior, and delivered their votes, electing men. who would 
put Slavery into the land. Tho fourth was a smaller and 
local invasion, to fill vacancies in the legislature. 

I cannot dwell on these things, nor stop to speak of tho 
violence and murder repeatedly committed by these "border 
ruffians, under tho eves, and with tho consent, and by tho 
encouragement, of the American Executive. You can read 
those things in the newspapers, at least in tho A ’tw York 
Tribune mid Evening Post. But, suffice it to say, tho 
Legislature thus chosen was wholly illegal. If Jersey City 
were to Older a municipal election, and New York were to 
go there, and choose alderman and common councilman, 
and tho new officers were* to act in that capacity, wo should, 
have a parallel of what took place in Kansas. 

Thus the slave power ■which controls tho Federal Govern¬ 
ment secured tho first requisite,—a Slave Legislature. 

2. They must next proceed to make the appropriate laws. 
The Legislature came tog®tbar on tho 2nd July, 1855, at 
tho place legally fixed by Governor Boeder : they passed an 
illegal Act, fixing the scat of Government at Shwncotown, 
bn the borders of Missouri, and adjourned thither. The 
Governor vetoed the Act, and repudiated the Legislature, 
illegally chosen at first, illegally acting afterwards. ^ But 
they continued in session there from July I5th to August 
31st, and made a huge suilutc-baok of more than a thousand 
groat pages. It contains substantially the laws of Missouri; 
but, in some instances, they were made worse. Taka tins 
for example:— 

41 No person who shall have t»on convict©! of any violation of any of 
the provisions of im Act of Congress" (the Fugitive) Blavo Bills of 17&3 

i' 2 
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and 1850 ),wlbtotor Each conviction was by criminal proceeding or by 
civil ftcttoife sn any courts of tho Unipjtl States, nr of any State or terri¬ 
tory, shall to entitled to veto at any ejection, or to hold any office in this 
territor“If any person ottering to vote tshsll to challenged r.snl 
required to take an oath or affirmation that ho will sustain Uio provision* 
of tto aijOT'e-recited Acts of Congress ' ! (the Fugitive Slave Bills), M and 
nlinAl rtfum to teko such oath or affirmation, tho volo of sush person 
shall to rejected,”—Gh. tevi. § H, p. 832 . 

There is no similar provision depriving a roan of his veto 
if ho violate any other statute: but a deed of common, 
humanity disfranchises a man. for etesjr; nay, performing an 
act of kindness to a brother perpetually deprives a man of 
Ha share in the government 1 
Look at tliis statute 

“ Every fr ©0 pox COT who filial! aid . ... in any rebellion or insurrec¬ 
tion of slave#, .... or do any ether overt act in furtherance, of such 
rabellicm, ..... b1wj.11 suffer death.” 

” If any person atoll .... induce any slave# to rebel, .... or shall 
.... circulate .... any book .... or circular for the purjuMto of 
csCitiwg insurrection .... on the part of the slaves, such pbmm shall 
.... enfffir death.” 

"If any ponton shall old .... in ijns-ieing .... any slave .... to 
y-ffixjt the Ireedom of tnich stove, .... ho ntod ..... suiter death, or 
to unpriit-MJed at hard labour for not teas than ten years.”—Ch, cli. 
§ k -i, 6'. 

Look at. this 

Srct. lW’If any person print, write, introduce into, publish, or cir- 
cwbte, or caitfio to b-ft brought into, printed, written, published, or circu¬ 
lated, or shall knowingly aid of wist hi bringing into, printing, pul,dish¬ 
ing, or circulating, within this territory, any book, paper, pamphlet., 
magtwino, handbill, or circular, containing any statement, urgmneni*, 
opinion#, eeaUmtmth, doctrines, advice, or innawwle, calculated to pro- 
xnoto a disorderly, dangerous, or rebellious disaffieeiion among the stoves; 
in this territory, or to induco snr.h slaves to escape f‘om the service of 
their Bus.*te«t, or to srasUft. their authority, he shall be guilty of a felony, 
and toe punished by itnprisoti/»ant and hard labour for a term not Ipsa 
than five years.” 

. Sect. IS,—** If any free person, by speaking or by writing, assert or 
maintem that |ws»n.B tore not the right to hold slaved in this territory, 
or tilt&H introduce. into this territory, print, publish, write, circulate, or 
caaae to to introduced into this territory, written, printed, published, or 
cirealatcd in this territory, say. book, paper, magsainc, pamphlet-, or cir¬ 
cular, containing any denial tsf the right- of parsons to hold stove# in this 
territory, such pemm atoll to deemed'guilty of felony, and punished by 
imprisonment to tord labour for a term of not less than two years.*’ 

But stealing a free child under twelve id punished with 
imprisonment for not more than five years, or confinement 
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in tho corn*.ty gaol not ices than six mouths, or a title of 
$500 (Oh. rlviii. Sect. 40). 

Chap. xr. Siut. 13.— <{ 2fo jjcnwa who ia cowsdoatlooply opposed to 
holtitn^ slaves. t~ who <1 o*a not ws'inr.t Cue ri^lst to Jit.Id slaves iw this 
territory, shall sit ns a juror on the trial of any prosecukknus for any 
violation of any of iivo wyotions of Uiis Act.” 

That law excludes the. New Testament and the Old Tes¬ 
tament, n$ well os the Declaration of Independence, and 
the works of Franklin, Jefferson, and Madison.: it shuts 
humanity from the jmy-box. 

IY. The next step was to get a pro-Slawery delegate 
from Kansas into the House of liepresentaiives at Wash- 
ing-ton. So, on the 1st of October, 1855, the day appointed 
by the Ikmler-IHiffi&n. Legislature to elect n delegate, a 
fifth invasion was made by outsiders from Missouri, who, 
ns before, took possession of the polls, and chose Hon. 
J. W. Whitfield to that office.. Mr. Shannon, the neve and 
appropriate Governor of the territory, gave him a certi¬ 
ficate of lawful election. He is now at Washington, in 
that capacity.. But the House of Iteprescntatives has tho 
matter under advisement; a committee has gone to Kansas 
to investigate tho matter; and tho country waits, anxious 
for tho results. 

Y. The only remaining step is to enforce their slave- 
law, and then Kansas becomes a slave State. But this is a 
difficult matter : for tho people, of tho territory, indignant 
at this invasion of their rights, long since repudiiicd iiio 
.legislature of ruffians; held a convention at Topeka,;' 
formed a constitution, which was submitted to tho people, 
and accepted by them. They have chosen their own. legis¬ 
lature, State officers, senators, and representatives, and 
applied for admission into tho ijnion as a free State. But 
men, who have already five times invaded tho territory, 
threaten to go there again, and enforce tho laws which they 
have already made. 

I need only refer to tho conduct of tho President, and 
his masters in tho cabinet, and say that ha has been uni¬ 
formly on tho side of this illegal violence. You remember 
his Message last winter, his Proclamation at a later day, 
his conduct all tho time. Ho encourages the violence of 
these tools of the slave power, who have sought to tread 
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iho'^ooplo down. Hcnco it becomes indispcnsablo for the 
Northern emigrants to take urm«. It is instructive to nee 
the old Puritan spirit coming out in the sons of the North, 
oven those who went on theological errands. Excepting 
the Quakers, the Unitarians are tho most unmilUury of 
sects; in Boston, their most conspicuous ministers have 
been—some of them still are—notorious supporters of tho 
worst iniquities of American Slavery. Surely you will not 
forgot tho ecclesiastical defences of live Fugitive Slave Bill, 
the apologies for kidnapping. But a noble-hearted Unita¬ 
rian, minister, Lev. Mr. Nuto, "felt drawn to Kansas.'*' Of 
course ho carried his Bible: lie knew it aba by heart. Ilia 
friends gave him a " repeating rifla”' and a " revolver.” 
These also "felt drawn to Kansas.” This "’minister at 
large”—'•very much nt large, too, his nearest denomina¬ 
tional brother, on one side five hundred miles off, on the 
other fifteen hundred—trusts in God, and keeps hie powder 
dry. Listen to this, written December 3rd, 1.855 :— 

“ I have jn.td beer. summoned to bo in iho vising** with my repealing 
riflo. I rthftll go, anti tw« my utmost efforts to prevent bloodshed. But, if 
it ccdtifes to a fight, in which wo shall 1» forced to defend our home* anti 
lima against tho assault of these border navaga (and by the way, the 
Indiana are being enlisted on troth sidoa), I ehr.H do my h<&*t to keep 
them oft" 

On tho 10th, he writes :— 

w Oar oitisjens Have been shot ah in two imHanccft, rourdsrod; our 
house* invaded \ hay-rick* br;»t 5 corn and other provision* plundered ; 
cattle driven off j all eomnumicsalton cat off between tw ami the State*; 
wagons on tho way to us with provision* stopped. and pUmdorwl, and the 
driver* taken prisoner* ; anti wo in hourly AVjwctation of tut attack. 
Kearly every’ nwwi Iras btw» in arms in the village. h'orirftcaU'oMs have 
thrown up by i new sunt labour night and day. The Bound of tho 
drum, and cite tramp of armed men, resounded through onr »tm?t,« ; 
families fleeing with their hott?ehe’d goods for safety. Day before 
yesterday, tha report <>f tsusnoa- wr4 heard al oar hottso from tbe direc¬ 
tion of Leeompton. I*twt Thursday, one of our rsrighlrott-*,—one iff iho 
meiti peaceable and e*«eHe$\t of men, from Ohfo,~~cm his way home, «m 
set upon by a gang of twelve men on hetrseb^ek, find shot down. Several 
of the mf&ftB* pursued him some distance after he wmi shot 5 mut otto 
wo# Sicen to push him from his bars*, aad heard to stoit to his com* 
panions that ho was dead. A neighbour reached him just before he 
breathed his last, I was prt-.»ml when his family must? in to ace the 
corpse, for the first time, at the Krro-lftato Hotel,-wife, a. sister, a 
brother, and an ag«4 mother. ,U was the must (wetting and the most 
1 dUiro&sinjy scene that I over witnessed. Hundred* of our mao were in 
Usax*, aa» tW shrieks and gvans of the IwrwaVed women wmt heard all 
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over tho butUlinfr, new used for military barrack*. Over oi^bt hundred 
men are gathered under tiras at Lawrence. A» yot, no act of notcncu 
ha# been perjxrtratwi by Uiuso on our ratio; no blood of retaliation Naina 
our ban tin. We eland, and are ready U> act, purely in the defence of our 
hotaca ami livewe. 1 tun cnrelle*! in the carulry, though J. have wot yet 
appeared in the ranks; but, should Umro Iki an nttack, I shall be ihere. 

I lmvo had «waa habitation al»ut the propriety of Una ovuraoj but miuto 
one bars mid, “ In questions of duty, the Prat thought is generally Uit* 
right On that principle, 1 fi.:ul strong justification. 1 could feel 

no self-respect unti* I had offered my mricea. 

11 Day bofioro yesterday, wo received tho timely ro-m'foreemcint of a 
twelve pounder howitjor, with ammunition therefor, including grape and 
canister, with forty Uomb-sluiUs. It wan cent from Now York {made at 
Chicopee). By a deed of successful daring and cunning, it vraa brought 
through tho country invested by the enemy, n distance of dfty mi Ion, 
from Kansas City, by an unfrequented route, boxed up as rtu5rch.fuuii.se, 

" Sunday M'lrnis.g, Dec, 9.—The governor has pledged himself to do 
all ho can to make j-.«aco.; and wo are told that tho invader? are begin¬ 
ning to retreat; but wo .know not what to behove. Our men are to ba 
kept under arms Ser twenty-four hours longer, at least. No religious 
meetings for tho last three weeks. No work done, of course. Some of 
tho logs to bo sawed for our church wore pressed into service to build a 
fort, of which wo have no less than five, and of no mean dimensions or 
strength. For a time, it nee mod probable that the ton ndaiicm -fiUmes for 
the church would bo wet by the blood of the martyrs for liberty. They 
were piled up on tho ground, and, with the earth thrown out of tho exca¬ 
vation, made quite a fort on tho hillside just outside of the lino of 
intrenchmentff.’’ 

That is tho report of a Unitarian missionary. You know 
what tho Trinitarians havo done: tho conduct of that, valiant 
man, Henry "Ward Beecher, — tho most powerful • and 
popular minister in tho United States,—and his “ Ply¬ 
mouth Ohureh.'* and other "religious bodies” at Now 
Haven and eh? whore, need not bo spoken of. 

One cilbw f of this warlike spirit is curious.; "pious” 
newspapers are very ranch troubled at tho talk of rides, 
pistols,:.and cannon. In 1847, they rated me roundly for 
preaching against tho Mexican war,—a war for plundering 
a feeble nation, that wo might blacken her soil with 
Shivery: it was “ desecrating the Sabbath.” They liked 
the Sims brigade, the Burns division ; they did homage to 
the cannon which ram-stealers loaded in lioston, therewith 
to shoot the friends of humanity on the graves of Hancock 
and Adams ! Now, the mean men and the hast men are 
brought over to peace principles a rifle is " not of the 
L-ord;" a enxmon h-rii carnal weapon;” a sword is “of 
tho devil.” All the South thinks gunpowder is “:in chris- 
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turn.” Such a “ change of heart” has not been heard of 
since tho conversion of St. Ananias and Sapphire. 

I have no fondness for fighting; not ihu average " in¬ 
stinct of destruction.” I should suffer a great while before I 
struck a blow. But there are tunes when I would take down 
the dreadful weapon of war: this is ono of them for the 
men in If arms. 

.It is not easy for the border ruffians alone to put down 
Kansas; not possible for them to break up tho popular 
organization, destroy the new Constitution, and hang the 
officers. Will tho President send tho United States soldiers 
to do this ? No doubt his heart is good enough for that- 
work. We remember wind he did with United Stated 
soldiers at Boston, in 18M : the only service they ever 
rendered in that town for more t-lnm forty years was to 
kidnap Anthony Bums. But tho President falters : there 
is a North; ail last winter there was a North,—Northern 
ice in tho Mississippi; Banks, of the North, at Washing¬ 
ton, in tho speaker's chair. 

Kansas and Nebraska are " the Children in tho Weed,” 
They had a fair inheritance; but the parents, dying, left 
them to a guardian uncle,—tho President, I heard the 
Northern mother say to him,— 

*' You must 1*3 fairer anti mother both. 

Anti, uncle, all in one.” 

" Yon are tho man must bring our babes 
To wealth or misery. 

Anti, if you keep them cardnlly, 

Then God Trill'yon reward; 

Bat, if you otherwise ahould deal, 

God will your deeds regard.” 

It is still the old story: the Executive uncle promises 
well enough : yet— 

” Hr had noi kept Uiotw pretty IsaUw 
But twelve months and a day, 

T vforo ho did deriso 
fo make thorn both away. 

He bargained with two rn films idrorsg 
[That is, Straighlwhig and Democrat ^ 

Which were of ftmmus mood, 

That they should taka these children young, 

And slay them in a wood.” 
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Ifc is still tho old story. One of tho ruffians kills the 
other; 'tout, in this mo, Democrat, the strong ruffian, killed 
Sfrnightwhig,—a weak ruffian, who hud no “backbone,” 
—and now socles to kill the babes. Ho is not content to 
lot them starve,— 

'• Thmr pretty lips with blaekWrricn 
So all besmeared and dyed 

he “ vjould make them both away.” Hut that is not cjnifo 
so easy. Kansas, the elder, turns out a very male child, a 
thrifty hoy: he toil! not die; he refuses to bo killed, but. 
with such weapons as he has, shows what blood he came 
of. 1T*« relations hear of the matter, and make a noise 
about it- The undo becomes the town-talk. Even the 
ghost of Stviiighuvlug is disquieted, and “walks” in ob¬ 
scure places, by graveyards, u haunting” some houses, 
Huy, tho Northern mother rises from the grave : perhaps 
the Northern father is not dead, but only sleeping, like 
Barbarossa in that other fable, with his Sharp's rifle for a 
pillow. AVhn knows but he, too, will “rise/' and execute 
his own will ? Tho history may yet end after tho old 
sort:— 

" And now Use heavy wrath or Go<l 
Upon tin* Uncle fell; 

Yea, fmdTul fiends dkt haunt his house; 

His conscience.felt a hell. 

Ilia barns were fired, bis goods consumed, 

Itis lands wore Iswroa made; 

Conrentior.s fail&d to nominate; 

Ko office with him staid." 

Kansas applies for admission as a free Slate, with a 
constitution made in duo form and by tho people. The 
regressive force is determined that she shall be a slave 
State ; and, so all tho 92(5,000 miles of territory become tho 
spoil of tho slave-holder. See the state of things. 

The majority of the Senate is pro-Slavery, of tho Satanic 
Democracy, tor once, the House inclines the other way,— 
leans towards Precdorn. A bill for making Kansas n slave 
State will pass the Senate; will be resisted in the House : 
then comes tho tug of war. The North hns a majority 
in the House, but it is divided. .Tf all will unite, they 
make Kansas a free State before the 4th of next July. 
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They can lbrcc the Administration to this net of justice, 
simply by refusing to vote a dollar of money untii Kansas 
is free. If the House will determine on that course, the 
two Executives—the Presidential and the Senatorial—will 
soon come to terms. This is no new expedient: it was often 
enough resorted to by our fathers in old England, under 
the Tudors and Stuarts; noy, even the Dutch used it 
against Philip IT.. 

But perhaps there is not virtue enough in the House to 
do this; then let the State legislatures which are now in 
session send instructions, tbo people—who are always in 
session—}>c tit ions, to that effect. 

But perhaps the people themselves are not quite ready 
for this measure; and the House and Senate cannot agree. 
Then the question goes over to the next presidential elec¬ 
tion, where it wnl bo the most important element. There 
will be three candidates, .perhaps four; for the straight. 
"Whigs may put up some invertebrate politician, hoping to 
catch whatever shall turn “ up.” It is possible there shall 
be no choice by the people; than the election goes to 'die 
present House of Representatives, where- tho choice is by 
States. In either case, if the matter bo managed well, tho 
progressive force of America may get into the presidential 
chair. T mean to say, ve can choose an anti-Slavery presi¬ 
dent next autumn ,—some one who loves man nud God, not 
merely money, loaves and fishes,—who will counsel and 
work "for the present welfare and future progress of America, 
and so promote that Christianity and Democracy spoken of 
before. I shall not pretend to say who the man is: it 
must ho some one who reverences Justice, —the higher 
law of God. Ho must be a strong man, a just man, a man 
sure for the tight. Led there bo no humbug this time, no 
doubtful man. 

If wo once put an anti-Slavery man, never so moderate, 
into the presidency, then see what follows immediately or 
at length:— 

I. The Executive holds 40,000 offices in his right hand, 
and 70,000,000 annual dollars in his left hand : both will 
be dispensed so as to promote the welfare and the prosj>erify 
of the peoplo. All tho great offices, executive, judi¬ 
cial, diplomatic, commerce}, will be controlled by tho 
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progressive force; the Administration \ ill bo celestial- 
democratic, not Satanic merely, and seek by natural justice 
to organize things and persons so that all may have a share 
in labour and government. Then, when freedom has money 
and office to licstow, she will become respectable in tho 
South, where noble men. slave-holders and non-slaveholders, 
will come out of their hiding-places to bleats their land which 
others have cursed so heavily and so long. There aro anti- 
Slavcry elements at the South : u One swallow makes 
no summerbut one presidential summer of freedom will 
bring many swallows out from their wintry sleep, fabulous 
or real. Nay, tho ignorant men of tho North, will be 
instructed ; her mean men will be attracted bv the smell of 
dinner; and her base men, left alone in their rot, will 
engage in other crime*, but not in kidnapping men. 

A Kansas becomes a free State before the 1st of January, 
1808. Nebraska. Oregon, Washington, Utah, Now Mexico, 
all will bo free States. When Texn3 sends down a pendu¬ 
lous branch, which takes independent root, a tree of free¬ 
dom will grow up therefrom. Western Texas will ere 
long lx? a free State; she is half ready now. Freedom will 
oo organized in the Mesilln Valley. If we acquire new 
territory from Mexico, it will bo honestly got, and Demo¬ 
cracy and Christianity spread thither. If Central America, 
Nicaragua, or other new soil, become ours, it will be all 
consecrated to freedom, and the unalienable rights of man. 
Slavery will be abolished in tho district of Columbia. 

3. There will be no more national attempts to destroy 
Freedom in the North, but continual efforts to restrict 
Slavery. The democratic parts of tho Constitution, long 
left a dead letter therein, will bo developed, and tho 
despotic clauses, exceptionable there, and clearly hostile to 
its purpose and its spirit, will be overruled, and forced out 
of sight, like odious features of the British common law. 
There will be a pacific railroad, perhaps more than one; 
and national attempts will bo made to develop tho national 
resources of tho Continent by free labour. Tho South will 
share with tho North in this better organization of things 
and persons, this development of industry end education. 

4. And what will be the future of Kansas Y Her 11*1,000 
square miles will soon fill up with educated and industrious 
men, each, sharing tin? laljour and the government of 
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(society, helping forward the welfare and (ho progress of all, 
aiding thu organization of Christianity and Ik-moeraey. 
What a development there will bo of agriculture, mining, 
manufactures, commerce 1 What farms aud shops! What 
canals ruid railroads ! What eohoob, newspapers, libraries, 
inerting-house®! Yes, what families of rich, educated, 
happy, and religions men and women! In tho year 1000, 
thorn will bo 2,000,000 men in Kansas, with cities like 
Providence, Worcester, perhaps like Chicago and Cincin¬ 
nati. Sho will have more miles of mil road tlum Maryland, 
Virginia, and both tho Carolina,* can now boast. Her land 
will bo worth 1820 rm acre, and her total, wealth will bo 
-850-0,000,000 of money ; (300,000 children will let.ni in her 
kehools. 

6. There will bo a ring of Freedom all round the slave 
States, and in them Slavery itself will decline. Tin? theory 
of bondage will be given up, like tho theory of theocracy 
nnd monarchy ; and attempts will bo made to get rid of tho 
fact. Then tho North will help the Southern States in 
that noble work. Ther s will never be another Slave State 
i\or another Slave President; no more kidnapping in tho 
North; no more chair j round the Court Jim u*o in Boston ; 
no more preaching against tho first principles of ail 
humanity. 

Three hundred year? agv, our fathers in Europe wore 
contending for liberty. Then it was freedom of conscience 
which the progre*sivo force of tho people demanded. 
Julius tho Third liad just been Pope, who gave the cardi- 
nalship, vacated at his election, to tho keeper of his 
monkeys; and Paul IY. .rat in his stead in St, Peter's 
chair, and represented in general for all Europe the regres¬ 
sive power; while bloody Mary and bloodier Philip sat on 
England's throne, and, incited thereto by the Pontitf, smote 
ut tho rights of man. 

Two hundred years ago, our fathers in tho two England.* 
—old and now—-did grim buttle against monarchic desjjo- 
twm: one Charles slept in his bloody grave, another 
wandered through the elegant debaucheries of the Conti¬ 
nent; while Cromwell and Milton made liberal England 
abidingly famous and happy. 

One hundred yearn ago, other grant battling for the 
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rights of man was getting begun. Ah me ! tho long-con - 
tinned strife is not ended. Tlio question laid over by our 
fathers is adjourned to us for settlement. It is the old 
question between tl o substance of man and his accidents, 
labour and capital, the people and a caste. 

Shall thu 350,000 slave-holders own all the 1,400,000 
square miles of territory not yet made States, and drive all 
[Northern men away it, or shall it belong to the 

people; shall this vast area bo like Arkansas and South 
Carolina, or like Michigan and Connecticut P That is the 
immediate question. 

Shall Slavery spread over ah the United Stated, find root 
oui Freedom from the Jand P or shall Freedom spread wide 
her blessed boughs till the whole continent is led by her 
fruit, and lodged beneath her arms—her very leaves for 
the healing of the nations ? That is the ultimate question. 

Now is the time for America to choose between these 
two alternatives, and choose quick. For America ? No, 
for the North. You and I oru to decide this mighty ques¬ 
tion. I take it, the Anglo-Saxon will not forego his ethno¬ 
logical instinct for freedom; will not now break the historic 
lmbit of two thousand years; ho will progressively tend to 
Christianity and Democracy; will put Slavery down, peace¬ 
ably if he can, forcibly if ho must. 

"VVe iiuiy now end this crime against humanity by ballots; 
wait a little, and only with swords and with blood can this 
deep and widening blot of shorno he scoured out from tho 
continent. No election, since that find and unopposed of 
Washington, has boon so important to America as .his 
now before us. Onco the nation chose between Aaron Burr 
and Thomas Jefferson. When the choice is between Slavery 
and Freedom, will the North choose wrong P Any railroad 
company may, by accident, elect a knave for President; 
but, when he has bevu convicted of squandering their sub¬ 
stance on himself, and blowing up their engines, nay, 
destroying their sons and daughters, will tho stockholders 
choose a swindler for ever P 

I think we shall put Slavery down ; I have email doubt 
of that. But shall we do it now and without tumult, or by 
and by with a dreadful revolution, St. Domingo massacres, 
and the ghastly work of war? 

Shall America decide for wickedness®,—extend the dark 



28fi THE PRESENT CFASIK IX AMERICAN STAIRS. 


places of the earthy filled tip yet fuller with the habitations 
of cruelty ? Then our ruin *s certain,—is also just. The 
power oC self-reity which wo were not fit for, will pax? from 
our hands, and the halter of vengeance will gripe our neck, 
and America shall He there on the shore of the sea, one 
other victim who d3ed as th® fool dieth. What a rain it 
would bo! Gome away! I cannot look, even in fancy, on 
m foul a sight. 

If we decide for the unalienable rights of man; for present 
welfare, future progress; fur Christianity and Democracy ; 
and so organize tilings and men that all may share ilia 
hi hour and government of society—then what a prospect 
is before \m I How populous, how rich, will tho land ke- 
como ! Ere long, her borders wide will embrace the hemi¬ 
sphere—how full of men 1 If ws arc faithful to our duty, 
one day*, America, youngest of nations, shall sit on tho 
Cordilleras, the youthful mother of the continent of States, 
Behind her are the Northern lakes* the Northern forest 
hounded by Arctic ica and snow; os her left hand swells 
tho Atlantic, the Pad Ho on her right—both beautiful with 
the white lilies of commerce, giving fragrance all round 
ti;o world ; while before her spreads out the Southern land, 
from term nrirm to the isles of fire, blessed with tho Saxon 
mind and conscience, heart and soul; and, underneath her 
eve, into the lap of the hemisphere, the Amazon, and tho 
Mississippi—classic rivers of freedom—pour the riches of 
either continent; und behind her, before her, on either 
hand, all round, and underneath her eye, extends the new 
world of humanity, tho commonwealth of the people, 
justice, tho law thereof, and infinite perfection, God; a 
Church without a bishop, a State without a king, a com¬ 
munity without a lord, a family with no holder of slaves, 
with welfare for the present, and progress for the future, 
Me will show tho nations how divine a thing a people can 
bo made. 

“ OK, well f.,r hhn whose will is uiryrii.; I 
Iifl nufTsrs, Inst ho wilt not gutter lung 1 ; 

Ho suffers, but Ho cannot suffer wronsr t 

For him nor mores lha loud world's random mock, 

Kor all H-agentf. waves confound, 

Who h«ms a promontory of rock. 

That, conipaM'6%! round with turbulent fouhii, 

In middle ocwua u;m!j the (furling shock, 

TfsmjwsHj«fletfl>d, ci uuleW.ro wu'd.*' 
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A SPEECH 


PlX!YKfcW> 135 TUB HASA 01 TW* fTATR SOCSK, KWOKS T»R 
»A»M(. , HP&sns A„vn-SJ-lTBRT OOSlKJfTIOJf, OX rsuiUT, 

jaxoawt SO, 1858. 

Mr. President, Indies and Gkktlemk* :—I shall not 
bold you long tonight. There are others to speak after 
mo who have hotter claims to your attention—tho one (Mr. 
Item end) for his race, the other (Mr. Phillips) for the per¬ 
sonal attributes of eloquence which, in America, have never 
reached a higher height, or exhibited themselves in m fair 
n form. The hand of the dial shall pass round once, and I 
leave this spot, to bo filled more worthily. During these 
sixty minutes, I ad: your attention to some thoughts on tho 
“ Present Aspect of Slavery in America, and tho immediate 
Duty of tho North." 

Mr. Guizot—one of the moot learned and humane of tho 
European statesmen — prefaced one edition of his iimory 
of Representative Government, by elating that tho condi¬ 
tions of national welfare were far more difficult than tho 
too sanguine hopes of mankind had over led them to expect. 
If that wore so m Europe, where centuries of bitter expe¬ 
rience have taught men to bo cautious in their hopes, how 
much truer it is in America, where wo think liberty is so 
natural to the soil and congenial to man, that it needs no 
support from the people, but will thrive of its own sweet 
accord 1 

In some respects, oil? experiment is simpler than tho 
great attempts at frcejoni made before us in tho Old World ; 
m somo others it is more complex and difficult- All tho old 
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forms of civilization were based on unity of race. It was 
no with the Romans, Greeks, Persians, Hebrew's, Egyptians, 
East Indians. The same holds good of the Moors, who 
mark the transition from ancient to modern times. All the 
meduoval attempts at improvement had the same charm?.ter 
--—in Spain, Italy, France, Germany, England itself. Civi¬ 
lization hitherto has belonged only to the Caucasian race. 
The Africans havo remained strangers to it in all times 
past; they could not achieve it for them selves at the time, 
hitherto never rising above* the savage or the barbarous 
state ; no other people brought it to them, or them to it, 
save in small numbers, 

_ It was left for America to begin a new experiment in the 
history of civilization — to bring divers races into closest 
contact Tho Catholic Spaniard, began the experiment: ho 
mixed his blood with tho red man, whoso country ho sub¬ 
dued ; ho brought hither also tho black man. Thus tho 
African savage, tho American barbarian, and tho civilized 
Caucasian of Spain, became joint stockholders in this new 
coparceny of races. The Protestant Briton continued what 
his Catholic predecessor had begun ; and, while the Puritan 
was painfully voyaging to Plymouth, in tho wilderness 
seeking au asylum where tho Apocalyptic woman might 
bear her manchild to grow up in freedom, other Saxons 
ware bringing a drip-load of negroes to tho wilderness, to 
becomes slaves for over. Thus the African came to British 
and Spanish America. Out of the 60,000,000 inhabitants 
of this continent, I take it about 9,000,000 am of this un¬ 
fortunate race. 

In the United States to-day, four of the five great races live 
side by side. Thero are some G0,000 or 80.000 Mongolian 
Chinese in California, I am told ; there arc '*00,000 Ameri¬ 
can Indians within our borders; perhaps 4,500,000 Afri¬ 
cans ; and 26,000,000 Caucasians. Tho union of such 
diverse ethnological elements makes our experiment of 
democracy more complex, and primps more di SR cult than 
it would otherwise be. 

Tho Mongolians are few in numbers, and so transient in 
their stay that nothing more need now bo said of them. 

It is plain where the red man will go. In two hundred 
years, an Indian will be as rare in tho United States as 
now in New England. Like the bear and t ho buffalo, ho 
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perishes with the fore-st. which to him unci them wu* what 
cultivated Helds, towns, arid cities art to us. Our fathom 
tried to enslave the ferocious avri unprognsrive Indian; ho 
would not work—for himself as a freeman, nor for others 
ns a sVeo : ho would fight. Ho would not Iks enslaved:— 
he could not help being killed. Ho perisheo before us. 
The sinewy Caucasian labourer lays hold on the phlegmalio 
Indian warrior; they struggle in deadly gra«j>~mkod 
man to naked man, hnrnl to shoulder, knee to knee, breast 
to breast; the white man bends the red man over, crushes 
him down,, and chokes him dead. It b always so when the 
civilized meets the savage, or the barbarian—nrkod man 
to naked man: how much more fatal is the issue to the 
feeble when the white man skirted in iron has the small* 
pox for his ally, and rum for his tomahawk 1 In the long 
run of history, the moo is always to the swift, and the battle 
to the strong. The? Indian will perish—utterly and 300 n. 
The African is the most docile and pliant of all the moon 
of men; none has so little ferocity: vengeance, installtid 
with the Caucasian, is exceptional in his history. In his 
hurhamm, savage, or oven wild state, ho is not much ad¬ 
dicted to revenge; always prone to mercy. No race is so 
strong in the edihctkmal instinct which attaches man to man 
by tender ties; none so easy, indolent, confiding, so littio 
warlike. Hence- is it that the white men have kidnapped 
the black, and made him their prey. 

Tlib piece of individual biography tells xm the sad hintory 
of the African race. Not long since, a fugitive slave told 
me his adventures. I will cull him John—it is not hut 
name. He is on entire negro—his grandfather was brought 
direct from the Congo coast to America. A. stout man, 
thick-set, able-lxxlitxl, with great legs and mighty anno, 
he could take any man from this platform, and hurl him 
thrice hut length. He was a slave—active, intelligent, and 
much confided in. He had a wife and children. One day 
hi* master, in a ih of rage, struck ut him with a huge club, 
which broke both of his arnus; they were awkwardly ml, and 
grew out deformed. The master promised to sell the man 
to hi nut elf for a largo sum, and take the money W instal¬ 
ments, a little at a time. But, when more tlmn half of It 
was paid, ho actually mh\ him to a trader, to lx? taken fur¬ 
ther South, and there disposed of. The appeals of tho 
von. vr. * v 
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wifo, tin) tears of the children, moved not the master whom 
justice had also failed to touch. As tho boat which con¬ 
tained poor John, shot by the point of land where ho had 
lived, lm wife stood upon the shore, and held her babies up 
for him to look upon for the last time. Descending the 
Mis/isatppi, the captain of the boat hod the l-iver fever, lost 
Ids sight for the time, and John took the command. One 
night, for down the Mississippi, he found himself on board 
a teat with the three kidnappers who 1 ad hint in xheir power, 
nnd intended to sell .him. They were asleep Mow—the cap¬ 
tain fdill blind with the disease—-hn watchful ou deck. “ £ 
crept down barefoot/' said John. "Thom they lay ir their 
hunks, all fast asleep. They hud money, and I none. I 
had done them no harm, hut they had torn mo from my 
• rife, from my children, from my liberty. I stole tip noise¬ 
lessly, and carno back again, tho boat’s axe iiv mv hand. I 
lifted it up, and grit my tooth together, and was about to 
strike : and it came into my mind , 1 .No murderer hath 
eternal life.'' I put tho axe kick in its place, and was sold 
into slavery. XV hat would you have done in such a case ?" 
Xjtold him that I thought I should have cent tho kidnappers 
to their own place first, and then trusted that the act would 
bo imputed to mo for righteousness by an all-righteous 
God 1 I nwl not ask what Mr. Garrison would do in like 
case. X think his Saxon blood would move swift enough to 
sweep off his non-resistant creed, and tho three kidnappers 
would have started on their final journey before he asked, 
1 * Whete shal11go?” 

John’s story is also tho story of Africa. Tho stroke of 
an axe would have settled tho matter long ago. But tho 
black man would not strike. One day, perhaps, ho will do 
what yonder monument commcsrb. 

At this moment, we h?»vo perhaps 4,500,000 men of 
African descent-in the United State's ; say 4,000,000 slaves, 
500,000 free. They are with us, are of us; America can¬ 
not be rid- of them if she would. Shall they continue 
slaves, or be set free? Wlmt consequences will follow 
either result? This is the great question for America. It 
is tho q«‘ nation of industry, of morals, of religion ; it is the 
immediate question of politics. It does not concern the 
4,000,000 staves alone, but also each of tho 20,000,000 
Caucasian, freemen. On it depends the succoah or tho 
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failure of our experiment of Nomocracy. The bondage of 
n class may continue in n despotkm; there it is no coatea- 
dlotion to the i: .itional idea, it is different in a 0cmocraoy 
which rests on the equality of all men in natural rights. 
So hero the question of Slavery is this: “Shull wo have an 
industrial Democracy, or a military despotism V* If you 
choose Slavery, then you take tho bruin of 31rrery, which 
can no wore- & separated from it than cold .from tec. Ko 
nation can escape the couacquenoc* of its? own first principle 
of politics. Tho logic of the idea is tho “manifest destiny” 
of the people. If Slavery continues, Democracy goes down; 
even - form, of republicanism, or of constitutional monarchy, 
will perish ; ami absolute military dcsjx?tism 'take their 
place at last. From despotism., ns flood reared in the 
national garden, comes despotiam, as national crop, growing 
in the continental field. * ^ 

This question of .Slavery docs not concern America alone; 
aH Christendom likewise ui party to the contest. To all mm 
it is a question of industry, commerces education, morals, 
religion; to the civilized world, it is tho great question of 
civilization itself. Shall this great continent bo delivered 
over to ideas which help tho progress of mankind, or to 
those which only hinder it? 

Every year brings America into closer relations with i.ho 
rest of mankind. Our Slavery becomes, therefore, an 
element in the world's politics. See, then, for u moment 
how the various Christian nations stand ailbctud towards it 

lust now, there are but live great national powers in tho 
civilized or Christian world. Spain, Italy, and Gr»j pom 
for nothing—they have no influence in the progreezjivo 
movements of mind, are no longer a force in the world's 
civilization. They are not wholly dead ; but so far aa they 
affect other peoples, it is only by the thought of past gene¬ 
rations, not the present I pass those three decaying 
nations by, and look at the live jniopW. There is (1) the 
Hussian power—-a great Slavic people holding Mongolian# 
in subjection; (~) the French power—a great, Celtic people 
variously creased with Basque, Konian, and Teutonic tribes; 
(0) the trenuan power— a groat Teutonic people, in many 
nations or State*, with Slavic and Celtic dement# mixed 
in; {•!} the English power—a grunt Saxon-Teutonic jswpta, ’ 
with Celtic annexation#; and (5) tho American power**— 

» 2 
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a great English-Saxon-Teuton'**, people, with divers# mix¬ 
tures from the rest of mankind. All the four act on the 
.fifth, and influence our treatment of this question of 
Slavery. 

I. Tiussm is mighty by itav nst territory, its great na¬ 
tural resources, its immense imputation, its huge army— 
appointed end comniaiukd well—its strong central govern¬ 
ment, its diplomatic talent, and the ’people’s ability to spr :id. 
The Government is despotic, but yet one of the most pro¬ 
gressive in Christendom With the bondage of Africans, 
Russia hm no direct con com ; she has much to do with 
that of white Caucasian,!, She is rapidly putting an end 
to Slavery in Iter own borders. Not nan/ years ngo, tho 
late emperor Nicholas emancipated the serfs he had in¬ 
herited as his own private property. Thoy amounted to 
more than 7,ou0,000 men ; ho established over 4000 schools 
for the education of their children. Alexander, his son, 
had not been in tho imperial seat throe years before he 
published a decree for the gradual and ultimate emanci¬ 
pation of all the serfs in the empire. Their number must 
exceed the entire population of the United States. Hero 
is the decree, dated the 20th of last November—tho 2nd of 
December by our New Stylo calendr..\ The proprietors of 
two large provinces—St. Petersburg and Lithuania (con¬ 
taining nearly three million souls) some weeks since naked 
permission to emancipate their serfs at once. Yesterday's 
steamer brings also the welcome news that the proprietors 
of Niahui-Novogorod have just done the same. This pro¬ 
vince is ns large as Virginia, with a population of 1,500,000, 
and, with the exception of tho capital and its environs, fa 
the richest and most intellectual part of the empire. It 
abounds with manufactories; every year, 300,000 strangers 
from Asia and clsewhc.ro trade m its fairs. You would 
expect the most enlightened population to demand tho 
immediate freedom of the serfs, Russia has become an ally 
on our side. Her example favours freedom. So you will 
dud a change in tho Southern newspapers, and in tho 
American Government, which they direct and control. In 
tho Crimean war, when Russia fought for injustice, they 
sustained her as the ally of thoir own despotism, cud fought 
against England as their foe. AH that will soon change; 
and already Southern papers denounce the enfranchisement 
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of the Russian serf: "The example is dangerous ; u ” tho 
condition of the British West Indies, and uf Ilnyti, might 
have taught Alexander a bettor lesson.” 

II. Tho French arc powerful through tho character of 
the people—the most military in tho world—their science, 
letters, art, the high civilization of tho hind. France has 
had a long and sad connection with African Slaveiy. Once 
alio was the most- cruel of cruel masters. In her first Revo¬ 
lution, of I7S9, tho riuim was broken, but its severed links 
united again. In the last Revolution, of 18-1*8, at the magic 
word of Lamartine, expressing the revolutionary • tbought, 
of the people, the fetters were not only broken off, but cast 
into the sea. France, for a moment, was the ally of Free¬ 
dom—and of course encountered the noisy wrath of tho 
Southern States. But tho Celtic French, the mast fickle 
people in tho world, revolution their normal State, per¬ 
petually turning round and round, have elected a tyrant 
ibr their master, and now worship the Emperor. IIo has 
“crushed out” Freedom from tho French press .eA'com¬ 
pletely as our own Mr. Cushing wished to dovin Amorim. 
The new tyrant attempts to revive the African slave trade, 
and has already made arrangements for kidnapping 5,lK)0 
savages in Africa, and sending them as missionaries to 
Christianize the West Indies I Wlmt will come of this 
scheme, I know not. But just now the political newer of 
Franco is hostile to Freedom everywhere. 'Vrhen tho 
Emperor has padlocked oven tlie French mouth , no wonder 
ho finds it easy to chain the negro’s hands. No doubt tho 
intellectual and moral power of Frunce are on our side us 
before; but both are silent and of no avail. The French 
Emperor is tho “little Napoleon” of the African slave 
trade. Great is tho joy thereat in the Southern States: 
already their newspapers glorify tho “ profound policy,” 
“ tho wise and humane statesmans! .p of tho great 
Emperor.” 

11 A fellow .feslbg jnakes u« nrondrotss kind. 1 ' 

III. Tho Germans nro of our blood and language—bone 
of our bone, and flesh of our flesh—with tho mime blue eyes, 
tho same brown hair and ruddy cheek, and instinctive love 
of individuality. The people which began the civilization 
of modem times by inventing tho Press, and originating 
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tho Protestant Reformation, can it ever bo false to Free¬ 
dom ? Germany nets on mankind by thought—by great 
ideas. What Franco is for war, England for commerce, 
and Russia for the brute power of men, that is Germany 
for thought. The Germans have had connection with 
African slavery, but have ended it. Sweden begun the 
work some years ago; then Denmark followed; now, 
within the hist few months, Holland 1ms finished it. ITcro 
are the documents. Soon the lost footsteps of German op¬ 
pression will bo covered up by tho black man rejoicing in 
his freedom. Though their rulers uro often tyrants, our 
German kinsfolk arc on our side—God bless them 1 

IV. England has great influence by her political institu¬ 
tions, her army and navy, her commerce and manufactures, 
her power of practical thought, her large wcal.n, her mighty 
spread. She and her children control a sixth part of the 
globe, and nearly a fourth part of its people. No tribe of 
roen has done such service for Freedom as the Anglo-Saxons, 
in Britain and America. England has had cor.i.._tion with 
African Slavery, her hand has been dyed deep in the negro's 
Mood. Sho planted Slavery in her provinces throughout 
the continent and its many islands ; the ocean recked with 
the foul steam of her slave-ships. She was a hard master, 
and men died by millions under her lash. But nobly did tho 
dear old mother put this wickedness away. Sho abolished 
tho slave trade, making it piracy; at length, she repudiated 
Slavery itself, and in one day threw into the sea tho fetters 
of 800,000 men. Well did Lora Brougham say—it was 
“ the greatest triumph ever won over the foulest wrong man 
ever did against man." England need not boast of Agin- 
court, Crcssy, Poitiers, and many another victorious fight, 
at Waterloo, Sebastopol, or Delhi; the most glorious victory 
her annals record was achieved on the 1st of August, in tho 
first year of Victoria, when justice triumphed over such 
giant wrong. Nobly has sho contended against the slave 
trado, rousing the tardv conscience of Brazil, and not quite 
vainly galvanizing Spam into some show of humanity. Sho 
has shamed even the American Government—and I think 
wo have a sloop-of-war on the African coast, which wo 
yearly hear of in the annual appropriation bill I 

But this nobleness is exceptional even in England ; tho 
world had seen no such example before. That emancipa- 
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lion was not brought shout by tho privileged ehoe, the 
royal and nobilitary, who officially reign, or the com¬ 
mercial class, who actually govern tho nation; but by the 
moral class, whoso conscience stirred, the people, and con¬ 
strained tho Government to do so just a deed. Of course a 
reaction must follow. We sec* its effect to-day. There is 
o. party which favours African Skvory. Mr. Carlyle is tho 
heroio representative thereof. Personally amiable, in his 
ideas ho is tho Goliath of Slavery. Just now, tho London 
Times appears to favour this reactionary movement, and 
its powerful articles arc reprinted with great jubilation in 
the American newspapers, whieh hate England because thoy 
Ioyo tho Slavery which sho has hated so long. There is 
no time to inquire into the cause of this reaction. It 
affects tho political class, and still more certain commercial 
classes to whom “cotton is king.” Great is tho delight 
of tho South ; tho slave power sings Tt Deums to Us God. 
A bill was before the Senate, not long since, appropriating 
■S3750 to pay the masters for twelve slaves who ran away 
and were carried off by tho British in the war of 1812, 
whom tho captors, oven then, refused to deliver up to “ de¬ 
mocratic bondage.” Mr, Halo opposed tho bill, because it 
recognised tho doctrine that there may bo property in 
human beings, declaring that neither by veto nor by 
silence would ho ever recognise so odious and false a doc¬ 
trine. Mr. Seward joined in tho opposition. But Mr. 
Fugitive Slave Bill Mason came to tho rescue; and after 
referring to tho anti-Slaver}* opinions of tho British, de¬ 
clared bo was “ gratified to set those opinions are rapidty 
undergoing a change What signs of such a rapid change 
ho may have seen, I know not; nor wliat sympathies with 
tho slave power tho accomplished British minister, new in 
this field, mav have expressed to him: “Diplomacy is a 
silent art,” But I think Mr. Mason greatly mistakes the 
British public, if ho believes they will bo fickle in their 
lovo of right. Tho Anglo-Saxon has always been a reso¬ 
lute tribe. I bcliovo John Bull is iho most obstinate of 
all national animals. Wien his instinctivo feelings and 
his reflective conscience command tho same thing, depend 
upon it ho will not lack tho will. 

There may have been a change in the British Govern ¬ 
ment, though I doubt it much; there has been in tho 
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London Times. In the "cotton lords,” I take it, there is 
no alteration of doctrine, only an utterance of what they 
have long thought. The opinion of the .British people, I 
think, has only clianged to a yet greater hatred against 
Blavcn*, The anti-Slavery party in England has immense 
|>o\ver—cot so much by its numbers, or its wealth, as by 
its intelligence, and still more by that justice which, in 
tho long run of time, is always sure of tho victory. At 
the head of this party I must place Lord Brougham, now 
drawing near tho end of a long and most laborious life, 
not without its eccentricities, but mainly devoted to tho 
highest interests of the human race. Within the four seas 
of Britain, I think there lives no man who has done so 
much to proclaim ideas of justice and humanity, and to 
diffuse them among tho people. If he could not oftener 
organise them into law, it was because ho took too long a 
seen in advance of public opinion ; and ho that would lead 
a child must always keep hold of its hand. Nearly fifty 
years ago (June 14, 1810) ho fought against the'slave 
trade, ancl drew on him tiro wrath of men 11 who live by 
treachery, rapine, torture, and murder, and arc habitually 
practising the wos*st of crimes for tho worst of purposes.” 
Long ago he declared—"There is a law above ail tho enact¬ 
ments of human codes—the same throughout tho world, the 
same in all times; it is tho law written by tho finger of 
God on tho heart of man; and by that law, unchangeable 
and eternal, while men despise fraud, and loathe rapine, 
and abhor blood, they will reject the wild and guilty 
phantasy that man can hold property in man.” When 
tho little tyrant of France revives the slave trade, tho 
great champion of human rigid roused him once more for 
battle, and tho British Government has taken tho affair 
in hand. The British love of justice will triumph in this 
contest. Why, the history of England is pledged as se¬ 
curity therefore. 

Such to-day is the opinion of tho four great nations of 
Christian Europe. What if tho despotic power of tho 
French Pmperor be against us; what if, for a moment, tho 
cotton ’lords of England lead a few writers and politicians 
to attempt the restoration of bondage; the conscience of 
England and her history, the intelligence of France and 
Germany, the example of Russia are uu our side. Yes, 



OF StAVKHY IX AMERICA. 


207 


the teachings of universal human history. All these como 
with their accumulated forco to help the moral feeling of 
America sustain the rights of xnan. 

The Amoricau Government has long been on the aide of 
Slavery. The present administration is more openly hostile 
to Freedom than any of its predecessors. Mr. Buchanan is 
no doubt weak and infatuated, strong only in his wrong- 
headed ness; his cabinet is palsied with Slavery. But he 
has dono one service which was thought hopelessly diffi¬ 
cult,—he has already made President Pierce's administra¬ 
tion respectable. complain of the New Hampshire, 

general, but the little finger of Buchanan's left hand is 
thicker than Pierce’s whole loins. 

Since we met last tho Federal Government has com¬ 
mitted two outrages more. 

I. Tho first is the Bred Scott decision. The Supremo 
Court is only the dirty mouth of the skve power, its chief 
function to belch forth iniquity, and name it law. Of the 
decision itself, I need not speak. It is tho political opinion 
of seven partisans appointed to do offiicmlly that wicked¬ 
ness which their personal nature also no doubt inclined 
them to. That Court wont a littlo Iwyond itself,—out- 
Henxling Herod. 

Two Northern judges, only two, McLean and Curtis, 
opposed tho wrong. I 'hink nobody will accuse me of any 
personal prejudice in favour of Judge Curtis, or any unduo 
partiality towards him. His conduct on other and trying 
occasions has been justly condemned oru the onti-Olavory 
platform, and is not likely to bo soon forgot, nor should it 
ever be. But I should do great injustice to you and him, 
and still more to my own feelings, if I let this occasion 
pass without a word of honest and hearty praise of that 
able lawyer and strong-minded man. He opposed tho 
“ decision," with but a single Northern judge to supiwrt 
him, with two Northern judges to throw technical uifli- 
eulties in his way and oppose him by coward treachery, 
with fivo Southern judges openly attaching and brew- 
beating.him, with both the outgoing and incoming admi¬ 
nistration to oppress and mock at him, with subtle and 
treacherous adviser# at homo to bcguil-s his steps and 
watch for hia halting, did Judge Curtis stand up at Wash- 
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ington, amid those corrupt and wicked judges, and in the 
name of history which tlioy falsified., of law which they 
profaned, of justice which they mocked at, with a manli¬ 
ness which Story never showed on such occasion*;, lie pro-. 
nounced his sentence against the wicked Court. I re¬ 
member his former conduct with indignation and with 
sli&tno; but no blackness of tho old record shall prevent 
mo from turning over a now leaf, and with golden letters 
writing there —In the Supreme. Court Judge Curtis de¬ 
pended ONCE THE HIGHER LAW OF RIGHT. 

I am truly sorry his manhood did not stay by him and 
continue his presence in that Court. Tho defence of his 
resignation it found in tho inadequacy of the salary. It. 
was $4500 when ho took it, $0000 when ho loft It. A 
pitiful reason—by no means the true one. Samuel Adams 
was a poor- man; I do not think ho would have loft his 
seat in the revolutionary Congress because moro money 
could bo made by tho cod-fishery or by privateering. 

II. The Drod Bcott decision was the first enormity. Tho 
next is General Walker’s filibustering expedition. I re¬ 
gard this as tho act of tho Government. “ What von do 
by another, you do also by yourself,” i« ft maxim older 
than tho Homan law which preserves it. I am not inclined 
generally to place much confidence in Walker's word, but 
lie sometimes tells tho truth. In a recent sjicech at Mobile, 
ho says he had tin interview with the President, last sum¬ 
mer, and declared his intention of returning to Nicaragua: 
his (filibustering) letter was published with tho President's 
consent. A member of the cabinet sought a confidential 
interview with him, told him where he might go with 
safety, where only with danger; and added, “ You wii 
probably sail in an American vessel, under tho American 
flag. After you have passed American limits, no one can 
touch you but by consent of this Government." A cabinet 
minister told one of Walker's friends, if ho made an alli¬ 
ance with Mexico, and attempted the conquest of Cuba, 
“ means shall not be lacking to carry out the enterprise” 
Walker says tho Government arrested him, not because ho 
attacked Nicaragua, but because he did not attack Mexico I 
I hold tho Federal Government responsible alike for tho 
''onduet of Walker and tho Supremo Court. 

But omitting particulars, looking only at tho general 
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course of the Government, you find it favours Slavery with 
continued increase of intensity. Lot not this rest on my 
t^timony alone, or your judgment Hero is “An Address 
delivered before tho Etiphemum mid Philomathcan Literary 
Societies of Krskino College, at tho Annual Commence 
irnmt, Wednesday, August 12th, 1857, by Richard Yoadon, 
Esq., of Charleston, 8. 0.” Mr. Yetulon is a representative 
man, editor of tho Charleston Courier , and a staunch 
defender of tho peculiar institution. Ho tells us he comes 
“ rather to sow tho good seed of truth, than to affect tho 
arts or graces of oratory; to teach the lessons of history, 
nml impress tho deductions of reason, than to-twine tho 
garlands of science, or straw the roses of literatureho 
would “combine tho didactic in largo measure with tho 
rhetorical." Ho discusses tho character of tha Fodenil 
Government and its relation to Slavery, “ on which rest 
the pillars of tho great social fabric ot tho South." He 
attempts to show that the Constitution was so framed as to 
uphold Shivery and check Freedom; and that the Federal 
Government has carried out tho plan with such admirable 
vigour, that, now Slavery can stand by its own strength. 
But you must have his own words :— 

u Tho now Constitution not only recognised, sanctioned, and guaran¬ 
teed it [Slavery} ivs a State institution, saeml within State limit* from 
Federal i’ivaaiun or interference, 1ml also bo far as to foster ami ex- 
paml it, by Federal protection and ttgvacy, wherever it was legalised, 
within State or territorial limit*; to uphold it by Federal power, 
and the Federal arm against domestic violence or foreign invasion 5 
anti, to mako it an element of Federal organisation and existence, by 
adopting it s.s a basis of Federal representation, xad a source of Federal 
revenue.'' 

" From that day to this, tho institution of domestic Slavery, within 
the several States, 1 ms bc«n regarded and held sacred as a reserved right, 
exclusively within State jurisdiction and beyond tho const it ulional power 
of Congress or of the general Government, except for guarantee, protec¬ 
tion, and defence f it Wing one and tho chief of those * particular inter¬ 
ests' which tho Convention h«* in view, as enhancing tho dlfiWllty of 
their work.” 

'* The general Government and tho 00-States are bound by constitutional 
duty and Federal compact to uphold and defend tho institution, where- 
ever it lawfully exists, in any of the State*." 

rt Indeed, so uncjueaiioaaUfO is the exclusive jurisdiction of State eove- 
reignty, except In the way of guarantee and protection, over the institu¬ 
tion of Slavery within State limits, that oven the high-priest and arch¬ 
fiend of political free-soiUsm, William 1 L tkrward, In his speech in Coy- 
grests, on tho admission of California Into the Union, thus conceded u— 
‘ No free State claims to extend ita legislation into a slave State. Kona 
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ckdmtr that Congress shall usurp pov«r to abolish Starurj in *.ha sk>v« 
State* j' mA the wild*#! fenalic* of ftboliUcnism, of the Vazha? and G*r- 
ruseo e«h<x4, tsc.hiiowls4ge that their airaefous crusade uifalasi the Sr/ fit 
<z&n only achieve ita unhallowed ttisa# by truiaijdiog as well on tlv> Consti¬ 
tution of their country, as on the oracles of God," 

Ho 1ms admiration for one Xorthora man who has been 
remarkably faithful to the ideas and plans of the slave 
power. He says it is the duty of the General Government 
to protect Slaverj' by suppressing insurrectionary move¬ 
ments, or attempts at domestic violence, and to turn out 
the whole force of tho .Republic, regular and militia :— 

** It «m in «mt«mplftUoa of such a «mtin#*ney, such ft ea«i jWini, 
that the edofjtient, accomplished, and giitad Kmvjft (new dedicating his 
extraorelfonry powers of comjxwilisti and ehscutksa, under tho auspice* of 
the ffauShar?, Matron, a patriot daughter of tho I’nJniet *o Statu, to the 
ptsrehftM and cimsecratkwi of tho homo and the grave of Washington, as 
the Mtwa of America), in his maiden efwch as tho representative in 
fJcmgreaa of the city of Boston, in 1826, then fresh from thi pulpit, in 
hsowarabio eontruat with the dastardly Sumu-ura and bullring Buriisgame* 
of the prwwnt clay, thus patriotically and fervently #poke—* Sir, i am no 
eoidier. Sly ha hit a and education are very unmiiitary 5 bat there is no 
cause in which I would sooner buckle a knapsack on my bads, and pat n 
nui.sket on my shoulder, than that of patting down a servile insurrection 
in the Snath'.* 

Tho newspapers say, with exquisite truth, that Mr. 
Everett is " the monarch of the platform/' the u greatest 
literary ornament of the entire continent of America,” fc?o 
he is : but to Air. Tendon, ho is also a great hero, the iron 
man of courage, unlike tho “dastardly Sumners /* and 
“ the dishonoured undperjured miscreants , Sewurd, Sumners, 
el id mute genus, who advocated the 1 higher law doc¬ 
trine/ ” 

Ho thus sums up the whole of our history:— 

"Tho American Union . . . ha# Iwa tho groat bulwark of . . . 

Son them Slavery, and has, in fact, nursed and fostered it, from a foebio 
and rickety infancy, into a giant manhood and maturity, and self sustain¬ 
ing power, able in maintain itself either in the Union or out of the Union, 
as may beat comport with the future policy and welfare of tho Scrathorw 
State*." 

“ Finally, to crown all, come#, in august majesty, the decision e f tho 
Supremo Judicatory of the United State* in tho case of Deed Scott, pro¬ 
nouncing the Missouri rest riot.ion unconatitnUoaid, nail and void, and 
deciaring all territories of the Union, present and future, when acquired 
by puremeuse or conquest, by common Imymre or common blood, to l«n 
held by the General Govern mm t, a* a trus tee for tho common benefit of 
all the Stalest, and 0 pun to every occupancy and residonco of tho ciliiensi 
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of a wry S taif., tritft their prntjMjrty of emy ttaswriptXo*^ iaoludlttg slaves 
r<’pe»Jftg'taadter th« of tha OtmrtiiwUott.''* , . . : 

“ Th<* che#n&£ resnlt, tho®, Is, that the Soatbjsrn ucwoa 

stroa^vr aad higher grmmd thaa ai any previous period of «t»r Ittaioty { 
and this, under the prognawdre and conatltutiosai action of tha Ctttwsral 
tiorrrnmciit, blotting m»t inricHcaa Uncut, catahiwhiog the braewl platform 
c>f SUl-s equality, ds»oSUbm.g eqnalAw sorereignty, retrksYiRg Iho error* 
of the past.; a-Htf fbmUHing now aecoritie* for tha future." 

" Thft number of idavw* bolding Btabcni baa boon itsmseawd to Aflnm, 
out of nn a£srre&at.ti hi thirty•oua States, with a fair prospect of farther 
intioue in Texas, amt in other territory, Required or to be acquired from 
iioxifo, in the CarriVeoa Sea, and Rull further south/' 

The slave States, lie says, no longer “ conceding domestic 
Slavery to bo a * moral, social, and political evil,’ any more 
than any other system of menial and praxlial labour, but 
ablo . . to defend it as eomhtenr- with scriptural teachings, 
and as an ordinance of Jehovah for the culture and welfare 
of the staple Slates, and the civilization ami Christianiza¬ 
tion of tho African.” To the.;: be says, “ Cotton is king, 
and destined to rule the nations with imperial sway.” 

The slave-holders feel stronger than ever before. This 
privileged class, the “ Nobility of Deinccracy,” counts only 
350,000 in all. Feeble in number*, the slave power is 
strong x position—holding the great federal offices, judicial, 
executive, and military, stronger in purpose and in will. 
“Tho hope, tho courage of assailants, is always greau 
than that of those who .act merely on the defensive.” At 
the South, it rules tho non'slaveholder*, as at the North it 
has had also the Democratic party under its thumb. There 
is a secret article in the creed of that party which demands 
unconditional submission to tho infallibility of tho negro - 
driver. .Senator Toombs has no slaves in Georgia who 
yield to his wilt more submissively than to tho whim of 
tho kSouthern master crouches'Hon. Mr. Cashing, whoso 
largo intellectual talents, great attainments, ami consum¬ 
mate political art, in this hall, so fitly represent tho town 
of Newburyport, It is the glory of tho Northern Demo¬ 
cratic party that it has been tho most crin going slave to 
tho haughtiest and unworthicai master in tho world. All 
individuality seemed “ crushed out,” to use Mr. Cushing’s 
own happy phrase. Within eight months every Northern 
State has had a State Democratic Convention, each of 
which has passed resolutions endorsing the Bred Scott de¬ 
cision. This act implies no individuality, of thought or 
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of ^ will, The Southern master gave command to each 
.iS”oi''t}icrrv ?s*c|ne4 of Democrats—" Make ready your reso¬ 
lutions* in support of the Dml Scott decision!” They 
" make ready.’ “ Consider resolutions! ” They “ con¬ 
sider,” “ Vote aye ! ” They “ vote aye.” 

The slave power, thus controlling the slaves and slave¬ 
holders at the South, and the Democratic party at the 
North, easily manages the Government at Washington. 
The Federal officer a are marked with different stripes— 
Whig, Democrat, and so on. They are all owned by the 
same master, and lick the same hand. So it controls too 
nation. It silences the great sects, Trinitarian, Unitarian, 
NuHitarinn : the chief ministers of this American Church— 
threefold in denominations, one in nature-—have naught to 
say against Slavery; the Tract Society dares not rebuke 
the ” rem of ail vilknies,” tho Bibio Society has no 
“ Word of God” for tho slave, the ” revealed religion” is 
not revealed to him. Writers of school-books " remember 
the hand that feeds them,” and venture no word against 
tho national crime which threatens to become also tho 
national ruin. In no nation on earth is there such social 
tyranny of opinion. In Kussia, Prussia, Austria, Franco, 
Italy, and Spain, tho despotic bayonet has pinned tho public 
lip? together. The Democratic hands of America have 
sewed up her own mouth with an iron thread—f.ha* and 
fetters are tho only product of the Southern nine. In 
Washington not a man in the meanest office dares open 
his lips against tho monster which threatens to devour his 
hairier anti his wife. No doctor allows himself a word against 
that tyrant—his business would forsake him if ho did. In 
Southern States, this despotism drives off all outspoken men. 
Mr. Underwood, of Virgina, made a speech against the 
extension of Slavery into Kansas,—ho must take his life in 
h‘s hand, and flee from his native State. Mr. Helper, of 
North Carolina, writes a brave, noble book, ciphering out 
tho results of freedom and of bondage,—oven North Caro¬ 
lina is too hot to hold him. Mr. Strickland, at Mobile, sells 
now end then an anti-Slavery book,—tho great State of Ala¬ 
bama drives him out, scares off his wife, and will notallow 
him to collect his honest debts ! At tho North, you know 
tho disposition of men who hold office from the Federal 
Government, or who seek and expect it : tho Federal hand 
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is raised to strangle Democracy. They never give the alarm: 
it would be to “ strike the hand that feeds them.” Kay, they 
crouch down and “ lick the hand just raised to died oar 
blood.” Even at Washington, Slavery has sewed up tho 
delegated Northern mouth, elso so noisy once. It is nearly 
two years since a Southern bully, a representative man of 
South Carolina, stole upon our great senator, with coward 
blows felled him to die ground, and with his bludgeon beat 
tho stunned and unconscious man. Ho meant to f ‘ silence 
agitationhe did his work too well. Excepting tho dis¬ 
cussion which followed, that outrage, do you remember an 
nnti-Sluvery speech in tho Senate since Charles Sumners', 
in May 1836? Can you think of one in the House ? If 
such have been spoken, I have not heard either, though I 
have listened all tho time. Now and then some one has 
made an apology for the North, promising not to touch 
Slavery in tho part most woundablo. But I believe there 
has Iveen no manly unii-Sluvery sjxfech in House or Senate 
till Mr. Hale broke the silence with a noblo word. Tho 
slave power dealt the blows upon one Northern man, and 
nearly silenced all tho rest! “ The safer part of valour is 

discretion!” Tho South has many alai-,8 not counted in 
the census. Ought ihcy to represent the North P 
Tlie slave power is conscious of strength, and sure of 
victory. It never felt so strong before. Ixxik at this: the 
Treasury Department bus just instructed the collectors not 
to permit a free negro to act as master of a vessel,—he is 
not a citizen of the United States ! See what tho Southern 
States are doing. A bill has been reported m tho Senate 
of Louisiana, authorizing that State to import five thousand 
African- slaves. If it becomes* a law tho Government will 
not prevent the act; our worst enemy, tho Supreme Court, 
is ready to declare unconstitutional the law which forbids 
tho African slave trade. Tho South may impel t as many 
slaves as sho likes ; tho Government is for her wickedness, 
not against that—only against justice and the unalienable 
rights of man. Another bill is pending before tho Vir¬ 
ginia Legislature to banish or enslave all tho 73,000 free 
coloured persons in that State, where more than ono Presi¬ 
dent has been tho father of a mulatto woman's child. The 
law to enslave them all may pass; the Federal Govern¬ 
ment cares nothing about it. African Rachel may mourn 
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in vain for her first-born, and refuse to be comforted, be¬ 
cause tho Yirgwitm Jacob chains tho parti-coloured Joseph 
that she boro to him “ lot her mourn! What does tho Fcderal 
Herod care that in all Virginia there is a voice heard of 
lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning from tho 
poor Rachel of Africa ? 

Stronger than ever before, at least in fancy, and yet 
more truly impudent than fancied strong, the slave power 
proposes two immediate measures:— 

I. To mss tho Lecompton Constitution through Con¬ 
gress, and force Slavery into the laws of Kansas, against 
the oft-repeated, vote of tho people* 

II. To add seven thousand men to tho standing army of 
the United States. They are nominally to put down tho 
ixdygiunous Mormons in Utah—Satan contradicting the lies 
he is tho father of!—but really to support the more grossly 
polygamous slave-holders; to force the Lecompton Consti¬ 
tution upon Kansas with the bayonet; in all tho Horth, 
to execute tho Fugitive Slave Bill, and tho Dred Scott de¬ 
cision, already made* and the Lemmon decision, about to be 
made, and establish Slavery in each free Stato; and also to 
put'down, any insurrection of tho coloured peepio at the 
South. The Mormons aro the pretence no more; tho 
army is raised against tho Democracy of Massachusetts, 
not the Polygamy of Utah. 

Ladies and gentlemen, both of these measures will pass 
the Senate, pass the House. If it were the <md of a pre¬ 
sidential term, I should expect they would be defeated. 
But men worship the rising sun, not tho setting, who has no 
more golden light for them. A Boston merchant, with but 
$87,000. could bribe men enough to pass his tariff bill! 
The new Predden, tliG has more than $87,000,000—offices 
for three years to come. The addition to the army will cost 
at least $5,000,000 a year, and tho patronage that gives 
will command votes enough. I knew' how tender aro tho 
feelings of Congress; I know how politicians reject with 
scorn the idea that money or office could alter their vote; 
but wo all know that a President, his pocket full of public 
money, his hands full of offices, can buy votes of honourable 
senators and honourable representatives just m readily as 
you can buy pea-nuts of tho huckster down stairs. I need 
not go from this hall, or its eastern neighbour, I need not 
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go back seven years to find honourable members of the 
“ Great and General Court of Massachusetts” who were 
bought with a price. I shall tell no names, though I know 
them only too well. Peter did repent and Judas may—X 
will give him a chance. I expect, therefore, that-both 
these measures will pass. Then you will find the Northern 
“Democracy” supporting them; futuro conventions will 
ring with resolutions in favour of the Lccompton Conven¬ 
tion, and a great standing army will bo one of tho acknow¬ 
ledged “principles” of tho Democrats party—a toast on 
Independence Day. 

When tho two immediate measures arc disposed of, there 
are three others a little more remote, which aro likewise to 
be passed upon. 

I. The first is to establish Slavery in all the Northern 
States—tho Dred Scott decision has already put it in all 
tho territories. The Supreme Court will make a decision 
in the Lemmon case, and authorize any one of the Southern 
masters of the North to bring his slaves to any Northern 
State, and keep them as long as ho pleases. Coloured men 
“ have no rights which white men aro bound to respect”— 
so says the Supreme Court, .which is greater than tho 
Constitution; and if that be true generally, everywhere, 
then it will be true specially in Massachusetts. I have 
no doubt the Supremo Court will make tho decision. Wo 
have no Judge Curtis to sit in that Court, and give his 
verdict for law and justice ; his place is occtipied by Hon. 
Nathan Clifford—a very different man, if I am rightly 
informed. When his nomination was before the Senate, 
Mr. Hale opposed it, and paid 1 fr. Clifford was not reckoned 
a first class lawyer in his own district—which comprises 
tho greater part of Now England ; nor in his own State— 
the State of Maine; nor in his own country; nor even in 
his own town! 

Then, after Mr. Halo hud reduced this vulgar frac¬ 
tion of law to his lowest terms, tho Senate added it to 
the sum of tho Supremo Court. Ho is strong enough for 
his function—to create new law for Slavery. His appoint¬ 
ment must needs cause a judgment against him, but let us 
give him a fair trial. When th • Court has given tho 
expected decision in the Lemmon case, then this new 
article will bo voted into tbo apostolic creed of the Dcmo- 

vol. vi. x 
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c ratio party, published by authority, and appointed to bo 
read in caucuses and conventions. It may bo said or 
sung,” as follows:—“ I believe in the Fugitive Bill; I 
believe in the Kansas-Nobrnska Bill; I believe in tho Dred 
Scott decision; I believe in tho Lemmon decision. As it 
was in tho beginning, is now, and over shall be, world 
without end. Amen/’ 

II. f l he next measure is to conquer Mexico, Central Ame¬ 
rica, and all the Northern Continent down to the Isthmus; 
to conquer Cuba, liny ti, Jamaica, till tho West India Islands, 
and establish Slavery there. This conquest of the Islands 
might seem rather a difficult work—it might require some 
fighting; but tho latcHon.SenatorButler.of South Carolina, 
was very confident it would bo done. You remember how 
he spoke of thoso islands in a rambling speech that ho ouco 
made, which was truth-telling, because drunken. You smile; 
but if in vino veritas be good Latin, a fortiori is it good 
American to say, there is more truth in whisky, which is 
stronger? In one of his fits of “ loose expectoration,” that 
distinguished senator, a representative man, like Bully 
Brooks, instantial and typical of his State, spoke of “our 
Southern Islands,” meaning Cuba, San Domingo, Jamaica, 
Trinidad, St Thomas, and tho rest. He called them our 
islands, not that they were so then, or because ho had any 
personal knowledge that they over would bo; but “ being in 
tho spirit” (of Slavery), and tho spirit (of whisky) being 
also in him— imperium in imperio —by this twofold inspira¬ 
tion (of Slavery from without and whisky from withiu), and 
from this double consciousness (out of tho abundance of 
the stomach tho mouth also speaking), ho prophesied (this 
medium of two spirits), not knowing what ho said. 

That is the second measure,—to rc-nanex tho West 
Indies and tho Continent. 

III. Tho third measure is to restore tho African slave 
trade. Now and then tho South puts forth a feeler, to try 
tho weather; tho further South you go tho more boldly are 
tho feelers put out South Carolina and Louisiana seem 
ready for this measure; and of course tho Supremo Court 
is ready. You must not bo surprised if yofc another articlo 
be added to tho Democratic creed, and wo hear Mr. Cushing 
deacon off this now Litany of Despotism, with—“ I bcliovo 
in tho African Slave Trade.” 
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To carry all these measures, the slave power depends on 
tho Federal Government. But it never pesters the Govern¬ 
ment with petitions on paper; it sends its petitions in boots. 
They are not referred to Committees in House or Senate; 
the petitions in boots are themselves the Committee of 
Houso and Senate. Gentlemen, the slave power has got 
tho Federal Government, especially the Supremo Court—a 
constant power. 

It relics also on tho Democratic party North for its aid in 
this destruction of Democracy. Gentlemen, it has got that 
party—will it keep it ? Heretofore tho two have seemed 
united, not for better but for worse, “ so long os they both 
do live.” Witness tho arguments of Mr. Cushing, yester¬ 
day, in tlm hall, against the personal liberty law; and he 
faithfully and consistently represents tho Northern Demo¬ 
cratic party as it was. 

Tho slave power depends on tho four great commercial 
cities of tho North—Cincinnati, Philadelphia, Now York, 
and Boston. Gentlemen, it has tho support of these four 
cities, and will continue to have it for some time to come. 
If tho two immediate and tho three remote aggressive 
measures I have just mentioned were to be passed on by 
tho voters of these four towns, I think they would vote os 
tho slavo power told them. They did so for the Fugitive 
Slave Bill, for tho Kan^as-Ncbraska Bill;—they will vote 
for tho Lecompton Bill, tho Amy Bill; and when their 
help is wanted for tho Americanisation of the rest of tho 
continent, by filibustering; for tho Southernisation of tho 
North, by tno Lemmon decision; for tho Africanization of 
America, by restoring tho African slavo trade, they will 
do as they are bid. 

If these five measures were left to the voters of Boston 
alone, tho result might bo doubtful,—nay, I think it would 
be adverso to tho South. But look at tho matter a littlo 
more nicely. Divide the Boston voters into four classes:— 
tho rich—men worth £100,000 or more; tho educated— 
men with such culture as pupils got at tolerable colleges; 
tho poor—tho Irish, and all men worth but £400 or less; 
tho middling class—tho rest of tho male citizens. If tho 
question were submitted to tho first three, I mako no doubt 
tho voto would bo for tho South, for tho destruction of 
Democracy. Tho educated and tho poor would do as tho 
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rich commanded them—they would not “strike tho hand 
that feeds them,** for they know how 

*' To crook the pregnant hinges of tho knee, 

Where thrift tony follow fawning.” 

X speak of tho general rule, and. do honour to the excep¬ 
tions. X hope you think mo harsh in this judgment 
Many of you, I see, are members of this House, and do 
not know exactly tho city you are strangers in. I believo 
it the best city in the world; but it has somo faults which 
warrant my conjectural fear. Two things have happened, 
Mr. President, sineo our last annual meeting, which show 
the proclivity of tho controlling class in Boston to support 
Slavery. The first took place on the 17th of June. Ono 
or two haberdashers and the hotel-keepers of Boston were 
anxious to celebrate the eighty-second anniversary of the 
battle of Bunker Hill. The State and the City united in 
that good work. There was a Committee of tho Massa¬ 
chusetts legislature, joined with a Committee of the City 
Council. 1’cro is tho book, " printed by authority," giving 
an* account of some of the proceedings. Tho Committee 
invited distinguished champions of Slavery to come and 
consecrate tho statue of Warren. Hero is tho reply of 
Governor Wise, of Virginia. It contains an ndrairablo 
hint. Ho hopes the Revolutionary limes will return. So 
do X. 

Here are letters from the Hon. Mr. Hilliard, of Alabama, 
from ex-President Tyler, and from similar people, too 
numerous to mention in au anti-Slavery speech. There is a 
bill to be paid by tho Commonwealth by and by, and some 
of you, gentlemen, will havo an opportunity to vote the 
money of Massachusetts to pay for the liquor which intoxi¬ 
cated some of the great champions of Slavery whom tho 
Committee invited to do honour to Bunker Hill by their 
bodily presence, and to Boston by their subsequent carouse. 
There will bo a bill amounting to $1067.04 which I would 
advise tho legislators to look at carefully, and see what tho 
" items " are, and ascertain who consumed the " items” 
But let mo return to tho "great celebration,"—almost 
equal in glory to tho battle itself. 

The Committee invited th*, author of the Fugitivo Slavo 
Bill to partake of their festivities. Yes, ladies and gentle- 
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men, they invited tho Hon. Mr. Mason, of Virginia, tho 
moat insolent man in tho American Hen a to, tho most 
bitterly and vulgarly hostilo to tho Democratic institutions 
of tho North, tho man who had treated your own senator 
•with such insolence nnd abuse; Sir. Keitt, of South Caro¬ 
lina, also should havo been included 1 I shall not now 
speak of tho men who outraged tho decency of New 
England by asking such a man to such a spot on such a 
day,—they were types of a class of men whom they too 
faithfully serve. IIut on that occasion, “complimentary 
flunkeyism” swelled itself almost to bursting, that it 
might croak tho praises of Mr. Mason and his coadjutors. 

When the coward blows of Mr. Brooks—ono of that 
holy alliance of bullies who rulo Congress—had brought 
Charles Sumner to tho ground, and ho lay helpless between 
life and death, you know the people of Boston proposed to 
havo a meeting in Fancuil Hall to express their indignation. 
A Committee, appointed at a previous meeting, nad tho 
matter in charge. They invited Hon. Mr. Winthrop to at¬ 
tend. “ No,” ho “could not come.” They asked Mr. Everett. 
“ No/’ ho too was “ unable.” It was reported at tho time, 
and I thought on good authority, that when the Committee 
asked Hon. Mr. Choate, ho asked " if blows on tho head 
with a gutta-percha stick would hurt a man much?” 
These three were ex-senators. They all refused to attend 
tho meeting and join in any expressior of feeling against 
tho outrage upon Mr. Sumner. Ge itlemcn, I respect 
sincerity, and I was glad that they were not hypocrites on 
that occasion. Twice tho Committeo waited on the first 
two gentlemen, offering the invitation, which was twice 
refused. But Mr. Winthrop nnd Mr. Everett were both 
at Charleston to pay that feudal homage to Mr. Fugitive 
Slave Bill Mason, which Northern vassals owe tho slave 
power. With their “ flunkeyism,” they tainted still worse 
the air of that town which has a proverbial reputo and 
name. 

Then was fulfilled that celebrated threat of Senator 
Toombs, of Georgia. On tho eighty-second anniversary of 
New England : s first great battle, at tho foot of Bunker 
Hill monument, the author of tho Fugitivo Slave Bill, the 
most offensive of all his tribe, called over tho roll of his 
slaves; and men, their names unknown to fame, thoir 
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personalities too indistinct for sight, at least for memory, 
with the City Government of Boston, the authorities of 
Harvard College, tivo ex-senators, one cx-governor, the 
Governor of Massachusetts (spile of the “ certainty of a 
mathematical demonstration," now also an ex), answered 
to their names! 

That was not all. The next day, at the public cost, in 
a steam-boat chartered expressly for the purpose, the City 
Government took Mr. Mason about the harbour, showing 
to him the handsome spectacle of nature, the green islands, 
then so fair; and you saw, a hideous sight, the magistrates, 
of this town doing homage to ono <>t tho foulest of her 
enemies, who had purposely incited a kindred spirit to 
deal such blows on the honoured head of a noble senator of 
this State. 

Nor was that all. The next night, ono of tho Professors 
of Harvard College, both a learned and most genial man, 
but at that time specially representing the servility of his 
institution, better even than his accomplishments generally 
3 epresont its Greek scholarship, invited the author of tho 
Fugitive Slave Bill to an entertainment at his house. 

So the magistrates of Boston, the authorities of Harvard 
College, tho “ respectabilities of tho neighbourhood," the 
Committee of the Legislature, the Governor of the Com¬ 
monwealth, and its ex-senators said in their acts, and their 
words too, “ Thus shall be done unto the man whom tho 
slave power delighteth to honour.” 

Here is the other act. Mr. Alger, a young Unitarian 
minister of this town, had been invited to deliver the annual 
Fourth of July Address before the city authorities ; and he, 
good honest man, in the simplicity of his heart, like Horace 
Mann and Charles Sumner, loim before, thought that ono day 
in the year was consecrate to Independence, and an orator 
might be pardoned if, on Independence Day, he said a word 
in behalf of tho self-evident truths of the old Declaration, 
and spoke of tho natural and unalienable right of all men 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Mr. Alger’s 
grandfather fought in the battle of Bunker Hill, and it was 
not surprising that the " spirit of ’75,” speaking through 
such a "medium,” should be a little indignant at the 
spirit of *h7 ! He spoke as he ought. Tho City Govern¬ 
ment refused to print his speech—which, however, printed 
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itself. The act was consistent. They who had crouched 
to,Senator Mason, and answered at the roll-call of his 
slaves, how could they publish a raunly speech rebuking 
their "complimentary flunkey ism !” 

These two acta may make you doubt what would bo the 
fate of the slave power’s measures if left to Boston alone ; 
but they mako inc sure what it would be if left to the three 
clashes I have just now named. 

Bet will these measures succeed, even with such help ? If 
I had stood in this spot on the 29th of January, 1850, and 
foretold as prophecy what is history to-day, would you 
hnvo believed me, Mr. President ? Ladies and gentlemen, 
you could not credit it: that Mason's Bill, proposed 
the week before, would become a law; that Boston would 
ever bo the haunt of man-stealers, her Court-House a 
barracoon, Fnncuilllnll crammed with soldiers hired to steal 
a negro boy; that her Judge of Probate would forego the 
benevolence of his nature, or at least of Ins office, and 
become a kidnapper, and oven a pretended onti-Slavery 
Governor keep him in office still! No, you could not be¬ 
lieve that Wendell Phillips would ever be brought to trial 
for a f< misdemeanor,’ 1 because, in the cradle of liberty, ho 
declared it wrong for a Judge of Probate to turn kid¬ 
napper ! No, you would not hear the prediction that the 
Missouri Compromise would bo repealed, the ICansas- 
Nebraska Act bo passed, and the military arm of the 
United States, lengthened out with Border ruffians, would 
be stretched forth to force Slavery' into Kansas with the 
edge of tho sword. You would have said, “ The Bred Scott 
decision is impossible; the Supreme Court cannot declare 
that no coloured man is a citizen of tho United Statr;,— 
that the Constitution itself puts Slavery into every territory, 
spite of local legislation, spite of Congress itself, spite of tho 
people’s will! Should they attempt so foul a wrong, tho 
nest Convention of the Northern Democrats would read the 
Court asunder! Caleb Cushing would war against it!” 
What have we seen abroad ; what do some of you hear u 
this hall, day out, day in ? On the 29th of January, 1858, 
is it more unlikely that tho Federal Government will 
decree tlicso three new measures,—to establish Slavery 
in all the North, to conquer and enslave the Southern 
part of the continent, to restore the slave trade P Tho 
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past is explanation of the present, as the present also of 
tho past, 

Thero arc two things you maj depend on : tho impudent 
boldness of your Southern nussters ; the thorough corrup¬ 
tion of their Northern slaves. These two arc “stire us 
death and rates." 

But opposition is mado against Slavery,—some of it 
is quite remarkable. I begin with mentioning what comes 
from quarters which named least promising. 

1. A Northern Democrat enters on the stage,—an un¬ 
wonted appearance. But it is no “ infant phenomenon," no 
stripling, “who never appeared on any stage before," 
making his first essay by venturing on an unti-Slaveiy 
part. It is an old stock actor—the little giant of many a 
tragedy. Mr. Douglas bus broken with tho Administra¬ 
tion ; the author of the Kmisas-Nebrnska Act is now un¬ 
doing his own work ; the iuvenlor of “ squatter sovereignty " 
(or, if Cass be the inventor, Dougins has tho patent) turns 
round and strikes the hand that fed him with honours and 
applause. Ho has great personal power of work, of endur¬ 
ance, immense ability to talk; all tho arts of sophistry aro 
at his command; adroit, cunning, far-sighted, for an 
American politician—no man, I think, better understands 
the strategy of politics, and no man has been moro im¬ 
moral und shameless in its use. ITo has long been tho 
leader of the Northern Democracy, and knows its instincts 
und its ideas; bis band is familiar with the strings which 
move tho puppets of the party. Amongst men not cleri¬ 
cal, I have heard but one speaker lie with such exquisite 
adroitness, and make the worse appear tho better raison. 
He is a senator, still holding his place on important com¬ 
mittees ; he is rich, in the prune of life, ambitious of power: 
ho has abandoned drunkenness, and his native strength 
returns to his stout frame once more. Let us not disguise 
it,—no mere politician in America can do the slave power 
such harm. 

But I havo no moro confidence in Mr. Douglas now 
than in 1854. Tho nature of tho man has not changed, 
nor can it change; oven his will is still the «amo. No 
man has dona us such harm. You know his public 
measures, his public speeches—the ne./spapers report ull 
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that; but his frauds, his insolent demeanour, his brow¬ 
beating and violence towards the Republican senators, you 
do not know—only the actual spectators can understand 
such tilings. Do you remember that, after Mr. Sumner 
had made his last great- speech, Mr. Douglas said,—“ Does 
the senator want ua to kick him ?” You have not forgot 
that when Brooks made his attack upon Sumner, Douglas 
also was there, and did not interfere to prevent a con¬ 
tinuance of the blows. Ho also was a part of that out¬ 
rage. The man has not changed. If ho were President, 
ho would do as Buchanan does, only more so. If he were 
sure of his senatorial office for six years to come, I think 
we should hear no words from him in behalf of Kansas. 
But hia term expires in March, next year. He knows ho 
cannot be re-elected, unless bo changes his course. So ho 
alters his measures, and provisionally favours Freedom; 
not hia principles, which are the loaves and fishes of 
power. I am sorry to hear Republicans express their 
confidence in bun, and give him praise which leaves 
nothing to add to such men as Hale, Seward, and Chase. 
I know it is said, “ Any stone is good enough to throw at a 
dog;*' but this is a stone that >111 scale in its flight, veer 
off, and finally hit what you mean not to hurt, but to 
defend. Yet it is unexpected to find any individuality of 
conduct or opinion in the party. It is pleasant to see 
what a train of followers ho has already, and to think that 
Democracy is not quito dead among “ Democrats.” lie is 
fighting against our foes—that is an accident,; ho ia not 
fighting for ua, but only for Stephen A Douglas, and if 
ho wins that battle, ho cares not who his allies arc, nor 
who his foes. 

2. The next help comes from a slave State. Hero is 
the valuable speech of Hon. F. P. Blair, from Missouri. 
” The civilized world,” says he, “ is at war with the propa¬ 
gation of Slavery, whether by fraud or by the sword; and 
those who look to gain political ascendancy on this conti¬ 
nent by bringing the weight of this system, like an enor¬ 
mous yoke, not to subject the slaves only, but their fellow- 
citizens and kindred of the same blood, have mads false 
auguries of the signs of the times/’ 

Significant words—doubly important when coming from 
a slave State. Do not think ho is alone. He has a con- 
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stituency behind him not of doughfaces. Here is the 
speech of Mr. James B. Gardcnhire, lately made in tlie 
House of Representatives at Jefferson City, Missouri. It 
is of the same tenor as Mr. Blair's, and advocates the abo¬ 
lition of Slavery in Missouri itself. 

3. Hove is something from Republican Members of Con¬ 
gress-. Hot to mention others from Hew England, or else¬ 
where, here is a speech from Hon. Eli Thayer, ironical, 

. sometimes, I take it, but plain and direct in substance. He 
would have the free States send settlers to Korthenizc the 
South—already ho has a colony in Virginia—and Hew 
Englandize Central America ! “ The Yankee," says Mr. 
Thayer, “ has never become a slave-holder, unless he has 
been forced to it by the social relations of the slave State 
where he lived; and the Yankee who has become a slave¬ 
holder has ever) day of his life thereafter felt in his very 
bones the bad economy of the system." “ Why, sir, ho 
can buy a negro power in a steam-engine for ten dollars, 
and ho can clothe and feed that power for one year for 
five dollars; and are wo the men to give $1000 for an 
African slave, and $150 a year to feed and clothe him ?" 

This is an anti-Slavcry argument which traders can 
understand. Mr. Thayer is not so much a talker as an 
organizer; ho puts his thoughts into works. You know how 
much Kansas owes him for the organization he has sot on 
foot. One day will he not also revolutionize Virginia ? 
There is a to-morrow after to-day. 

Here is a speech from Hon. John P. Hale. I think it is 
the ablest ho ever made,—the first any one has made, I 
think, since the discussion caused by the assault on Mr. 
Sumner. It relates to Kansas and the Bred Scot decision. 
Hear what lie says of the latter:— 

** Jf the opinion of the Supremo Court he lme, it makes the immortal 
authors of the Declaration of Independence liars before God and hypo¬ 
crites before the world; for they lay down their sentiments broad, fall, 
and explicit, and them they say that they appeal to the Supremo Ruler of 
the universe for the rectitude of their intentions ; but, if you believe the 
Supreme Court, they were merely quibbling* on words. They went Into 
the courts of the Most High, t «a pledged fidelity to their principles as 
iho price they would pay for success, and now it is attempted to cheat 
them out of the poor boon of integrity; and it is said that ther did not 
mean so; ami that when they said all men, they meant all wfiift men ; 
and when they said that the contest they waged was for the rights of 
mankind, the Supremo Court of the United States would have you bcl evo 
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that they mean it was to cJiMirh Slavery. Against that I protest, here, 
now, ami everywhere; and I tell the Supreme Court that these things 
nro so irapreguablv fixed in the hearts of the people, on the page of 
history, in the recollections and traditions of men, that it will require 
mightier efforts than they have mado or can make to overturn or to 
shako these settled convictions of the popular understanding and of 
the popular heart. 

" Sir, you are now proposing to carry out Una Deed Scott decision by 
forcing upon the people of Kansas a Constitution against which they have 
remonstrated, and to which there can be r.o shadow of doubt a very largo 
portion of them are opposed. Will it succeed ? I do not know; it is 
not for me to say ; hut I will say this: if you force that—if you perse¬ 
vere in that attempt—I think, I hope, the men of Kansas will fight. I 
hope they will resist to blond and to death the attempt to force them to 
a- submission against which their fathers contended, and. to which they 
never would have submitted. Let me ,®ll you, ei\, I stand not here to 
use the language of intimidation or of menace ; but you kindle the fires 
of civil war in that country by an attempt to force that Constitution on 
the nocks of an unwilling jieople; and you will light afire that all Demo¬ 
cracy cannot quench—ay, sir. there will come up many another Peter the 
Hermit, that will go through the length and the breadth of this land, telling 
the story of your wrongs and your outrages; and t,«sy will stir the 
public heart; they will raise a feeling in this country such as ha* never 
yet Wen raised ; and the men of this country will go'forth, a* they did of 
olden time, in another crusade'; hut it will not W a crusade to redeem 
the dead sepulchre where the body of tho Crucified had lain from the 
profanation of the infidel, but io redeem this fair land, which Cod ha* 
given to bo the abode of freemen, from the desecration of a despotism 
sought to be imposed upon them in the name of ‘perfect freedom* and 
• popular sovereignty.*" 

This is a little different from the speeches made in Con¬ 
gress last winter. Thero is nothing apologetic and depre¬ 
catory this time. Mr. Seward said, long ago, “ The tixno 
for compromises has passed by.” 

Mr. Sumner's chair is vacant still—and yet it speaks 
with more power than any senator can bring to defend 
Slavery with. In tho long lino of men Massachusetts has 
sent to do service in tho halls of Congress, there has been 
none nobler than Charles Sumner, none more faithful. I 
know how dangerous it is to praise a living man, especially 
a politician ; to-morrow may undo tho work of half a cen¬ 
tury. But here I feel safe; for, of all the men I hnvo 
known in political life, ho is tho only one who has thereby 
grown stronger in tho noblest qualities of a man. Already 
his integrity has been.tried in the severest ordeal; I think 
hereafter it will stand any test. Massachusetts 1ms had 
three great Adamses—Samuel, John, John Quincy. In 
their graves, they aro to her what “ tho three Tells” are 
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to Switzerland. Hero is a man equal! v noble, perhaps with 
a nicer culture than any of them, ifo has now the same 
firmness, the &une integrity—faithfulness to delegated 
trust, allegiance to the higher law of right. His empty 
chair i3 eloquent. 

4. Then there aro Bcpublieans out of Congress, in offi¬ 
cial station, who ore at work. All the New England 
States, New’ York, Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, Iowa, Wiscon¬ 
sin, have governors and legislatures, I think, hostile 10 
Slavery—after the “ Republican" way. The election of 
Mr. Banks was a triumph in Massachusetts. In fifty years 
past, no Northern State has sent a man to the House of 
Representatives, who in twenty-five years acquired aa great 
influence there as Mr. Banka in four. has many qua¬ 
lities which fit him for eminence in American politics—if 
ho only he faithful to the right. I hear loud condemnation 
of him from anti-Slavery men, because, say they, " he will 
do wrong by and by." Our sentence will be in season if it 
comes after tho crime; and the actual offences of Repub¬ 
lican politicians are so numerous that I will not condemn 
conjectural felonies before they aro committed. I hear it 
said ho will not remove Judge Lorbg. Wait and see. This 
I know, that a good deal within twelvo months, he said ho 
wished him removed, by the address of tho Legislature; 
and if he (Banks) were Governor, he (Banks) would do it} 
If ho try to ride a compromise, ho may depend on it ho will 
not ride far, however long! " Tho day of compromise is 

past." I remember the speech ho made in Wall-street, 
New York; also tho one at Salem. I have no defence to 
make for them, no excuse to offer for him. I felt astonished 
and ashamed. But to exchange his predecessor for him 
seemed a triumph of freedom in 1857; 1 hope it will prove 
so in years to come. 

The Republican party has done considerable service, but 
it docs not behave very well. It is cowardly; a little de¬ 
ceitful ; " making I dare not wait upon I would" Coloured 
waiters at public festivals say, "tho Democrats treat us 
better than the Republicans." Events have clearly showm 
that the party did not deserve to gain tho Federal power 
in 1856; that it would have been ruinous to tho party 
could they then have taken tho great offices, and disastrous 
to the cause of freedom, which they would compromise. 
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Yet, os it is the best political party we here, X would not bo 
over-nice in criticising it. I like not to pick holes in tho 
thin spots of tho only political coat wo have in this stormy 
weather. I know tho difficulties of the party, and have 
pity for its offenders—nono for its mcro hunters after 
place. 

I have spoken of the services of these classes of political 
men. There is one trouble which disturbs all four. They 
are liable to a certain disease of a peculiar nature. I have 
a good copy of Galen, but he docs not mention it; tho last 
edition of Hippocrates, but neither he nor his commentator, 
though both well-lettered men, makes any reference thereto. 
Hence I suppose it is a new disease, which, though not 
exactly a doctor of medicine, perhaps I am the firsc to de¬ 
scribe. So I will call it the presidential fever; or, in Lat in, 
Typhus infattdus Americanus* I will try to describe the 
specific variety which is endemic in tho Northern States, 
the only place whero I have studied the disease. I may 
omit some symptoms of the case, which other observers 
will supply. At first tho patient is filled with a vuguo 
longing after things too high for him. He gazes at them 
with a fixed staro; the pupils expand. But ho cannot see 
distinctly; crooked ways seem straight; the shortest curve 
lie thinks is a right angle; dirty things look clean, and ho 
lays hold of them without perceiving their condition. Some 
things ho secs doublo—especially the number of his friends; 
others with a semi-vision, and it is always the lower half 
ho secs. All tho time he hears a confused noisG, like that 
of men declaring votes, State after State. This noise ob¬ 
scures all other sounds, s > that he cannot hear the still 
small voice which yet moves the world of men. Ho can 
bear no “agitation;'* the word “Slavery” disturbs him 
much; he fears discussion thereof as a liydrophobinc dreads 
water. Yet ho is fond of the “ rich brogue” of the foreign 
population. His sense of smell is so morbid that an honest 
man is unbearably offensive. His tongue is foul, but ho 
has an irresistible propensity to lick the hands of those ho 
thinks will give him what ho seeks. His organ of locality 
is crazed and erratic in its action; the thermometer may 

• It may bo tho * "mo Herod is said to haro died of. From Sallust's 
description, it would seem that Cataline had a slight touch of it.—Bell. 
Cat. ch. i. 
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stands at 20 below zero—-even lower, if long enough—the 
Mississippi may be frozen over clear down to Natchez, 
llcllgntc bo impassable for ice, and tho wind of Labrador 
blow for months across the continent to the Gulf of Mexico— 
still he ean’t believe ther't is any North! Combativeness 
is irregularly active; he fights his best friends and clings 
to his worst enemies. Destructiveness is intense; he would 
abolish tho negroes, enforce the Fugitive Slave Bill, and 
hang the abolitionists. Benevolence is wholly inert. Cnsu- 
ality has become idiotic; he looks into tho clockwork of 
the State, and everywhere finds " u little nigger has got 
into tho machinery,” which ho would set right by 
“ crushing out” tho intruder. Ideality fills him with the 
foolishest of dreams. The organ of self-esteem swells to a 
monstrous size—like a huge wen on tho ton of tho head, 
" a sight to behold.” Ho talks about himself excessively, 
ad nauseam; and “makes a noise town-meeting days,” 
and is always “ up ” in the Legislature. Vanity is im¬ 
mense; lie would be before tho people continually; no 
place is too small, if only public ;* ho lives in tho cyo of 
tlm people, greedy of praise. Hope is in a state of delirious 
excitement no failure disconcerts him, no fall abates dcsira 
to rise. Voracity is in a comatose state; “ he will lio like 

Governor -Conscientiousness bus “caved in,” 

and in its place there is “ a hole in his head.” He knows 
higher law above his own ambition, for which all means 
wxm just. Ho often speaks of “ the father of his country,” 
hut never tells his noblest deeds, llis reverence is delirious 
in its action ; ho worships every graven or molten imago 
that faces South, and lies prostrate beforo tho great ugly 
idol of Slavery, rending his gnrmouts, and cries, “Baal 
help us! Baal help us!” Disease incurable; yields to 
no medicine; not hellebore enough in all Anticyra to affect 
the mss. 

• I nevd not speak of the old anti-Slavery Society. It is not 

• •* Kidenarom Oatnonamqoo MW potMtafl, 

Et do locturam ja* dteautt, trjwi minoro 
Fmngwrw, patuuuiu vaeui* -.-EdiU* tflubri* 5 
..— qui nimin op(al-ai htmorcs." 

Tho foattM i* only for doctor*, who know tho focal application* of tho 

pvoyraphy. 
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necessary I should criticise their action—I have done that 
often enough before. If we deserve any praise, let others 
givo it, or givo it not, os suits them best. 

There has been a great change in the peoplo of tho 
North—else, Mr. President, wo were not hero to-night. 
You remember the Legislatures of 1850, 1851, 1852— 
wlmt if you had asked them for this hall! In 1851, even 
Faneuil Hall could not bo had for a Convention of fifteen 
hundred as respectable and intelligent men as over assem¬ 
bled in tho United States, with Horace Mann at their head. 
Wo are hero to-night by tho will of tho people' of Massa¬ 
chusetts. For many years wo have come up before tho 
Legislature of this Stato; it has always heard us patiently, 
ana I think at length has always doue what wo asked. 
Former Legislatures have done all in their power to removo 
tho only Massachusetts Judgo of Probate that over kid¬ 
napped a man. I raako no doubt this Legislature will as 
faithfully represent tho conscience of tho State. 

I say there has been a great chango in tho people. Com¬ 
pare tho old Daily Advertiser with tho now, which I think 
ono of tho humancst as well as ablest newspapers in Now 
England. 

I recall tho fate of tho Northern mon who voted for tho 
Knnsos-Nebraska Bill. There wero thirteen Northern 
senators who did so. Tho official term has expired for ten 
of them. Nino of the ten lost their election—veteran old 
Mr. Cass at their head; tho Camden and Amboy Railroad 
sent back Mr. Thompson to represent their rolling-stock. 
Stuart of Michigan, Jones of Iowa, and Douglas of Illinois, 
abido their time. 

Forty-two Northern representatives were equally false to 
Democracy. Tkirtv-nino of them have gone to their own 
place, only threo returned to their seats: J. Glaucoy Jones, 
and T. B. Florence of Pennsylvania, and W. H. English, of 
Indiana, alono remain. 

If tho South is more confident of victory than over, tho 
North is also more determined to conquer. The lato elections 
show this: that of Mr. Banks is a very significant sign of tho 
times. The ‘‘rebellion” of Mr. Douglas, so his old masters 
call it, is popular at the North. Ho could bo elected to tho 
Senato to-morrow by a vote of the people of Illinois. I do 
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not say I would vote for him; that State will. All the 
West is on his side. See how many tender-footed Demo¬ 
crats thero aro who cannot walk over a majority of legal 
voters in Kansas ten thousand strong, and force Slavery on 
that State, oven at the command of tho old master. Soon 
there will bo conscience Democrats , os once conscience 
Whigs. Tho Administration party may carry their mea¬ 
sures ; it will bo us of old, " tho counsel 'of tho froward is 
carried headlong.” In I860, tho Northern Democratic 
party will be where tho Whig party was in 1856. There 
will \q a pack of men about tlio Federal offices in all tho 
great towns, united by common desire for public plunder; 
but tho party will be as dead os Benedict Arnold. If Mr. 
Cushing will " crush out” all individualism from tho 
Democracy ho will leave no life there! 

Such is tho aspect of Slavery now. It is dear what 
duty tho North has to do. Sho must chooso either Free¬ 
dom of tho black man, with an industrial Democracy 
gradually spreading over all the continent, diffusing every¬ 
where tho civilization of New England; or else tho Slavery 
of tho black man, with a military despotism certainly 
overspreading tho land and crushing down tho moss of 
men, white and black, into Asiatic subjection. Tho choice 
is between these two extremes. 

Thero , aro • 18,000,000 in tho North, all free. The 
power of numbers, wealth, industry, education, ideas, 
institutions, all is on our side. So aro the sympathies of 
the civilized world, the hopes and the primal instincts of 
mankind; “ tho stars in their courses fignt against Sisora.” 
The Federal Government is against us—wo might havo 
had it on our sido if wo would. 

The last Presidential election showed who in tho North 
were tho allies of the South. They dwell mainly in the 
four great cities, and in that debatable land which borders 
on tho slave States, a strip of territory 200 miles wide, 
reaching from New York harbour to tho Mi*aiiwippi. I 
trust tho auii*Slavcry Society will send out its missionaries 
to arouse and instruct tho people in that border land. 
There is a practical work to bo done—to bo attempted at 
onco. 

Slavery' Is a moral wrong and an economical blunder; 
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but it is also a great political institution. It cannot bo 
put down by political economy, nor by ethical preaching; 
men havo not only pecuniary interests and moral feelings, 
but also political passions. Slavery must be put down 
politically, nr else militarily. If not peacefully ended soon, 
it must lie ended wrathfully by the sword. The negro will 
not bear Slavery for ever; if lie would, the white man will 
not. 

If the Republican party behave wisely, there will never 
be another inch of slavo soil added to the national domaiu, 
nor another slave State admitted to the Union: but Slavery 
will be driven oui of all the territories. Look'at this fact. 
There arc now fifteen slave States, sixteen free. Minnesota 
and Kansas will soon be admitted, Washington and Oregon 
ere lqpg—four new freo States. Missouri may abolish 
Slavery within four years. Then, in 186*1, we shall stand 
twenty-ono free States to fourteen slave States. Nay, 
perhaps Utah will repudiate both forms of polygamy, tho 
voluntary and tho forcible, and be on ally m our defence. 
It is easy to conquer tho Southern part of tho continent; 
it is not easy to establish African Slavery there, in tho 
midst of a population made up of Africans or Indians ready 
to shelter tho slave, and also much more dense than that 
in tho Gulf States from Georgia or Florida to Texas. 

If tho North is wise and just, wo shall choose an anti- 
Slavery President in I860, and on March 4th, 1861, incor¬ 
porate the principles of tho Declaration of Independence 
and of tho Constitution's preamble into the Federal 
Government itself. And on tho 4th of July, 1876, there 
will not bo a slave within all tlio wide borders of tho 
United States! Fcr that sendee, wo do not want a man 
like Colonel Fremont, who has had no political experience; 
wo want no Johnny Raw for tho most difficult post in the 
nation. It must not he a man broken down with tho Pre¬ 
sidential fever. 

But much is to be done before that mult is possible. Tho 
wholo policy of tho Republican party must bo changed. 
We must attack Skvery-—Slavery m the territories, Slavery 
in tho district, and, abovo all, Slavery iff the Stave States. 
Would you remove tho shadow of a tree l Then dowfc 
with tho tree itself! There is no other way. To got rid 
of tho accidents of a thing, you make way with its aub- 

VOL. VI. Y 
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stance. Does not tho Constitution guarantee a Republican 
form of government to every State ? South Carolina has a 
Republican form of government, has she ? Wo must bo 
aggressive, and kill tho trunk, not maim the brandies. 
When you attempt that, depend upon it the South will 
know you are in earnest The Supremo Court is our worst 
enemy. I should attack it carefully by regular siege. 
Conquer and re-construct it 

If I were Republican Governor of Massachusetts, or a 
senator of the State, I should make it a part of my duty to 
attend every anti-Slavcry Convention, and to speak there. 
Such men go to Cattlo Shows, and Mechanics’ Fairs, and 
meetings of Bible Societies, to show that they are at least 
officially interested in farming, manufacturing, and religion. 
So would I go to tho other place, to show that I really took 
tho deepest, heartiest interest, in the great principles of 
Democracy, and wished to see justice done to tho humblest 
of human kind. 

Tho Daily Advertiser gives us good counsel. In tho 
editorial of tho 26th, I find theso words: " Tho enemies 
of Slavery and its extension have hitherto occupied too 
ex Jusivefy a defensive attitude; its friends, by venturing 
on bold courses of aggression, have continually been gain¬ 
ing ground. If they did not carry their whole point, 
they always gained something by compromise. It is right 
to learn from ono’s enemy, and It will bo fortunate if our 
friends in Congress havo really learned tho valuable lesson 
of refusing to be kept on the defensive.” 

I know bow anxious men are for office. I tako it there 
are 20,000 candidates for tho Presidency now living. I 
wish they were enumerated in tho census—they might 
como after the overseers of slaves. Certainly no man is 
too small for tho place. The experience of Europe shows 
that littlo men may bo bom to high office ; America proves 
that they can bo chosen —and Democratic election is os 
good as royal fore-ordination. But no man is likely to 
gain that liigh office by compromise. Webster trica it, 
and failed; Olay also failed. If Seward, Chase, or Banks 
attempt the same thing, they also will como dishonoured to 
the ground. It is always hard to rido two horses. What 
if, as now, both bo swift, and North runs one way, and 
South tho other ? Anti-Slavcry is a moveable stone—he 
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that falls on it will bo broken, but on whomsoever it Bhall 
fall, it will grind him to powder ! 

I know men say, “ If you attack Slavery, the South will 
dissolve the Union.” She dissolve the Union ? Sho docs 
not dare. Without commerce, manufactures, schools, with 
no industry but Slavery, more than one-third of her popu¬ 
lation bondmen, their interest antagonistic to hors,—let 
her try if sho will. Her threat—I will tell you what it is 
like. “ Mamma,” said a spoiled boy to a mother of ten 
other and older children, “ Momma, I want a pieco of 

J ickled elephant.” “No, my dear, ho can't have it. 

ohnnv must bo a good bov.” “ No, I won't he a good boy. 
I don’t want to bo good. I waut a pieco of pickled 
elephant.” “ But aint he mother’s youngest boy ? When 
wo have some pickled elephant, ho shall hovo the biggest 
pieco!” “Ma’am, I don’t want a piece! I want a 
whole pickled elephant / I wont him now l If you don’t 
let mo have him now, I’ll run right off and catch tho 
measles. I know a hoy that 'a got ’em first rate.” 
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